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PREFACE, 



When the Author, (Mr Hardib), issued his Prospectus for 
this work, in August, 1825, public expectation was considera- 
bly excited ; as lie was well known to be competent to the 
task he had undertaken; and had he lived to finish it, there 
is no doubt that the most sanguine^nticipations ^ould have 
been realized. But :his course was arrested by the hand of 
death, and, after more than a year'^s delay, the completion of 
the work devolved on another, and a less experienced hand. 

As regards the author's original design and intentions, they 
are fully de^oped in tlie following extracts from his prospec- 
tus: 

'^ With .4^pect to the work^ in which I am now eiriployed, 
ft is my design, as far as it may be in my power, to render it 

aCOMPLETB STATISTICAL VI bW OF THE CITY OF NEW-yORK. 

In my proposals, I have promised much ; but if it shall please 
God to preserve my health, I shall faithfully perform every 
thing, which I have promised. I shall farther observe, that, 
in the prosecution of the work, I shall add such other inter- 
esting matter, asmay either occur to myself, or be suggested 
by my learned and judicious friends, -whose countenance in 
thisarduous undertaking I most earnestly solicit, and on whose 
assistance*! greatly depend. 

^^I am well aware, that the undertaking will be attended 
with great labour ; for though it is easy to write works of fan- 
cy, there is nothing more difficult and tedious than to ascer- 
tain facts. It will, likewise, be attended with considerable 
expense. But I have counted the cost. I have had the sub- 
ject under consideration for several years; but jnore particu- 
larly since April last, when I published a pamphlet, entitled 
^'Acencus of the new buildings erected in this city, in the 
year 1 824»,&c. Also a number of statistical documents, in- 
teresting tb the Christian, the Merchant, the man of inquiry 
and the public in^general." As this little work was honoured 
with uncommon patronage, I .j^ropose, early in the ensuing 
year, to publish a new editioit, 'with material improvements. 
1 likewise determined te |idblish '^a desgeittio^ oy ti\^ 
•ciTT OF NBW'iroBK/^ iipofi an extensive sca\e^i\mA«t \q^^\ 



^f The Picture ofLotubn^ The History of EdinburgJij The 
Tidtleau de Paris^ The Oxford Guide^ and other stalistical 
accounts of the most celebrated cities in Europe. To this 
important work, my unceasing exertions shall be directed, 
till it shall be brought to a conclusion, and I shall proceed 
with pleasure, in full confidence that I shall receive from 8 
generous public, an adequate compensation for my endeavour: 
to serve them.'' 

Such were our friend's intentions, But, alas ! it pleased the 
All*wise disposer of events to remove him from this sublunary 
state of exbtence, in the midst of this career of usefulness. 
He died without leaving any instruction or materials for the 
direction of his successor. The writer of this article has how* 
ever, done the best he could, under existing circumstances ; 
and begs leave to assure the reader, that if the work prove in- 
ferior to his expectations, the fault roust be attriflttted solely 
to lack of ability and inform^'* " in the 

FINISHER. 

Ne»-ForAr, Jufy, 1 827. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Of the Discovery of America^ by Christopher Cohimhus, on 

the I2th of October y 1492. 

It hps been asserted^ although as I believe, with very 
little reason, that America was known to the ancients. Ac- 
cording to some traditions it had, at a very early period, 
been visited by. the Greenlanders, the Norwegians and the 
Welsh. Of this, however, we have no evidence in history. 
But if It were really true, the knowledge, which they had 
obtained concerning the existence of what is now emphati- 
cally called " The New fForW was of no benefit either to 
themselves or others. It was^in fact, like " a candle put un- 
der a bushel or in a secret place ;'^ for . it gave no light On 
the whole, it appears more than pro^lible, that the Euro- 
peans neither knew, nor had even thought of the existence 
of the continent which we now inhabit, till the days of Chris- 
topher Columbus, of whose life as well as some of the par- 
ticular circumstances, which indi|ced him to conceive the 
possibility of this important discovery, I now proceed to give 
a brief account. 

Christopher Colu>ibus or Colon, as he has been some- 
times called, was born in the republic of Genoa, in 1447- 
From a letter, which he addressed, a. d. 1501, to Ferdinaatl 
and Isabella, the king and queen of SpaiQ) it a^^ars^ that 
he had then been eagaged io a mantioie \\te io): iv^'dLi^^ \!^x^t« 
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teen years, and that he had followed the sea from the time 
that he had attained the fourteenth year of his age. ' 

His ancestors had, for several generations, followed a iiea- 
faring life, from which, however, they had derived no great 
emolument, as the parents of our navigator appear to have 
been in limited circumstances,^at the time of his birth. They- 
were able, however, to give him ^uch an education, as fitted 
him for the profession, in which, after the example of hw fore- 
fathers, he was about to engage. Besides the more necessary 
branches, he was instructed in geometry, geography, astron- 
omy, in the. art of drawing, and in short, in every thing, which 
was, at that time, deemed requisite to form a skilful and suc- 
cessful adventurer on the seas. 

Columbus was not one of those, whose abilities remain con- 
cealed till late in life and who, after a youth spent in indo'ence 
or dissipation, have awakened at a more mature age, in all 
the vigour and activity of genius. Having chosqi his pro- 
fession, he hastened to qualify himself for the honourable dis- 
charge of its duties, and as I have already stated, he com- 
menced his nautical career, at the age of fourteen. He made 
his first voyages in merchant vessels, which traded to diffe- 
rent parts of the Mediterranean ; but the ardour of his mind 
was not to be repressed ; a prouder career and a higher des- 
tiny awaited him. He had only attained his twentieth year, 
when he undertook a voyage of discovery, the principal ob- 
ject of which appears to have been to ascertain, whether 
the frigid zone was habitable. He accordingly stretched into 
the northern sea, and passing the limit of former enterprises, 
pushed into the ocean, which lies beyond the Arctic circle. 
" In February 1 767," says he, in a memorandum upon the 
subject, " I sailed 100 leagues beyond Iceland, the northern 
part of which is 73^ North latitude and not 63^ as some 
supposed. When I was there, the sea was not frozen ; but the 
tides were so great, f|iat, in some places, they rose and fell 
about 45 feet. I have, likewise, been in the Portuguese fort 
of St. Greorge del Mina, and can witness, that it is not unin- 
habited, as some have supposed." Thus, he, at once, put 
a|i end to the absurd opinion entertained by Ovid and other 
ancient writers, viz. that out of the ^we zones, the torrid or 
burning zone was uninhabitable^ by reason of its excessive 
heat, that the two frigid or frozen zones, were so extremely 
cold as to render it impossible to live withm their boundaries 
and that the only parts of the ^obe, which were fit for the res- 
idence of the hif man species were comprised within the bound- 
ar/er of the two temperate twneft. iu this voyage^ Columbus 
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ujcided litttey or perhaps, nothing to his fortune ; but he de^ 
rived frotn it a large share of nautical knowledge, which prob* 
ably paved the ,way to the very tmportant discovery, which, 
under the blessing of Divine Providence, he was afterwards 
enabled to make. 

The next adventure of Columbus was of a kind somewhat 
difitrrent. He entered into the service of a relation, viz. Co- 
lumbus junior as he is called, a famous Grenoese sea captain, 
who, at his own expense, had fitted out a small squadron, 
with which he carried on a piratical warfare against the Vene- 
tians and Turks, who were then the enemies of his country. 
In this service, Columbus established his character, not only 
for skill in naval affairs, but also for courage. On one ha- 
^rdous occasion, in particular, he escaped with difficulty* 
Having attacked, along with the rest of the flotilla, under the 
command of his relation, some Venetian galleys, which were 
returning richly laden, from the coast of Flanders, he grappled 
with one of the enemy's vessels and, in this situation, the ship, 
In Vhich he served, unfortunately took fire. All, in a mo- 
ment, wasterrour and confusion. But Columbus, distinguish- 
ed no less by his presence of mind, than by his bravery in 
action, threw himself into the sea and partly by swimming 
and partly by the use of an oar, got safe to land. This en- 
gagement took place not fsur from Lisbon, and the distance be- 
tween the vessel and the shore is said to have been more than 
two leagues. To Columbus himself, as well as to those, who 
were acquainted with the circumstance, this miraculous pre- 
servation must have conveyed the idea,- that he was destined 
by Divine Providence, for some very important benefit to the 
world. Thus when the Immortal Washington, after Brad- 
dock's defeat, covered the retreat and saved the wreck of the 
routed army, it was predicted by many and it is not improba- 
ble, he had a presentiment of it himself, that the time would 
come, when he woald be hailed as ihe deliverer of his coun- 
try. 

But to return to our navigator. He then quit the service of 
his relation and made Lisbon the place of his abode, where 
the encouragement, by Henry then king of Portugal, to every 
one skilled in navigation, and animated by the love of discov- 
ery was exceedingly great. Columbus had not been here long^ 
before he married a lady of the name of Perestrello ; but this 
circumstance did not detach him from his maritime pursuits, 
nor abate his desire of hqnourable fame. The lady ^ wKovql Vv^ 
married, vms the daughter of Peter Monex PeteaXt^o^^s^ c5^^ 
brated mariner^ who^ tinder the patronage o? \im^^^tv\>j i>\!«A 
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discovered the islands of Puerto Sancto and Madeira. By 
means of hb wife, he got possession of the journals, charts 
and other papers, which iHtd belonged to her father, and from 
these he easily learned, the object, which the Portuguese bad 
in view, in prosecuting their voyages towards the South. — 
This was nothing else thaato discover a passage to the East 
Indies, and it was proposed to reach those distant parts, by 
doubling the most southern cape of Africa. 

AAer he had made himself acquainted with these particu* 
lars, the idea of finding a shorter and safer passage to the East 
Indies, appears gradually to have occurred to his mind. In 
the discovery of the New World, little or, perhaps, nothing, 
is to be ascribed to accident It was the result of diligent 
inquiry and profound and patient ittlrestigation. Like our in- 
comparable Fulton, who brought the steam boat system to 
a much greater degree of perfection than could have been rea- 
sonably, imagined, he had, before he could accomplish hit^lBb- 
ject, to encounter difficulties, which except to those few, who 
are endowed with uncommon talents and unremitting pene* 
verance would have been insurmountable. Not, therefore, 
by chance, as it is commonly called ; but by the proper use 
oftbose intellectual faculties, which God had given them, they 
both brought the designs, which they had in view to a favour- 
able issue. It is greatly to be lamented, that neither of these 
eminent men, either himself or his descendants received a 
compensation, by any means, adequate to the very important 
services, which they rendered to the world; but as long a& 
the art of printing shall exist, the names of Christopher Co- 
X.UIJBUS AND Robert Fulton will be recorded as two of 
the greatest benefactors to mankind, that ever existed. 

lo the timp of Columbus, the rotundity of the planet, which 
we inhabit was well known. He was, therefore, led to con- 
ceive, that, in order ^at the terraqueous globe might be pro- 
perly balanced, and t^e lands and seas proportioned to each 
other, another continent was necessary, and drew this conclu- 
sion, that the East Indies might be visited by sailing in a 
westerly course ; and moreover, that that country would be 
found to lie within a distance, by no means consi<ierable from 
the Canary islands. 

As early as the year 1474, he became more firmly establish- 
ed in his opinion, by the communications, which he had with 
Paul, an eminent physician of Florence. This celebrated 
philosopher stated several facts, in confirmation of the scheme, 
suggested by Columbus, pointed out the course oi sailing on 
^ chart^ arged him strongly to secure the pto^e^x toft^^ of ex- 
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ecuting his purpose and concluded by Baying^ ^^ that the voy- 
age laid down was no.' only possiUe, but true, certain, hon- 
ourable, alv^ntageous and most glorious to christians.^' The 
accuracy of the physician's prediction, with respect to the 
success of the enterprise has been fully verified by the result; 
but alas f we have yet to learn, that the discovery of America 
has been conducive to the glory of the Christian cause. 

The next step of Columbus was to engage some of the Eu" 
ropean powers in the accomplishment of his object. But 
none of the rulers • >f that continent had sufficient reach of 
thought to comprehend his schemes, or sufficient generosity to 
afford him the necessary encouragement. By many, he was 
considered as a visionary projector. He was rejected by 
those called the great; because he was a man of low con- 
dition and by the learned, who were mortified to learn, that 
an obscure pilot had found ou that, which had escaped the 
discernment of more cultivated minds. He applied to the se- 
nate of Genoa, making his native country the first tender of his 
services ; but that body repelled him with scorn^^ bi-ing satisfied 
with receiving the productions of India, by the manner, in 
which they were then brought to their hands. Repulsed by 
the Genoese, he made his sctieme known to John H, king of 
Portugal, who received him jrraciously ; but referred his pro- 
ject to a number of pretended cosmographers, whom he was 
accust med to consult in matters of this kind : but these ob- 
jected to his design, with everj' argument which their igno- 
rnce or ingenuity could supply. To this treatment, they 
likewise endeavoured to add the most shameful treachery by 
which if it had succeeded, he would have lost the honour of 
being considered as tne discoverer of the New World. They 
started many objections and asked a number of ensncfjpg 
questions, on purpose to betray him into a full explanation of 
his system. Having obtained - his answers, they basely ad- 
vised the king to despatch a vessel privately to attempt the pro- 
posed discovery, by following the course, which he had point- 
ed out. King John regardless of honotT or common hopes- 
ty, meanly adopted th ir perfidious counsel. Columbus, upon 
discovering this shameful transaction, with an indignation 
natural to an ingenuous mind, left the kingdom and arrived in 
Spain, in the year 1484. 

Here he pr-sented. his scheme in person to Ferdinand and 
Isabella, who then governed the united kingdom of Castile and 
A.ragon. They iojudicioosly submitted \\ to Xbe «x^tcC\Ti^>A<^\iL 
ofuBsktfful judges, who very gravely detetnuueA, ^^ ^"aXVL vi 
presawptuoas in aay person to suppoae, X\\«X Vir Awift ^^^jar 
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spues knowledge superiour la nil the rest of mankind united.^ 
Tbey, likewise, maiiitaineil, thsi if any such counirieg existed' 
as those, which Columbus pretended, they would not have 
remained so long concealed ; nor would the wisdoni of former 
ages, have left the glory nf such a discovery lo an obscttre 
Genoese pilot. 

Finding himself baffled in all his endeavours to accompliBli 
his object, he now directed his attention to King Henry VII 
of England. To hira he sent his brother Biirtboloniew, who 
was perfectly acquainted with his views and to whom he 
gave full authority to enter into such agrefment with that 
prince as to him mi^ht seem proper. But, in his voyage to 
that country, it nnforiunalely happened, thiii he was captured 
by pirates, who stripped hira of every thing that he possessed 
and detained him as a prisoner, for several years. At length, 
he arrived at London in exEreme indigence, and presapted 
himself to ihe king, as soon as be was able lo make a decent 
appearance. The proposals of Columbiiti were received itilh 
more approbation by Henry, than by any other potentate, 
lo whom they had been submitted ; but nothing effect ual_ was 
done. Thus all his applications were, h''reIofore, iinsuccess- 
fiil ; objetitJDiis were ever where raised and dif&culljes exhib- 
ited; the refusal of one monitrch was nigeri as a reason for a 
similar cond'Kf on the part of another : and had not (he per- 
severance of Columbus been equal to hiid genius, the conti- 
nent of America might have siiil been unknown to the inhab- 
itants of ihe Old World. 

But the time was now at hand, when brighter prospects 
were about to open. The Moors liad been driven fromtSpain 
and Ferdinand and Isabella, the sovereigns of that country, 
h^Ueisure for allending to objects, which owing to the dislract- 
eastule of th' nation, had, for several years been, in a great 
measure, neglected. Columbus disappointed, but not mov- 
ed from bis purpose was, at thi time, preparing lo set out for 
England, in order that, if possible, he might finish the nego- 
ciarion, which had been commenced with King Henry, by 
his brother. By the orders of Isabella, he was desired, to 
relinquish his intention or soliciting (he patronaw of foreign 
courts and invited into her presence with every mark of re- 
spect. At the interview, which, soon after, took place, he 
relaxed in nothing of what he had originally proposed. The 
conditions, on which he declared himself willing to undertake 
the expedition weve slill the same'viz. that he should be ap- 

Kwnfed admirai of aJi the seas, whkVi he m\6V>\ ex^Wt «^^ 
rernor of all the continents and islaniJB, wWictVit hi\^ «■ 
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cover ; that these offices should be hereditary in his family and 
^ that the tenth of every thing bought, bartered, found or got, 
within the bounds of the admiralship, abating only the charge of 
the conquest/' should be settled upon him and devolve to his 
heirs, in case of his death It wsa his desire, that a small 
squadron should be equipped and pat under his command, and 
as a proof of his confidence of success, he offered to advance 
an eighth part of the money, which would be necessary for 
the purchase of the ships, provided he were allowed a corres- 
ponding share of the advantage resulting from the enterprise. 
John Perez, the friend and confident of Columbus, confessor 
to the queen and an ecclesiastic of great influence was the per- 
son, to whom he was indexed for the interview with Isabella. 
By his representation and by those of Quintineila and Santan- 
gel, both officers of high standing, under the crown, a favour- 
able ear was, at last, lent to the propositions of our adventur- 
er. They stated to Isabella that he was a person of a sound 
and collected mind, of acknowledged integrity, and well in- 
formed in geography, history and navigation. They, like- 
wise, represented, in the strongest terms that the glory which 
would result from the success of the enterprise, would im- 
mortalize her reign, and that the christian faith would be 
thereby greatly extended, by its promulgation amongst the 
inhabitants of those countries which might be discovered. By 
the persuasion of these intelligent persons, Isabella resolved to 
patronize Columbus and to engage-ium in her service, on his 
own terms. Orders were issued, that a squadron should be 
fitted out from the port of Palos. It consisted of three vessels ; 
but as the art of ship-building was then in its infancy and dis- 
tant voyiges were comparatively unknown, the largest^ was 
of very inconsiderable dimensions and the other two were:not 
much larger than ordinary boats. They were victualled "^'for 
twelve vvionths and had ninety men on board. The whole 
expense of building and fitting out this little squadron amount- 
ed to no more th n <£4000 sterling I$l7f7^0\ and however in- 
considerable this sum may appear at the present day^ its 
greatness was the principal cause, which prevented the Span- 
;h govenmient from acceding to the proposals of Columbus 
at a more early period. 

All things being ready, Columbus with those under his com- 
mand, went in solemn procession to a monastery, where the 
blessing of heaven was implored on the voyage which he was 
about to undertake. This was on the 3d of A.\]^usX) K. i^. 'VAt^'^^ 
and early on the eiisuing morning, he setsaW kotci^\v^\axV>>^\ 
of PaloB in the Saata Maria, the large^l oi xVi^ \\a^N^«tf8*% 
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which were destined for the undertaking. The two others 
were called the Pinta and the Nina In six days after their 
departure, they arrived at |he Canary islands, without having 
met with any occurrence worthy of notice except that the 
rudder of the Pinta broke lopse, an accident, which the super- 
stition of the sailors interpreted as a very unfavourable, 
omen. 

After refitting his vessels, Columbus left the Canaries, on 
the 6th of September and launched out into seas, which had 
heretofore been never entered, without a chart to direct him, 
or any knowledge of the tides and currents, which might tend 
to impede his progress. His seamen finding tberaselves pla- 
ced in a new and unprecedented sHjdation became alarmed at 
the hazardous nature of the enterprize, beat their breasts in 
dismay and relinquished ail hopes of ever again seeing their 
country and their iriends 

But Columbus was peculiarly qualified to overcome diffi- 
culties of this kind. He was patient and persevering, master 
of himself and skilful in the government of others! In naval 
science and experience, he had no equal ; he placed yery 
little dependence on ethers ; and allowing himself only d very 
few hours for necessary repose, endeavoured to conduct ev- 
ery thing in the most proper manner, by his own presence 
and authority. His vessel moved rapidly before the trade 
wind, which constantly blows from the Eastward within the 
tropics ; but he judiciously concealed Irom his men the num* 
ber of leagues, which they had sailed. But no bad conse- 
quence resulted from this imposition ; for such was the igno- 
rance of his companions that none of them was able to detect 
it. About the 14th of Sept'^mber, they had got to the distance 
of nearly 200 leagues beyond the most Westerly of the Cana- 
ries, and here it was onsurved that t^e magnetic needle in- 
clined towards the West, from its direction to the polar star, 
and as they proceeded this variation continued to encreasc. 
This was the occasion of s<?rious alarm to Columbus himself 
and filled his associates with a terrour, by no means, unrea- 
sonable. They were far from land and far from the tract oi 
other navigators ; all around them wf^s uncertain ; and all be-* 
fore them unknown ; while nature herself seemed to be de- 
parting from her steadiness and the only guide, on which 
they had formerly relied to point them to a safe retreat from 
an unbounded and trackless ocean, appeared to be no longer 
entitled to their confidence. With astonishing presence of 
mind, Columbus assigned a plausible r^^soxi ^h\cK though it 
^s, by no means, satisfactory to bimseVl W^ >Jsv^ «SrrX ^^ 
silencing t/ie murmurs of his crew. 
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Thefdarni^ bowever^ to which the variation of the compass 
gave rise, was not the only difficulty which Columbus had to 
surmount. In a short time thereafter , the murmurs of bis 
sailors broke out in greater violence, first among the ignorant 
and wavering, then among those, who were more adventur- 
ous and better informed, and at last extended with unpropitious 
influence throughout the fleet. The men blamed their sove- 
reign for listening to the schemes of a chimerical adventurer 
and for endangering the lives of his subjects, in order to carry 
them into execution. The indications of land had all proved 
fallacious. They would, therefore, be deceived no longer and 
resolved, that Columbus should be forced to abandon an un- 
dertaking, which seemed evid^tly to threaten inevitable de- 
struction, and some of the more daring even talked of throwing 
him into the sea, as a merited punishment for his temerity. 

In the midst of this disaffection, Columbus appeared with 
a cheerful countenance, as if pleased with his enterpnze 
and confident of its success. He soothed his companions and 
expostulated with them. He at one time, endeavoured to 
influence their desire of rirhes ; and, at ano> i-.er, their love 
of fame. He assumed a tone of authority and threatened 
them with the vengeance 6Aheir sovereign, as well as with 
everlasting infamy if they should abandon him in his under- 
taking. These encouragements and expostulations were not 
"without their effects. But the fears of his sailors, at length, 
prevailed over all his remonstrances. They assembled tu- 
multuously upon deck and both officers and men insisted on 
returning to Spain immediately. Under these circumstances^ 
Columbus perceiving that opposition would be dangerous, so 
far yie^dbd to their impoi tunity, as to propose that they should 
continue Ac voyage for three days more, at which time, ii' 
no land should be (JKscovered, he would immediately return. 
Notwithstanding the mutinous disposition of the sailors, this 
proponl did not appear to them unreasonable, and the com- 
mander hazarded very little in making it. The indi- 
cations of land seemed indubitable. The water had gradu- 
ally become more shallow ; flocks of strange birds were seen ; 
as well as weeds of a different kind from any, which they had 
hitherto observed. A staff curiously wrought had, likewise, 
been taken up by some of the crew belonging to the Pinta. 
A cane, which seemed to have been lately cut and a thorn with 
red fruit opon it were, likewise, found and a light, which 
was perceived at a distance, appeared to move as if carried 
from one place to another. These tokens were dee\&\N« %Xi^ 
Cohmbirs did not fall to use them in elevating tVi<& \\o^^^ Wk.^ 
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diminishing the fears of his associates. On the morning • 
the 12th of October, an island appeared about 6 miles to tl 
northward with verdant fields, covered with woods and dive 
sified with rivulets, and the several crews immediately begs 
the Te Deum as a hymn of thanksgiving to God for this high 
important discovery. 'Tbb act of devotion ^as followed 1 
acknowledgments of disobedience towards their command 
and like those, who are suddenly moved by the vicissitudes 
fortune, they passed from one extreme to another and look 
up to the man, whom, a few days before, they had insulted, 
one whom the Deity bad endowed with penetration and p< 
severance, above the common lot of mortals. 

Columbus, richly dressed, with a drawn sword in his hai 
and the royal standard displayed^ took possession of the 
]^nd for the crown of Castile and Leon. The natives, w 
had assembled in great numbers on the first appearance oft 
ships, stood around their new guests, in speechless astonis 
ment, utterly ignorant of what they were doing and unable 
foresee the dreadful consequences,, which would result to the 
from this unexpected visit, nor could they have entertain 
the most -distant idea of the injustice, cruelty, bloodshed ai 
slavery, which the unprotected inhabitants of the New Woi 
were destined to experience from these formidable strangei 

The island, on which he had thus landed, was called 1 
the natives Guanahani ; but Columbus gave it the name- 
San Salvador. 1 1 is one of the Lucaya or Bahama islands ai 
is situated about 3000 miles from Gomara, the most westerly 
the Canaries and only four degrees to the South of it. He ; 
terwards touched at many of the islands, which lie in t 
neighbourhood of the Bahamas, enquiring every ■ ^here 1 
gold, which he thought was the o ly object of commerce w( 
thy of his att^ntion. In steering to the Southward, he discc 
ered the islands of Cuba and Hispaniola, which were inhabit 
by a humane aud hospitable people and abounding id all t 
necessaries of life. 

During their return to their native country, the fleet xi 
overtaken by a dreadful tempest, which threatened the tm 
imminent danger to all on board and notwithstanding t 
great naval skill of Columbus, rendered it highly probab 
that they would never reach their destined port. His mi 
was likewise, harrassed with a very rational fear, viz. that 1 
knowledge of his discoveries should be for ever lost and tl 
he should be handed down to posterity, as a bold, but 
swnttry projector y whose life had been thrown away, in t 
pursuit ofujinttainable objects, \3ud« xVv^s^ \w\^\<i!&'^\w\^. 
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i^red to his cabin, and wrote upoo parchment a short ac- 
count of his yoyage and of his soccess. This writing he seal- 
ed up and addressed to the King and Queen of Spain. He 
then put the parchment wrapt up in an oil cloth, carefully sur- 
rounded on all sides with wax, into a tight cask, which he 
threw into the sea in hopes, that some fortunate accident might 
preserve a deposit of so great importance to the world. Nor 
was he satisfied with one such packet. He immediately pre- 
pared another similar to the first and attached it to the poop 
of the vessel, that as he expressed it himself, when the ship 
sunk, the cask might float upon the water and take the chance 
of being found." Happily, however, the storm, at length 
abated and on the 15th March 1499> he arrived at Palos in 
Spain, from whence he had sailed about seven months be- 
fore. He was welcomed a lidst the loud acclamations of the 
admiring multitude and received by the court with every pos- 
sible mark of respect. 

In September 1493, he sailed upon his second voyage to 
America, daring the performance of which he discovered the 
islands of Dominica, Marigalante, Guadaloupe, Antigua, Ja- 
maica' and several others, and returned to Spain in 1496. 

Columbus commenced his third voyage in the beginning 
of the year 1498, and on the first of August, discovered-the con- 
tinent of America. He landed at different places, on the coast 
of Paria and Cumana and every where surveyed their beauty 
and fertility with rapturous pleasure and from thence crossed 
over to Hispaniola. 

It has been mentioned already that the conunission, under 
which Columbus agreed to undertake the voyage of discovery, 
invested him with high powers and secured to him many im- 
. portant privileges. These conditions were readily agreed to 
by Ferdinand and Isabella, tvhile his scheme was matter of 
speculation; but no sooner was it ascertained, that he had dis- 
covered counCries hitherto unknown and taken possession of 
them in the name of the Spanish monarchy, than it was per- 
ceived, that the commission was too ample and the powers 
and privileges too great. Such a commission had, however 
been granted and conld not be openly or immediately revok- 
ed. Ferdinand was, in his temper, suspicious and peevish^ 
aad his ear was unfortunately open to the insinuations of the 
eoemies of Columbus. Less gold had been got from the new 
countries than the avaricious monarch had expected. Dis- 
turbances had, likewise, arisen In Hispaniola, and though they 
had been in a great measure quelled by tVie ptesecvcct ^l ^^^^ 
Imahus, MtHl the vety existence of these d\stUTbane^^\^*8&«fAdi<> 
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in the mind of Ferdinand, the hope o( undevlating prosperity, 
which he had heretofore universallj entertained, and rende- 
red his temper still more rretful. Complaints of the misrule 
of Columbus ivere daily brought to him, and in a moment of 
irritation, the capricious monarch granted a commission to 
Francis de Bovadilla, empowering him to proceed to Hi«- 
paniola, to enquire into the conduct of Columbus, and upon 
finding even any plausible reason for a charge against him, 
to take upon himself the government of ihe island. The re- 
sult was jnst what might have been expected from so unjust 
a commission. Every sort of information, even from per- 
sons the most infamous was ^greedily received against the 
discoverer of the Wpsiern world, who was loaded with irons, 
and sent to Europe, tu be tried for his offences, by the govern- 

It is not easy to read the account of this infamous proceed- 
ing with any measure of patience. No one, periiaps not 
even Bovadilla himself believed, that Columbus had, in any 
respect, abused the authority, in which he had been placed 
by his sovereign. His life as a subject of Spain was that of 
uniform obedience and unwearied activity, and his whole 
conduct was such as to gain the esteem and admiration of eve- 
ry one, who had the opportunity, nf beiji^ acquainted with it. 
In consequence of this opinion, Val legos the captain of the ves- 
sel In which Columbus was con6ned, immediately after they 
had left the island, approached him, with feelings of ihe high- 
est veneration and regret, and offered to release him from 
his fetters. " No," said Columbus, " I wear those chains, in 
consequence of an order from the rulers of Spain. They 
shall And me as obedient in this as to ibeir other injunctions. 
By their command, I have beea confined, and iheir command 
alone shall set me at liberty." He never forgot the shameful 
treatment, which he then received. Through ihe whole of 
his life he carried wiCh him his fetters as a memorial of [he 
ingratitude of his country, and gave orders, that they should 
be buried with him in his grave. 

Upon his arrival in Spain, as a prisoner in fetters, the indig- 
nation of all was greatly excited and even the ungrateful and 
haughty Ferdinand felt, for a while (he emotions of shame. 
He disclaimed all knowledge of his Imprisonment, and like 
any other king, who is taught by his courtiers, that he can 
do no wrong, soothed him with promises, which he never in- 
tended lo perform. As a proof of his sincerity, a Aer detain - 
tag Columbus, for a long time, in fruitless solicitation, he ap- 
poiuied iViciioIas rie Ovnndo governor of Hispaniola ii ' " 
I Mead. 
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But though unwilling (a restore Coluiobus to that statioa of 
which from bU contract with ihem, be was unjustly deprivei), 
Ferdinand and Isabella were still desirous ofemploying him in 
new enterpri»es by sea. How they contrived to cajole him 
into such an undertaking, after ihey had treated him with 
such unparalleled indignity does not appear. We learn, how- 

R. from the faithful page of history, that he made liis four^t^H 
ge to Hispatiiola, in the year 1502. Ue from thenfiq^l 
1 along the continent about 200 leagues from Cape (jfAJ^H 
i Dios to Porto Bella. At length, after a cunsiderabtlT^I 
variety of fortune, when worn out with fatigue, disappoint- " 
raent and sorrow, be ended his useful life at Valadolid, on 
ihe 25th May 1506. He was grave though courteous iii his 
deportment, circumspect in his words and actions, irreproach- 
able in liis morals and guided by a supreme respect for re- 
ligion, which he manifested in every department of his life. 
His remains were deposited in ibe Cathedral of Seville, and 
an inscription, of which the following is a translation, was 
engraved upon his tomb. 

" Columbus has given a New World to tlie kingdoms of 
Castile and Lkos." 

The fate of this great man was marked with circumstances 

'iuliarly striking. He, at an early period of his life, de- 

id alier encountering difficulties almost insurmounta- 

fiC3 on to a successful issue, one oi the most noble 

enterprises which ever entered into ihe mind of mnn. Bui 

not wiihs tun ding the v^ry liberal promises made to him, by 

the King and Queen of Spain, he was shame fully deprived of 

ull and every part of the stipulated reward for his servic 

whilst living, aud alW his death, the honour of his very i 

porlanl discoveries, has, in a great measure, been bestowed u| 

Amongst several adventurers to the New World, sc 
I twite had been clearly pointed out, was Americus Vesm 
rs,~a native of Florence, who visited the continent sold 
afler Columbus, and iransmilled to his friends in ^ 
, a history of his adventures, written in a captivating slyle.^ 
He had the address, to frame his narrative in such a man- 
ner, as 10 make it be believed, that the glory of having first 
discovered the continent in the New World belonged to hiro, 
by which means he robbed Columbus of the honour, which he 
justly deserved. The story of Araericus was, in part, believed. 
The consent of all nations has bestowed the name of AmsricAj 
on the western continent; and, at this distance of time, we can 
ily regret an act of injustice, wli\c\i twaVota Vvas tQWi^'&t'i 
B 
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At what period, tliia appella: 
! means of aacertaiaing. 



on was givcj^H 



From ihe diicovery of America by Columbus to the settli- 
ment of Fort Amiterdam, (notu New-York) by the Dutd, 
IB the year 1629. 



I HAVE thus given a succinct account of the discovery oC 
Annrica by Columbus, and now proceed to detail the circum- 
stances, which occurred, from that period, to the settlertieni 
of Fort Amsterdam (now New- York) by the Dutch, 

Henry VII, king of England, employed Sebastian Cabot, a 
native of Venice, to discover a "^'orth West passage to China, 
in attempting which he, in the year J 497, discovered all the 
North East coast of America from Cape Florida to 67* 1-2 
North lat. and as Cabot was in the English service, the king, 
as the phrase then was, became entitled to all that tract of 
country, by right of discovery. 

In Ihe year 1^§4, Sir Welter Raleigh, an Englishman, sent 
two vess^s, with people to effect a settlement, who landed at 
it place since called Roanoke, took possession of the country 
in the name of Elisabeth the English sovereign, and called it 
Virginia, in allusion to her being named The Virgin Queen. 
On lOth April 16U6, two companies were incorporated by 
James, then king of England, by the names of the South 
Virginia Company and the North Virginia Company ; the 
limits of the former being between the lat. of 34'^ and 41^ 
and of the latter between 39° and 45°. By virtue of these 
patents, the South Virginia Company began a settlement in 
the great bay (Chesapwke) in 1607; but the North Vir- 
ginia Company planted no colony until the year 1620, when 
Plymouth in New England was settled. 

Henry Hudson, an Englishman, in the year 1608, sailing 
under a commission from bis king, discovered Long Island, 
New-York, and (he river, which still bears his name, the 
mouth of which is about 40° 20' N, lat. Hudson, without li- 
cense from his sovereign, sold the country, or rather his right 
thereof to the Dutch, But the writers of that nation contend 
that he was sent out by their East India Company in the year 
1609, to discover a North West passage to China, and that 
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^tenetrated up Hudson's river as far Norlh as die latitude of 
43<^. Ii is sBJd, however, that there was a sale and that tlie 
English obieeled to it, though they, for some time, neglected 
to oppose the Dutch selllemetit of the country. 

In 1610, Hudson sailed again from Holland to this coun- 
try, lo which ihe Dutch had given the name of the New Neth- 
erlands, and in I6l4,the Slates General granted a patent to 
the Dutch West India Company to carry on an exclusive 
frade on Hudson's River. Immediately after the receipt 
of their patent, they buill a fort on the West side of that river 
near the spot, where Albany now stands, which was tirsi com- 
manded by Henry Christiaens. In the s me year, Sir Samuel 
Argall, (Freaident of the South Virginia Company was de- 
spalclieil by Sir Thomas Dale, governor nl' Virginia, to dis- 
possess the French of th- towns of Port Roy .1 and St. Crois 
lying ua each side of the bay of Fundy, in Acadia, (now No- 
va Scotia) which was then claimed as apart or Virginia. 
In his return he visited the Dutch on Hudson's river, who 
finding themselves unable to make an effectual resistance 
prudently submitted, for the present, to the King of England; 
and under him to the Governor of Virginia, 

In the year 1620, King Jametl. gave the Dutch permission 
10 build some cotta'I^s, on Iludxon's river for the convenience 
of their vessels, engaged In trade with Brazil, and under this 
license, ihey settled a colony, to which they -till gave the oame 
of the New Netherlands. The very nejtt year, ihey erected a 
I'ort, on the South West point of the island M mhat'an (now 
Nnw-York) ^nd appear to have considered their said colony 
as including the whole of New Jersey and Hudson's river and 
the tire.iter part of that tract of country, which now constitute 
the states of New- York and Penosylvania, lying on both sides 
of New Jersey. 

Complaint having been made of the usurpations of the 
Dutch, by King Charles I. to the States General, the business 
was disavowed by them, and declared, in a public instrument, 
to be only a private undertaking of the West India company 
of Amsterdam. But whatever concessions were made by the 
Dutch government upon this occasion, their conduct appears 
10 have been very little under the infl ence of sincerity. It is 
probable tiowever, that the mode of procedure which they 
adopted, mi'ihl have been, in consequence of the civil commo- 
tions, which took place ii Englan^l, soon after the commence* 
raent ofthe reign of that infatuated monarch, and which g8L« 
III the government of that nation so mucb \ia«\ne%«axV«\n«, 

I to leave them very little leisure t« liiiccV l,Ve\t W.\«n^w^ ^" 

fir territories abroad. 
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We accordingly find, that the States General, determined 
on the regdlar settlement of a colony , and made a grant of 
^j^..the country in l621 to thip West India company of Amster- 
dam. Wouter Van Twiller arrived at Fort Amsterdam 
(now New York) and took upon him the .governmeiit of 

I he colony, in June 16^9- His style, in the patents which 
ie granted was thus. <' We the Director and Council residiali 
in New Netlierland, under the government of .their 'Higg 
- IVllghtinesses the States' General of the United Netherlands 
and the fi^rlvileged .West India Company." 



CHAPTEE III. 

From the possession of the colony hy the Dpdch to itssurren^ 
der fo the British^ under tke command of CpJonel Richard 
Nichols, in the year 1664. 

It is my avowed object, in this underta|&ing, to lay before 
my readers the history of the city, not of the province, now 
the state of New- York : but at this early period, the circum- 
stances incident to the settlement of both arc so t:lend€d to- 
gether as to render it difficult to separate the one from the 
other. I shall, therefore, without farther ap()logy, proceed, in 
the manney, which appears to be most practicable for general 
information. 

During the government 9f Mr. Van Twiller, the New-Eng- 
landers extended their posi^essions to the Westward, as far as 
Connecticut river. William Kieft, who sucre» ded in the ad- 
ministration, protested against it, pnd, in the year l6S8, issued 
a proclamation prohibiting ikk English from trading to Fort 
Good Hope, and shortly after application was made to the 
States General for more troops to defend their territories 
against invasion. They appear to have had good reason for 
alarm, as Dr. Mather, in his History of New England, admits, 
that the inhabitants liad formed the design of settling Connec- 
ticut river in the year lCS5, before which nme they had con- 
sidered, that river to be, at least, 100 miles from any of their 
v.. settlements, that in 1636 they seated themselves at Hartford, 
/ and after settling New Haven in 1638, drove the Dutch gar- 
rison from Fort Good Hope. 

In 1640, the English, who had taken possession of the 

Eastern part of Long Island, proceeded as far as Oyster Bay, 

about 40 miles from the city of New-yoT\^, ^m\ l^\e(t broke 
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up their settlement in 1642, and fitted oat two sloops to drive 
the Marylanders from the Schuylkill, of which they had then 
taken possession. The instructions to Alpendam, who com- 
manded the expedition, assert, in the strongest terins, the right 
of which the Dutch deemed themselves possessed, both to the 
soil and trade on that river. Indeed it appears that they then 
claimed the exclusive jurisdiction of the whole country from 
Cape Cod to the West side of the entrance into the Delaware 
bay. About the same time, the English settlers from tl^ 
Eastward, sent deputies to New- York for the purpose of sot- 
tling their disputes about limits, to whom the Dutch offered 
certain conditions, recorded in the Latin language, of which i( , 
may be sufficient to give the foUowmg abstract. 

Conditions offered by the director general of the council of 
New Netherland to the delegates of the Honourable the council 
of Hartford, viz. That the latter, should pay for the occupancy 
of their lands to the States General of the United Provinces, or 
to their agents, the tenth part of the emoluments arising from 
their fields, orchards, and gardens ; or, in lieu thereof, suc^ 
valuable consideration as might thereafter be agreed upon, so 
long as they should possess the said lands. . Dated at Fort 
Amsterdam, 9th July, 1642. 

We have no account, that the English acceded to these pro- 
posals. On the contrary, they daily extended their posses* 
sions, and in 1643 the colonies of New England, entered into 
a league both against the Dutch and the Indians; Jhe ibrraer 
of whom they even proposed \» extirpate. But to this mea«^ 
sure, the colony of Massachusetts bay would not accede, in 
consequence of which it was abandoned. 

Peter Stuyvesant, the last Dutch Governor of this country^ 
entered on his administration !^lb May, 1647- The Inroads 
and claims upon his governmeatkept him constantly employ- 
ed. New England as well as Maryland alarmed his fears by 
their rapid increase, and, at the same time Long Jsland was 
claimed for the dowager of Sterling. The Swedes too were 
continually encroaching upon Delaware. In 1651, the Dutch 
built fort Casimir, now called New-CaStle; but of tkis the 
Swedes who claimed the country as their own, got posses- . 
sion, soon after it was erected. In 1655, the Dutch prepared 
to retake it ; Stuyvesant commanded the expedition in person^ 
and arrived with his forces in the Delaware. ' He landed them 
a few days after and immediately demariQed the fortress, as 
Dutch property. Suen Scutz, the commandant idesired leave 
to consi/le Risingb his superior officer, 'wYivcVv \)^v&^T^^d9ia^> 
he capitulated, on the l6th September. Kvite^^ ^V^ ^^^"^ 
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maDded Fort Cliristina. likewise surrendered on llie 25ih of 
ibe same momh. The couDiry being Uiu» subdued, Sitiyve- 
sonl UBU«d a proGlamsiion, jn lavour of such of ihe inhabitante 
OS would submit lo the Dulcfa government, and about ihirtjr 
Swedes swore "fidelity to (he Stales General, &c." Thdse 
who would not take the oath, were sent to tlieir native country. 
The Swedes being thus completely subdued, the Dutch became 
masters of what was then called " ilie three lower counties,'' 
Aow the State of Delaware. 

This partoif the country was afterwards undet the coOi' 
tnond ofLieutenant governors who were coiucniGsloned by and 
subject to the controul of the diiecior general at Fort Amster- 
dam. It appears that the last of these deputies or lieutenant 
governors, was William Ueeliman, a man of resolution and 
unquestionable integrity, many of whose descendaCls arc 
amongst our most respectable citizens, at the present day. 

in the year 1659, fresh ti'ouhles arose from the Maryland 
claims. The whol*: of the country comprised beiwicn 38" 
and 40" N. Lat, and extending from the Atlantic lo the Paci- 
fic ocean was ordered to be evacuated by Coiouel Ulie, tlie 
agfnl of Lord Baltimore, who was then ibe proprietary of 
Maryland. Mr.Beekman quesiioo?d his lordshiji's right and 
desired three weeks indulgence, so that he might be able tu 
consult Siujvesant the director general upon the subjeci. 
This proposal was rejected and Utie gave him peremptory oi- 
ders to withdraw his forcis iuimediutely, beyond the 40" of 
N. laC. Beekman, who was on indexible patriot, disregarded 
his threats. Utie returned lo Maiyland, wiilmui hav.ng gained 
his object, and an immediate invasion was expected. But the 
storm blew over, and the Dutch were permiiii d to remain 
without molestation. 

That Governor Stuyvesatit was indefatigable in tlie service 
of his employers is evident from the whole of his conduct, but 
particularly so from his leliers, exciting' ihem to take care q I 
the calony. In one dated April 20th, I660, he writes thus, 
"VourHonouis imagine, that the troubles in England will 
prevent any attempts on iliese parts, Alas! they areten to 
one in number to us and able, without any assistance, lo de- 
prive us of the country when they please," and on the 20lh of 
June following be informs them, that the demands and en- 
croachments of the English gave the p<>ople here great con- 
cern and though, says he, "the right lo both rivers by pur- 
chase and possession is our own, without doubt, we apprehend, 
tUmtihey, our (nore powerful Qeighboiits,U] their claim under 
mrBjrtiebtutee.'* 
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Abuut tlte sawc time, while the colonisli of Nciv England^ 
were daily encto^hirtg upon ihe Dutch, Lord Slerliiig was 
soliciting the King IW a conlirmatioiiofhis right to the wW 
of Long island, which had been granted la hini by his r»yi 
lather, and the inhabitants of Maryland wvie becoming 
ceedingly troublesome. Of all these difficulties Sluyvesant 
I'ormod his masters at length, in a letter dated 2 lai July, l6Gl, 
in ffhich he also inenliona that the ting of England had beea 
' solicited to invade their territories, for » hich purpose three or 
four frigiitt^,had.bcen solicited and that he liad been made to 
bdieve ihatjlhe Dutch West India Company -he Id thiscountry, 
under sat unlawful title, having only obtaiiied leave of James 1 
I'or a watering place on Siaten Island. 

It won somewhat remarkable, lliat while the Dutch were 
contending with their European neighbours, they had always 
lieen able to muiniaiii friendship with the natives, until the 
(vnr which broke out with the Indians in Ulster county In 
1 (itil ; but this csoiinued for a very shurt time. The fact 
'.lial the Dutch treated them wilh justice and humanity, 
if other nations hud acted in the same judicious manner 
-.voitld have had few complaints respecting Indian masst 
and barbarity. 

On the 12ih March, Ifilj.l, King Cliarles fl by lelicn 
teni under the great seal of England, grnnled to his broiiii 
James duke of York, his heirs and assigns all Mattawacks, no 
Long Island, all Hudson's river, and all the Ititids fioni tilt 
West sideTof Connecticut river to the East side uf Delawart! 
bay, togeiher with all royalties and ihe right of government- 
Of lliisihe Duke sold all that part, which includes the present 
state of New^Jerse^-, in June 1664, to Lord Berkley and Sii' 
George Carteret, in as full a maimer as he had receiviul it. 
And this possessiun uf the English was conlirmed on the l^lsi 
July, I6G7 by the treaty of Breda between Cliarlea II iind llif 
States general. The reraainiiig pari of the property granted] 
now thestateof New-York, was socalled in honour of tbv 
Duke of York. New Jersey took itr name from the iaie of 
Jersey, in compliment to Sir George Carterei, whose family 
came from thence. 

Soon after the grant of this patent, King Charles dcspatcli" 
eda small force for the purpose of subduing the country. Of 
ihe designs of the English against them, the Dutch inhabiianli 
were, by the vigilance of their governor, appiised on the 8ih 
of July, who then received information that an expeililion was 
preparing against thtta, consisting of three 'ves»«\& a^ -^Q at ^ 
gaos eacS, having oa board about thieGhttndt«& W)\^\<«%«s\ 
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it they lay al Portsmoutb wiiiling for b wind 
ned out thai Ihere weri; four vessels. The bui^omnster 
re thereupun called into Council niio ordered the Tort to 
put in the best state of defence. The squadron soon after 
arrived at Boston, ivhere the commissioners' Imd a conference 
with the Council, and earnestly besought the assistance of that 
colony ; but they did not then coniply with the request, al- 
though they did soon after. The reasons urged in their en- 
cuse were poverty and the season, it being then harvest ; but 
perhaps disalfeciion to the Stuabt pamilv, by whose perse- 
cuting spirit, they bad been driven from their nalHve country, 
might have been the true spring af their conduct. As soon as 
nil ihi! vessels arrived at New-York, which w.is on the Sdth ' 
August, Sluyvesnnt sent a polite tetter to the English com- 
manders, desiring the reason of their approiich and continu- 
ance in the harbour, without giving notice to the Dutch, Colo- 
nel Nichols sent an answer the next day, with asummons to 
surrender, ft is addressed *' To the Honourable the Gover- 
nor and chief Council of the Manhattans." 

In this document, he informs them, that the King hJs sov- 
reign had, for the maintenance of his unquestionable rights^ 
commanded hiji to require from the Dutch the surrenderor 
all forts, towns or places of strength under their jurisdiction 
and that he, in his majesty's name, demanded the immedialf 
surrender of the town situate on the island of Manhaltoes, niili 
all the forts thereunto bclonjring. He concludes, by auurint: 
them, that every Dutcii inhnbilani, who should readily submli 
lo his ranjesty's Eovernment, should be secured in At* estati. 
life tmd liberty, a.n A concludes by expressing his expectation. 
that he would receive an answer by the four gentlemen, whom 
he had despatched with the summons. Dated on hoard his 
majesty's snip the Gwyny, SIstAug. 1C64, and subscribed 
" ItoBF.ttT Nichols." 

Stuyvesani promised an answer the next morning and, in 
the mean time, convened the council and burgomasters. He 
was a brave soldier, had lost a leg in the service of his country 
and was desirous of defending the place, by all the means in 
his power. He, therefore, refused both to the inhabitants and 
burgomasters, a sight of the summons, least tiie easy terms 
proposed might induce them to capitulate. The inhabitants 
were called totff-iher at tiie Sladl-house and informed of the 
governor's fefusnl. On the 2d Sept. the burgomasters came 
'oto council and demanded to see the summons, which he, in 
Blofnnger, torero pieces. UpontK\s,v'me:3ptoVci.tfida5;ainj 
act and all its conspqtieiices. Bat noW\^VittanS\w 
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:Muigdispositionof ibe inhabiianis lo ihe Britiih commb- 
nera, outgallant veteran having resolved on a vigorous re- 
sisiance, sem them a long letter vindicating the jusiiccoflhc 
Dutch claims, lo the territorie:!, which they occupied in ihis 
c;ouniry and his determination to support them. This is dat- 
ed, at thp Fort m Amsterdam 3d Sept. 16G4. 

While the governor and council were contending with the 
burgomasters and people in the city, the English commission- 
ers published a proclamation in the country! encouraging (he 
inhabitants to submit, and promising theiii all the privileges 
gfBritish subjects. Many, on discovering from Stuyvesani's 
letter, which was (hen likewise, published, that he was averse 
10 the surrender, being lenrful of the impending storm, resolv- 
L'dlojoin Ihe strongest party and began on Long Island In 
beat up for volunteer?! The honest governor being thus 
invaded by a foreign enemy and not only deserted, but even 
threatened by those onwhuse friendship he had depended, per- 
ceiving that resiatance would only occasion the wanton effusion 
of blood, agreed to the appointment of certain dislinguisherl 
citizens, who, in conjunction wiih the British commissioners 
should conclude a treaty for the surrender of ihe colony. This 
insUumenl consisted of 23 articles, of which it is sufficient lo 
give Ihe outlines of some of tlie most prominent- Tie Stales 
General or West India Company were lo enjoy all farms anil 
houses, except those in the forts and had liberty, within sIk 
utonths, to transport all the ariu and ammunition, which he- 
Jtmged to them. The .people might remain free denizens and 
occupy or dispose of thefr lands, houses and goods as they 
pleased. Tliey were to enjoy free liberty o( conscience, and 
retain their own customs respecting their inheritances. No 
judgment, which had passed any of their courts of judicature 
could be called in question, and all previous differences le- 
Upecting contracts' were to be detc. mined according lo the 
jBsnnerofthe Dutch. No Uutchmnn nor Dutch ship could 
be pressed lo serve in war tiirainst any nation whatever and 
no soldiers quartered on theiohnbitaiits. Inferior civil oflicers 
might continue to fill iheir stations till the customary time of 
DeiT election, and the inliabilanls ^ere entitled to chose depu- 
ties, who should have free voices in all public affaire, Thesol- 
iliers were to march out *i.th the honours of. war and each ol" 
them, who chose' to reOEBfa Jn the country, was entitled to 50 
acres of land. These articles were upproved by Colonel 
Nichols on the 7lh September and on the 9lh by Governor 
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' Ntte-York. The lerms of capitulation were so satisfacl 
fo the inhabiianu, that within two days after (he s' 
the military aid, which had been si 
dbmissed. Hudson's river was a till, however, to be reduc 
Sir George CarlerPi was coinmissioned for ihat purpose i 
subdjed Fort Orange, which, on its capitulation, on the 2 
5cpi''inber, he called Albany in honour of the proprii 
James Duke of York and Albany. Very few of the inh. 
tanlB left the country Even Governor Stuyve 
voded his days in peace on his own estate, situate about a t 
and a half to the Eastwa d of the City Hall, which said es 
is now possessed by Nicholas and Peter Sluyvesant Esqs. 
their two sisters ihe ladies of General Nicholas Fish ani 
Benjamin Winthrop Esq. his descendants of the 5th gen 
lion. 

It is but justice to observe that the descendants of tl 
honest Dutchmen, who, in theyear 161>4, were com pelle 
surrender the city and province to the superior force of 
British have, in general, been exceeded by none of their 
low citizens in honesty, industry and sobriety. They 
likewise, entitled 10 ETeai credit for iheir uniform at.achn 
to tbal Mnstitution, under which we now ^ happily 1 
Many af them at the present day, hold distinguished ofl 
under the national and state governments, the corpora tio 
our dties and also in the church and with very few excepti' 
perform their respective duties, in ~uch a manner, as is 1 
ourable (o theoiselves and advantageous to the public. 
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From Ihe surrender of the province lo the English in la 
Me accession of King William and Queen Marg t6 

throne in lG;J8. 

CoLONBL Nichols havine thus got possession of the ci 
try, assumed the government by the title of " deputy go 
jior,undorhia royal highness the UukeofYork, overall 
territories in America." Soon after the cpmroencemen 
his administration, he with great ftrndence, endeaviiure 
promote the gradual introduction of the English melhot 
government Hence on the 12th June, l665,he incorpor 
fAe/jiAab/binta of New-Tork, under a mayor, five alder 
and a ahenO: Till that time, llie crtj waa ?,overQs4 |~ 
iogto the mode wbich then preva'ikd'm ttuWaai- ~ 
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' TO THK DVTCH AND AOAIM USTOUTS, 

Ai^er an administration of nearly three years, Nicholi re- 
turned to England. He erected no courts of justice ; but took 
upon himself the sole decision of all cases whatsoever, 
he wns a man of nn easy and benevolent disposition ; 
notwilhstanding his plenitude of power, it is much to his ho- 4 
notir, that he governed the province with integrity and mode- 1 

Colonel Francis Lovelace, was appointed to succeed Ni- 
chols and entered on the diilie* of his office in May I6G7'. 
Am he was a man of great moderation, the people lived peace- 
ably under hJm till the re-surrender of the colony, which put 
an end to his power. In l(i72, a war broke out between 
Charles 11 of Gn^rland and the States General. On the 30th 
July, 1G73, 8 few Dutch ships arrived within a few miles of 
Ihe city, when Captain John Manning, who then commanded 
the fort, treacherously delivered it up 10 the enemy without 
firiiig a shot. Anthony Colve, a captain in the array of the 
States General, was appointed governor of the New Nether- 
lands, as they wm_ bounded at the time of the surrender in 
1664. But he did not long enjoy bis oflice, as on the 9lh Feb- 
ruary, 1 674, the treaty of peace betwe«a England and tBc 
States General was concluded, by virtue of which this country 
vms Featured to the English. 

On the 1st J ly, l674, the duke appointed Sir Edmi 
Aiidross to be governor of his territories in America. 
tbeSlst October, a court martial was called to try Manning 
for his treachery and cowardice in having surrendered the 
I Gut. Manning, on his trial, confessed that the charges ad- 
duced against him, were true ; yet the sentence of the court 
was so lenient, that though they declared, that he had deserv- 
ed death, as he had been in England and seen the King and 
the Duke, the pmiishment to be inflicted on him was, that his 
sword should be broke over his head and that he should, in 
future, be incapable of serving his majesty in any oIKce what- 
ever. 

This light censure, however, is no proof that Sir Edward 
Vas a man of a merciful disposition, On the contrary every 
put of his conduct abundantly shews that he was an arbi- 
trary tyrant, who knew no law but the will of his master, nor 
any rule of action except the gratliication of his malignant 
and unruly passions. Tntoards the close of his 'administra- 
tion, he quarrelled with Philip Carteret, who in I68O, ejiercis- 
ed the gtivernmenl of East Jersey, tinder a commission frooa. 
ihe proprietor Sir George Carteret. Andias« fi\aipa\R4 Nia . 
■ |ht and brougfjt him prisoner to thia cWy, Jot VfVfttXvW^I^ 
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alledged by some, th^it he lost bis own government. Bui if it 
be considered, that he was imniediaiely preferred to be gover- 
nor of Massac husetis, it is more than probable, thai he was 
superseded for some nther reasiiii. 

Though the Duke liad uiipointed Colonel Thomas DongaOj 
as the successor of Andross on the 30lh September, 1 682, he 
did not arrive lill the 27th August, in the year following. He 
was a professed catholic , but no bigot. He was a man of in- 
tegrity, moderation and geateel manners, and may be consid- 
ered 03 one of the best governors sent from England to (his 
country. 

Till the arrival of Colonel Dongan, the people had been 
ruled at the will of the Duke or his deputies ; but soon after 
he assumed the government, he issued orders to the freehold- 
ers to choose representatives, who should meet him in Assem- 
bly, on the 17th October, H>B3. Noihmg could be more agree- 
able to the people, who whether Dutch or English, were bom 
the subject of a free state, and who, of coar^, could not easi- 
ly submit to the arbitrary mandates of ah 'Individual. Don- 
gan, who undoubtedly hatl ihe interest of the province at 
heart, surpassed all bis predecessors in keeping the Indians 
in a stslfiof tranquillity. And it ought to be mentioned to his 
honutilApst though he was ordered by the Dtihe, to i?ncoiirag;e 
the French priests to live amongst them, he expressly forbade 
the natives to entertain them, as he well knew, that the object 
of^lheae missionaries was not lo propagate the blessed gospel : 
but to alienate the affections of the Indians from the En^zlL^lj 
government and to inducethem to espouse the cause of France. 
These pretended apostles were, however, notwithstanding th'' 
governor's endeavours to prevent it, too successful in their 
matrhinslions. The V\\6 Nations of Indians, as they were 
caUed, who were then very powerful, at their instigation, com- 
menced hostilities on the back parts of Virginia and Mary- 
land, which occarioned a |;rand convetition, at Albany, in 
168-i, where a treaty was made, by which the Indians agreed 
to desist from further depredations. The ratificalinn ofthb 
treaty was, in a great measure, owing to the exertions of Col- 
onel Dongan, whom the Indians deservedly held in great es- 

Soon afterlhis, De la Barre governor of Canada, with a 
powerlul army, made war againstWe Five Nations, meditat- 
ing no less than their total destruction, and a letter was receiv- 
td by Colonel Dongan, from the Duke commanding him to 
iaj no obstacles ir) the way; hut the Governor regardla^'^f 
A/sinasfer's orders, apprized thelndV^flao^ftift^M 
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VNDIR TOK ■NOLlatL 

3Dd proaaised to assist then. Between the Indians and €»• 
iiadians, a sanguinary war took place, which continued irith 
variotu success, till the end of the year [6S8; but a: 
events, which occurred during that war are foreign to thi 
jecl, T shall only observe, ihat on (he 26ih July, twelve ht 
dred Indians landed at Montreal, while the French wer«! 
perfect securii)', burnt their bouses, and put to the sword all 
the men, women and children, whom they fell in with. A 
ibousand French were slain and twenty-six made prisoners and 
burnt alive. Many more were taken in October following 
and the lower pan of the island completely destroyed. Never 
before did the Canadians sustain so heavy a loss ; nor did 
tfaeir distresses end here. Numerous scouts from the Five 
Nations continually infested their borders and, by theirre- 
peated depredations, prevented them from cultivating their 
fields, inconsequence of which a famine ratjed through the 
whole country. It was, therefore, peculiarly fortunate to the 
French, that through the pusillanimous and fluctuating raea* 
sures pursued under the reign of James II, then king of Eng- 
land, the colonies were incapable of aOording succour to the 
Indians. 

While these things were transacting in Canada, a 
tiie greatest iniporlance was opening in this city. A gene) 
disafTection to the government prevailed among the peopl 
Roman Catholics began to settle in the province, under tl 
smiles of the governor. The collector and several principal 
officers threw off the mask and openly avowed their adherence 
to the church of Rome. A latin school was opened and the 
general belief was that the teacher was a Jesuit. The whole 
dommunity was thrown into the most violent agitation, asil 
was generally believed, that the Protestant cause was in dan- 
»er Should such circumstances occur, in this country, at the 
present day, ihey would excite no alarm ; but let it be remem- 
bered that, at thai period, the doctrine of religious liberty was 
scarcely, if al all. understood. During the dark ages, perse- 
i^uting principles acquired great strength. They struck tbeit 
roots very deep in the hierachy of the church of Home and ig- 
lulerance was the evil spirit, which pervaded all the members 
ofihat body. Bui it would beunjust, if we should confine 
'lur censures of this persecuting mania to the church of Borne; 
for it is notorious, that immediately after the reforroalioo, 
much of the same spirit still remained amongst the protestants, 
and the most melancholy effects were often produced by it. 
fliew England was scarcely settled by the Put\*,at\a,'«W\iwl. 
^ge$a drirea from iheic native coualry, by i«Yv^«>i^ ' "*" 
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ranee, when the most severe laws were enacted against tbe 
unoffensive people called Quakers, some of whom were hanged^ 
and we have many in^tanoes in tbe history of this cityy by 
which it will evidently appear, that not only individuals ; ^t 
communities, at large, have been put to great inconvenience^ 
because they could not conscientiously subscribe to .the same 
religious opinions as were entertained by men in power. Now 
I am confident, there is not, in the whole of the New Testa- 
ment, a single text, which affords the least shadow of aofhority 
for persecution, on account of difference of opinion ; but innu- 
merable passages might be adduced, to prove, that such a spi- 
rit is altogether repugnant to that^of the gospel. One, howev- 
er, shall suffice. The following is recorded in the 9th chapter 
of Luke's gospel, from tbe 51st to the 56th verse inclusive; 
'^ jind it came to passy when the time waa comCy thai he should 
he received up, he immediately Bet his face to go to JerUSOr- 
lemy and sent messengers before his face ; and they vent and 
entered into a village of the Samaritans to make ready for 
himj and they did not receive him ; because his face wasj as 
though he would go to Jerusalem. And when his disciples 
James and John saw this, they said, Lord, unit thou, that we 
command fire to come down from, heaven and consume them^ 
even as Elias did ? But he returned and rebuked them and 
said, ye know not what manner of spirit ye are of: For the 
Son of man is not come to destroy men's lives, but to scofe 
them. And they went to another village" It may then be 
asked, does Christianity tolerate idolatry The preceding pas- 
sage decides this point very clearly. The worship of the Sa- 
maritans was not instituted by God. It was set up in opposi- 
tion to instituted worship, and ignorance was the mother of 
their devotion. Many heathenish rites were employed in 
their temple on Mount Gerizzim and their temple itself was 
consecrated to Jupiter Olympus. Yet our blessed Lord 
would not have them destroyed on these accounts. On tiic 
contrary, he rebuked his disciples, not for deserting their own 
station; not for usurping the powers and prerogatives of other 
men, thousfh in these respects they were faulty ; but for mis- 
taking the true s iritof his religion ; forgiving place to sinful 
and crjel passions altogether inconsistent with its principles. 
Here it may be asked does the Christian reliuion tolerate Ju- 
daism, Mahoraetanism and Paganism ? The answer is, that 
though every religion were enumerated, which now exists in 
the world, The Christian Rrlioion will tolerate them 
ALL, provided they teach no opinions^ which are destructive 
f9 the stfUe or danfferou$ to the peace of the comwumt-^. 
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UNDBE THE EHOLIIB. S^ 

Every man has aright to Judge far himsciriD matters or reli- 
giiin. ThU is a privilege which he received from his Creator. 
It is confirroed to him by the religion of Jesus and none, but 
■ tyrai)! ivill altempi to encroach upon il. Bin it is a lamen- 
table fact, that li)e liberty of worshipping Gad, nccnrding lu 
the diciades of conscience, has been restricted for mnny ages, 
in every christian country and is even, at this day, fuliy and 
securely enjoyed in none, except in the United States of Amer- 
ica. Catholics, indeed, have the privilege in Great Britain and 
Ireland, an wdl as in the United -etherlands, Denmarit and 
Sweden ofworshipping God in their own way; and proles- 
tants enjoy asimilarliberty In France and some other catho- 
lic countries ; bin stili in each of (hesi- nations, there Is an ea- 
tiiblished religion and those, who do not submit to its doctrines 
and discipline are suhjecied to certain privations and restric- 
tions. But, in this biippy land, such distinctions are entirely 
unknown. Here, all denodinQtions are left at perfect liberty 
to support I heir own ministers and maintain the order of their 
worship in such way as to them may be most agreeable. Nor 
lias this uiiliniiied toleration produced more sects in this than 
in other countries, less tolerant of religious opinions. It may 
be farther observed, that though we have now in this city 14 
religious denominations, several of them, however, difTering 
from each other rslher in name than in reality, all of them live 
(cither in the greatest harmony. Hence it is probable, that 
Wch malignant feuds, as those, which disgraced our city in the 
^ear l684, and, at several other periods of our history, will 
iBever again be witnessed either here or in any olhei- part of our 
country. 

But tt! return from my digression, Dongan, about this time 
incurred the king's displeasure, through his zeal to promote 
ihe tnre interest of the colony and, likewise, lost his popularity 
ftiBong the inhabitants. Previous to his departure, he resign- 
ed his authority to Francis Nicholson, the lieutenant governor. 
But all was now in confusion. News had arrived from Eng- 
land, that King James, in consequence of bis arbitrary (nea- 
Burea, had become so obnox'Dua to the ppople, that dreading 
(heir vengeance, he had deemed it cupedient to secure his per- 
sonal safety by quilling his kingdoms; that the parliament 
had declared he had forfeited his right ta the throne, which 
Ihey settled on William & Mary (king James's daughter) the 
prince and princess of Orange. This inlelligeiicf gieaily en- 
couraged the discontented, who then constituted the greatest 
pan of the inhabitants; but no man dateA \o \*V.« a.w %.cSw« 
parf. till the people of Boston bad set iVie eTam\\a. "Sw t-V 



d Andres, by his tyranny in N? w England, bad drawn 
upon himself ihe odium of the people, who spumii^ at hU de- 
spotic rule, cast him into priion and arierwards sent him to 
England. The guvemment, in (he mean time, was vested ia 
what ihey termed a committee of safety. Upon the news of 
this eveni, several captains nf the militia met in Ibis city to con- 
oert measures in favour of the Prince of Orange. Amongst 
them, Captain Jacob Leisler, a man of moderate fortune and 
in tolerable esteem amongst the people, although destitute of 
every qualiticalion necessary for a daring enterprise, took the 
lead and obtained an absolute controul over the other officers. 
The first thing, which he did was to seize the garrison in 
the city, which he entered with Tirty-nine men, and determin- 
ed to hold it till the whole militia should Join him. He pub< 
lished a declaration in favour <jf the prince of Orange; but as 
the council and magistrates of the city were against it, it was 
subscribed only by a few of bis more particular adherents. 
From a variety of causes, however, his party, in a few days, 
gained Btrengtn, so that on the 3d of June i6S9, he was joined 
by six captains and four hundred men of the ciiy and a compa- 
ny of seventy from East Chester, who all subscribed a second 
declaration oiuiually agreeing to hold (he fort for the prince. 
Leisler's sudden attainment of supreme power ovtir the prt^ 
vince and the prospects of King William's approbation of his 
conducT, naiurally excited the jealousy of the late council and 
iHBgislrates, and hence arose their aversion to the man and his 
measures ; and the future divisions in the province, which ter- 
minated at length fatally to himself. 



Prom Ike aceeanon of King }Villiain and Queen Mary to the 
CToiBa in 1686, to the arrival of Governor Buraet, in the 
year 17 -C 

King William finding himself in quiet possession oflhc. 
British crown, began to direct his attention towards the settle- 
ment of his American colonies. lie accordingly granted a 
commission to Colonel Henry Sloughier as governor of New- 
Vork; but he did not arrive here till the tilth of March 
1€91. Never was a. governor more wanted than at this cri- 
#ji^ «s weU for reconciling a divided people, as for defendisg 
■tkem against the wiles of the French in Canada. V. nrf^^" 
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VNDEX THX BNDLISa. 

iiately happened, however, thai ihe man appointed for t 
station, was desliiule of every requisite qualifiFatioD, as 
was licentious id his morals, poor and avaricious. 

IfLeisler had delivered the garrison to Sloughter, as 
ought on his arrival in this city, besides extinguishing the 
idling animosities, he u-outd doubtless have conciliated the ft*' 
vouroflhegovernour, as well as of ihi- king. But hewasao 
infatuated with the love of power, that though he well knew of 
Sloughter's appoimiijeni to the government, he shut himself 
up in the fort and refused to surrender it. At last, however, 
be deemed it expedient to give it up, nhich Sloughter imme- 
diately entered, and issued a commlssiun of Oyer and Termi- 
ner for the trial of Leisler and many of his adherents. He 
and his son in law Jacob Milborne were condemned to death 
for high treason. 

Here it may be proper to observe, that from the surrender 
ofthis province by the Dutch to theyear I<i63, the Uuke of 
York, possessed full sovereignty. He appointed the governors 
and the council, who made rules and orders, which were ac- 
knowledged as laws. These about the year 1674, were ar- 
ranged in a regular manner and a fair copy of them may be 
found in the archives of the state. They were commonly 
known, by the name of " The Duke's Laws." The title 
page, which is pompous enough, is written in the old court 
hand and in the latin language, of which the fol owing is a 
translation. "The jurisprudence of New York, or laws 
enacted and ordained by the most illustrious prince James 
Duke uf York, to be observed in the territories of America, 
transcribed in tlip year of our Lord l674-" 

For the sake of shewing the spirit of the times, I trust that 
the following brief abstract of a few of the moat remarkable of 
these taws will be perused with some degree of interest 

Capital Crimci. These were in number twelve, lat Th« 
denying of the true God and his attributes, by direct, express, 
impious, or presumptuous ways. 2d, Wilful and premeditat- 
ed murder. 3d. The sla y tng of a person with sword or dag- 
ger, who hath no weapon to defend himself. 4th. The slay- 
ing or causing a person lo be slain, by lying in wait privately 
for him, by poison or any such wicked conspiracy. 5lh, and 
6lh. Two detestable crimes, which delicacy forbids to men- 
lion. 7th. Man stealing. 8th. Bearing false witness naU> 
ciously and on purpose to lake away a man's life, ytl '"'-'^ 
traitorously denying of his majesty's right and title 
crowns and dominions or the raising o( aim* to Tcivaxfe*' 
thotity. lOtb. The treacherously conspino^ «« "^vIS^^T 
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(emptiag to bvade or surprise any town or (otrns, fort or forU 
vithiD the province. lUh. A young person, above sixteen 
years of age smiting his father or moll) er, unless thereunto 
forced for seU" preservation, at the comptaini of the father or 
mother, and not otherwise. 12th. Every roarried person, 
who shall be proved by confession of parties, or by sufficient 
testimony to have had carnal connection, with a married man 
or woman. But should any single person be found guilty, 
in the same manner of having had a crimioal intrigue, wrih a 
oiarried manor woman, they both shall be grievously fined 
and punish«<t, as the governor and council, or the court of as- 
sises hall deem proper, not extending to life or limb. 

Condemned. No one, condemned to die, shall be executed, 
till some days after his sentence, unless the governor see spe- 
cial cause to the contrary or in case of martial law, and the 
person executed shall be buried near the place of execution. 

Forgery. Any person guilty of that crime, shall stand 
in the pillory, three several court days, render double dama- 
ge* to the party injured, and also be disqualified to be witness 
or juror in a court of justice. 

Fornication. If any man commit fiirnicalicoVith a single- 
woman, ihey shall both be punished by enjoining marriage, 
1^ infliction of fine or corporal punishment, or any of ihem. 
according to the discretion of the court. 

Hones and Mares. No mare shall be exported from this 
govefDment to Barbadoes, Virginia or any other remote plan- 
tation, without special license, under the penally of forfeiting 
the mare, so shipped for exportation. 

Indians. No purchase of lands from Indians, after the 1st 
March 1664, shall be valid, without leave from the governor, 
before whom the purchaser shall bring the sachem and right 
owner of such lands to acknowledge payment and satisfaction 
for the same, whereupon tliey shall have a grant from the go- 
vernor; and the purchase so made is to be entered on there- 
cords of the office. No Indian shall, at any lime, be suffeied 
to perform outward worship to the devil, in any town within 
this government. 

Innkeepers. No person licensed to keep an Inn or ordina- 
ry shall unreasonably exact on his guests. The price of a 
neal with small beer, shall be eight pence only, unless the 
guest shall make another agreement with the landlord, who 
shall always be provided with good and wholesome sUong 
beer, of at least, four bushels of malt to a hogshead under the 
peaahy off n-eniy shillings for ibc 6iai oRenw^fett.^ shillings 
for th« gecoad and loss of license. It wpeiHnueivoaii-^ aT« 
to sell beer out of doors, at&penD7,tlie4iec£Utt%m.'an&^- 
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» Marriages. After providing, (hat persons about to be mar- 
pried shall declare upon uaih, before the minister or Justice, 
that they are not under the bonds of luatrimoay to any person 
living^ it is decreed, that if it shall be afterwards proved. 
cither or both the parties are perjured and thereby at 
dcinble marriage, the party or persona so offending shall b« 
bored through the lungue with a red hut ircn and also proceed* 
ed against as is pravided in cases of perjury. But if either 
parly shall be proved ignorant of the other's fraud, the inno 
cent person shall recover damages against the guilty and be 
as CrtCf as if such marriage had not been ratilied. 

ji provision to supply the place of laiot. 

As it is almost impossible to provide sufficient laws in all 
cases, or proper punishments far all crimes, the court of sec* 
sions shall not take further notice of any case or crime ; 
but remit the same with the examination and proofs to the 
next court of assizes, where matters of equity shall be decided 
or punishments awarded, according in ibe discreiion of the 
bench, and not contrary to the known laws of England. 

On the 9th of April 1691, the assembly commenced iu seg. 
sion in this city, and as it was the first thai was held after the 
levulution of l668. it may be propertogive a ^llort account 
•fits transactions. The house was composed of seventeen 
members, vix. four from the city and county of New-\ork, 
Iwo from Ulster and Dutchess counties, and two from e»ch of 
the following counties, viz. from Albany, Richmond, Suflblk, 
Queen's and King's and one from Wesichfsler. 

James Graham of this city was elected speaker and a[>- 
proved by the Governor. The representatives from Queen's 
county, belonging to the society of friends, commonly called 
quakers were dismissed lar refusing the oaths prescribed by thti 
governor. The remaining fiReen were qualified. This body 
was opposed to the measures of Leisler during the latter part 
of his lime. Hence, they unanimously resolved that his coiv- 
ducl, in many instances, which they specified, was tumultuous, 
illegal and against their nmjesiy's right and that his holding 
the fort against the governor was an act of rebellion. The 
governor was very unwilling to cut olflwo men, viz. Leisler 
and his son in law who (hough highly culpable, had in a most 
signal manner, contributed to the revolution ; but when drown> 
ed ih his cups, at a feast, which had been prepared forliim, ht 
was prevailed on to sign the death warrant and before he re- 
covered his senses, the prisoners were esecuvei. V.<witfs^* 
no looD after carried a complaint \a ^% £i>£\'a\i %wwi«" " 
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r eqtressing his displcajuri: m their untnaiinerfy deoidl, 
.s he cslis it, of ihe proposed anieiidrnent to the bill, he goes 
on. " I have the power orecillating or suapentling any DliniB- 
lerin my goveriimeni, by iheir majesiies letters patent, and 
whUstlataj' liere, I wiH take care, liiat neither heresy, sedi- 
tion, schism or rebellion be prearhed among you nor vice aod 
profanity encouraged." &c " You have sal along tim* and 
have been a great charge to the cnuntry. Ten shillings a day 
is a large allowance. You have been always forward enough 
to pull down the tees of other ofTicers. Why did you not 
think it expedient to reduee your own Id a more moderate al- 
lowance f" SiC, 

The violence of this man's temper is evident in oil bii trans- 
actions with the assembly; and it can unly be attributed tu 
the ignorance of the times, that the members instead of assert* 
ing ibeir rights, peaceably piii up with his rudeness. They 
Cerlatinly deserved better at his hands ; for the revenue estab- 
lished, last yeV) was at this sfssion, continued fur five years 
longer, during which period agreeably to the manner in which 
public accounts were then kept, the governor was, in a great 
measure, independent. 

It appears, however, that Fletcher contrived soon after to 
get an ftCl passed iu some shape or oilier, for the suppr-rl of a 
ministry; but it did nut comport with his high loned ideas, 
concerning the^uniiy of a church eMaUishment. We accor- 
dingly find, thai on the 12th of April lf^5, upon a petition of 
five church wardens and ve.'tryiiirn of ihia city, the house 
gave It as their opinion, ■ ihni ilie vr<-irymen and church war- 
dens have power to call a dissenting proieslant minister, and 
that be is to be paid and raainiiiin>i).aa the act directs." The 
intent of the petition was to rcfuif ihf pr<>vailiiiE opinion, thai 
the late act was made for the sole benefit of -.piscopal clergy- 
men. 

It would be foreign to our purpose to detail the many bicker- 
ings, which during the admJnislralion of ibis man, took place 
Iteiweenhim and the a.isembly He wxs consiantly demanding 
I money for public purposes, of which be was always cnreful lo 
appriipriatea considerable portion to his owH benefit and was 
so headstrong in hisaeallo compel others to entertain the 
same opinions which he yrclnndrd lo bold with respect to 
religion, that he became highly iinpiFpular, and the inhabi- 
tants were greatly pleased at his recijl, 

Richard Earl of Belamnni, who wa his successor, arrived 
onaie2dAiiri\ [698. His lordship was vested i 
\fJihf command of Massschusetis Baj and ^ew U^ia,'^ 
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kiwell as of this prnvince,«nd aa tlie charge of three ealontea 
vould necessarily involve him in a multiplicity of busineia, he 
bruught with him his kinsnMD Georgia Nonlan as lieutenont 
governor, HJJ speech nj the New Assembly convMwd 
the 18th May .ave the luiiesi evidence of his abhoTTMcn 
the late adiDlnisirHlion. *' 1 cannoi but observe," Ays 
" whata legacy rny.preilecesscir ha» lefi me and what dilBcuf- 
ties to struggle through with; a divided peuple, an empty 
purse, a lew misHrabie, naked, halfalarved soldiers, not half 
the number the king allowed pay for; the furtili cations and 
even the govermtr'a hnuse very nweti out of repair, and 
word, Ihe »hole government o'ut of frame." He compli 
likewise, of this province having been a nqted receptacle 
pirates arwlofthe negleci and connivance of those, whose dul]^ 
il was to have prevented ii. Kid,ihe noted bucaneer thea 
sailed iriamphant on theucean, and it is certain, that he ss 
well as several of his associates were fiwfuemly supplied with' 
provisions by the inhabitants of Lung Island^ #ho till, within, 
a very few years, were so infatuati-d with the m " 
))iraies buried great qitunlitiesof money along the coast, ihl 
there is scarcely a point of land or an island, nliicli ha: 
been dug to a great depih, in search of pioney ; but we hav< 
never learnt, that any one ever got as much, al^er all his toil 
and expense, as wunld pay tor a good dinner. 

Soon alier Lord Bdlamiint had entered on the duties of his 
office, some diificulli^ aro^e between the governor uf Cenada 
and him, reipecting the Indians of the Five IVatiuns. His 
Wrdship acted with great firmness. In a letter, which he 
vratetohis oppuneni, he stmed, that the Five Nations had 
ever been considered as British subjects and that he would not 
mtiTer them to be insulted, and he conghidts in these words. 
" If it is necessary, 1 will nrni every ninn in the provinces, un- 
der my government, to oppose you iind redress the injury, 
which you may perpetrate against our Indians." Mailers 
being settled with the French, the New Assembly convenet] 
Mnrch 21st l699- Among the principal acts, passed at ibis 
<Msion there was ore in favour ofthe friends ofLeisler, one 
sainsl pirates, onetoraiaeijOT.'iO as a present to his lordship 
lid JH250 for the lieutenant governor. The revenue act, was 
I'ntinued fur SIX years longer ami a very necessary law viai 
passed for the regulation iireteclions. The assembly also. 
took into consideration sundry eitrava^anl grants ol land, 
which Fletcher had made to his favourites. Lord Uellamoni 
who justly thought, that those large patents wouW ^tenvVj \to- 
W%§4e the settleioent of Ihe couMry, ptocuTed TecQvam^tv&WS 
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•am the Lord's Justices for vacaliag iheOT) 
which wat now regularly sanctioned by a law. 

At ihe next mevtiDgofthe legislature in the year 1700, lit- 
tle business was done, and some part o( thai' liiile abundantly 
shews, that they knew nothing ortherightsorconacience. They 
passed an act far hanging every popish priest, who voluntarily 
Game into the province. The alledgf d reason for this most gla- 
ring ontrage on Christianity was lliat a great number of French 
Jesuits were constantly endeavouring to alienate the Indians 
from iheir altachmenl to the British. Bui were there no others 
employed in the same manner besides the French Jesuits ? 
If there were, the law should have been general and passeJ 
the same sentence of condemnation on every one guilty of the 
•ffence. 

It is probable, however, that notwithstanding his having 
sanctioned (his iniquitous law, Lord Bellamont might have- 
been of considerable service to the colony, as he was a man of 
polite manners and desirous to promote the general good ; 
but he died on the 5th of March 1701. His death was the 
Bonrceof new troubles; for Nanfan the lieutenant governor 
being then in Barbadoes, great disputes arose among the coun- 
sellors, concerning the person, wlio should act as governor. 
A kind of inl^rr^num, therefore, look place till the l(fth 
of May, when Nanfan arrived and put an end to the contro- 
versy, by taking upon himself the supreme command. 

During the short administration of Nanfan, the greatest 
confusion existed in every department of guvcrnmenl, in con- 
sequence of ihe existing animosity between, what was called, 
the Leislerian and the Anlileislerian factions. Justice was 
out of the question, and every mattec in controversy was de- 
cided according to the will of that party, which happened to 
have the ascendancy. 

The governor, who succeeded him was Lord Combury, son 
of the Earl of Clarendon. As he came to this province in 
very indigent circumstances, and hunted out of England by 
liis hungry creditors, he was ben r upon squeezing as much 
money out of the purses of an indigent people, as he possibly 
could. His talents were, bv no means, brilliant; but in his 
zeal for the church, he was not surpassed by any of his prede- 
cessors. With these qualifications he began his adniinistra* 
tion, on the 3d of May j 702 

The following summer was remarkable for a dreadful mor- 
lality, which prevailrd in the city and made a grand epoch in 
fo history, diatinpuished by the "time of the great sickness." 
'' ' ly "The yellow (evet," and V\\\eA aVinost every 
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one, who was seized with it. On this occasion lord Cornbury 
had his residence at Jamaica, Long Island, a pleasant village 
about twelve miles from the city. The inhabitants at il^t 
time, consisted partly of Dutch planters ; but mostly of emi- 
grants from New England. These people had erected a neat 
presbytenan church and had a handsome house and glebe for 
the use af their pastor, it appears that the town vote, by 
virtue of which the building had been erecied, contained no 
cbiise to prevent its' biging hereafter engrossed by another sect. 
The Episcopal party, aware of this omission seized the edi- 
fice for themselves, by entering the church on Sunday, during 
the interval of divine service, while the minister and his con- 
gregation were in perfect security. This daring outrage led 
to considerable uneasiness amongst the people ; but in all 
these controversies, the governor abetted the episcopal zealots 
and harassed the others, by prosecutions, fines and imprison- 
ment. His conduct, in this afiair, was indelicate and highly 
improper ; but we soon after find him guilty of an act so 
shamefully base, that no man could have perpetrated it with- 
out violence to every principle of generosity and justice. 
When he fied from the pestilence in the city to this village, 
Mr. Hubbard, the Presbyterian minister, lived in the best 
house in it. HislordsJiip begged the loan of it for the use of 
his family and the worthy man put himself to great inconve- 
nience, in complying with the request. But, behold the in- 
gratitude of this detestable bigot In return for the benevolent 
conduct of Mr. Hubbard, he perfidiously delivered the par- 
sonage house into the hands of the Episcopal party, caus- 
ed the glebe to be divided into lots and farmed out for the ben- 
efit of the Episcopal cMirch. This man, who like every other 
persecutor wa» an absolute stranger to the principles of mo- 
rality, honesty or religion, was so averse to every sect, except 
his own, that he endeavoured to prevent the ministers and 
schoolmasters of the Dutch churth, then the most numerous 
in the colony .from preaching or teaching without his license. 
Another instance of the persecuting spirit, which influenced 
the whole of Cornbury's administration, occurred in the year 
I7OT' The inhabitants of the city then consisted of Dutch 
and French Calvinists, some English Episcopalians, and a 
still smaller number of Presbyterians, who having no church 
used to assemble, at a private house every Lord's day, for pub* 
lie worship. Such were their circumstances, when two Pres- 
byterian ministers, the Rev. Messieurs Francis Mc^Kemie and 
John Hampton arrived here about the begimCm^ oi ^^ ^^»at« 
The Dutch b&dcimsenteiy that Mr. M51&ena& im^XY^n^^ 
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in their church ; but this the governor expressly prohibited* 
He, therefore, preached in a private house on the ensuing sab« 
bath and Mr. Hampton, on the same day, officiated in the 
Presbyterian church at Newton Long Island. For preaching 
^vithout hMordship's license, both these gentlemen* were soon 
after arrested and committed to prison,' in this city for six 
weeks and four days, when they were admitted to bail, till the 
next meeting of the supreme court. No bill was found against 
Mr. Hampton and Mr. Mc^Kemie, though acquitted by the 
jury was, owing to the shameful partiality of the court, not 
discharges from his recognizance, till they had illegally extort- 
ed from him all the fees of his prosecution, which together 
with ills expenses, exceeded two hundred-dollars. 

Lord Cornbury was now daily losing the favour of the peo- 
ple. His persecution of the Presbyterians had greatly en- 
creased the number of his enemies, and the Dutch were afraid 
of his bigotted fury against them. His excessive avarice, his 
embezzlement of the public money, and his sordid refusal to 
pay his private debts, bore so heavily upon his reputation, that 
it was impossible for his adherents to support him. 

Nor was Cornbury less obnoxious to the people of New Jer- 
sey than to those of New- York. The assembly of that pro- 
vince made a complaint to'Queen Ann respecting his bad con- 
duct, who forthwith divested him of his power and appointed 
lord Lovelace in his stead, declaring that she would not coun- 
tenance her nearest relations* in oppressing^ her people. His 
lordship was no sooner superseded, than hi-^ creditors threw 
him into prison, where he remained till the death of his father, 
when he was liberated and returned to England., 

During the administration of Lovelace, which was very 
short, nothing extraordinary oacurred. He died on the 5tli 
of May 1709 and was succeeded by Richard Ingolsby the 
lieutenant governor who had exercised the government, seve- 
ral years before, upon the death of Colonel Sloughter. Du- 
ring the short time, that he was at the head of affairs, nothing 
occurred worthy of notice except a fruitless attempt to reduce 
Canada under the British crown. Towards this enterprise, 
the province of New-Yoik contributed more than its propor- 
tion in men and money : but owing to some unexpected oc- 
currences, the fleet did not arrive in time, with the expected 
reinforcements, a general discontent took place throughout 
the country and the expedition was abandoned. Ingolsby 
was displaced on the 10th of April 171O and Gerardus Beck- 

^ Combary was Qaeeu M^ix^''& co>&&Vii. 
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^^^HD acted as governor till the arrival of Brigadi 
^^Ke 14th of June following. 

Governor Hunter, who was a native of Scoiland, bad 
lionour of being intimately itcquainled with Addison, Swi 
and many of the other literary characters of the day ami ii 
probnblj' owing to their interest, that he was advanced t( 
important office. He brought over trith him about 3000 Pat- 
alines, wbo faud fled to Bnglaiid from the rage of persecution 
in Gerinanv. Many of these people seiiled in this city, 
where they bnili a Luthenm church, tin the same spot on 
tvhich Grace church now stands. Part ofihera seated them- 
selves on Living ton's Manor, where they formed a village 
called the Camp, and some went into Pennsylvania, where 
liiey were toon after followed by many ihausands of their 
countrymen. Queen Anne's liberality tn these people -.vns 
not more serviceable to ihem than to this city, and oilier pla- 
ces, tvbere lliey lonk up their residence. They as welt i 
their descenrienta who are very numerous are, in general, di 
linguished fur honesty inttusiry aiid sobriety, and may 
rankfd amongst our beat ciiizensl 

On the 2d July 1711, the assembly was convened ii 
city, when the governor laid before them the orders which he' 
had received from the Brit isih ministry, respecting a third in* 
Tasion of Canada. That body was so well pleased with the 
design, thai, in a lew days thereafter, an act was pa^ed for 
raising forces, the price of pro\ isions was restricted lo certain 
particular sums and bills of credit for forwarding the expedi 
tion were issued to ibe amount nf$-25,0m 

While these preparations were making in this city, the dcct 
CMisistingof twelve men of war, forty- six transports, with a 
fine train of artillery sailed from Boston for Canada, and a- 
bout a month afterwards. General Nicholson arrived at Alba- 
B J, at the head of 4000 men raised in this colony and in those 
^^E« Connecticut and New Jersey, with about 6l)U Indians rais- 
^^Bd by Colonel Schuyler. The fleet, however, ha< ' only reach- 
^^Kld llie mouih of the river St. Lawrancd, when it experienced 
^^fbsevcre storm, in consequeilce of which eight transports con- 
^^^niining SOO persons, were cast away. On the 1 4th September^ 
^^Hie Heet arrived at Spanish River Bay, where it was deiermin 
^Hu in a council of war to return home, without making any 
^^"fcrllier attempts; and the news of the disaster having reached 
this city, the troops wererecalled from Albany, without hav- 
ing effected any thing. 
I Our public affairs never wore a more gloomy as^cUtWk^W-. 

^^Kfhis juncture. Great fe.irs were enter Uiined, xNvvV, to wasa|^ 
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quence of the late ill success against Canada, the minds of the 
Five Nations would be alienated from the British interest. 
The Senecas and Sbawanas were also highly disaffected and 
it was generally apprehended, that they would attack' the in-^ 
habitants un the Hudson River. An invasion by sea was ex- 
pected on this city, where the inhabitants heui been .alarmed 
in April preceding by an insurrection of the n^oes, who in 
the prosecution of apian to set fire to the city, had burnt 
down a house in the night and killed several persons engaged 
in extingnishing the flames, for which nineteen of them were 
executed. But distressed as the colAiy then was, the assem- 
bly were inflexibly averse tn the establishment of a revenue, 
which in formel* cases, had been shamefully misapplied. The 
governor, at the next session, endeavoured to cajole them into 
a ^mpliance with his wishes ; but the house strictly adhered 
to their former determination. Provoked at what he termed 
their obstinacy, and to put an end to the disputes between the 
two houses, he dissolved the assembly. 

Before the meeting of the next assembly, the peace was 
concluded between France and England by the treaty of 
Utrecht, on the 31st March 1713, in consequence of which 
all fears for the safety of the city subsided. Governor Hunter 
was greatly disappointed in his expectations respecting the re- 
sult of the election ; for though several new members were 
chosen, the majority were equally opposed to some of his fa- 
vourite measures, as the late assembly. They convened on 
the 27th of May 1713, and though not without some hesita- 
tion, passed a law fur the support of government, to which as 
well as to that laying an excise on strong liquors, (the first of 
the kind, wiiich had been passed in this colony) the governor 
gave his assent. But the debts of the government remained 
unnoticed till the summer of the year 1714. Their amount 
was ^78,000 to pay which, as it was then deemed a prodi- 
gious sum, recourse was had to the emission of bills of credit to 
that value. 

The news of Queen Anne's death having arrived in the en- 
suing fall, a dissolution of the assembly took place of course, 
and a new one met in May 1715, which continued only to the 
21st of July following 5 for the governor being now determin- 
ed to to subdue those whom he could not allure, again diis- 
solved the assembly. He succeded in his design. The new 
House met on the 9ih of June 171 6, soon after which it be- 
came evident, from the harmony introduced between the two 
branches of the legislature, that a majority of the members 
were in the interest of the governor and lV\e^ coii\A\wkii^ V^V^^ 
so^ during the remaining pari of Vus aAu\\a\%U^V\«i* 
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POntlie24th June 1719, Uovernor Hunter delivered I 
' ren-ell address to (he assembly, Troin which 1 select ihe 
followiDg iDterestiag passage. " I look with pleasure" tays 
lie " on the present quiei and peaceable state of ihe p. opte 
here J whilst I reflect on that, in which I found them at my ar< 
rival. At the uery name of party or faction efemxta be for- 
gotten, may it, for ever, lie buried in oblivion and no utrife 
ever happen among you, but that laudable emulation, who 
shall approve hiinielf Ihe most dutiful subject and the moit 
ujefal member of a melleglablished and Nourishing cammuni- 
/y,ofwhich you, gentlemen, have givenahsppy example, 
wliich I hope »ill be followed by future assemblies." 

The house in their answer, which was written by their 
speaker Robert Livingston Es<i. and Colonel Murris of Mori»- 
aniaand which wax subscribed by all the members, shewed 
Ihat they wpre unwilling to be outdone by his Excellency in 
point of courtesy and contains so favourable a testimonial of 
his gaud ronduci, as few governors have had the honour of 
carrying honie with them. 

The governor having left the province 31st July 1 71Q, the 
chief command devolved on Peter Schuyler, the eldest oiember 
onhccouncil. During his short ailrainistraliun, hebrbavedj 
with great moderation and integrity ; but nothing occurred it 
regard to this city which is worthy of notice. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



rival of Gotiemor Burnet tit 1720 till the Neg 
Plot in the year 173'.). 



BuENET Esq, entered on his office as governor 
Ql this province, 17th September, 1720. He was asoii of the 
celebrated bishop of that nume, whose active exenioiis in prn- 
nioting the revolution, which placed King William on the 
throne, rendered him very conspicuous in the histof^ of Great 
Britain. He was a well bred scholar, sprightly, and social hi 
his disposition, averse to pomp, and siudiuus, by every means 
in his power, of rendering himself agreeable to the people. 
No governor before him did ao much business In chancery as 
he. Indeed, he seemed peculiarly fond of attending to his of- 
lice as chancellor ; but in the discharge of his ducy, he dis- 
jplayed a foible very unsuitable for aiudge,v\x.\\\a.\W wtAn- 
jb too pncipitately } for he usedioaav oi\)iima«\i "\*\ta*- 
t 1>2 



and'think afterwards." Although he began under the luosf 
lavourable ausptceii, his conduc in this court, as well as Mve- 
ralolher rircunistBuci's, tv kh afierwsrds occurred) tended 
to reader his admJDbtratiun very unpopulu-,ioiiards its close. 

Previous to his leaving (England, he held the office of comp- 
troller iil the eiistotus in London, which he resigned to Briga- 
dier Hunter, as the latter did the government of ihia and the 
colony of INew Jersey lo him. Mr. Burnet's acquainiance 
with that gentleman gave him an escelleni opportunity of be- - 
coming acquainted with the state of alTairs in these colonies 
even previous I6 Iiis arrival. Those whu had been appointed 
by his predi'cessor were, with few exreptions, retained in of- 
fice, by Mr. Burnet and Mr Morris the chief justice, Dr. Cad- 
waliader Colden and Mr. Alexander, two Scotch gentlemen all 
of them eminent fur ihe purity ot their murals, literary lalenls, 
snd thorough knowledge of public aflaJn, were his principal 
advisers. These gentlemen as tvell as Mr. Van Hurne whose 
daughter he married, were raised to the council board. 

As Ihe confidence, which the public reposed in Mr. Burnet, 
at first seemed to be unbounded, business went on with the 
greaest harmony and nothing intervened (o disturb the general 
trsnquilliiy Several acts of great importance were passed, the 
most remarkable of which wac one " lor prohibiting the sale ot' 
Indian goods to the French '' This was a favoui'ite act of the 
governor, and thuugh very advantajfeous to ihe province, gave 
rise to an opposition against him, which continued through the 
whole of hisadn^inisiraiion. Mr. Burnet's scheme was to draw 
the Indian trade into the hands oflhe province and to ohstr> ct 
the communication of the French, tvjib its Indian allies, both 
, ofwhiehwereohjects of great consequence to the peace and 
prosperity of this and the neighbouring colonies ; but howev- 
er bene6cial the effects of this law might have been, men 
actuated by interested motives, particularly the importers of 
goods from Europe were greatly prejudiced against it and 
from Ihe lime that il was enacted, did every thing in iheir pow- 
er, to thwart the views of the gov.ernor. 

A cirdh "Stance look place in this city, in the year 1724; 
which rendered the governor siill more unpopular. .\ dis- 
pute had arisen amongst the membersof the French Protest- 
ant church, concerning iheir two pshlors the Brv. Messieurs 
Ron and Moulinaafs. The govi'rnor unwisely interfered in 
bis capacity ii>' chancellor and siippnried the cause c.f the for- 
mfff ahhough il seems to have been then the general opinion, 
that nioiilinaan had equity on his aide and t^vAVtbe governor 
deeii^d in favour of Mr. Rous, mert\5 becaua^ V« 4ecw*<i^ 
Aim to be a man ofsuperior lalecte. 



^ All the opponents of Mr. Ron were diapleued niih the 
rDvernor, and amongst these, Mr- Delance^, 3 man who ba<t 
been by far tlte most gunerous benelaclor of the Frencli 
Church, was the most cuniidi-rable for hi^ wealth and popu- 
larity. The governor had before (his tinip, considered him as 
his enemy, liecauae he had upfjoaeil the luw fur the prohibition 
of the sule of Indian goods lo iht- l''ri-neh, and ibis led him lo 
Ihe commigsion of a pprsonal indigoiiy against Mr. Delan- 
cey, for whjch it is impiissihle lo form any npo logy. Thj^ 
gentleman was relurned as a member tf assembly for this city 
and Ciime forward to ttike his neat, in September 1725. Oa 
liisotTeringtuiakethe usuul oaihs, the governor objected, ■!- 
ledging, that he w»s not a British auhject. From his answers, 
it appeared, that he had been nalurafized in England and that 
lie had served in several former assemblies. The flotne, aftei' 
having obtained the opinion of the chief jus lice, decided in fe- 
V'lur ot Mr, Delancey. Thus even, at tliis early period, wheii 
the rights of legislative bodies were, by no means, so well as- 
certained as ihey have been since the revolution, the condoct 
of the governor was deemed unconjitiiuUDnal and an invasion 
ofthe rigtils of the assembly, ivho claimed the exclusive privi- 
lege of (ieterminlD^ the qunljfi altvnsof their own merabers- 

In September tr^ranewaasembly meigcnnsistitigiorroem'- 
Liers, who were, in general, disaflected to t^e governor. The 
long continuance of the last usxembly, the clamours excited by 
several of his late decrees in chancery, the affair of the French 
church and especially tlw pruhibilion of :he trade with Cana- 
da, were the causes, to Which the loss of his interest is to he 
ascribed. 

Sundry resolutions were passed relative to the court of chan- 
cery, the purport of which was that the said cuurl, as lately es- 
icblished, rendered the liberlies and property of the subjects 
extremely precarious, that by the violence of its measures, 
some had been ruined, others obliged to leave the colony and 
many restrained in it by imprisonment, or excessive bail ex- 
acted from them not to depan, and that the exorbitance of the 
i ihe greatest oppression, which liad ever been e-tpe- 
knced in ihe colony. The governor no sooner heard of these 
jfoceedings than he dissolved the assembly. 
k In April 1728, he was appointed to the chief command of 
]W province of Mas sachu sells, when he was succeeded here 
m John Montgomerie Esq. Jud^e Smith in his " History of 
hw-York" repre.sents Mr. Burnet as an excellent governoi- 
kd says that it was ihe inlliivnce of » {a£l.\on, viVivt'&Ttwiwfeft. 
'p removal necessary for the sake oC '.^le ^viy&»,^:TOn'lpJK^'^. 



n 



THE CITE OF NEW-TORK 

But facts arc stubborn things. The governoTs sent rroili 
-Great Britain to rule over ihia country, were, in general men 
of very doubtful character, aniJ il is possible, that Mr. Burnet 
may have been one of the least exceptionable. 

in the year [725, a News Paper entitled " The Youk Ga- 
zette, being the first, which had tieen published in the colo- 
' ny mitile its appearance in this city. It wasa^vreekly paper 
iind was then the only one, not only in this ; but perhaps in 
any of the British provinces (now the United States.) In 
this city, there are nor. nine daily papers, several published 
ttrice a week, and a number weekly, all of which as well as 
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During the administration of Mr. Montgomery, which was 
of short continuance, as he died on the 1st of July 1731, noth- 
ing ol great importance occurred. The object most worthy 
«f notice, which was effected in his lime was the adjustment 
of a long protracted dispute between New-York, and Connec- 
ticut respecting their boundaries. This was settled in an ami- 
cable manner in I lie year 1731; when a tract of land, lying ou 
the Connecticut side, consisting of above 60,000 acres, t\hich, 
from its figure, was called The OBLO^c wa» ceded W New 
York, as an equivalent for sifme lands surrendered to Connec- 
ticut along Long Island sound. Mr. Montgumerie, likewise 
gratied a new charter to this city, on the 15th January 1730. 

As Monlgomerie was a man of a kind and benevolent dis- 
position and confined himself soleW to the common acts of 
government, public alTairs were conflucCed with the greatest 
harmony and his death was greatly lamented. 

On his decease, ihe_ chief command devolved upon Rip Van 
Dam Esq. the oldest memherof the council. Nothing of im- 
portance to the city occurred, during his administration, which 
ended 1st August 1732, when William Cosby Esq. arrived 
with a commission to govern this and the province of Neiv 

Governor Cosby commenced his adminisirnlion, undei 
very favourable circnmGtacces. Theattempts, which had been 
made In ihS British parliament, the preceding year, for the en- 
couragement of the sugar culonies and the consequent de- 
pression onhe American trade, had occasioned great appre- 
hension in this province for the safety of her commerce. 
Cosby, while in England, had been active in his opposition 
|b those measures. No person, therefore, could have been 
tehcied for this governtoent, who co\Ai have Wta 
9lanbao he. 
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The assembly having met on the I9ih August 17^8:2, agrec- 
iibly to [>roctaniat>an, immpdiait^ly voted that an addreM 
should be presented to his Cxcfllpncy, cungratnlatii^ him 
his safe arrivut and thanking him, lor his op|iosition, to the 
tempts in /avour of (be sugar islands. The governor 
greatljr flattered with this address anil in his ansver, look 
small credit to himself lor the share he had taken inlhe^def 
nf this bill. He, likewise, plainly inlimaled his confidence in 
receiving a revenue, in as full and ample a manner as had 
been granted by forrner assemblies. The house, in ils ans- 
wer, was profuse in terms of respect ; bot cautious in com- 
mitting iisclf as to revenue or money msiters. Their reluc- 
tance in ibis respect was, by iio means surprising, as the colo- 
ny had much reason to complain of its burthens. Tlie wars 
between France and England had almost drained its resour- 
ces and subjected it to a very heavy debt. 

Amongst the taxes, which existed at that time, there was 
line, which, at the present day, will appear rather exiraottti- 
nary. I mean that on wigs. '■ This tax" says Mr. Smitl!., 
was undoubtedly a wise anil prudent measure. A custom had! 
been introduced for young men, and even boys, to concetti'' 
their own hair, under large and spaciotis wigs. Te reprew 
a euslom so nb urd or to make it an "bjeci of revenue had 
been the object of the legislature." For this fashion, which 
instead of ornamenting (he countenance, greatly disfigured it, 
il would be difficult to assign any reason : but many of us 
have seen fashions equally ridiculous, in our own times. For- 
ty years have not yet elaiisfd, since gentlemen, who wished 
to dress a la mode, wore their hair tied and deseeding as low 
as the small of their backs and if they had not enough of their 
own, the deficiency was made up by an addition of false hair- 
Toppees, to a considerable heiebl, over the forehead, and 
large side locks, handsomely rolled up. with much plaiting 
and" curling completed the whole. 1 1 was then grand times 
for the hair dressers ; for how.:-ver urgent a gentleman's busi- 
ness might be, it w as essentially necessary, that he should be 
^Undtr the hands of one of these knights of the comb forneat- 
^Iv.half an hour, before lie could make what «ns deeiBed ade- 
^^Etnt appearance. Although many absurdities are still to be 
fl^tn in the garb of those, who considerihemselves as people ol 
^■fehion, yet as it respects the head, its dress is, by far. more 
becoming than it was in these limes and occasions little or no 
trouble. 
■Jf— In the year 1732, the first stage bi-iween Boston and this 
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ly once a month and it required fourteen days to perform the 
journey. A stage now starts daily from Boston as well as 
from this city and arrives at the place of itft destination in thir- 
ty-six hours. 

But to return to Mr. Cosby. He had not been long in the 
gubernatorial chair, before altercations took place between 
him and the assembly. To enumerate these would be diffi- 
cult and of no ^eat interefit to my readers, 1 shall, therefore, 
only specify a few. Complaints as heretofore were made 
against the court of chancery as being illegally instituted. 
The fees extorted %y public officers and by practitioners of 
law were represented as exorbitant ; demands for money were 
often made which, in several, instances, were not complied 
with, without considerable hesitation and an assembly, was 
continued for several years notwithstanding many efforts, 
which were made for a new election. With high opinions of 
prerogative and decided hostility to free legislation he, at last, 
became, odious to the colony in general, and even to his best 
friends. 

There was one act passed, during his administration, which 
ought not to be omitted. At the ession of the legislature in 
1734, the people called Quakers were restored to a right, for 
which they had been struggling for a number of years. Some 
of them had been prevented from voting in Westchester coun- 
ty, at an election for representatives, because they would not 
take the oaths prescribed by law The assembly took up the 
subject and passed an act granting to them the same rights 
and privileges as were enjoyed by. people of that denomina- 
tion in England. 

Amongst Cosby^s last acts, was his suspending Van Dam 
from his seat at the council board. He was senior counsellor 
and as such, upon the death of the governor, would have be- 
come president of the colony. To prevent this, Cosby conven- 
ed the council in his bed chamber and suspended Van Dam. 
He died on the 7th March 1 736. 

Upon the death of Cosby, the council were immediately 
convened, when it was proposed, that George Clarke, the se- 
nior counsellor next after Van Dam should assume the reins 
of government. The majority were in favour of Clarke ; but 
a powerful party supported the cause of Van Dam, whose sus- 
pension from the council they declared to be arbitrary and il- 
legal. Considerable animosity took place between the two par- 
ties ; but this unpleasant state of affairs was terminated, on the 
SOth of October following, when Mr. Clarke received his com- 
mission from England as L\eutei\ai\l ^on^itvox. 




UNDER TBB- BBITrs- 



> A (WW assembly, composed of members, more dis|>osed to 
■|e rights of their coostilueiits than to submit lo the usur- 
of the crown, nj« ISth June 1737- Five days after 
the commir'uceniem of the session, an address to the LteuteiH 
ani governor was presented. It is wfll worthy of notice anil 
forms an era in New-York legislation, which is highly impoiy 
lant. Hitherto the governors had too iifien led the ministiy 
to believe, that the assembly was a body of men, ignorant of 
legislation, boisterous on some occasions ; but easily brought 
to compliance. The government had yet to learn, that there 
were men in this piovince, whose pairioflsm would have done 
honour io ihe best days of Greece and Rume. 

The address commences with recognir.ing some of the 
principles of a goad government. It alBrms, that none oughi 
to represent the people, hut those, who are fairly chosen ' ''' 
tfaem and that elections ought to be frequent, as experiei 
^Enl shewn, the danger of irusling the same men too long w 
power. One paragrajih in this address deserves to be iran9> 
milted to posterity. In speaking on the subject of the reve- 
Bue, tlie assembly adopt this bold and energetic language. 
** ^e, therefore, beg leane lo tell your Honour thai you are 
not to expecl, Ihat loe either will raise aumt unfit to be raie- 
edf or put that which tee shall/aisf into the ptueer of a gov- 
ernor to misapply , if lee can pri-veiitit ; nor shall tee mate 
vpimy other deficiencies, than whnt we eonctioe are fit and 
jtal to be paid, or continue what siijtport or revenue ice sfttiB 
raise for any longer lime than one year ; nor do vre think »P 
eonpemenl to do even that, tmtil such Itncg are pamcd, as iBt 
conceive necesxury for the safety of the ighabifanti of thit 
colony." In 6ne, the whole address isa production lionouru- 
i)le to the times, in which it was formed and evinces the proud, 
unbroken spirit of the colonists, incapable of being soothed 
.11- awed into submission by the arts or power of their rulers. 
The leeisliiture, at this lime, began to perceive its importaift^ 
in ilie scale of government and possessed ihe germ of that 
independence and freedom, which has sinci^ ripened und dis- 
played itself in securing the liberties of the ciiunlry and in 
ultimately establishing the British M|tunies (jiow the United 
States of America) as a free, sovereign and indepondnel na- 
tion. 

But though this assembly appenr to have liad correct views 
with respect lo the rights of the people, in* ;.-eoefal : their ideas 
in regard to religious liberty were illibeiai and highly intole- 
rant. They resolved, hat none of Che J.^wisU ijcolew-.ttw 
CDuld vow /or represenlalives, or be admivVii ^aWwifcTM* 
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touching any contested election. The fact it that thrjjpirfT as 
well as the Roman Catholics had long been peculiarly Anox- 
iousto the colonists, and it was n it till after ourglwions revo- 
lution, thai they were placed on the same footing with their 
fellow citizens of other religious denominations. 

The continuance of our assemblies had been unlimited, till 
the political struggles, which arose in Cosby's administra- 
tion, compelled his successor Mr. Clarke, in the year IZ^Ty 
to pass the act for restricting their duration to three years. 
His assent, however, was given with a bad grace. Bat, as 
he fully believed, that, this law could not obtain the royal as- 
sent, its character and views giving, in his opinion, the people 
too great a share in the administration of government he gave 
it his sanction. In 1739? the crown, as he had expected, re- 
pealed the law, and it was surmised at the time, that he had 
been instrumental, in bringing about this measure. .But al- 
though this law, in consequence of the intervention of the roy- 
al prerogative, did not answer the salutary purpose, for which 
it was intended, yet its strenuous advocate, Mr. Morris of 
Westchester, .deserved well of his country, for his unremitted 
exertions in getting it passed. Soon after the arrival of George 
Clinton as governor in September 1743, ^n act was passed for 
septennial assemblies, which it is believed continued in force 
till the revolution. 

On the 23d of October 1739^ war was declared by England 
against Spain. Soon after information of this event had ar- 
rived here, application wus made by Captain Norris of the 
ship Tartar, then lying in ^his harbour, for liberty to impress 
thirty seamen, who he said, were much wanted to man his 
vessel. The Lieutenant governor and council ordered the 
mayor to cause the impressment to be made ; but that gentle- 
men with a firmness, which did him great honour, perempto- 
rily refused to obey and the council prudently declined to take 
any further measures to comply with the captain's requisition. 
Thu'' by the firmness of this worthy mayor, the impressment 
of seamen, one of the greatest oppressions experienced by that 
truly valuable class of men, in Great Britain and Ireland was 
oxpressly prohibitod in this colony. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

■om the camMencmera of Ihc Negrn PhtinlTii, fode 
arrival of Sir Chariet Hardy at Governor in 1755. 

An occurrenre noo' look plac«, which greaily alarmedlli^ 
Inhabitants of ihJs cily. Certain cirrumaiunces had b«en dit- 
closed to the niiigisiraKs, which though not Itil y devel«pe4 
till some limp altt-rwards, were calculated (• rouse tiie resent- 
ment ofthe public against the unforiiinate Africani, who weM J 
here in a state of slavery | 

A robbery, which had been commiiied at ihe houie of Rot I 
bert Hogg, a merchant in this city, on 2Blh February 1741 " 
seemed to have led la the discovery of what was afterwards 
called the iVr^o Phi. One Mary Burton an indented ser- 
vant to John Hughson, a man of infamous churaciei, in whotc 
house slaves were in the habit of drinking, gaming and of se- 
creting the goods which ihey had stolen, was the instrumeoi 
in the liands of the magistrates, for the detfciion of the oflen- 
ilers. On the »th March following, a 6re broke out in the 
government house at Foil George, which stood, on that spol, 

nhich is non called ihe battery. The laid house, logeiber 
ivilh the chapel and !ie eral adjacent buildings were consutn- 
pd. A week after, another fire broke out at ihe Seulh West 
end of the city. Both of these were, at first, supposed to be 
accidental. But about a week after the last hre, another 
broke out in a store, towards the East end of the town. 
Three days after a rounh alarm was given, which was occa- 
sioned by some huy being on lire in a cow stable. The fire 
was soon suppressed : hut before the people could get to their 
respective homes, there was a fifth alarm, in a place at n» 
great distance. It appeared, that fire had been placed be- 
tween two beds in thrloft of a l.itchen, where a negro usually 
slept. The next morning coals were found under a hay stack 
near a coach house imd stables in Broadway. All these cir- 
cumstances, having occurred in quick succession, induced a 
belief, that some designing persons intended to destroy the 
city by hre. What sirengtht-ned ifae belief was a seventh 
alarm the next day in n house opposite the fort garden, an 
eighth occasioned by a fire breaking out in a house near lite 
Fly market, and again on the same afternoon a ninth occur- 
ring in a store house. This stranpe coincidence of circum- 
Btannces seemed to render il certain that some, if not all 
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these lires vere the elTeci of design and it was soon suspected 
tha ihe negroes were the perpetratorB. 

One Quncko a negro was eaid to have made use of some 
mysterious language indicating his knowledge of a plot. He 
and several others were apprehended iind closely interrogat- 
ed ; but they made no discovery. Mary Burton, who had 
beeti apprehended as a witness, relative to the robbery at Mr. 
Hogg's, gave the grand Jury reason lo believe, that she was 
also privy to the design of setting lire to the cily. After some 
difficulty, she staled, that meetings of negroes were held at 
ihe house of Hughson her mastery ihal their plan was to 
born the fort and city; that one Cssar, a negro was to be 
governor and Hughsen king ; thai they meant ta destroy the 
whiles, and that the meetings at her master's house generally 
consisted of twenty or thirty negroes. Upon this evidence, 
niHny of these poor wretches, were committed to prison. 

One Arthur Price, a servani accused of stealing goods be- 
Jonging to the Lieutenant governor, likewise, became infor- 
mer Being a prisoner himself, and having access lo the ne- 
g'oes, who were in confiuemenl, he received or pretended to 
have received from them much infoi^maiidn. He was after- 
wards employed by the magistrates to hold private confe- 
rences with them, and to endeavour lo persuade them to 
make ceniessions; and in this business he was very ex- 
pert. Many of hisslaries were of so romantic a description. 
Its to excite suspicion of their trulh :' yet such, at that time, 
was the Slate of the public mind, that ihe more extravagant 
the tale, the more readily was it believed. 

Awhile woman, a common prostitute, who was familiai 
even with negroes, of tlienanneof Peggy Salinburgb, likewise, 
declared, that she could mnke great discoveries. The magis- 
trates eagerly hiistened lo take her examination, in conse- 
quence of which warrants were issued for the apprehension of 
many otbernegroes, not before implicated. Informers were 
now rapidly increasing The ma^isiraips were unceasingly 
engaged, and the grand jury daily presenting indictments 
against the parties accused. To be inculpated by Mary Bur- 
ton, Arthur Price or Peg^y Salingburgb seems to have been 
sutQcient to authorise the conviction of any one. It cannot. 
however, be disputed that some of these fires were the ciTecl^ 
of design ; but there is much reason to doubt the nature and 
extent of the plot ascribed to Ihe negroes. 

It is evident, that Mary Burton was wholly unwonhy of 
rredil; for independent of the absurdity of many of her sto- 
rJct, she on the 22d April, at her fitat eKamioation declared 



upon oath, lliat she never saw any white person in company} 
when they talked of burning the city, except her niiuter, her 
mistress aod Peggy Salinburgh ; yet on (he 23th or June ral> 
lowing, she deposed, that une John Ury, a catlialic priest, wha 
was a ahite man was often at HiighsoH's,and that the negrse^ 
talked in his presence about sftling fire Id the city and killll^ 
the whites. She afterwards, onihe I4lh July fallowing, swore 
that one Uorry a dancing raaster, also a ahite man, used t« 
come to Hughson's and talk with the negroes about the plot. 
y« on such evidence, t!ry, who had been previously commit- 
ted, under the act against popish priests, was convicted and 
executed. With his last breath, he solemnly denied the charge; 
but ke teat a catholic prie»t and the public prejudice teas fO 
ttrong, that it required very little more to ensure Ai» condna- 
natioH. The infamous Mary Burton, however, received the 
hundred peunds, which had been promised as a reward for 
discovering the persons concerned in ihe plot. I s hull con- 
clude this article with some remarks, which naiur >lly grow out 
of the subject. 

One hundred and (ifty-four negroes were committed to pri- 
son, of whom fourteen were burnt ut the stake, eighteen hang- 
ed, sevenly-one transported and the rest pardoned or dis- 
charged for want of proof. Twenty while persons were com- 
mitted, of whom iwo only, John Hughsnn and John Ury, were 
executed, .\tthistime, this city contained about 12,000 in- 
habitants uf whom one sixth were slaves. If a plot, in fact, 
existed for the destruction of the city, and if that plot wu con- 
ducted by Ury, it certaioly betrayed greater imbecility ef un- 
derstaflding and want af arrangement than i ould have been 
expected from a man of erudition, and great knowledge of 
the worl I. 

It is wor hy of remark, that Corry, the dancing master, was 
discharged for want of proof. It seems, that Mary Burton's 
testimony began to be doubled, at last, and wll it might ; for 
liad the prosecutions continuf^ much longer, she would very 
probubly Have accused a great portion of the whites. Daniel 
Horsmander, Esq. one of the judges of the Supreme court, 
published at the time, a history of this conspiracy and laboui^ 
ed hard to prove its existence and extent. But it is evident, 
that the hostility to the Catholic religion, which w s then so 
prevalent, gave his mind a bias very unfriendly to the fair 
developement of truth, or to the impartial eiaminalion of 
facts and circumstances. The negroes were without defence, 
■lithe counsellors in the city being arranged against tfieia. 
ofeducalien and total ign^rwitc laaAe 'Ca«\& "ijoa 
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easy victims of craft and tmpositioD ; aDd it is almost certain/ 
that the hop'' of life and ihe promise ul pardon, induced uotaf: 
of them, who were not guillj', to makF contessions. U must, 
bowever, be admitted, ilial there was grpat reason to believe a 
plot existed, tliuugh, by no id ans ii> that exieiu, which was 
generally supposed. When the dangi-r appeared to be over, 
a day of public thanks^ving was appointed by the lieutenam 
governor, which was devoutly observed by (he inhabii-dnts. 

In September following, the assembly was opened by a 
speech from the Lieutenant governor, m which amongst other 
topics, he urged them lo raise a revenue tiT a temi of years, 
as former assemblies had done and not to hmit iis duratign to 
one year. Here, however, he laboured in vain, as they received 
his recommendaliiin with contempt. They also, reiolved, that 
tbey would noi subject ihe colony to any additional taxes, to 
aid the contemplated expedili>in against the Spanish settle- 
ments, thus plainly intimating, that it was the province of the 
crown la support its own wars. 

About this period, the growing importance of the legislature 
of the colony hegan to be perceived, lo almost every strug- 
^e with its governors, it was successful. In tact, the purse 
and the sword were in the hands uf the assembly. Public mo- 
■ nies could nu longer be misapplipd ; for the rtvenue being 
limited to one year, ihe governor was under the necessity of 
convening the legislature annually. The democratic branch 
of the colonial government had placed the governor and othet 
officers in a state of dependence on its voles nnd measures; 
for not a shilling could be drawn from the treasury wiihoui its 
consent. This was pecidiaily galling t« the e ecutive, as it 
stripped him of that paironagc, which he deemed so essential 
lo the support of his administration. 

In the summer and autumn of 1741 and 1742 this city was 
visited with a disorder, similar in many of its prominent symp- 
toms, lo that, which is now denominated Yellow fever. Dr. 
Celden, who has been already mentioned, as a gentleman well 
acquainted with the elTairsof the province, particularly of 
those nhi'h respected Indian affairs and who, in the yeax 
17^7, had published a valuable work, entitled " The Hietorj/ 
^ the Five* Indian nations depeutUng on the pToeinee of 
new-yorb,in Anterira,vvas, at the lime of this awful calamity, 
distinguished as a highly eminent physician. He drew up an 
interesting account of ihe disease, carefully pointed out those 
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tocal circumstances, wliicfi existed in diSereot parli of the 
eity, as evident causes of adding to ihe violence of the 
diBternptr ajid strongly recommended the most effectual meBM 
for their remoVHJ. The thanks of the Common Council wen 
presented lo him, and the nieasure3,which he suggested foi tht 
impniveiuenl ol'ihe general health were adopted and followed 
by ihe most salutary effects. I is account of the epidemic uS 
1741 and 17-12, which he afterwards improved and enlarged 
iiiay be found in the American Medical and Philosophical K» 
gisler, Vol. I. 

If we candidly take a view of (he administration of governor 
Clarke, nefind little to distinguish it from ihaiuf h spredecei* 
sor ; at least, in one important particular, vis. thai of a perlina 
tious adherence ta the royal prerogative, frum which cause, al- 
though he was very assiduous in his endeavours i< > promaie ihs 
Interest ofihe colony, he becnme very unpopular The arrival 
of George Clinton, therefore, as govermir on the 'ISA Sept. 
J743 diffused general joy amongst the inhabitants. They bad 
hear J ihe most favourable accounts of his liberality and lalenli 
and had been induced lo believe, that his whole ailenlion 
would be devoted to the interests of the colony, and his firal 
address to the legislature tended to confirm these favourable 

About Ibis lime, King James II then known by the name of 
the Pretender, who resided in France, having learnt that ihere 
were great dissentions in the English parliament, was induced 
to believe, that % powerful party, in Great Britain and Ireland 
were ready to rise in hi ■ favour. To ihe French court, he 
made known his sentiments, and urged thai an army should 
be raised far the invasion of his former dominions, assuring 
them, that he would thereby be soon enabled to reascend the 
ibrane, which he had abdicated. The French ministry rea- 
lty entered into his views, the subjugation of Great Britain 
being then,as it has often been since, one of their most fttvoui- 
itc ohjeris. An expedition, consisting of 15,ti(H) men was, 
tliei^rnre, forthwith rehfcied on. War was declared againal 
En^and 20th May I/li^and on the 31bI of ihe same mon>ll> 
England issued a similar declaration against France. The 
Dotice of transactions al so greai a distance from this city may, 
at first view, appear foreign lo ibe purpose; but the wars of 
the mother country never faile! to involve her American lol- 
enies, and this city in particular, in great distress. 

To excite the loyally of the colonists, al such a crisis, it was 
«Bly necessary to inform ihera that theit m*AB.M w\\^\>»a\fci- 
" ' wsrs itireatentd by the pope and \,Vie ^^efta^iw ■ '^'^'^ 
E 2 



K 



51 TilE CITY OF NEW-YORK 

ahrm almost tmmHlialHy pervaded the whole community an J 
ertry eneii>on was made to avert the impfnding danger. An 
address to the governor repltie with sen iinirnis of loyalty 
to the king and of the most steadfast adherenct? to tlie protes- 
Udi religion was reported by Colonel Morris of Westches- 
ter and Immediately adopted fay the Assembly. Tliis genile- 
fflan (huugli hostile to the court, could not resist the powerful 
infltieiice, which the evils, with which they were threatened 
had produced on the minds of the people. The governor's 
speech V8S mild and unassuming and the nswerof the house 
Complimentary. 

During this session of the legislature, the public business 
was condiined with the greatest harnmny. A bill for (he re- 
lief of i 01 ptnsoned debtors was passed. TJie militia *as put 
under better regulations. The credit of the paper currency 
was supported by law and sundry ot er bills of great Impor- 
tance to the colony were enacted. All objects of dispute, be- 
(ween'the diflerenl departments of government were now ab- 
aorbed In the more important considerations of warfare and 
defence Indeed so ardent werethe inhabitants in suppon of 
the cruwn, against thf influenC' of the French rinil the pre- 
tender, that ihey were noi. at that time, inclined to examine 
very minutely into the conduct of their rulers. The assembly, 
ni iheir address to the governor, declared, that they were high- 
iy sensible of the happiness, that they enjoyed under his ma- 
jesty's governmeiit, and that their civil and religious rights, 
next under God, depended on the proiestaht guccession in his 
illustrious house. They stated, that they would cheerfully 
ciincur in every measure for llie welfare of the colony, which 
itiey well knew, that his excellency had greatly at heart. 
And they evinced their sincerity, by ilie earnestness, with 
which they pursued the system of defensive measures. 

In July 1744, the governor advised the house to attend (» 
the Slate of the fnrtilicBtions in this city, in Albany, Oswego 
and the garrisons throughout the coloiij'. He also exhorleil 
ibem to provide against attacks t (ft| the coast and to take 
measures for guarding the colonial ^Mnmerce against ibV de- 
predations of theenemy. He regretted the heavy expense, 
(o which the people would be subject, but be trusted, that the 
imp'trtani objects In view, vi/.. the protection of their civil and 
religious liberties, would be an adequate compensation. 

On t is npplication the assembly resolved unanimously, that 

ovhis majestv was engaged in war with France and Spain, they 

would provide for putting the colony in such a posture of (It 

■jJ^cPf as would, on ihe one huid) discoure^c ihc «\»e«\^ 
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amking an attack, and, on the other, would excite the inhabit 
tants to make a vigorous defence, in case such an attack should 
ber made. In conformity with this resolution, tliev mad^ 
great preparations for the war and voted liberal suppfies. 

A bill was brought in, requiring all persons in the colony to 
take the oaths enacted in Greal Britain for the security of gov* 
erameni and the protestant religion. Mr Jones from Queen's 
county, opposed the bill, as he contended, that though the 
loyalty of the colony had never been doubted, it seemed to 
question their allegiance to the king and their attachment to 
the protestant religion, a reflection which he deemed highly 
unjust. Notwithstanding his exertions, the bill was carried by 
iburteen votes to seven ; but the people called Quakers were 
allowed to afirm, instead of swearing. 

In the meantime, the war had occasioned considerable 
alarm along the frontiers. The British fur trade, from which 
great profit fad been made, was almost annihilated. The 
Indian traders at Oswego abandoned the place and the Indians 
themselves began to look to t e French for protection, be- 
lieving, that the English were too weak or too pusilanimoos 
lo defend them. An attack upon Oswego was, likewise, ex- 
pected. The assembly resolved, that the garrison, in that 
place, should be reinforced, without delay, and that the ex- 
pense of defending it should be defrayed by the colony.' Vig- 
orous measures were, every where adopted to give the enemy 
a warm reception. Stephen Van Rensselaer Esq. had engag- 
ed to furnish fife wood and candles for all the garrisons in Al- 
bany county, and the assembly voted the necessary supplies. 
Large sums were also appropriated to other purposes, so that 
ibev appeared to set no bounds to their loyalty and zeal. 

Thus far, the Governor and assembly had acted in concert 5 
but the time had now arrived, when the latter actuated by a 
desire to promote the public good, deemed it expedient to op- 
pose the measures recommended by the former. The Eng- 
lish ministry had given express orders to the governor to car- 
ry liostilities into CaMjl^ the reduction of which had been 
always viewed by th^Ks an object of the greatest impor- 
tance and they considered the present war as an excellent op- 
portunity for gainingr the so long wished for prize. 

Accordingly, at the March session, in 1745, the governor 
informed the assembly, that the province of Massachusetts had 
iormed a plan for the invasion of the Frpnch settlements in 
Canada and earnestly recommended, that they would join in 
the enterprise When this speech was taketi vnX^ ^w«v^^- 
waiioa^ eohtnwy to parliamentary usage, they \i^V\vtt n^\&^'«!9»^ 
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^address nor any answer. They determined, on defending the 
* volony a.nd securing the friendship of (lie Indians ; but deem- 
■d, that the contfuesi of Canada was a business which exclu- 
sively belonged to the crown. This sentiraent was highly of- 
iensive to the governor, who h^td sent assurances to the minis- 
try, that the intended invasinn of Canada was here a very 
popular measure. On ihe 14th May 174.^, he sent for the as* 
sembly, whom, after upbraiding with rudeness, in not answer- 
ing his speech and neglect in not attending (o sundry other 
matters of importance, he dissolved. This was the first open 
disagreement between the assembly and Mr. Clinton; and 
there is ne difficulty in iracing it to its cause. The taxes on 
the colony were already too great and the house were iinwil> 
ling to increase ihera, unless for the sole purpose of defenrc. 
Other subjecis of irritation fullowfd soon aiier; but nf these 
!. only deem it necessary to mention one viz. that his Excel> 
lency's , ride was sensibly niorlifled, at the decided tone as- 
sumed by the house, as it rr'lated to the government, in gene- 
ral. In conveying his sentiments he makes no attempt to 
conceal his displeasure; but expresses himself in the Ibl loir- 
ing indignant terms. " You have ventured lo take upon you 
the assignnient of the plans Tor erectitig bnlleries in this zAy ; 
to direct the number of guns to be placed upon them and to 
order the issue of gunpowder, provided for public use, with- 
«ut consulting me, which, in effect is assuming the adminis- 
tration of the government, and wresting his majesty's authori- 
ty out of my hands. Thus from an invincilije untowardnes^ 
en Ihe one hand, and an inordinate thirst of power on the 
slher, you have become, as it were, a dead weight against tiK 
Atlier branches of the legislnlurc." 

Yet, if the pniceedings of the assembly be duly considered, 
it is evident, that these severe censures were far from being 
merited. They had been lavish of iheir resources imposed 
heavy burdens on their constituents to assist in the prosecu- 
tion of the war, at vast expense, placed the city of New- York, 
.IS well as tlie colony, in general,Jkas good a posture of 
defence as was then practicable. "^Wo inordinate thirst of 
power" had influenced them in their deliberations, unless, 
that may be termed so, which tended to check the waste 
of public monies. If they were charged with "invincible 
untoward ness," it was only in resisting the overgrown influ- 
ence 'if the crown and of il< ininisters and " if they \ ad assum- 
ed the administration of the gnvemmenl,'* it was to protect the 
aubjeeta from oppressive taxation and to ^ecuie the ^ople from 
l/^raoay uad deapolism. Thus even, al tVw eaA^ ^wvii, 
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there were meiii who^ without fear, could meet the frowns of 
a government whose lust of power and insatiable ambitioa 
could involve in ruin the very people, whom it was bound, by 
every sacred tie, to foster and piotect. 

In June 1745, the famous^ harbour of Louisburg was sur* 
rendered to the British fieet, under Commodore Warren, aided 
by some troops sent on by Massachusetts Towards this ex- 
pedition. New- York had, likewise, contributed $7^00. But 
while tbis accession was made to his majesty's dominions, at 
a aistance, our legislature had abundance of business to keep 
them engaged, at home. Intelligence had been received, that 
Oswego would be speedily attacked by 1600 Frenchmen and 
Indians. The inhabitants of the city of Albany and of the 
adjacent country were greatly alarmed for their safety. As 
many men, therefore, as were deemed necessary for their re- 
lief were forthwith drafted and sent on. But, in various oth-' 
er places, the depredations of the Indians were dreadful. 
They every where committed the most savage barbarities, on 
persons of every age and sex, who unfortunately fell into their 
nands ; while the felnglish governinent too much engaged in 
foreign conquests, had left the colony entirely o its own pro- 
tection. The frontiers of the New England colonies had, like-" 
wise, been attacked and to add to this train of misfortunes, the 
Six Nations of Indians, who had long been in the English in- 
terest would not engage in war against the French or hos^ 
tile Indians. 

In October 1745, upwards of 500 of the s id Six Nations as- 
sembled in Albany to hold a conference, with the commis- 
sioners from the colonies of New- York, Massachusetts, Con- 
necticut and Pennsylvania. The main object of this confe- 
rence was to induce the Indians to take up the hatchet against 
the French; but it by no means, answered the end, for 
which it was designed. All that could be effected was a treaty, 
by which they stipulated, that, if they could not, within two 
months, procure satisfaction from the French Indians for their 
hostilities upon the borders of New Eng and ; or that if any 
further hostilities should be commenced, they would then, 
upon receiving orders from the governor of New- York, join 
in the war. The treaty had scarcely been concluded, when 
intelligence arrived, that another attack had been made on 
ibe New England frontiers The Massachusetts commis- 
sioners demanded of our governor, that he would, order the 
Indians to commence immediate hostilities ; but with this de- 
mand be did not comply, as the two months allowed to the 
loxUftns bad not expired. Much allercatiou ^x^^x^i^^^ ^\A\w 
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ihe end, tbe com roiasi oners separated wUb sentiments or* 
jealousy and disgust. 

On the I4th October 1746, the assembly was again conven- 
ed, when tbe governor iDforniFd them thai the Six Nations had 
pledged themselves in the most solemn manner to lake a part 
in Ihe war against tbe enemy ; and as a fleet supposed to be 
French had beeo seen off Nova Scotia he exhorted them to 
malte further supplies for the prusecutlon of the war. Six- 
teen thousand two hundred and Gl)y dollars were voted for vict- 
ualing the troops destined for the invasion of Canada. But it 
was at the same time resolved, thai no further provision should 
be made for the detaihments of militia sent lo Albany in May 
and Ji<ne. It was now evident, that the governor could not, at 
present, expect any further extraordinary supplies. Besides 
D controversy arqse, during this session, which widened the 
breach still further between the governor ani, the assembly. 
It ap)>eared, that, without any auihuriiy Irom that body, his 
Excellency had caused a large quantity of provisions to be 
taken ftom the public stores at Albany for the supply of four 
.<onip«pies of fusiliers, an act, which I hey pronounced to be 
arbitrary and Illegal. They also resolved, that it wiuld be in 
rain to furnish provisions fur lIiv subsistence of the forces rais- 
ed by this coluny for the eipedjlion apinsi Canada, until 
proper assurances be given, thai an eSecruai stop shall he put 

To these and some other very hnrsh resolutions, a copy of 
which was delivered to the governor, he sent a moderate and 
respectful answer, which, however, was far from being satis- 
factory to the house. They concluded their reply to his Ex- 
cellency informing him, "that as soon as proper assurances 
shall be given, that the abuses committed in respect to the 
provisions already furnished for the subsistence of ihe forces 
•n the Canadian expedition shall be effectually prevented, 
Ibis house will cheerfully pass a bill for a further ample al- 
lowance for the subsistence of the said forces ; but that until 
sucA assurancet be given, this house cannnt, in justice to the 
people thfy represent, proceed upon any bveincM whatsoever. 
Finding the assembly inflexible, the eovernor deemed it ex- 
pi dienl to make some farther concessions, with which they, 
at last,, appeared to be satisfied. 

The expedition against Canada, however, had not yet met 

with that success, which had been anticipated. Much time 

had been spent in gaining over the Indians and In raising men 

and the necessary supplier. The colonies had not combined 

Jicir forces; the Brilisb fleet had ivot attived in s 
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j[reat Jealousy prevailed between ih' colonial government, 
in 'egard lii the manner of conducting ihe tnterprise and ol' 
defraying the expense. The goverm-r was so sensible of these 
difficulties, that in bis address to the assembly, in March 1747 
he complained of the loss of the campaign and ascribed 
chiefly to the afor> said cau$i>s. tie expressed his taopea, hai 
ever, thai, from the arrangements which hgd been made, 
ensuing campaign would be more successful. 

The assembly and the governor again differed on some 
bordinaie points concerning the new levies and the employ- 
ment of troops lo scour the woods in the county of Albany. 
This produced a long and animated discussion and a minute 
detail of the operations of the government for the preceding 
year. Towards the close of this document, his Excellency 
was peculiarly unfortunate in his statement " that Uie assem* 
biy had shewn him personal disrespect, thereby^ contemning 
the power, from which his authority flowed," and still 
in his assertion, that t e principal men in Albany did 
well to the success of the expedition against Ci 
count of the advantage, which they gained by trade 
country, particularly in time of war j that the^rini _ _ 

euliy in gaining over the Indians arose from the great JDllueBce 
which those men possessed over that people, &c. He ex- 
horted the house to make fjreat preparations for opposing the 
enemy, and concluded with assurances of his being ready lo 
co-operate with them in every measure which might be devis- 
ed for the defence of the colony. 

The assembly was thrown into a great ferment by his 
charge of disafTeclion against one of our principal cirit^s and 
also by that of neglect on the part of themselves The mem- 
bers from Albany felt highly indignant, and denounced the 
governor as being under an influence unworthy of himself anil 
of the colony. An answer was speedily voted, the style of 
which was apparently resp ciful ; but, in reality, scarcaslic 
and reproachful. In the conclusion, it boldly insinuated, that 
he had, in different instances, been guilty or gloss and palpa- 
ble frauds and peculations, particularly in respect to Indian 
affairs and flatly denied big charge, that the assembly had not 
provided for the defence of the colony. It sneered at ihe ac- 
cusation which he had made against the inhabitants of Albany 
and roundly asserted, that he was under an influence, which 
had occasioned difiicultie<: with the Indians and disturbed the 
harmony between the different branches of the government. 
The governor was iio incensed, that he Immi'diHtely adjourned 
the house and threatened, that he would Uy ^^^u \>\<ic%^vw[' 
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before his majesty. The stale of raising supplies, b 
did not admit of a lang adjournmeni. 

The bouiF was reassembled in a few d. ys, when thegoTrtf* 
nor informed ihem, that he had already expended $22,500 of 
his own private fortune in the payment of the new levies and 
insisted on an indemnification. The house resolved, that 
tbey had nothing to ilo with the ^ay of the forces raised for 
the invasion of Canada, that the supply of their jirimisiotit 
was all that could be justly demanded ofthem, and determined 
without a dissenting voice, that if the lives and fortunes of the 
people of ibis colony should be endangered by the forces not be- 
ingpaid, his Excellency wouldonly beioblaine,asiiwa3easiiy 
in his power lo provide against the impending evil, by siinply 
discharging the duty, which he owed tc his majesty. The 
governor now determined to fatigue the house into a compli- 
ance with his views, by frequent adjournments, an expedient, 
whichscldoin failed of producing effects diametrically oppo- 
site to that, which was intended and so it turned out upon the 
present.occasran. On the 4th day of August, being the fifth 
timft qMieir adjournmeni, he informed the house, that he had 
recetVM a letter froii governor Shirley of Massachusetts, in- 
fcrming him, (hat it was thought necessary to form a junction 
between the forces now in ihe province of Ne»-York, wlili 
those of Massachusetts and Connecticut , and recommending 
in the most earnest manner, to provide for a portion of the ex- 

The assembly, in their answer, (o the ^'overnor, expressed 
their desire of being informed what Massachusetts and Con- 
necticut intended ti) contribute towards the burden : but they, 
in the mean time, resolvetl, that they would cheerfully con- 
cur with the neighbouring colonies in any well concerted 
scheme to annoy the common enemy and contribute their Just 
proportion of any expi uses, which might be necessary to car- 
ry it into execution ; although the colony of New-Tork had 
alieady expended more money fur securing the Six Nations 
in his Majesty's interest than those of Massachusetts and Con- 
necticut put together; hpnce, that of whatever expense, the 
three provinces should lind it necessary to assume for llie an- 
noyance of the common enemy, it would be highly improper 
that New-York should pav more than one third part ; and fur- 
ther, that the provinces to the Westward ought to bear a share 
in all such expenses, so that the contribution of Massachusetts, 
Connecticut and New- York might thereby be proportionably 
tJiminished. 
m The governor, a few days after, a^nlatneawge to the ft^^ 
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sembly, declaringlliallie could nolongcr continue the expense, 
al the charge of the crown, i.l" supplying the four companies 
of fn si leers at Albany and the levies made in the other colonies, 
for the invasion of Canada, nor that of preserving the Mend- 
ship of the Indians and sending out parlies of that peo- 
ple to annoy the enemy and to gain iniellige ce of iheir raove- 
oients. He urged ihera to make provision for ihose expenses 
and for relieving ihe garrisims at Oswego and Saratoga. The 
aaseiibly refused to furnish provisions for >he fur companies 
at Albany, aliedging ihal their piiy was sufficient for the pur- 
pose and that they had alipays -ubsisied thereon, unlirsa when 
stationed in remote garrisons. They, likev/ise, stated, that it 
was highly unre: sonable to especl, that they should supply 
the troops oi the other colonies with provisions, and that the 
crown ought to be at the expense of securing the friendship of 
the India. IS, especinlly, at thisjunctnre, when the burdens im- 
posed on the colony, by reason of thu war, were almost intole- 
rable. Thpy, in fine, gave his Excellency to understand, that 
in the present emergency, they had already contributed mm 
more than could have been expected from tbetu, aaAlttM i 
that they could or would do was to provi e fur the pay &n 
subsistence of one hundred and fifty elfpcti'e men, to range 
and scour ihi> woods, in ihecauniy of Albany, for ihe space 
offiftydays, for the protection of the inhabitantsof the said 
county, against the skulking parties of the enemy. 

At this time the resources f the French were very conside*' 
rable. They were in possession of Canada and had fortifietl 
Quebec. Their towns were numerous and their stations well 
chosen. They had occupied the country of upper Louisiana, 
s fertile region, capable of supporting an immense population 
luid meditated the union of Louisiana with Canada, by which 
they could more readily act in concert and annoy the English. 
The white population of the French colonies amounted to 52- 
pOOmen. Their whole po^er was marshalled under oneru*- 
ler, and the temper of the people as well us the genius of the 
government was miiiiary. With the exception of the Six Na- 
tions, all the Indians were attached to France, They were 
trained to war after the European manner, and their aid was 
the more valuable, as they were acquainted with the recesses 
of the connlry, which was the theatre of war. la opposing 
the force and defeating the plans of the French, the English 
colonies laboureii under many disadvantages. They were 
separated into distinct governments and excepting those of 
Sew England were altogether unaccustomed to union, TW;^ 
Jealous ofthe power of the crewa an4 TONuVitivftVtt 
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quent disputes wUh their immediate rulers. They were spread 
over a large territory, and in the central provincrs, the peo- 
ple had so loDg lived in sacli tranquillity, that they were wholly 
linacqiiBinied with military operations. Their population, 
indeed, exceeded that oftlie F'rench by one half, and was 
tiqual to a million of souls* ; alihoiigh from the causes above 
mentioned ii was impossible to get them to act in concert. 
But as it was obvious, that n great struggle would speedily 
ensue, it was necessary, if possible, to devise some plan of 

The Lords Co rami ssioners for trade and plantations hadre- 
comnteoded to the several colonies to appoint commissioners 
to meet each other for the purpose of agreeing upon a general 
league of friendship between all the colonies and Indians in 
his majesty's American dominions. The general court of 
Massachusetts not only acceded to ihe proposal ; but desireil 
his Excellency Governor Shirley to pray his majesty, that af- 
lairs, which relate to the Six Nations and their allies should be 
^ut under such general regulations as his majesty shall think 
proper snd that the several governmenls be obliged to bear 
Iheir proportion of defending his majesty's territories against 
the encroachments of the French and the ravages and incur- 
sions of the hostile Indians. 

A general meeting of the governors and chief men from se- 
veral of the colonies was heltl accordingly, at Albany in June, 
17^4, vvho were unanimously of opinion, thai an union of the 
colonies was essentially necessary in order to secure the ready 
coHiperalion of all the English in America. The plan pro- 
posed was, that a grand council should be formed of mem- 
bers to be chosen from each colony by the respective assem- 
blies, which council-, when organized, should together with a 
governor general to be appointed by the crown, be nuiborized 
to make general laws to raise money in all the colonies, for 
defence of the whole. But notwithstanding the magnitude 
and immediate pressure of the danger, the proposal, though 
acceptable here, was objected to in England, the ministry be- 
ing afraid, that a union upon such principles might give such 
power to the colonists, as would enable them, when they 
thought proper, to resist the authority of the parent stale. 

* This was the suppoiud mimber of liihsbilaiitg in Ihp Briiiih (erri. 
lories (now Ihe United 3tate« of America) in ihe year 17S2. Arcordioe 
la the Iu( census raken in 1820. 1 tier amounled to <), 543,826 and there 
is reatoo to lielieve, thai Bl Ihe couimcDccaient of the jear 1S26, thq 
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Another plan, was, therefore, proposed as a substitute viz. 
that the governors of all the colonies attended by one or two 
members of their respective councils should assemble, concert 
measures for the defence of the whole, erect forts where they 
thought necessary, ^ith power to draw upon the British trea* 
sury, for which the treasury was afterwards to be reimbursed 
foy a tax to be laid on the colonies by act of parliament. 

If the plan proposed for a confederated government of the 
colonies, which 'had been agreed on at Albany, was not rel- 
ished by the British ministry, the one, which they recommends 
ed in its stead, was fully as obnoxious on this side of the At- 
lantic. The governors were chiefly of the King's appoint- 
ment. They were, with scarcely any exceptions, in embar- 
rassed circumstances and contrived to be sent here, that they 
inight have an opportunity of repairing their shattered for- 
tunes, by their impositions on those, whom it was their duty to 
protect. To replenish their empty pockets and to return to 
their, native country in affluence, after an absence of a few 
years, was their sole object, and in this they too often succeed- 
ed by the most iniquitous means. Nor could the people place 
more confidence in the integrity of the council, as their very 
existence solely depended upon the will of the governor, under 
whom they respectively served. The ministerial scheme was, 
therefore, received with indignation, not only in this city; but, 
likewise, in every part of the British colonies. It was uni- 
versally reprobated as a subtle and dangerous contrivance to 
provide for favourites, to undermine the liberties of the Amer- 
icans and eventually subject them to the most abject slavery. 
That part of the scheme, which authorized the British treasu- 
ry to be reimbursed for the monies, which might be paid by 
them for colonial purposes, by a tax to be laid on the provinces 
by act of parliament was peculiarly offensive. 

It was, at that time, fully as well understood as at the com** 
mencement ofthe revolutionary war, that every man has a 
natural right to be governed by laws of his own making, either 
m person or by his representative and that no authority can 
be justly exercised over him, which is not derived '^from the 
people of whom he is one ; hence that no part of his property 
can be taken from him except by his own consent expressed 
in one or other of these ways. But in the British parliapaent^ 
the Americans had no vote and considering the great distance 
between the two countries, it was scarcely possible, that they 
could be represented in that body ; and they strenuously con- 
tended, that taxation without representation was repugnant^ 
to their privJJe|res as £nglishmev^9 Ou \\\«i ^^^t \n»xA^ ^^ 
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ministry firmly maintained, that the mother country had a 
right to tax her colonies in all cases whatever. On this doc-' 
trine, though with them deemed highly important, it was, at 
that time, thought the wisest pyolicy not \p insiaU They per- 
ceived, that it was a measure, w.jich waS viev* ed with univer- 
sal ablrorrence, and that any attempt to enforce it might raise 
a ferment, which could not be easily allayed. 

It is much to be regretted, that the history of the state of 
New- York has not been brought down to a litter period than 
the year 1747. Indeed Smith's history, from which a. great 
part of the preceding is compiled extends no farther than 1732. 
In regard to what follows, it has been found impossible to go 
on with a regular narrative. Every article, however, has been 
selected from what appeared to me to be authentic documents 
and as much care as possible has been taken to state with ac- 
curacy at what particular time, each transaction took place. 

On the 10th October 1753, Geor e Clinton ceased to be 
governor ofthis province, when he was superseded by James 
Delancey the lieutenant governor. During the administra- 
tion of this gentleman, tlie war against the French and Cana- 
dians raged with great fury and various sucoiess ; but there 
was nothing decisive achieved on either side. On the 3 1st 
October 1754, he granted a charter for an act of incorporation 
to the first and still the most celebrated literary institution in 
the state, under the name of "The Governoi-s of the college 
of the province of New-York, in the city of New- York in 
America." It was called " King'^ College :" and soon after 
the close of the revolutionary war, viz. in April 1787, the said 
charter was confirmed by the legislature of the State, the 
name being changed to that of "Columbia College.'' 
Some few alterations, likewise, took place, in consequence of 
the change in our political situation. Of this institution, how- 
ever, it will be unnecessary to say any thing fiirther, at pre- 
sent, as it will be particularly noticed under the head of Lit£- 
AARY Establishments, 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

From the arrwai of Sir Charles Hardy at Gavernar^ ZOih 
Seftembet 1755, to the declaration of Independence^ 4th 
July 1776. 

Sut Charles arrived at a time, when the coIodj was in- 
voWed in war and gready dissatisfied with the prospect that 
their liberties were in danger. Although the minbtry 
had desisted from their intended oppressive measures, for 
a time, thay still seemed determined to raise a revenue upon 
the colonies, in one shape or other. Of their determination 
oo this point, the provincial legislatures had been fully ap- 
prised, as they had received authentic information in May 
1755, that the ministry depended upon a common fund being 
raised in all the American colonies, in proportion to their re* 
spective abilities for defraying the expenses entered into for 
their common defence. Massachusetts bay was the first, 
which directed their agent in Britain to oppose everything, 
which might have the most remote tendency to raise a reve- 
nue in the colonies for any public uses or services of govern* 
meot. 

In the midst of this state of alarm, which extended through- 
out the British provinces, the melancholy news of the defeat 
of Greneral Braddock (July 0th 1755) with hb whQle army 
consisting of upwards of two thousand men, besides militia, 
greatly added to the general gloom. That general had resolv- 
ed to attack Fort Du Quesne ; but was surprised on his 
march by a party of Indians, with whose mode of fighting he 
was entirely unacquainted. The van was thrown into con- 
fusion and the main body advancing, the enemy consisting of 
about 400, who had lain in ambush, in an instant, sallied out, 
fired upon the English and effectually completed their disor- 
der. The defeat was total. Braddock faSmself was mortally 
wounded and nearly half of the privates was either killed or 
wounded. Colonel Washington, who then commanded the 
militia, a body of men, whom the unfortunate Braddock had 
despised, by his bravery and prudence, covered the retreat 
and saved the wreck of the vanquished airmy. Well did the 
Bey..Mr« Davis, then president of Princeton college, predict in 
a itniicMl| which he preached soon after this disaster, that this 
gallant y«ung officer (then in the 24th year of his age) was 
destined by Divine Providence for some great purpose* Ye«» 
Be became the iMBLivxRiR op his GOimTO% 
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The winters of 1755 and l^SG were unconiraonljr mild, 
the river being open between ibis city and Albany on Jnnua- 
ry 14th and Februaiy 14th and in iheyear ITiiS, the severest 
drought ever known in this country was experienced, no rain 
having fallen from the month of May to thai of November. 

But to return to the progress of the war. In 17 j7, ihe 
British army had to encounter another defeat. The marquis 
de Montcalm governor of Canada a very ablegeneral advanc- 
ed against Fort William Henry and compelled the garrison to 
capitulate, on condition, that ihey should not serve against the 
kingof France or his allies for the space of eighteen months. 
But the Indians unacquainted with tlie maxims of honour, 
which regulated (he conduct of Europeans and disregarding 
the articles of capitulation, fell upon the troops, after they had 
evacuated the place, and notwithstanding ilie exertions of 
Montcalm to prevent the outrage, massacred the greatest part 
of them. 

Instead of producing fear, however, and notwithstanding 
the dread cf the colonists in respect to the threatened taxatioii, 
the ill success of the British arms excited the indignation of tlic 
people on both sides of the atlantic and urged them to more 
vigorous preparations. Ilappily for the British nation, about 
this lime Mr. Pitt afterwards Lord Chatham was placed at the 
head of the ministry, when the face of aiTairs was in a short 
time entirely changed, the war prosecnied with unexampled 
success and the enemy, at length driven out of America. In 
do part of the empire was the character of this great states- 
man, more popular than in this country, particularly, in this 
city, where a statue was erected to his memory which was 
afterwards thrown down, when it was found, that be was 
opposed to their independence, a measure, which was then 
little, if at all thought of.* Mr. Pitt assured ilie gover- 
nors of the colonies, in a circular letter, that an eJTectual 
force should be sent to act against the French, both by sea and 
land ; and he called upon them to raise as large bodies of men 
as the population of their respective provinces would allow. 

• Dr. Gordon in iiii " History of Ihe American War" Vol. I page 
lOD, infarmaua, that Mr. Fralt, aAcrirards Lord Camden said to Dr. 
Fr&aklin in a courie of free consersalion. " For all what you Auier- 
icaui BBy of your loyally, 1 know you will one day ttirow offjour de- 
pendence upon tliii country and Dolwith standing your bDasted affeclion 
to it will act ap for independence." The other am wercd, "No such 
idea is entertained in the mind of Ihe Americao!; aiid do such idea will 
erer enter their heads, unless you greatly abuse Ibem." " Very true," 
replied Mr. frail," tlial i* one of the Tery sausw, which Isee will b» p. 
p pea »ad prodate (be event," '^U 
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Tbese were to be supplied wiih arms and amunition bjr the 
crown. The coloniea, with the greatest alacrity, seconded 
the views of the minister, and rejoiced, at the opponanity, 
which then appeared to be oD'ered of reducing the power of 
the French, whom ihey had long considered as their natural 
enemiet. 

Though, during the campaign of 1758, the British notwith- 
standing the mighty force, which the; brought into action con* 
■istingoflifty thousand men, experienced some very conside- 
rable defeats, yet upon the whole iheir advance!! towards their 
main object, the reduction of Canada, were important and de- 
cisive. In J759, the battle of the heights of Abrahdm, under 
the walls of Quebec was fought by the British commanded by 
General Wolf and the French by the Marquis de Monlcalm. 
Victory having decided, in favour of the British, (he reducttoD 
«f the city of Quebec was the immediate consequence, and this 
:Was ultimately followed by the subjugation of the French, in 
«very part of Canada. In this battle, however, the two gene- 
rals Wolf and Montcalm fell in the service of their respective 
countries. The news of the victory was highly gratifying to 
the British colonists, whose safely was thereby secured against 
the attacks of a rival, who had possessed the inclination as 
well as the means to annoy ihem. Bui the death of theyoun^, 
the humane and the enterprising General Wolf was universal- 
ly lamented in every part of the British dominions and no 
where more sincerely than intliis city. The fate of his wor- 
thy antagonist, Montcalm, who was an able general and high- 
ly distinguished for his many virtues was, likewise, a cause of 
sympathy towards those who had lost so goad a commander. 
On thr lOth'February 1763, a definitive treaty of peace was 
concluded at Paris, between Great Britain on the one hide, and 
France, Spain and Portugal on the other, which confimned lo 
Great Britain the extensive provinces of Canada, East and 
West Florida, and pan of Louisiana, also the islands of Gran- 
ada, St. Vincent, Dominica and Tobago in the West Indies. 

It mt^t have been expected, that peace haying been thus 
happily restored to Great Britain with all the nations of Eu- 
rope, her ministers would have been desirous of giving her a 
respite for a few years, so that slie might have an opportunity 
of regaining her former strength; but now it appeared to 
them to be a suitable lime to endeavour to enforce their fa- 
vourite measure, the laxatinn of the colonies. A hill was ac- 
cordingly introdueed into the house of Commons 29th Sept. 
1764, for the avowed purpose of raising a reseautLWv Kwi*st\- 
ca, by vbkh bill the colonists were t,o ipa^f wi\si\n ^mSSks 
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upon clayed sugar, indigo and caffee of ToreigQ produce, 
wrougltl silks, and several oiher kinds of goods tlieiein speci- 
fied, 89 also upun molasses and syrup, being the produce of a 
colony, nol belonging to the crown of Great Britain, and 
these duties were to be paid into the exchequer in specie. 

This Hci was the more obnoxious to the colonists on account 
of its being so unseasonable. The duties were to be paid in 
specie, while the profitable commerce, which they had long 
carried on with the French and Spaniards, in different parts 
of the new world, was to be instantly and rigorously suppres- 
sed by taxes, which were equal, in their judgment, to a prohi- 
bition of the trade, and in order to prevent smuggling, all the na- 
val officers on the American sution were obliged to act as pet- 
ty collectors of the revenue. Gentlemen of the navy were un- 
acquainted with custom house laws, and ofcourse liable to com- 
mit mistakes, in the execution of their new otHce, in conse- 
quence of which, the law, which was sufficiently odious in it- 
self, was rendered still more unpopular. The whole continent 
was thrown into a ferment. Remonstrances and petitions, 
10 the king and both houses of parliament were prepared in the 
different colonies ; but that from New- York was couched in 
such indignant language, that their agent could not prevail 
tipon any member of the house to presetiE il. In these memo* 
rials, every argument, which ingenuity could suggest, was ur- 
ged in order to procure the repeal of the obnoxious statute ; 
but without effect. But besides the remonstrances, &c. 
which have been already mentioned, associations were formed 
in all ibe provinces in order to diminish the use of British man- 
ufactures ; a step, which besides il9 immediate effects, set the 
merchants of England against the ministry and encreased thi' 
opposition, with which those in power were obliged to con- 
But the ministers were determined not to stop at what they 
had already done- To complete the climax of their folly, un- 
derpretence of enabling the Americans to defend themselves 
against any foreign enemy, the bill for imposing stamp duties 
was brought into parliament 2d February 17fi5. On the in- 
troduction of this bill, Mr Charles Townsend was one of its 
most strenuous advocates and in a speech, which he had de- 
"vered in its favour, he concluded irj the following manner. 
And now will these Americans, children planttd by our 
care j nourished up by our indulgence, until they aft grown 
l« a degree of strength nnd opulence ; and protected by our 
Inns; tfij/ iJiey ^udge to contribute their mile, to relieve us 
.(Wn {he heavy weight of that buiilen)<Nb\<:\tve Ik under r"'^ 



[ To this query ofMr. Townsend, Colonel Barre, who having 
^jded in AmeriCH, lor several years, war well acquainted 
wiih the character oi ihe people, replied ii) the following spiii- 
teil and very pertinent manner. " They ylautedb^ YovR 
caref No. Your oppreasion planted ihera in America. 
Tiiey Sed from your tyrnnny to a (lien uncultivaicd and unhos- 
pitable country, where ihay exposed themselves to almost all 
the hardships, to which hnnian nature is liable; and amongst 
others to the cruelties of a savage foe" &c. " They nourhlied 
up by Voun indulgence? They grew up by your neglect of 
them. As soon as you began to take care about them, [hat 
care was exercised in sending peia.ms to rule them in one de- 
partment and another, who were, perhaps, ilie deputies of 
deputies to some members of this house, sent to spy out their 
liberties, to misrepresent their actions and lo pry upon them," 
ic. " persons, some of whom, tii ray knowledge were glad by 
going ti) a forei^ country to escape from being brought to the 
bar of a court of justice in their own." " They protected bu 
Yoi/R arm*? "fhey have nobly takeii up arms in your de- 
fence; have exerted a valour amidst tbeir serious and constant 
industry for ihe defencf of a country, whose frontier was 
drenched in blood, while its interior parts yielded all its little 
savings lo your emaluutenl. And believe me, — remember f, 
liiis day, tell you so, that the same spirit of freedom which 
actuated that people at Rrsi. will accompany them stilt," &c 
liv concludes thus " The people, 1 believe are as truly loyal 
as any subjects the king has; but a people jealous of their lib- 
erties and who will vindicate ihem, if ever they should be vio- 
lated. But the subject is too delicate — I will say no more." 
These sentiments thrown out so forcibly, wiihottl premedita- 
tion, fbr some time, struck the members with amaxement, who 
sat intensely looking at each other nilliout making the least 
reply. But the dye was cast. Pvo arguments against the bill 
were of any avail ; it passed by a majority of about 150 to 50 M 
and became alaw2^d March 17^5. I 

The reception of thestamp act among the colonies wassuab M 
as might have been expected. Combinations were every 
where formed to prevent its execution. Kiots took place in 
most of the sea ports, where not only the furniture ; but, in 
many instances, the houses of those, who adhered to the go-" 
vemmenl were demolished and the stamps destroyed by the 
enraged populace wherever they could be found. The disaf- 
fection appeared lo spread. A meeting of deputies from alt 
the colonies wi-s advised by tlie House oV RepiewYiVaSi"*** Va. 
l_4*a«ac/iHjeHs^ (0 meet at Kew-York. on the fti^x'^vK^ii'^ va. 
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October I7i>''>) fof 'he purpose of devising micli t: 
Ibight be mott conducive to the repeal of ilic slarap act, anil, ai 
Hie time appointed commissioners from 9 of llie 13 colonies as- 
sembled in lliis cit)' accordingly. The assemblies Ironi tlic 
other provinces were ])revcnted by their governors from sending 
llieir committees to Congress. Timothy Ruggles of Massa- 
chusetts being elected president, 14 reaolut.ons were passed, 
in uhich the said Congress e^press, in firm but respectful 
language the eiitcnt of the grievances, of which they complain 
and conclude by declaring it to be an indispensable doty which 
they owe to the king, the mother country and to themselves 
to endeavour by a loyal and dutiful address to liis majesty and 
bumble applications to botli houses of parliament to procure 
the repeal of " The act for granting and applying certain 
stamp duties" and of all clauses of any other acts, intended lot 
the restriction of American commerce. Congress broke up 
on the 25th of October, after having finiEhcJ the business, to 
vhicbthej had been appointed The colonies, which could 
not send committees, shewed, as opportunities offered, their 
approbation, of what had been done, by forwarding to their 
agents petitions to the like purpose of thai of Congress. 

In the mean time, those, who dared to assist in the exe- 
tulion of those odious statutes were deemed enemies (o their 
country. Such, therefore, as h<id been appointed to dis- 
tribute stamps, being apprehensive of danger, in general, 
resigned the office, or retreated to some place of securi- 
ty, where they vainly hoped, that they might be able to con- 
ceiil themselves till the storm slionM blow over.* To the few, 
who dared to act in opposition to the popular opinion, little 
hope could be entertained for the safely of either their proper- 
ly or persons, tn most places of any consequence, tlicre 
were considerable commniions and this city was not without 
its share. The stamp act was treated with the utmost con- 
tempt, as it was cried about the streets under theiilleof 
" The folly of England and rtiin of America.'* 

To3vardi tiie end of October, the stamp-papers arrived, and 
I Mr. M'Evers, Id whom iliey had been consigned for dialribo- 

I ' Mr. Hood, slaifip dislribulor for Mar^laiid, that he might avoid rc- 
W wcning, Bed lo New-Tork, where, he nl first, took refuge io tlie fort aud 
* aflerwanlB vent 10 Long iBlaad. A aiimhet ot Ihe Soiu of Frctdon, ba- 
ving creifcd over uneipecledlf , obliged liim Ip »ign u paper, dpi taring 
hii absotuK and final reiigniiiiou. and then rook him before a inssii- 
iTBte, lo whom lie read ihe laid paper and afterwards made oath to tlic 
aatlartJiereJD coalained. ^ 
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tioii, lidving resigned his office, ihej were sent to Br. Coldo^ 
then lieutenanl govetiuu, wlm caused ilieni to be deposited ill 
Fori Oeorge- Several estmordiuary preporalioiis fat securing 
ihein having excited the aus|)ictoi) of the inhabitants, atid its 
being Isi November, the day en which the noxinus act wag to 
go into operation, a great concourse of .people assembled in 
the evening, proceeded te the fori, took out the governor's 
carriage, and after drawing it through tlie principal streets, 
marched to the common, where a gsllnws had been previously 
erected, on which they suspended hiseffigy, having in his right 
hand a, stamped bill of lading, and in his left a figure intended 
for the devil. After it had hung for a considerable time, they 
carried it together with the appendages and the gallows, in 
procession, the carriage preceding, to the gale of the fort and 
from thence to the Bowling green, where under the very muz- 
zles of the guns of the fort, they burnt the whole, amidst the 
acclamations of some thousands of spectators. Tbey then 
proceeded to the house of a major James, against whom the 
populace were highly incensed on account of his having avow- 
ed himself to he in favour of the stamp-act, and there they de- 
stroyed his valuable library, and made a bonfire of his furni- 
ture, in front of his house, which they completely gutted and 
I'educed to ti shell. 

Although, on the ensuing morning, the inhabitants had been 
earnestly advised to be ready on any alarm to turn out under 
arms, for the purpose of quelling riotous proceedings, it answer- 
ed no good purpose ; as a vast mob headed by captain Isaac 
Sears, (tlio had formerly commanded a privateer and was ex- 
tremely opposed to the stamp-act having assembled in the 
evening, wailed upon the lieutenant governor and insisted up- 
on his dehvering the stamps into their hands. He endeav- 
oured to appease them, by informing them, that hv could do 
nothing in the business and tliiil it would be best to leave it till 
the arriviil of the governor Sir Thomas Moore, which was daily 
expected. This answer was, hy no means, agreeable to the 
people, who threatened, that if ihey did not get them peacea- 
bly, they would endeavour to take iheui by force. Dr. Col- 
den apprehensive, that much hloml might be spilt, if they 
should resort to that measure, was at last prevailed on to deliv- 
er them lo the corporation, by whom they were deposited in 
the City Hall. Ten boxes of stamps having arrived after- 
tvar Js were committed to the flames. , 

It was now perceived by the ministry, that they mtisl eithi 
repeal the obnoxious statutes or compel \\\e KTOftYvtM\» \aw 
roit to thein by force. The conVeiexafj a^imA -Cftt^n. 
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general, systematic and alarming. It was universnllj agreed^ 
ihal DO articles of Brilisli maDutaclure should he. imported and 
tlial ihose, which were made in the colonies should be prefer- 
red. The New- York merchants were the first, who passed 
this n on importation agret-meni, October Zd 1765, when they 
resolved thai they would not import or receive any goods from 
Great Britain, until such acts of parliament as the general as- 
sembly had declared unconslitutionat and subversive of the 
rights and libeiiies of the people of this colony should be re- 
pealed ; and the merchants in every part of the comiiry soon 
after entered into similar agreements. In addition to this, 
many of the inhabitants of Great Britain openly espoused the 
American cause. The merchants and manufacturers were 
likewise strongly opposed lo ihe noiious statutes. On the 
22nd February 1766, a muCion- was made in the House of 
Commons for the repeal of the stamp act, which after a long 
and interesting debate was carried by a majority of 275 to 
167. In the llonse of Lords it likewise passed fay a great ma- 
jority and. finally received the royal sanction 19lii March fol- 
lowing. 

But though the stamp act was repealeil, the ministry had 
not relinquished their intention of raisings revenue in America, ' 
In order tosupportasil was Called ihedjgnity of the crown, abill 
w^ passed, in which the superiority of Great Dritain 'over 
her colonies was declared lo extend t» ail cases whatever. 
This assertion greatly diminished the joy, which the repeal of 
(he stamp act had occasioned ; as the Americans considered 
it as a foundation, on, which any future ministry might oppress 
them under the sanction of parliamenlary authority. It was 
not long before they had an opportunity of seeing that their 
fears were too well founded. An ac[ bad been passed by ihn 
British parliament providing for the soldiers in thecolonies with 
the necessaries and accommodations, which their circum- 
stances mieht require. Bui when the assembly of New-Yorit 
was applied to, December 2d 1766, by Governor Moore, lo 
quarter some of the King's troops, in conformity to this act, 
Ihey justified their decHning to provide for them, by asserting 
ihat the act was only meant lo apply lo such troops as were 
marching from place to place, and not to those who were sta- 
tioned in any particular place perhaps for a whole year ; that 
by marching several regiments into the colony, the expense 
would be ruinous and Insupportable, and they concluded ih[is, 
*' We cannot consistent with our duly to our constituents put 
Jtin the power of any person fwliatsoever confidence we hare 
^^r iU pradencf and integrity) to \aj suc^ % \>'»i«:.ci i»v th«a^^ 
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le assEinlily nt Uoston as wtll as that orVirginia and oiho' 

tinies liicihly approved of llieir conduct. 

The Briiisli |iarljainent, in order lo punish the rerractorV 
spirit of the assemblies enacted 2d July 1707, ll>at llielegislM 
live puwer was taken from that of New-York, till th^ 
stiould comply wilh the act of parliament for furnishing hif 
majesty's troops with the necessaries required by that act. 
The taking away, in this manner, from one province, all tht 
powers of legislation, occasioned a general ferment thoughout 
the whole. They now saw that their own legislative bodies 
might be bound to what the ministry might deem their goi 
behaviour, by ads o( parliament. About the same lime, ; 
were, likewise passed, for imposing a duly ujjon paper, gl; 
painters' colours and tea imported into the colonies fur 
purpose of settling salaries on the governors, judges, A-c. 

Those acts were received with greater aversion than the 
stamp act itself. Letters were sent from Massachu sells to 
!^11 llie other colonies inveighing against thelnjustice and ty- 
ranny of the British legislature; and afiirming,that their pr ^ 
feedings were subversive of liberty and hostile to the rights 
liritish subjects. The legislature of Vlt^inia fonhwithspplaui. 
ed them for their attention to American liberty and the otlte] 
iissembltes, as ihey U^d nn cppoHunity hurmonized with llici* 
ill ri'solvos and petitions. The New-Ynrk assembly whii 
had felt the weight of parliamentary indignation by being b( 
rcaved of the power of legislation, fn the beginning of the ye' 
17fiS, voted the sum wanted to the general, for the purchase 
pepper, salt and vinegar, instead of passing an act cnnformil' 
hie to ihe act of parliament. This vote, however, was deem*? 
ed saiisfactory. Hut when they met [awards tlic close of the 
year, after having completed a petition to the king, another 
to the lords and a remonstrance to the house of commons, Ihey 
prneecded to consider the circular letters from the assemblies 
of Massachusetts, and ^'iiginia, and unanimously aprced to an- 
swenhem in the moat respectful manner. They tlien entered 
into some very spirited resolutions in favour of the rights of 
tbetr constituents, and appiirn^ed a committee to correspond 
with any others ol^ his miijesiy's subjects out of the colony 
either individually or collectively on any subject, wbcrebv 
iliC rights or privil^es of the house or its constituents migai 
be affected. In consetjuence of these proceedings, the houM, 
was diasni.W *i 

On the 1st August 17(115, the Ifoston mere Hants entered ii 

fresh non importation agreement, by which tUej etv^^i^ 
lliey would not send for or import (tomGieav^'c\viw\, 
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ring the Tall any other goods ihnn what ihey had already or- 
dered for the fati supply and ibal they would not send for, iiU' 
port or purchase iTom any factor any goods, wares or nier- 
thandise (articles necessary for the fislieries excepted) frsm 
Great Britain from 1st January 1769 to lit January 1770; 
nor any tea, paper, glass or painters' colours, until the act im- 
[K>sing duties on these articles should be repealed. The raer' 
chants of this cily forthwith agreed to similar resolutions and, 
ina veryshorl time, there trere few, jfany places in the pro- 
vinces where they were not adopted. The colonists could not 
overlook the good eifecls produced by the former non^tmpor- 
(atktn agreement, and were earnest in playing of the same en- 
gine against the new attempts of the ministry to saddle them 
with the payment of taxes. 

In the mean time, the parliament shewed, that it bad 
neither sufficient vignur to compel the Americans to submit ; 
n»r sufficient liberality to yield to their re niuns trances. Ac* 
cordingly on the 12lh April 1770, ihe act for repealing the 
duties on paper, glass and painters' colours was passed. The 
duty on tea was professedly continued as a mere badge of 
sovereignly over the colonies. ]( had been predicted, how- 
ever, by those in the apposition that this apparent concession 
on the part sf the ministers would huve no good tifTecl, as the 
Americans would never be satisfied, if any duty whatever 
were imposed upon them without their consent and the event 
fiiUy shewed, that their prediction was well founded. It wns 
determined by the Bostonians, that the lea should not be land- 
ed, as it was obvious, that ii would be extremely diflicnlt to 
prevent the sale, if the commodity should once be received on 
shore. This dispesition w;is not confined to Massachusetts. 
Id New- York, the people manifested a similar disposition and 
a spirit of resistance to Ihe introduction uf arbitrary powcr 
was manifested in almost every part of British America. 

But previous to ilie disturbances occasioned by the attempt 
to land the tea in Boston, New-York, Philadelphia and other 
places, a considerable ferment aro.se in this eiiy from a diffe- 
rentcause. About the middle of January 17/0, the Lifter* j( 
Pofewiis cut down at night by the soldiers. At that lime, they 
could have scarcely committed an act more otTensive to the in- 
habitants, who could nol endure the idea of being subject to 
military despotism. In order, therefore, to evince their adhe- 
rence to the sacred cause, which they had espoused, they soon 
after erected a new liberty pole strongly secured with iron. 
The animosity between the inhabitants and the soldiers had 
arisen from the improper conduct of l\\cB3seinbly,wh«f ^^ 
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ir last session, had granted a supply to ilic king's Iroopt 
nrtered in the colony. This had given great umbrage and 
O quiet the minds of the pnpulacc, they had declared ihnt it 
- was the last supply they irould ever gram till their grievances 
should be redressed ; but nalwiihsianding this resolutiem, 
they, in the present session, voted the further sum of ^MNX>. 
This greatly added to the irritation, which already existed, 
and the soldiers were led to consider the people as thertei»e- 
mies. A paper appeared, upon the occasion, addreued. 
*' 7b (Ae betrayed inhahttanU of the dig and Colony ttf 
HetB-Yoric," under the signature of a Son or Liberty, i '* 
this was pronounced by the assembly to be nfaUe, teiiitu 
and infamous libel. Captain Alexander, afterwards Gent 
M'Dougal, being brought before the chief Justice as the 
lisber was on the 8ih February, upon refusing to give 
committed to prison- U the April term, a bill was found 
against him : but the trial whs put off and he admitted to bail. 

When the assembly met towards the end of the year, he was 
ordered before their bar and as he would not ask pardon, was 
committed to jail for a high contempt, and there he remained 
till theassembly was prorogued 2^ih February 1771- He 
was discharged from his recognizance, without trial, 27tb 
jVfarcl) follgwlng, after being under bonds nearly Umoaths 
and suffering 23 weeks actual imprissnmem. This gentle- 
man, who was a native of Scotland, had the honour of being 
thefirst sufferer for the cause of liberty after the Gommencement 
of the united efforts afthe sous of America to frustrate the 
plans of the ministry. Instead, however, of being disgraced 
by his confinement, it answered a very different purpose, as 
during its continuance, he was daily visited by crowds of the 
most respectable ladies and gentlemen in the city. 

But to return lo the subject of the Tea. In the month of 
November 177S, three veEsets had arrived at Boston laden 
with that article. It had been determined, that it should be 
sent back in the same vessels, which brought it, and the cap- 
tains alarmed at the menaces of the people were willing lo com- 
ply; but the governor having thrown difliculties in the way, 
the ships were obliged to remuin in the harbour. The people, 
however, apprehensive, that the obnoxious commodity would 
be landed in small quantities, if the vessels should not be sent 
back to Erigland, resolved to destroy it at once. For this 
purpose on the l6th December, a number of persons chiefly 
masters of vessels and ship builders disguised as Indims, re- 
paired to the vessels and discharged the contents of 320 chests 
^^^f lea into the water, the numerous apecUlntft \wa.ia\ia'vT^^^ 
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If) this city, the people being fully determined against permit 
ting tea to be landed shewed themselves to be equally resolute 
as those in Boston. About the middle of December 1773, two 
ships the London captain Chalmers and the tea ship arrived 
at this port on the same day. The former came up directly 
to the wharf, and the other remained at the hook till her de- 
parture for England. The consignees came under a solemn 
promise, that they would neither receive nor sell the tea, as it 
came liable to an American duty ; but captain Chalmers ha- 
ving ventured to bring up 17 chests on his own account, the}" 
were instantly seized and thrown into the stream. Had the 
tea ship been brought up to the wharf, she would most prob- 
ably have been b.urut, as combustibles had been provided for 
:^.-that purpose, by captain Sears and others. In most places, 
V. the consignees were obliged to relinqitish their appointments^ 
and to enter into engagements not to act in that capacity, in 
consequence of which and the vigilance of the committees, it 
was scarcely possible to land any tea in America. 

'These troubles were introductory to a genet al rupture be- 
tween the mother country /and the colonies. Parliament re- 
solved to punish the Bostonians in an exemplary m.-nner by 
compelling them to pay for the value of the tea, which had 
been destroyed and to shut up their port by an armed force, 
till their refractory spirit should be subdued. The ministers 
believed, that this high handed measure would intimidate not 
only the inhabitants of Massachusetts ; but those of the other 
provinces. A general infatuation seems, at that time, to have 
pervaded not only the parliament; but the people of Great 
Britain at large. It was the general idea, that the Americans 
would not persevere in resisting the authority of the mother 
country, and that if they did, their resistance would be of no 
avail. Other laws were passed in rapid succession, which 
were so offensive to the colonists, as to exasperate them be- 
yond the possibility of reconciliation. 

The legislature of Massachusetts, so far from submitting to 
the arbitrary impositions of the ministry, declared it necessary, 
that a congress of delegates from all the provinces should as- 
semble to take the general state of affairs into consideration 
and nominated five gentlemen as representatives on their part, 
TJie cause of Boston was espoused by the rest of the colonies 
and on the 4th of September 1774, the first, general congress 
of the American colonies assembled at Philadel[)hia, when 
Peyton Randolph, Esq. of Virginia was unanimously elected 
President and Charles Thompson, Esq. Secretary, an office 
M'/z/c/y Jw held with the greatest houour,tUl some time after tlu: 
c'/ose of the revoIutJQJiary war* 
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The wiiolc number of merabi-rs in this august body was 55,' 
uf whom Georce Washington the faiher »f his couotry was 
one. The following are die names of the gentlemen, who 
represented this province James Duane, Henry Wimtry 
John Jay, Phiiip hivingston, Isaac Low, John Al»op and 
WiUianc Floyd, Esq. all ol' whom, except the venerable 
John Jay have for several years been consigned to the silent 

As soon as this congress had been organized, they resolved^ 
that each colony shouhl have one vole and that their deliberoi- _ 
tions should be with closed doors. On the 17tli Septembe 
Ihey expressed their approbation of what had been done b 
the inhabitants of Massachusetts, exhorted i hem topersen 
ranee and resolved unanimously, that contributions should be 
rnade for them in all the colonies, and comlnued so long as 
circumstances should require. On the 8ih of October foltow- 
iiig, they declared, that if the late acts of parliament should be 
attempted to be carried into execution by force, all America 
ought to support the inhabitants of Massachusetts in their ap> 
position ; that if it be found absolutely necessary to remove 
the people of Boston into the country, all America ought to 
contribute towards recompensing them for the injury, whidi ^H 
lliey may thereby sustain; and that every person, who should,^H 
act under any commission derived from the act of parliaTnent^ ^ 
changing the form of government and violating the chatter, 
oughl'lo be held in detestation. After having prepared a re- 
spectful petition to the king and both houses of parliament, a 
letter to General Gage, a declaration of iheir rights and ad- 
dresses to iheir eonsiiiuenis, their fellow citizens in Great 
Britain, &c. they broke up on the 26th October 1774, and 
recommended that a new congress be held in May next. 

The inclinations of (he people were in unison with the re- 
commendations of congress, and the people of Boston were 
supplied by contributions from all quarters. When winter 
approached, the telect men of that town nbliged the vrorkmen 
employed in erecting the barracks to desist and the merchants 
of this city declared, that they would nei'er supply arty article 
/or the benefit of men, who were sent as the enemies oftheii- 
eowitry. All hopes of a reconciliation with Great Britain 
seemed now at an end. The assemblie^in all the colonies 
voted, that amuniiion should be procured at the general ex- 
pense and it was obvious, that a civil war was about to ensue. 

The assembly of New-York, which had toQ\eRi4A Xti ■&« 
early part of the year 1775 were b»clR.'jiat4'w\lXie ^«;t.«ii 
Tbey renounced all cotvcem ■w'aU ^.\l«\*^': 'lo»&'m»v^ 
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co/igresS) declined choosing deputies for the proposed sew 
ode and in their individual capacity sent a petition to-thc 
king, a memorial to the lords and a remonstrance to the house 
of commons. In this last they represented the grievances, 
under which they laboured, renounced the most distant desire 
of independence, remonstrated in behalf of their brethren in 
Massachusetts, for whose distresses they could not help feel- 
ing ; but at the same time expressed their disapprobation of 
the violent measures, which had been pursued in some of the 
colonies. They prayed for a restoration of those rights ; but at 
the same time expressed no idea of diminishing the pow- 
er of the mother country, or lessening the dignity of parliament. 

■*■ Tn the mean time, the sons of liberty, who were very desirous 
of having delegates sent to the next congress, upon the assem- 
bly's declining to appoint them, contrived to collect a meet- 
ing of their fellow citizens on March 5th« When assembled, 

^ there was a confused cry of " Congress or no congress." Af^ 
ter considerable altercation, the tories had recourse to com- 
pulsive arguments, a species of reasoning, for which their op- 
ponents, were not prepared, till some of them repaired to a 
cooper's yard from whence they carried to the assistance of 
their friends a number of hoop poles reduced to a length suit- 
able for action. Thus armed, they soon put the tories to 
llightby theii' own weapons, who finding themselves worsted, 
and fearing lest captain Sears should at the head of a mob, do 
them some serious injury, readily agreed to a provincial con- 
vention, which otherwise would not have taken place. 1 hus 
this petty encounter entirely turned the scale in respect to this 
province. 

The first action during the war, which soon after ensued, 
was fought, between the king's troops and the American mili- 
tia at Lexington, Massachusetts on the lyth April 1775. 
Of the former 85 were killed, 180 wounded and 28 made 
prisoners. Total 273. Of the latter 50 were killed 34 wound- 
ed and 4 taken prisoners. 

During these transactions, at Boston, events of great impor- 
tance took place in other parts of America. The fortresses 
of Crown point and Ticonderoga having been occupied by the 
Americans sometime before, the reduction of Canada appear- 
ed to congress to be a matter of no great difficulty. For this 
purpose, they, therefore, sent on general Montgomery with a 
lew troops from this colony and New England. This illus- 
tn'ous soldier, who was a native of Ireland, had been an officer 
in the British service ; but after \\a\\i\^ resided \ti\Vv\& country 

^br several years ^ he became one oi t\ie laQsX xfc^w» ^^n^ 
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cales in behalf of the liberties of America. He had married 
the sister of the late Chancellor Livingston of this state and on 
parting with her, endeavouced to consolf ber with these re- 
markable words, '^^ You shajl'never blush, for your Montgom- 
ery." After taking possession of St. John's and Montreal, he 
hastened on to Qdebec, and arrived before its walls, on l6tb 
December 1775, where the garrison consisted of 1520 men, 
while the troops under his command did not exceed 800. But 
notwithstanding the great majority against" him and the in* 
clemency of the weather, he proceeded to erect works, as if 
he had been sure of success. He believed, that his men, who 
had behaved so well upon former occasions, would not forsake 
lum upon the present emergency and that the militia under 
Sir Guy Carleton would not fight, against the cause, in which 
he had embarked. 

Under these impressions, he, without dismay, proceeded to 
storm the g'arrison, on the last day of the year 1775 and after 
.difficulties almost insurmountable got near the guard house, 
when he, his aid-de-camp captain Cheeseman, and several 
other officers were killed. The firing from the guard house 
ceased immediately after; as the enemy quit their post and the 
assailants, had it not been for the unfortunate fall of their lea« 
er, might have accomplished their object. But the deputy 
quarter master general Campbell having assumed the com- 
mand unhappily ordered a retreat, when by proper exertions, 
victory might have been the result. The general's body was 
found soon after the engagement, and an elegant coffin was 
prepared in which he was decently interred on the third day 
after his death. 

The loss of this gallant officer, who thus fell in the prime of 
life and in the zenith of his glory was deeply lamented. His 
amiable disposition, his agreeable manners and family con- 
nections had, in private life, endeared him to a numerous cir- 
cle of valuable friends ; while the transcendency of his milita- 
ry talents, as well as his zeal in the cause of liberty, rendered 
him highly valuable as a public officer. Congress on the 15th 
of January 1776 resolved, " that to express the veneration of 
the United Colonies for their late General Richard Montgom- 
ery and the deep sense they entertain of the many signal and 
important services of that gallant officer, and to transmit to fu- 
ture ages, as examples worthy of imitation, his patriotism, con- 
duct, boldness of enterprise, insuperable perseverance and 
contempt of danger and death, a monument be j^ibcuced CtQi\cv 
France, with an inscription sacred to Vus tnenvox^j ^lA ^x^\^'&* 
sire ofbh amiable character and heroic ^c\v\^N^m^XiV^J'* '\>cl>s^ 
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^inonunient was afterwards erected in front of St. Pa^^ 
church in ihis city, and well deserves the notice of the curioas. 

On 8lh. July 1818, his remains were removed from Quebec, 
where they had laid ft>r nearly 403)ears,aD(I deposited by ordev 
of (he state legislature with the greatest solemnity, in a vault 
under the spot, where the monument stands. 

The news of |he conxnen cement uf hostilities at Lexington 
having arrived at New-York, April 23d, no time was lost by 
captain Sears (or as he was then called by some king Sear3)ancl 
captain John Lamb lo convene a meeting of (be pe«ple, when 
it was resolved that no vessels should be permitted to sail to 
Quebec, Newfoundland, Georgia or Boston and that the cus- 
tom house should, in the mean time, be closed. The chief 
otiicer of that department, intimidated by the threatening as- 
pect of alTairs, presented the keys lo captain Sears, and the mer- 
chants, whose vessels had been cleared oul, deemed it expe- 
dient to prevent them from sailing. Soon after a committee 
of too persona was appointed for the purpose of preserving 
good order in the city and county. On iVIay 6th. as associa- 
tion was formed consisting of upwards of 1000 of the prin- 
cipal inhabitants, who firntly agreed that they would support 
the continental congress and the provincial convention in the 
measures, which ihey should adopt for the maintenance of their 
Just rights and that they would cheerfully unite with their 
general committee in the preservation of good order amongst 
Sje inhabitants. In this city, however, tlie people, were far 
from being united. The friends of the ministry were nume- 
rous ; but under existing circumstances, they deemed It neces- 
sary to conceal their sentiments. 

The New-Yo»k convention having resolved upon the I'e- 
moval of the cannon from the battery, that business was en- 
trusted to Captain Sears, who, with a view to accomplish it, 
set out with a number of his friends, on the night of •22d Au- 
gust. In order to intimidate them, they were fired upon by 
the Asia a British ship of 64 guns commanded by captain 
Vnndepul; but notwithstanding this opposition they accom- 
plished their object. As some of the houses had been strucL 
by the shot, it occasioned great alarm among the inhabitants, 
many of whom removed with great precipitation ; but as Van- 
derput had no intention of injuring the ciiy, matters were soon 
so adjusted as to quiet their apprehensions in regard to the 

The second continental congress had assembled at Phila- 
delpbia May lOlh and on l6lh J»ne (oWoww^, ftwrj mmbw- 
rnoasSy elected Geosde Wwrinotos " ?,entiaX ms.! t-^iTR- 
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^HlBiil^r ill chief or thftarmyorilie united colonies,^ an a]l> I 
ppayilmcnl, wlikhgavegieat sniisfaciion iliroughuut-lliecon- 
'lWeni> On the '2d July Ik reached iieuJ quafturs. nincb ncra 
then at Cam bridge Massncliusells. 

The conducl of the New-Vorkers not answering ihe wisliei 
nfthe noasof libeity, Captain Sears, on 2d January iJYOj 
went to General Wasliington in person and urged tlie necessi- 
ty of its being secured by American forces. But ihe general 
being stationed in the rnvirons of Boston, ivhicb was then in 
possession of the British, could not spnre a man. By the 
ieal of Governor Trumbull of Connecticut, and the activity 
of General f.ee about 13U0 militia were embodied nnd ready 
to inarch for ibl.'i city on the 22d> Genenil Lee, who whs 
Ihen (teiained-at Siiimfurd within 50 miles of New- York, by 
Ihe gout, could not accompany ihe troops ; but deeming, that 
in [he present instant, delays might be peculiarly dangerous, 
he sent on a part of them, under the charge of captain Sears 
and set out with the reraninder in person, on tlie 4ih Februa- , 
r y . Their arrival threw the inhabitants into great cnnster- ^ 
nation, as the enemy had declared, that if any troops should! 
corae in, they would burn the cily. On tlie other hand Gen^ I 
eral Lee had given out, that " if the men of war should set ^ 
one house OD lire, in consequeDCe of Ms coming, he woultl 
chain a. hundred of their friends tugelher by tlie neck and make 
the house their funeral pile." And it is more than probable, . 
that 11 the British had executed their threat, he would have 
retaliated in some dreadful manner. 

On the 17th March, the British evacuated Boston and on 
the day following, General Washington sent off live regiments 
toNew-Vork under General Heath. The rest eiceptinga 
Tew, which were leA at Boston, followed soon after. As it 
was an object of vast importance to the Americans to retain 
the possession of ihis city, ilie most strenuous exertions be- 
came necessary f»r putting it in the best posture of defence. 
Congress, therefore, auiiiiirized General Washington to direct 
as many lire rafts, row gallies, armed boats and iloatiiig balie* 
ricfi to be built, as might be judged requisite for the im mediate 
defence o( thai pod ahd of Hudson's river. On the 3d June, 
lliey, likewise, resolved, that 13,S0O militia should be employ- 
ed to reinforce the army. 

On the 7th June Richard Henry Lee, E*q. one of the del- 
cgutes to Congress from Virginia moved in thai body for a 
declaration of independence. On the 10th. the farther con- 
sideration of ihe business was postponed till the 1st of July; 
_. but that no lime miglit bcloai, Mess\ctt« "VWmas ^'iS.ftwaw^ 
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df Virginia) John Adams, o( Musacliusetis, Dr. Benjamin 
Franklin of Pennsylvania, Rtger Sherman, of Connecticut 
and B. R. Liviitgston of New- York* were appointed a com- 
roitleu to prepare the said declaration. The Ut of July ha- 
ving arrived the imporlant subject was accordingly taken up, 
and Of ihe EVEB MEMORABi-i!: 4th JuLf 1776 THB United 
Statks or Am!:iiica were declared by their repregentatives 
in congrcM atumhled, to be Fkeb, Sovekeion, and Indepe\- 

I CHAPTER IX. ^1 

From the declaration of Independence in 177(> to the tm^^ 
uatiou of this city bt/ the British, 25th. November 17SmH 

On July 8lh. at 13 o'clock, the declaration of independence 
was proclaimed at the State House of Philadelphia, amidst the 
greatest acclamations. In consequence of general orders, it 
was, likewise, read at the head of eacb brigade of the conti- 
nental array at New- York and every where received with the 
titmoat demonstrations of joy. On the 12ih cf the same month 
lord Howe with the British fleet reached Stalen Island, from 
whence he soon after sent up a flag to New-York wtlh a letter 
addressed ti> " George Washington, Esq."; but the general 
refuge'l to receive it, " as the address was not in a stile cor- 
responding with the dignity of the silua^iun, which beheld." 
On ihe 20th. another letter was sent by adjuta/it general Pat- 
terson directed to " George Washington, &c. &c. &c. "but 
this ai.-o was refused, as he said that " it did not acknowledge 
the public character, with which he was invested by congress 
and in no other character would he have any intercourse with 
his lordship." The communication, however, to which these 
letters gave rise, afforded an opportunity to General Patterson, 
to inform General W a sb in gton, that the commissioners viz. 
Admiral Lord Howe and his brother General Howe were ea- 
Irutted with grent powers, to which General Wnshinglon re- 
plied, that their powers appeared to consist in nothing but 
granting pardons and that as the Americans were only de- 

'The twofiritortheseTeaeinblepiilTiols bave been presidents or<hc 
L United Sloiei >adarestilUlviiig. 
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fending their iodiapuiable rights, they had been guiily of no 
crime, and, of courae, requirttd no forgiveness. During the 
whole of the converaalion Gen. Patterson addressed ibe gene- 
ral by the title of Excellency and behaved with the uimosi 
politenecs. 

Nothing notv remained bul an appeal to arms ; and hos* 
lilities began as soon as ill e Brilisli lr*ops were collected at 
their destined stations. But the character of the forces, which 
were about lo engage was widely different. The British were 
numerous and accustonied to military operations, >hile the 
Aroerlcans were inferior in numbers, newly embodied and 
poorly piovided with the munitions of war. The army of the 
former consisted of nearly 25,000 men, while that of the latter 
amounted to only 17^25, many of whom were unfit for duty 
and at dilFerent stiitions. On the 22d August, the Britisb 
landed on Long Island, with forty piecra of cannon under 
cover of their ships, between two small luwns. Utrecht and 
Gfaveseiid, n«i far from the Narrows, on llie nearest shore t« 
Staten Island. Uii the rooming of the 27ih. soon aAer day 
break, a bloody engagement took place between the king's 
troops aided by the Hessians, and the Americans. The latter 
itispiriled by their genersU and the presence of Washington 
for Mtne time, fought with all the bravery of men, wbom ih« 
lave of freedom aniniates to deeds of heroism ; but pressed bv 
supei tor numbers and thrown into confusion, they gave waj 
on every side and fled to the woods with precipitation. Thi) 
Americans were completely defeated. Ninety-four commis- 
sioned officers, amongst whom were Generals Sullivan, lord 
Stirling nnd Udell, together with IfKllj privates, in all 1097 
were made prisoners. It was, likewise, believed, that between 
4 and 500 had been killed, drowned. &c. Only six brass 
nrdnance were taken. Of the British and Hessians, the loss 
in killed and wounded did not exceed S4-I, of whom only 63 

Ouihe29tli, General Washington called a council of war, 
who at^er taking into cons) deration their gre^it inferiority in 
numbers, as well as other circumstances, resolved unanimous- 
ly, that their safety depended on a speedy retreat- The em- 
bafkaiion of the troops was committed to the care of General 
M'Dougal,who,on the evening of that day, was at Brooklyn 
ferry at 8 o'clock, iVo hour appointed f'lr the commencement 
of this important mnvenieni. But here several unexpected 
difficulties arose. The mUitia, who were to have crossed first 
bad not arrived and about o'clock the tide of ebb made attd 
.. tbe wind began to blow strong from l\\cKo\vV tasXiWv towsR- 
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quence of which, it seemed impossible to effect the retreat in thr 
course c^" the night ; as the row boats were few in number ^ 
and the sail boats could make little progress against wind and 
tide. But in the midst of these discouragements, Providence 
wonderfully interfered in their favour. About 1 1 o'clock, 
the wind died away and soon after blew fresh from the South 
West, which rendered the sail boats useful and made the pas- 
sage to this city easy and expeditious. A thick fog, likewise, 
came on, about two o'clock in the morning (August 3(Hh.) 
which heavily hung on Long Island, while on the New* York 
side it was clear. The fog and wind continued to favour the 
retreat, till the whole army about 9000 in number, with all the 
field artillery, the most valuable heavy ordnance, ammunition, 
provisions, horses, &c. were brought safe over and in about 
half an hour after the lines were fmally abandoned, the fog 
cleared up and the British were seen taking possession of the 
American works. 

General Washington's situation after the evacuation of 
Long Island was truly distressing. The check, which the 
detachment had sustained, dispirited a great proportion of the 
troops and filled the minds of the militia with impatience to 
return ; and on a great part of his army^. he could have little 
or no dependence. In the midst of difficulties, however, his 
presence of mind did not forsake him. He divided that part 
of his army, which was on the island of New-York, into three 
divisions, one of which remained in the city, the 2d was sta- 
tioned at llarlccm and the 3i\ at Kingsbridge about 15 miles 
distiince from the citv and caused batteries to be erected on 
every spot, where he thought they would be most effectual in 
annoying the enemy. But, in this instance, a far superior 
force rendered his well concerted plans of little avail. 

The royalists on Long Island, between whom and the 
Ame.icans there was only the East river or Sound about a 
mile wide, had, for S(»me days, manifested a desire to cross 
over to this side. Accordingly, on the 15th September, a 
strong division was sent ofl'by (rencral Howe from Newton 
Jnlrt, which, about midday, arrived at Kip's bay, about three 
miles abcve th(^ city. From tiience the Americans, after a 
feeble ail^'mpt to oppose them, made a precipitate retreat to- 
wards Kiiiushiidfre. (ieneral Putnam, who commanded the 
troops in New-York, consisting of 3500 .-^ien, conducted them 
by a road, which lies along I he North River, by which means 
he avoided an encounter with the enemy, and joined the main 
/7/77M', who withdrew to the North part of the island, where 
t/jc strength of their forces was co\\ec\^d. Tlve city being 
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tfaas abandoned by the Americans, the British obtained peace- 
able possession. 

On the 2 1st of September, a few days after the city had 
fallen into the bands 6( the enemy, a most dreadful fire took 
place, by which about 1000 houses' being about one fourth of 
the whole were reduced to ashes Trinity church, with the 
parsonage, public charity school and a Lutheran church, situ- 
-ate on the spot, where Grace church now stands, were among 
the buildings consumed. This fire originated in a dram shop, 
at Whitehall slip, about one o'clock in^ the morning. It was 
reported, at the time, that it had broke out in several places 
at once, in consequence of which it was believed by some, that 
this dreadful calamity was the effect of design ; but there is 
reason to suppose, that such an opinion was erroneous. The 
weather had, for some time, been dry, there was a brisk south-* 
crly wind 5 the greatest part of the buildings were then of 
wood and covered with shingles, instead of slate or tiles, from 
which causes, the flames soon caught the neighbouring houses, 
spread with inconceivable violence and occasioned all the sub- 
sequent havoc. It may likewise be added, that few of the in- 
habitants remained in Uie city, that tlie fire engines and pumps 
were in bad order, inf^ that tbey had not then a fire depart- 
ment so well organized as we h^ve, at present. Two regi- 
ments were despatched to the spot, as soon as the danger ap- 
peared alarming and many boats full of men were immediate- 
ly sent fromi the fleet, by whose united exertions, under God, 
the remaining part of the city was saved from destruction. 
Persons of veracity, who observed the progress of the flames, 
were decidedly of opinion, rhat the calamity was merely acci- 
dental, and the probable consequence of a number of sailors 
being on a frolic, at Whitehall slip on the night, when it hap* 
pened. 

General Howe, with a view of enclosing the Americans on 
all sides, in their fastnesses near Kingsbridge, landed on the 
morning of the 12th. of October, on Frog's neck, with the 
greater pat t of his forces. Such, however, were the impedi- 
ments, which General Washington had thrown in their way 
and their ignorance of the country, that they did not get upon 
the continent till the 18th, on which day, a flieet having on 
board 4000 Hessians, 1000 Waldeckers, 2000 baggage hor- 
ses, &c. arrived at this port. In the mean time. General 
Washington withdrew his troops to White Plains in West 
Chester county, leaving a strong garrison at Fort Washington, 
the occupancy of which it was thought, would ^\n« «Ki^<Qr^w 
meat to a large body of the British aod tVkus l^Te<7«^X ^<&tBL 
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from joining the troops under General Howe : so that^ witfi^ 
the exception of this fort, the royal army had possession of 
the whole island. 

Howe, perceiving that it was not in his power to bring 
Washington to a general engagement, on the 5th November 
suddenly moved from the several posts, which he had taken 
in front of the Americans and advanced towards Kingsbridge 
on the North river. On the morning of the iGth. the Britisb 
assisted by two columns of Hessians and Waldeckers under 
General Knyphausen made four different attacks upon Fort 
Washington, which notwithstanding every exertion on the 
part of its defenders, was obliged to surrender, on condition, 
that th' y should be considered as prisoners of war and that 
the officers should keep their baggage and side arms. The 
number of prisoners including officers amounted to about 
3000. After this disaster, the Americans retreated through 
the Jersey. ' . 

At no period since the commencement of hostilities had 
their prospects been so gloomy ; but in the midst of all these 
calamities the mind of their illustrious chief remained unbro- 
ken On the night of the 25th. December, he surprised about 
1000 Hessians, at Trenton, all of whom be took, prisoners and 
sent off to Philadelphia. Emboldened by his success, he a 
few days thereafter advanced with great secrecy to the neigh- 
bourhood of Princeton, where there were three regiments of 
British troops. These he suddenly attacked, threw into great 
confusion and compelled to retreat. These so unexpected 
events strucic the British with astonishment, as they consider- 
ed the affairs of Washington to be desperate. They, likewise, 
greatly animated thr drooping spirits of the Americans, turn- 
ed the scale in their favour and gave quite a new turn to their 
affairs. 

TJie conduct of the British towards the prisoners taken at 
Fort Washington, as well as those, who had been sent in from 
N;e\i^-Jersey, was cruel in the extreme and throws an indelible 
stain on the character of Howe, who tolerated such enormities. 
Many of the American officers were robbed of their baggage,, 
side arms, hats, &c. and otherwise grossly insulted. Colonel 
Ilawlings and three other wounded officers were put into a 
common cart, dragged through the city in derision and set 
ilown at the door of an old waste house near Bridewell, which 
a few months before, he deemed unfit to be used as barsacks 
for his private soldiers ; but which he then gladly accepted as 
^/7a5y7u/n/or himself and fiiends. The officers were admit- 
/c'cf to parole^ and such hotJ^QS were, \t\ ^evvexa\, ^\^V\<a^vlatetl 
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for their places of residence. Their supply of provisions was 
scanty and only two bushels and a half of sea coals allowed to 
each of iheir fire places per week. The privates, during a 
severe winter, were closely confined in churches, sugar houses 
$ind other open buildings, where many hundreds of them perish- 
ed not only by cold 5 but, likewise by hunger, their allowance 
of provisions being so scanty as to be scarcely sufRcient for 
Ifae support of life and. of so loathsome a quality, that nothing 
'but dire necessity could have induced them to eat it. The 
flux raged amongst them to an alarming degree and occasioned 
dreadful havoc, in consequence of which the churches, &c. in , 
which they were confined were filthy beyond description. 
Seven dead bodies have been seen in one of tliem, at the same 
time, lying in their excrements. On these occasions, the un- 
fortunate survivors were subjected to the scurrility and low 
jokes of the British soldiers and still more so of the royalists, 
who, at that time, constituted, by far the greater part of the 
inhabitants. But amidst their sufferings, great as they were^ 
they evinced a patriotism, which would have done honour to 
the citizens of ancient Rome, even in her best days. They 
spumed at the proposals, which were often and most earnestly 
recommended to their acceptance of enlisting in the Brhish 
service and preferred the greatest hardships, even death itself 
to abandoning the sacred cause which they had espoused. 
After general Washington's success in the' Jerseys, the obdu^ 
racy and malevolence of the royalists, in some measure, sub- 
sided; The surviving prisoners were ordered to be exchang- 
ed, towards the end of January 1777, many of whom were 
so enfeebled by their sufferings, that in crawling to the ves- 
sels, which were to carry them off", several fell down dead in 
the streets. Although they had not been long in confinement, 
such had been the severity of the conduct exercised towards 
them, that they in general appeared like mere skeletons and 
many of them died almost immediately after their dischsuge 
from prison. JF 

On the;whole, Howe was a miserable politician. He ex- 
pected to strike terror into the Americans, by his cruelty to- 
wards those, whom the fate of war had thrown into his power 5 
but as he knew nothing of the character gf those, whom he 
was sent to subdue, he entirely missed his aim. Had he pur- 
sued a different course, he might have had a better chance of 
gaining his object. General Gates in speaking upon this sub- 
ject, olten expressed himself to the following purport. " Had 
General Howe caused the prisoners and 3etse>^ vcv\\^\V^tiV&^ 
when subdued to be treated with as much VwxcQ^imX^ ^ti^YStA.- 
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ness as Sir Guy Carleton* did towards his prisoners, it would 
have been all over with the Americans. " . 

When the royal army entered the Jerseys, soon after the 
Americans had left this isjand, the inhabitants, in general, re- 
mained in their houses and thousands received printed pro- 
tections. But these did not save the people either froin insult 
or plunder. Their property was taken or destroyed, without 
regard to persons. The Hessians could not read protec- , 
tions and the British soldiers thought that they were as well 
entitled to a share of the spoil as the JBessians. Neither age 
nor sex was spared. Furniture was destroyed and burnt; 
houses were rendered uninhabitable and the people left with- 
out provisions : for every horse, cow, ox, hog or fowl, which 
they could find, was carried off. Helpless females were, like- 
wise in n:any instances, treated in the most brutal manner, 
by these military ruffians. The inhabitants were so exaspe- 
rated at these enormities, that they flew to arms immediately 
after the army had left Trenton and forming themselves into 
parties, severely retaliated upon their inhumun oppressors, as 
often as they could find an opportunity. The militia speedily 
collected and the Americans, in a few days, so overran the 
Jerseys, that the royal troops were confined to the narrow 
Jimits of Brunswick and Amboy ; and in each of these pla- 
ces, they were so completely hemmed in, that they durst not 
stir out to forage except in large parties, and even then they 
seldom returned without loss. 

As the colonies had, for some time, been declared to be 
rebels and out of the king's protection, they could no longer 
submit to governors foisted upon them by royal authority. 
They, as weill as their forefathers had suffered too much by 
the tyranny and rapacity of such public plunderers. They, 
therefore, wished to have governors and other rulers of their 
own choice. Congress had advised, that each of the states 
should institute such form of government as should be deemed 
most suitable to their respective exigencies. The capital of 
this state being then in possession of the British, it was impos- 
sible for their deligates to meet here. They accordingly as- 

* This worthy general was then governor of Canada. He treated 
the Amerioan prisoners, with so great tenderness, that many of them, 
on being asked, after th«ir return whether they would be willing to fight 
against hiui, immediately answered in the negative. If a similar ques- 
tion had been proposed, to those, who had the misfortune ^f falling into 
the clutches of the merciless General Howe, actuated by a spirit of re- 
venue against himself as well as the officers and soldiers under hU 
command^ they would have answered in a very different manner. 



Bembled at Kingston ; where a constitution was adopted^ 
April 20th. 1777- This instrument was revised in 1 801, 
when some trifling alterations were made. But in the year 
1822, a convention being called for the purpose, it was so ma- 
terially changed that, since that time^ we may be said to live 
under a new constitution. Both, however, were founded 
^pon republican principles and a careful perusal of the first 
^ill abundantly shew, that the principles of civil government 
and religious liberty were well understood at that early pe- 
xiod and entitled those, who dared to form it, amidst an host 
of surrounding enemies, to the honourable appellation of pa- 
triots. In conformity to that constitution, the worthy citizen, 
George Clinton, who for about twenty years thereafter, dis- 
charged with fidelity the duties of that important ofiice, was 
elected governor, and the first session of the legislature was 
heldat Poughlceepsie in 1778, since which time, there has been 
without interruption, an annual, as well as several extra sessions. 

Towards the end of June 1777, General Howe collected at 
Sandy Hook a great part of his army from this city as well as 
from New-Jersey, from which, however, he did not sail till 23d 
July following. General Washington was, for some time 
greatly perplexed, to ascertain their destination. At last 
however, he understood, that they had gone to the Southward 
and thither he bent his course. To that quarter the fate of 
war between the armies immediately under the two command- 
ers, in chief, seemed, for some time, to be in a great measure 
concentred ; but my limits do not admit of taking any far- 
ther notice of these operations than to mention that a-bloody 
battle was fought between the Americans and the royal army^ 
at Brandy wine, in the state of Maryland September lltif, 
when the former were defeated and our late illustrious guest, 
' General La FAvfeTTB, was severely wounded. 

In the northern states, the campaign wore a less friendly 
aspect to the royal interests. The ministry had projected an 
expedition to New-England as the most efiectual mode ofi||i^ 
ducinjgthe country to subjection. An armv of7000 ch^jftt 
troops had been put under the orders of General Burgoyne^ 
who were to be assisted by levies from Quebec, as well as such 
ofthe Canadian Indians, as could be induced to join in the 
British service. His first attempts were as suct:essful as could 
have been reasonably expected. Ticonderoga and Mount 
Independence were taken and, in short, he seemed to carry all ' 
before him. The loss of these 4wo fortresses were severely 
felt by the Americans^ concerning the stale ol "wN&c^^^Ca vcw- 
forwntioa bad been very incorrect. On tVui sa>>W\> ^^^^^^ 
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Waskingtop thus expressed himself in a letter to General Sul- 
ivan. ^' The evacuation of Ticonderoga and Mount Inde- 
pendence is an event of chagrin and surprise ; not apprehend- 
ed nor within the compass of my reasoning. This stroke is 
severe, indeed, and has distressed us much. But notwith- 
standing, things at present, wear a darJc and gloomy aspect, I 
hope a spirited opposition will check the progress of General 
Burgoyne^s arms ; and that the confidence derived from 
succesSy will hurry him into measurcsy that willy in their con- 
sequences^ he favourable to ii«." It soon appeared, that the 
hopes of the American general were well founded. 

Burgoyne elated with success, proceeded as if he thought it 
impossible, that any thing could impede his progress. Re- 
gardless of consequences, he persevered in his mad career, till 
he reached Saratoga, where, without the possibility of getting 
aid from any quarter, he found himself hemmed in, on every 
side, by the Americans, under general Gates. - The situation 
of his army was now desperate. Their provisions were nearly 
exhausted ; most of their Indian allies had forsaken them and 
the possibility of any British army, from below, being able to 
co-operate with them was doubtful. To extricate his troops 
from these difficulties, Burgoyne had no alternative except by 
forcing his way through his opponents. On the 7th October, 
he accordingly risked an engagement, in which he was defeat- 
ed with great loss. On the ISth. Burgoyne, finding, that the 
troops had only three days provision in store and no appa- 
rent means of retreat remaining, called a council of war con- 
sisting of all the generals, field officers and captains com* 
manding corps ; by whose unanintous advice he was induced 
to open a treaty with General Gates. !n this treaty, which 
was finally ratified on the 17th of October, the British forces 
consisting of 6000 men laid down their arras ; having pledg- 
ed themselves not to serve in America, during the war and 
stipulated, that they should be permitted to return to their na- 
tive country. The surrender of Burgoyne's army led to the 
immediate evacuation of Ticonderoga and Mount Indepen- 
dence and the provincials were once more sole masters of the 
North- 

A medal was struck at Paris in commemoration of this im- 
portant event. The original, which is of gold and very large, 
is in possession of the general's family. On one side is a fine 
likeness of himself in profile surrounded by the words Hora- 
tio Gates strenuo dud; t. c. an active general, and at the 
bottom comitia ^mcrtcann, expressive of its having been vot- 
^dby the congress of the United States of America. On the 
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reverse, Burgoyne^ in tlie act of delivering bis sword, occu- 
pies the fore ground about midway between the American and 
British armies, which are represented on the right and left in 
the rear. Above are the words salus regionum Septentrion ; 
and beneath, hoste ad Saratogam in deditione accejpto^ die 
Xril October M,DCCLXXV1I wliich may be thus trans- 
lated. '* The safety of the Northern states, in consequence of 
the surrender of the enemy 17th October 1777." 

This illustrious man, who was a native of England, had 
been an officer in the British service ^ but having resided for a 
long time intiiis country, he saw the wrongs, to which the peo- 
ple were subjected and warmly espoused theiF cause Congress 
entertaining a high opinion of his patriotism and military ta- 
lents, appointed him a major-general in the army of the United ^ 
Colonics, 17th June 1775. He spent the latter part of his 
life in dignified retirement at his seat called Rose Hill, which 
is elegantly situated near Bellevue, with a fine view of the 
East river and the Long Island shore and abeut two and an 
half miles to the Eastward of the City Hall. 

He closed his mortal career in March 1806, and agree- 
ably to his request, was interred, in the cemetery of St. 
Paul's church without any parade. A few days before his 
death, he wrote to his friend Dr. Samuel L Mitchell, then at 
the city Washington, on business, and closed his letter dated 
New- York 27th February with these remarkable expressions, 
written with a firm and steady hand— ^^ I am very weak and 
have evident signs of an approaching dissoltuion. But I have 
lived long enough ; since I have lived to see a mighty people, 
animated with the spirit to be free and governed by transcen- 
dent abilities and honour." 

The capture of Burgoyne was by far the most fatal disaster, 
which had occurred to the British in this country. It, for some 
time, gave a death blow to their hopes and inspired the Ameri- 
cans, with a confidence, to which, some part of them, had here- 
tofore been, ih a great measure, strangers. To every part of tbe 
continent the news of this event must have been highly im- 
portant ; but to the inhabitants of this city> in which, at that 
time, there were few,. except British soldiers, sailors and roy- 
alists, the tidings must have been terrible. It may, likewise, 
be observed, that we have, perhaps, no instance in history, 
which more illustrated the justice of the old proverb ^^ Help 
your self and your friends will like you the better^ than the 
capture of Burgoyne's army. It was now evident, that the 
Americans could now help themselves, in conseo^uecvc^ q*^ 
which, they soon foupd friends, who were a\Ae wci^ ^^^\svsL^'^ 
usisttbem. 
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The Dewsoflhe Saratoga convention had no sooner been 
communicated to ihe court of France by the American com- 
missioners than they were almost instantly received and pub- 
licly recognized in their oHiciHl clmracter. The capture ol 
Burgoyne's army convinced the French, lliat the opposition ol' 
the Americans to Great Britain was nol owingto a faction, or a 
few leading men, who had gotten into power ; but that it niusl 
have been Ihe work of the great body of the people to make 
such an elfort as not only to stop the progress of a conquering 
army; but, likewise, to take them prisoners. It was, there- 
fore, determined by the French court to acknowledge the in- 
dependence of the United Stiites of America, Negocialion; 
were entered into for the formation of treaties between the (wo 
nations, which were brought lo a close as speedily as the im- 
portance of the subject would admit and were formally signed 
at Paris early in the year 1788. On the 3d of May following, 
congress received Ironi France sundry important despatches 
among which loiheir inconceivable joy, were a treaty of ami- 
ty and commerceand oneof alliance between his most chris- 
tian majesty the king of France and the United Stales of 
America. The treaties were duly and separately considered 
on the nent day and both were unanimously ralified. 

After the completion oftllis imporlant business, the people 
werein raptures. The several brigades ofthe army were, by 
General Washington's orders assembled on the morning ol 
the fith. when their chaplains offered up thanksgivings and 
delivered discourses suitable to the occasion. The discharge 
of artillery and other military parades took place amidst the 
loud huzzas of surrounding thousands; and the remainder of 
the day was passed in universal joy. That the Americans 
might have achieved their independence, vilhont the aid ol 
any foreign power is more than Jirobable ; but had'ihey been 
letlto fight their own bnllles, it amounts to a moral certainty, 

»lhat the contest could not have been so soon tetminated ami 
Uat it must have been much more sanguinary in its canse- 
TjUences. To the friends of liberty in every part of the United 
Slates, this unexpected news, ihercfore, affurded tlie highest 
cause for congratulation. 

When these treaties were notified to the court of London, 
ihey produced an immediate declaration of war against 
France. Ministers, however, now perceived, ihat they had 
gone too far in respect to America. They, accordingly, by 
virtue of an act of parliament despatched commissioners tp 
congress for Ihe avowed purpose of reconcihng ihe difference, 

tctween the two countries : but as i\\ey aiiweA lOdvi after A^h 
_ J 
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surreadcr of Tiurgoyne and tlie concjusion of llie trralies with 
France, Uiej wtre received with ihe utmost indiflerence. 
The geoeral iutswer wa&, that the day uf rpcancllialian WW 
past, iis Great Britain by her tyranny and liaugbiiness had ex> 
tinguished nil filial regard in the breasts o( the AmericaDif, 
and congress resolvi'd, as soon as tliey bad examined their 
comniigsion and otiier papers therewith cunnecied, that not- 
wilhstandiiig the unjust claims I'rum which ihe war had origi- 
nated anil the savage maiiDer,iR which it had been conducted, 
they would be ready to enter on a treaty of [leaee and com- 
merce as soon ns the king uf Great Britain should evince a 
sincere disprisiliiin to thai purpose either, b^ an txplicit ao- 
kmomUdgment of the independenve of the litiited Statet or 
by Ike withdrawing of his jleets and armies This was 17lh 
June 177S- 

On the day following, Sir Henry Clinton, now raised lo the 
chief cotnmand, in consequence of secret orders, caused his 
Iroopa* to evacuate Philadelphia about 3 o'clock in the »orn- 
ing. They proceeded to tiloucesler {loiiil, 3 miles beldw the 
city and before ten, the whole had safely crossed the Delaware 
and arrived in New-Jemey. On his m^jjcli towards New- 
York, iie was followed and grievuusly haiTWwed by the Amer- 
icans, whom Washington had ordered lo obstruct his ptogress. 
Nosoani^r had Sir Henry Clinton evacuated Philadelphia 
with his army than Lord Howe prepared to sail with the fleet 
for New- York. Repeated calms retarded his passage down 
the Delaware, so that he could not arrive at Sandy Hook, 
with his transport till ihe29ih. Sir Henry arrived on the 
30th after which his artillery, baggage, and troops were re- 
moved from the main land to Sandy tlook and from thence 
to this city as speedily as possible 

Lord Howe had scarcely effected the transportation of the 
troops, than he received iptelligence, on "ih July that a strong 
fleet, mider Count d'Estaigii hnd arrived from France. ]t 
consisted of 12 ships of the line besides frigates and had F~"' 
sehhVrs on board. To oppose this force, the British had 
six shipsof the line, 3 of JO guns, 12 of 40 and some frigates} 
yet Ihey so posted iheinsclvea before the entrance inio New- 
York that the French prudently declined an engagement. 
The fait is, that Lord Howe had the advantage of possessing 
the harbour formed by Sandy Hook, the entrance from which 
is covered by a bar, from u hence the inlet passes to New- 
York. The American pilots had declared it to be impossible, 
lo carry the Inrge ships af D'Estaing's squadron over the h»x 
— tod asCJencral Washington had piesseA \vm \<j ijxaws' ' 
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Newporl, Rhode Island, lie left the Hook July 22d and, in ii 
few hours was out uf sight. For some lime lite irar was in 
general curried on at a distance and nothing materia] occurred, 
as respects this city. 

The winter of 1778 and 1770 was uncororaonly mild, whilsi 
that ofthe year ensuing was severe beyond any, which had 
ever been experienced in this country. The frosi was so in- 
tense, (hat troops of cavalry passed over on the ice beiwcen 
ihis city and Staten Island and heavy nrtillery were drawn 
from the one shore to the other. Dnring this extreme severity 
of the weather, the poor of the city were nut the only sulfc' 
rers. It was not unusual for two or^ree families of those in 
middling circumstances to crowd together, in order that they 
might enjoy the benefit of one scanty fire. 

On the l^ih day of May In the same year, there was ati' 
other uncommon phenomenon, which deserves some notice. 
An univei'sal darkness came on between the hours of ten and 
clev^ g'clock forenoon, and for several huurs, continued to 
encrease. It remained with little intermission till midnighij 
when the wind having shifted, it was dissipated and suc- 
ceeded by a briglg^ moon and star light. If there was some- 
thing extraordinary in the thickness of this darkness, the 
greatness of its extent wag no less gtirprising. It was ubserv' 
ed as far to the Eastward as Falmouth. To the Westward, it 
reached to the southernmost part of Conneclicnt and to Alba- 
ny ; and extended all alsng the sea coast to the Southward. 
The degree to which it arose was different in dirffcreni places ; 
hut in most part^ of the country, it was so great In the day- 
time, that people could not tell the hour either by clock or 
watch, nor manage their domestic afliiirs without the light of 
candles. The birds having sung their evening songs disap- 
peared j pigeons and fowls retired to roost ; the cocks crowed 
as at day-break, objecia cMild not b^ distinguished except at 

I a very small distance and every thing bore the gloom and ap- 

■ pearance of night. 

m To account for this strange phenomenon is diSicull. It 

r was supposed by some to have been owing to the clouds being 
iiighly charged with smoke, which lliey had been collecting, 
for some time, from the fires in the back country. It was 
then a comoion custom to make large fires in the woods for 
the purpose of clearing the lands in the new settlements ; 
and Ihis had been practised in the spring of that year to a 
much greater extent than uaudi, owing to ibe interruption, 
wbieli had been given to thnt business from the commencc- 
'"'""' "wstiJiiies, In the westert\ yar\5 d ^e-s lUm^shirfc 
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31aiaacfaiisem and in VcnBoai, pra^^oB firasbad beea kqit 
up for a v2St namber of nuld ■□ aloog the [raoticn. iBtbM 
aunBer, tbe people m ibe nnr lo 
tvo or three weeks ; bcMdc*^ wb 

raEcd_ui ihe woods for icTCnl <b]rs, before tbrj GonM be 
lii^nuiKd. Tbe wcnhc* bekig dear, ibe air wc^bl; a 
the winds light and variable, the tntdke instead of dbpetah 
ifjs« and consuntlj cdlectcd in tbe air, tilt tbe aimcMpbe 
was *o over loaded whb h in cwnbimtion wkb other v^ioiifl' 
as to proie tbe came of ibe preceding datlutess.* 

Un tbe lOih July, a second deei arrived at Rhode Island 
from France under tbe command of the Chevalier de Temaj, 
eonsisiing of teven ships of tbe line, two frigatts. Sec and 
having abuvi 6000 veteran iroops under count de Roehani* 
beau an officer oferest laleois, and eiperien^e. As the aid, 
vvhich tbe Americans had now rereived was considerable as 
well as unex|ie<icd, the joy, which it occasioned was great. 
The assembly uf Rhode Island, in a body, congTatulalW the 
general on bis arrival and he, in return assured them, that the 
troops which Ik conitnandeH, were only the drst division of a 
larger force, which the king, his master, warid send to iheir 
assistance The French troops said he " are under ibe 
slrictesl disciplinG, and acting under the orders of Geoerai 
Washington, wilt live nith the Americans as their brethren.'' 
To serving under General Washington as commander-in-chief 
of the allied army, the French officers loighl have betn some- 
what reluctant, on ihe score of etiquette ; but lo obviate that 
difficulty, the American general had been appointed Lieuten- 
■ant general of his most Cliristian Majesty's troops in Aiueri- 
America and vice admiral of the White Flag. 

No sooner was it cummunitated to the Rritish, that ihe pR>*,1 
vjncials had been strengthed by aid from France, than tbe)> % 
formed a {cheme to render it ineffictiiai. It was agreed 1^ ' 
Sir Uenry Clinton and Ihe English admiral, whose fleet con- 
sisted of ten sail of the line, to make an attack on the French 
vessels and allied troops at Rhode Island. Clinton embarked 
about 800U men and proceeded to Hunliaglon^ay on Long 

* Thii is assigned by Ooclor Curdon in hi« Hislar? of llie AmericaD 
TCVoluiioD, at tbefaaae orihls nonderrul ptaeuomena, for wliich iie rc- 
Ifirs la Ibe memoiriarihc American Acadciry cfArls >ud Sciences: 
Vol. 1, p. 234 : but, perhaps, h ma; be ni tlilEcultla account Tar ii in a 
rnie and philoiopbieal DianDer, as to sBCeruin iJie real eauie of the in- 
iciise colli, n bicb prevailed, during Ihe preceding winter. I'o accouni 
't meii sppcarances it, aoiiietimcE, beyond tbe reiuLh of ViMn^aVu^- 
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Island, mean while the militia from Mnasachn setts and Con- 
necticut were ordered to Kliode Island so ihai the allies nerc 
ready to give him a warm reception. But WashiDgton having 
received intelligence .'f the design, crossed the North River 
with an army of al>aut 12000 men and advancing by. rapid 
mevements to Klngsbridge, threatened lo besiege this city. 
The English general perceiving what was intended imme- 
diately altered his plan and on the 31st returned to New- 
York, wilh bis troops from Huntington bay, where they had 
lain fbr several (lays, in consequence of which the Americans, 
likewise, withdrew from Kingsbrtdge, and returned by slow 
marches to their former stntion. 

As General Washington, who had not the least suspicion of 
Arnold's petUdy, highly esteemed him for his bravery and 
military talents, he wished in give him a command in the in- 
tended attack on this city ; but Arnold was far from relishing 
the honour. He objected to some of Washington's suite and 
nrgedlliai his lameness disqualified him rrom active service 
in the field, in consequence t>( which, be was ordered to pro- 
ceed to West Point and lake the command of that garrison ; 
and this was the'Mry irusi, of which be was most desirous. 

Arnold, as it irflerwarils appeared, though brave, was mer- 
cenary and fond of parade, and high living. When he en- 
tered Philadelphia after its evacuation, he made Governor 
Penn's house his head quarters, furnished it in a very costly 
manner and lived fat beyond hts income. Being unsuccessful 
in trade and privateering, his funds were exhausted and his 
creditors importunate, while his lust for extravagant living 
still continued. AboutJuly 1779, he exhibited many heavy 
account sl^ainst the public, of which the commissioners re- 
jecled about one half; and on his appealing to congress, it 
was decided by that honourable body, that he had been al- 
lowed more than he hatf n right to demand. Disappoint- 
ed in his expectations, embanaRstid in his circumstances 
and having a growing and very exjiensive family to support, 
he turned his thoughts to the improvement of his fortune by 
new means.! ^Hajor John Andre, adjutant general of the 
British army, a young officer of great merit had on the part of 
Sir Henry Clinton, entered into a correspondence with Arnold 
in 1779 i but whether any attempt had been made by the 
British to corrupt his lidellly or the insidious proposal to be- 
tray the cause of fri'edora and the interests of his country 
originated with himself was never ascertained. The design 
however must have been, for some time, in agitation before by. 
"afaUare.h ivasmaile knownto l\ve pubVvi:. ^^m 
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For the'speedy completion of the negotiation between Clin* 
ton and Arnold, the Vulture sloop of war was stationed in the 
North river, at such distance from the American posts, as 
without exciting suspicion, would serve for the necessary com- 
munication. Before this, a written correspondence had, for 
some time, been maintained between Arnold, at West Point, 
and Andre, in this city, under the fictitious names of Gustavus 
and Anderson. The time, at last arrived, when this dreadful 
plot was to be discovered. Major Andre had been iMuled^ 
ID the night, from the Vulture at a spot out of the posts of Bither 
army, where he had an interview with Arnold, with whom, 
he remained in private, during the next day. Circumstances 
having prevented his escape by the Vulture, he was under the 
necessity of endeavouring to return to this city by land. He 
threw aside his uniform and being dressed in the garb of a 
peasant, was furnished with a passport by Arnold, to proceed 
to New- York, as he was employed on public business. He 
haJ'passed all the guards without notice and was riding along 
elated with the hopes, that he had got over every difficulty, in 
respect to his safe and speedy return. But, unhappily for him 
though providentially for the Americans, three of the New- 
Tork militia viz John Pauluino, David Williams and 
John Van Vert* who were out on a scouting party, arrest- 
ed him in his career.. Had he immediately produced his pas- 
port, he would not have been detained ; but he was thrown in- 
to ^e utmost confusion, offered them a large purse of gold 
and a very valuable watch to let him proceed. He also prom- 
ised tlp6Bf' permanent provision and future promotion, on con- 
dition of their accompanying him to New- York. But they 
nobly spurned at his alluring proposals, and though poor, 
like true soldiers of liberty^ shewed, by their conduct, that no 
money copld prevent them from doing their duty. 

Immediately after the apprehensHpi of Major Andre, he was 
conducted before Lieutenant Colonel Jameson, before whom 
he was searched, when several papers of a public nature la 
the hand writing of Arnold, as well as returns of the forces, 
ordnance and fortifications at West Point, ^i|j|h the artillery 

* On the 3d November following, congress In testimony of their high 
sense of the virtuous and patriotic conduct of these men, ordered tfiat 
emch of them should receive annually the sum of $200 in specie and 
that a iilver meda| having on one side th^ inscription '* Fidelity/' and 
ondbe other Vincit amor patrls, t. e. • The love of our country pre- 
vails should be delivered to each of them by the commander-in-chief 
" with a copy of the resolution and the thanks of cofic<«%% int \^<^^ 
fidelity and the emiarat service they had readeT^tfj^^ c«^&Vr|H 
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orders, critkul remarks on the works, ihe number of men, wlio 
ordinarily manaed them, &.c. were found in his ptssession. 
From ihe above documents, it is probable, that Arnold's de- 
signs were of a very eitenaive nature and that he meditated 
the scheme sf reannexing the colonies to Great Britain. But 
whatever his views were, ihey were all frustrated by the ap- 
prehension of Ihe unfariuiiale Major Andre His case was 
referred by General Washington lo a board of General ofli- 
cen, siinongst whom were General Greene, lord Sterling, the 
manpits de la Fayette and Baron Steuben. Andre disdaining 
evasion and only desirous of placing his character in so fair 
a light as might prevent its bving shaded by preseoi circura- 
slances, voluntarily confessed more ihan he was asked i and 
sought not to palliate any thing relathig to himself, while he 
concealed with the most guarded caution, whatever mi glit in- 
volve others. The board did not examine a single witness; 
but founded their opinion merely on his own confession. In 
Iheir report of his case, they staled, that he had often corae 
ashore during the night and converseJ, in a secret mannsr 
with Arnold; ihai he changed his dress and under the ficti- 
tious naine of John Anderson and a disguised habit, had pas- 
sed the American posts at Sloney and Verplank's points ; that 
lie was taken 23<1 September, when hastening to join the 
British and that certain papers, containing intelligence for the 
enemy, were found in his boots. They, therefore, determin- 
ed, thai he ought lo be considered as a spy and ihat agreeably 
lo the law «f nations, he ought to sulTer death. 

In vain did fJeoeral Clinton intercede by letter with Gene- 
ral Washington in his behalf. General Robertson, from the 
royal army, who had been sent for the purpose, of endeavour- 
ing (o save the life of this unforiiinate gentleman, was permit- 
ted to land at Dobb's ferry, where he had a conference with 
General Greene ; but hiirefforls were equally unsuccessful. 
Having failed in his other uttempts, he presented a long letter 
from Arnold to General Washington, filled with threats and 
insolently making him responsible for the torrents of blood, 
which might tp shed, if he should order the execution of An- 
■Ire. The presenting of such a letter was no less an absurdity 
than the writing of it. On the 2d October 1780, Andre was 
hanged at Tappan about 28 roiles North of this city. He 
met his fate with courage and composure ; but regretted, that 
the usages of war would not permit him to terminate his days 
in a more honourable manner and that lie was forced to die as 
a c/itniiial andnol as a soldier. No circumstance had occurred 
WJce the coimatacetaeDl of tl\e war, vitivcH occasioned o 
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lamentation in this city than the melancholy fate of this young 
aod promising officer, who was universally esteemed for his 
amiable disposition and other valuable qualifications ; and the 
sympathy, which he had excited in the American army was per- 
haps unexampled, under any similar circumstances. His re- 
mains were removed from his grave at Tappan, in 1821, 
by order of James Buchanan Esq. his Britannic majes- 
ty's consul in this city, and sent to his native country^ where 
they were interred with that solemnity, which was due to \m 
worth. 

General Washington in a private letter (October 13") in 
taking notice of the whole of this business, thus expresses him- 
self ^ In no instance since the commencement of the war has 
die interposition of Providence appeared more remarkably 
conspicuoas than in the rescue of the post and garrison at 
West Point," Ssc. ^^ Andre has met his fate with that forti- 
tude, which was to foe expected from an accomplished man 
and a gallant officer ; but I am mistaken if Arnold is not un- 
dergoing at this time a mental hell." 

As a part of the stipulated reward of his treason, Arnold 
wu made a British brigadier genial in America, and great 
^pes were entertained by Sir Heniy, that though he had failed 
in the main object, he might still be of great benefit to the 
royal cause. He was to be entrusted with a separate com- 
mand, consisting of lo3ralists and the discontented of all sorts^ 
•f whom it was expected, that he could raise a very conside- 
rable body I but neither his address to .the inhabitants of 
Americm, nor his proclamation to the continental army had 
any effect Notwithstanding the discontents among the 
American troops, Arnold's example and endeavours produced 
the desertion of very few soldiers and not even of one officer. 
They had embarked in a glorious cause and would never de- 
sert it to enroll themselves under the banner of a traitor. 

On 21st December, Arnold sailed from Sandy Hook, with 
a body oftroops under his command and arrived in the Ches- 
apeake, about the end of the month with 50 vessels. He land- 
ed with about 1500 men, 15 miles below Richmond, and on 
the 5tb January 1781, marched to that town, where he de- 
stroyed the public stores and buildings, the rope walk and the 
ram and salt in possession of the merchants. He likewise 
committed sundry depredations in other parts of Virginia. 
About the beginning of June, Lord Cornwairis having no im- 
mediate occasion for his services, or perhaps disliking the con- 
tianance of a connection with a man of his intenous cK«.^tk^^^\ ^ 
permitted him to return to this city. 
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Here, however he was not suffered to remain in a state of 
inactivity. He was sent on an-enterprise against New-Lon- 
don where he effected his landing on 6th September 1781 
with a sufficient land and marine force* The garrison at 
Fort Griswuidy was brave^ defended by about 150 militia ^ 
who had hasily collected and were badly supplied with fire- 
arras. After an engagement of about 40 minutes, they were 
obliged to yield to a far superior force. On the enemy's enter- 
ing tfat fort, a severe slaughter took place, though all resist- 
ance had ceased. The British officer on taking possession^; 
Inquired, who commanded the fort ? ^M did, Sir," said Col- 
onel Ledyard " but you do now" and on presenting his sword, 
was immediately run through his body There were 73 kil- 
led, between 30 and 40 wounded and about 40 taken priso- 
ners, who ere treated with the most savage barbarity. A 
great many houses and 84 stores together with several vessels 
were consumed by the flames ; and this dreadful calamity was 
not the effect of accideni; but design. The loss, which the 
Americans sustained on this occasion was great ; as there 
were large quantities of naval stores, European as well as 
East and West India goofls and provision deposited in the 
stores. By su h iaglorioitt exploits, this wretched renegado 
endeavoured to gain the confidence of his new employers ; 
but wherever he went, he was held in niversal abhorrence ; 
and such will always be the traitor's reward ; for though some 
may be much gratified at the success of a tr asonable design, 
It is i |)ossible, that they can ever entertain the least regard 
for the traitor 

But whatever losses and priva ions the Americans had been 
exposed to in the Tnoi thern and middle States, the affairs of 
the British at length, began to decline in the Southern. The 
kinjj's troops had been severely handled in North Carolina, 
and though General Greene had been twice defeated by the 
army under Cornwallis, the provincials quickly recovered 
their ground, repulsed the enemy in their turn, and daily in- 
creased in numbers and improved in discipline. No succours 
had arrived from Sir Henry Clinton, the comjnander in-chief. 
That general opposed by Washington and entirely at a loss 
to conjecture at what place, the allied armies would strike the 
first blow, was in daily apprehension, of an attack upon this 
city and unable to afford the least assistance to the army in 

' Carolina. So fully was he confirmed in his fears, from his 
having intercepted some of Washington's letters, tiat he 
withdrew a considerable part of the troops under the com- 

inand ofCornw9l{is as a reinfortemetvl \q Vv\s Q\«ik ^^tiv^Qu. 



10t» 

On the Ctli Inly, the combined armies ooder Washiaguo 
and Rocbaiubeau Itad lakea (beir sialion in ihe neighbour- 
hood of White Plains, where il was iheir determinalion, for 
some lime, lo lay siege to ihU city ; bui ihe intelligence, whkb 
had been received concerning the reduced slaie of CornnBllii't 
army, as well as information that Count de Giasse with • 
pumerful fleet would forthwith take possession of ihe'Chesa- 
peake, induced the American and French commanders to 
change the plan of their operations entirely. Tbey accor- 
dingly wrote to De Gratse, on the I7tb August, apprising him 
of their deierminaiion lo remove the whole of the French ar- 
my, and as large a detachmest of the American as coald be 
spared to the Chesapeake, there to meet with his Cicdlency. 
The appearance of an attack upon tbU city was, however^ 
still continued, and to induce the flimest belief of its being in- 
tended, oveoi were erected opposite to Staten Island, at the 
mouth uf the Rariion for the use of the French forces. 

While this deception was playing off, and Sir Henry Clinton 
bewildered in thu manner, the allied army* crossed the 
North river on the S4ib and arrived at Philadelphia on ihc 
SOtfa. When the allies were on ibtnr march, the royalists in 
this cltf were greatly pleased with reports printed in Riving- 
ton's Gazette, staling, (hac T%e Emperor ofGemumy had de- 
clared hiaiseif the ally nf Great Britain, which threw the 
coart of Versailles into much confusion, as in consequence of 
this great event, the French nation must wiihdran all support 
from their new allies the rebels, and we are informed it has 
occasioned Mr. Washington and the count de Rochamheau to 
quit their meaactHg position, at White Plains. This as well 
as other fabrications equally absurd were propagated and by 
jvhatever means they got into circulation, had an evident ten- 
dency todis^ise the movements of the alliei. 

The combined army continued their march from the North- 
ward till ihey arrived at l:'e head of Elk, from whence they 
were transported by vessels destined fur the purpose lo Wil- 
liamsburgb, where they were landed on the 33tb sf Septem- 
ber and preparations were made with all possible despatch for 
putting the army in a situation to move towards York Town 

• DuriDR the lUtr otlhe Frrooh •rmT in Newport, u well u ohDe DU 
Iheir march from iheiwe lu Phil*>l«lphii lut llirongh aiher parti 1/ ihc 
t'Dited Sulta, their eofxluet Ku in nnirorinlj eomci ■• to giin (he ea- 
teccn tif ill, vith whom ihet mtn cooverrant nnil prodaced oomixriBD; 
between Ihe in and the BriUih, vhkh were, br no lucaDi in bnar of ibc 
Ulter, WhereTtx Ihej •««, Okj wi 
aalj beluTed with Ibe ttrialeit dceorai 
Aiog dtey iraated vitb bud mooej. 
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the head quarters of Lord Cornwallis. It tras a fortunate cir- 
cumstancey that the greatest harmony subsisted between 
Washington and Rochambeau^ as some of, the difficuhies at- 
tending their joint operations were thereby greatly lessened, 
and the former being destitiide of the means of supplying his 
troops readily obtained a loan for that purpose from the latter. 
The utmost alacrity prevailing among the allied forces and 
the whole army exerting itself with unusual vigour, the lines 
were completed and opened at 600 yards distance from Corn- 
wallis's works. The situation of his lordship and of the Brit- 
ish under his command soon became desperate The works 
which they had raised had fallen before the artillery of France 
and America ; their attempts to repel the besiegers, to stop 
their progress and even to break through the American lines 
had all proved ineffectual Every day brought the allies 
nearer to theur object and nothing at last remained for the 
•besieged, but to capitulate. Accordingly on lyth October 
1781, Cornwallis yielded to necessity and surrendered him- 
self and army as prisoners of war. The artillery, arras and 
accoutrements belonging to the British, together with their 
military chest and stores of every description were given up 
to the Am ricans, as also 7000 men the flower of the royal 
army. Fifteen hundred seamen partook of the fate of the 
garrison. The Guadaloupe frigate of 24 guns and a number 
of transports were surrendered to the conqueiors. The land 
forces became prisoners to the United States ; but the seamen 
together with the ships were assigned to France. 

The following circumstance, as it placed the himianity of 
the American soldiers in averyconspi' uous point of view and 
reflected the greatest honour upon the memory of our late much 
lamented fellow citizen Gen. Alexander Hamilton, ought not 
to be omitted. On the night of the 14th October, i had been 
resolved, tha' two of the British redoubts, which greatly im- 
peded the progress of the combined army, should be stormed 
and with the view of exciting a spirit of emulation, the re- 
duction of the one was committed to the French and of the 
Other to the Americans. The soldiers, when they started had 
been ordered to remember New-London. (s« epage 100). The 
redoubts were taken in a few minutes ; but the humanity of 
the Americans, so overcame their resentment, that -hey spared 
their enemies, the moment they had them in their p'wer. Be- 
■ing asked by some persons, when carrying them off as priso- 
ners, why they had not put them to death, agreably to orders, 
tbey nobly replied " We could not, wVvetv xVv«^ begged, for 
•their Jives, on their knees." Co\ou«\ (atorw^\^^ ^^tv^\7^ 
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Hamilton,) who conducted the enterprise with great address 
and intrepidity, in lii» report to the Marquis de la Fayette 
mentioned to the honour of his detachment, '^ that incapable 
of imitating examples of barbarity and forgetting recent pro- 
vocations, they spared every man that cea- ed to resist." 

The joy diffused through the United States, by the surren^ 
der of the army under Lord Comwallis was inconceivably 
great, as they had foi^ years spread havoc and degtruction 
through a vast extent of Virginia and parts adjacent ; while 
their number was so great as to enable them to go where they 
pleased and their rage for plunder disposed them to take 
whatever they deemed most valuable. But independent of 
the removal of this great evil, tlie Americans considered the 
brilliant achievement, which put the allies in possession of 
York Town, as determining the issue of the contest ; and, 
from that moment, they looked forward tq^be reward of ill 
their toils and a full compensation for mrtheh sufferings. 
No sooner had congress received official information of this 
great event, than amongst other modes of evincing their grat- 
itude, they on the 24th October determined to go in full and 
solemn procession to the Dutch. Lutheran chiuQ}i (then the 
largest in'Philadelphia) and to give thanks to Almighty God 
for the success of their general ami the forces under his com- 
mand ; and they issued a proclamation recommending that 
, the 13th of December be observed as a day of thanksgiving 
and prayer on account of the signal interposition of Divine 
Providence, which they had experienced. 

Nor were the people of America mistaken in the expecta- 
tions which they had formed respecting the result of this victo- 
ry. No sooner had the news of the capture of Lord Cornwal- 
lisVeached the mother country, than the ministers were struck 
with dismay and those who had heretofore been averse to the 
war were greatly < mboldened in their opposition. We accor- 
dingly find, that on the 27th February 1782 it was resolved by 
the House of Commops "That an address be presented to his 
majesty, that he will be pleased to give directions to his minis- 
ters not to pursue any longer the impracticable object of re- 
ducing his majesty's revolted colonies, by force, to their alle- 
giance, by a war on the continent of Americaand to assure his 
majesty, that his faithful commons will most cheerfully concur 
with him in such measures as may be found necessary to ac- 
celerate the blessings of returning peace." This motion had 
been introduced by General Conway the uniform awdwiRSxtt 
friendof the Americans and such wast\\e ^^tv^i^^o.^ o^^*^- 
sioned Jby it^ being carried, that appteYv^imow^ vwt«^ ^xw\k^* 
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taioed by the Secretaries of State that rials and inrauils migid 
ensue in the evening, in consequi^nce ofivhieh ihey I'equeslaf 
lite Inrd Mayor to adopt such measures as might he oecMsan 
for securing the pubhc peace. The address ivns presents 
to his majesty by the whole linuse, who on the ^ili Man 
were honoured by b conciliatory answer, for which he I 
ceived an unanimous vole of thanks. The following n 
tiop Will then passed without a division vir.. " That Ibis hom 
will consider as enemies lu his majesty all those, who shall el 
deavour to frustrate his majesty's paternal care for the eai 
and happiness of his people, by advising, or by any tneens a 
tempting the fuiiher prosecution of offensive war on the cti 
tinent of North Aoierica, for the purpose of reducing the c 
onies to (ibedience by force." On the Bame day, Sir C 
Carleion was appointed commander-in-chief in Amer 
These resoluiioas and the great applause, with which t 
were received b}* tbft public, abundantly shewed, that a o 
plete revolution in the ministry must take place, an ei 
however, which was, by no means agreeable to the court. 

On the 2d of August 17S2, Sir Guy Carleton and Adraira 
Digby sent s letter to General Washington, wherein they si ' 
" We are acquainted by authority, that negociations for a 
eral peace have already commenced at Turis and that 
Greenville is invested willi full powers to treat with all t) 
parties at war and is now at Paris in the execution of this col 
nussion,'-' &c. They add " We are farther acquainted, tbi 
transports have been prepared in England, for conveying i' 
the American prisoners to this country to be exchanged h 
and we are directed to urge, by every consideratinnof but 
iiy the most speedy exchange.'' A part of this news was 
soon confirmed by the arrival of two cartel ships at Marble- 
head with 5S3 American prisoners and by ibe 21sl Augusta 
third arrived with 1 iG more. 

It may easily he concei ved, that liiis intelligence was liighly 
gratifying to every real friend of his country ; but it was no 
sooner known to the LoTAt.isTs than a scene of terror and 
dismay prevailed through this city, which it is impoasihle 
describe. To persons of that description, the arrival of deal ^ 
warrants could scarcely have aflbrded more serious caused 
alarm. Those in the army tore their lappeU froni th^ 
coats, stamped them under their feet and exclaimed, that they" 
were ruined for ever. Others cried out, that after sacrificing 
every thing to prove their loyally, they were now left to shift 
'or themselves, having lost the friendship) of both their king 
^' lid country. On the 7lh August, iiwas eatt\cs\\'3 i " 
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a Rivington's gaaette, tltat the loyalists not on)y in 
' tliiscity; but in every other place, should suspend their opin- 
ion on the present important occasion and cimtinue firm in 
their professions of loyalty and zeal for the unioa of the em- 
pire and wait the issue in patience. It was observed, tliat by 
such conduct, they would preserve a claim on national grati- 
tude and protection, which It would be madness to forfeit ; 
since by giving way lo impatience, they would only lessen 
themselves in the opinion of their enemies, without a shadow 
of advantage. 

On the 30lh November 1782 a provisional treaty of peace 
was signed at Paris, between Richard Oswald, Esq. com- 
missioner on the part of liis Britannic majesty, and John Ad- 
Atis, Benjamin FbaM£li*i, John Jav and Hgnrt Lawbenck 
Esqs. commissioners on that of the United Slates, by the lirst 
article of which, his Britannic majesty acknowledged the for- 
mer Ibirteen American colonies to be fre^Mvereign and in- 
dependent states. It was agreed, howeveffmit the s:iid trea- 
ty should not be finally ratified, by the contracting parties 
until terms of peace should Li agreed upon, between Great 
Britain and France. 

Ontlie 24th March 1783, Congress received a Jetler of Feb- 
iTiary 0th from the marquis lit Fayette, annouociGg a general 
peace, and a copy of orders given by Cornl d't^slaing for the 
purpose of putting a stop to all hostilities by sea ; whereupon 
they directed the marine agent to recall immediately all armed 
vessels cruising under commissions from the United Stales 
of America. 

At 12 ft'clock, on the 191b April, the day which complet- 
ed the eighth year of war, the cessation of hostilitiea between 
the United States and Great Britain was proclaimed in the 
American army by General Washinelon. On the 26tb May, 
Congress resolved, that General Washington should grant 
furloughs i) the non commissioned officers and soldiers, who 
had enlisted for the mat, together with a proportionable num. 
ber of commissioned officers of diflereni grades and that the 
men thus furloughed should be allowed to take their arms 
with them. This resolution eicited astonishment and cha- 
grin in the generals and officers, who commanded regiments 
and corps in the cantonment on the banks of the Hudson. 
They addressed their commander on the 5th June ; solicited 
his further aid on their Ijehalfand entreated, that no officer or 
soldier should be obliged to receive a furlough, until Congress 
could be apprized of the wretched sitcation into wWck rJisa, 
^army aiiist be inevitably [ilunged \)^ acM\*';\T\^t\'Ctf)a'§! 
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ihey sbtfuld be cerlaia of receiving u corapcu^Btioii for 
services. Washington, hy the exercise of that prudence fM 
which he has been su jusily celebrateil, contrived to initigat"' 
iheir fears siidbi ailay that spirit of disconietii, which if n' 
Eupprcssed might have been productive of llie most serio 
consequences. 

About the beginning of Arigust, Sir Guy liad received I 
final orders for the f vacunlion of this city ; and on ihe 17 
informed Congress that heshonld lose no time in fulfilliHj 
hb majesty's commands ; but that he cuuld assign no precial 
period. The insolence nnd abuse which the loyalists, whei 
at the height of Iheir power, had exercised towards their lieln 
less brethren, who had espoused the cause of their count " 
and their excessive cruelty to those, whom the fortane of w 
had placed amongst them as prisoners, stared tbem fully ii 
the face and made them tremble at the approach of that dsj 
which ihey had' MKson to fear would be to them a day < 
dreadful retribalbn. From these circumstances, Sir C 
Carlelon seemed to be bound in honour not to give up t 
city till lie had fully' provided the means of carrying offtA 
those, who were desirousiifqoilting the country. 

Allast,tbe'2Sth November 1783 was the day agreed up4 
for the <>vflcualion of New- York. To prevent those disordn 
which might otherwise have occurred on such an occasioi 
the American troops imder the command of General Knoi 
inarched from Harlaem to Bowery lane, early in the morning. ~ 
There they remained till about one o'clock, when the Britisu 
forces left the posis in the Bowery and the \ raericans marched 
on and toak possession of the city. As soon as this was 
aflected, General Knox, with a number of citizens on horn ~ 
back rode to the Bowery, to receive their Escellenciea Ger 
ral Washington and Governor George Clinton, who with tl 
suites, made their public entry into the city on horseback, Cm 
towed by the lieutenant governor and senators, four abrrai' 
General Knos and the officers of the army eight a' 
citizens en horseback eight abreast; : the speaker of t 
assembly, &c. and citizens on fool four abreast The f 
vemor gave a public dinner in the commandet'in-chief and 
other general officers at Frances's tavern then one of tlie most 
respectable in tlie city. It was situate in Wall at the corner 
of Nawau-slreetdirectly opposite the Old City Hall, on the 
scite of which the custom house now stands. In the evening, 
magnificent (ire-works far exceeding any thing of the kind, 
vh'teh bad ever been in Ihe United States, were exhibited in 
T fie Baling Green. No accident occvxttcd, diin^v^ the what 



Oay anil evening, which bad the least tendency lo 
general fesiivity. 

In this city lite aoiiiveriary of this auspicious day bat been 
regularly celebrated ever since by military paiades and oilier 
demnnstraiions ofjoy. Indeed it well deserves to be com- 
memorated not only here but in every other part of the 
United Stales ; as it was nut [ill that very day that this land 
nffreedom could be said to be completely free from the pre^ 
senceofits hostile invaders. 
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CHAPTER X. 

From the evacuation of the city by the Britith till the ^rat 
fleeting of Cangreu, under the New Constilution lith 
March 1789- 

At the time, when the Americans took possession of this 
city, » circumstance, in itself ludicrous, though somewhat per- 
plexing, occurri'd on the battery. The British, an their de- 
parture, had left the royal sinndard flying as usual at ihe head 
t)f the flagitatr, and as they w^re desirous lo avdid ihe mor- 
tification of seeing the American flag raised in its place, they 
had cut away the lanyards and greased the ilagsiafl* so ss to 
render it, as they thought, impossible to take it down. The 
American troops had arrived on the battery, and the British 
standard still waved triumphant. There appeared to be no al- 
ternative, except to cut it down and erect another; but this 
would be the work of some time. In this dilemma, an houest 
tar volunteered bis services, which were readily accepted ; 
though no great hopes were entertained with respect to his 
success. With a aniull rope in his teeth, however, to which 
the American flag was affixed, he contrived to reach the top 
of Ihe pole, cut down the British standard and in a few min- 
utes substituted the star spangled banner of the United States, 
which waved majestically in its stead. On his descent, he 
was greeted with the loudest acclamations by the admiring 
multitude ; but it was deemed proper to give him a more sub- 
stantial rewaid for his exploit than mere applause. A col- 
lection for bis benefit, was taken up to which the greater part 
of the spectators from the commander-in-chief to the plainest 
citizen cheerfully contributed. The intrepid sailor had done 
an act, which had been deemed impracticable a,ndiN\n':V>H£.'& 
_ highly gralliyijig to the public, anditisveTj ^tqWvSw. """"' 
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lie never performed a service, for which he received so ample 
a com pen sal ion. ' 

On -ith December, a very hileresting scene took place in 
this ciiy. At noon ihe principal officers of the army conven- 
ed at Frances's tavern to take an atTecIionate leave of their 
much-loved commander-in-chief. General Washington ha- 
ving called for a glass of wine, ihns addresged them, " With 
an heart full of low and gratitude I now take leave of you. 
I most devoutly wish, that your latter days may be as pros- 

Serous and happy, as ynur former have been glorious and 
onourable," Having drunk, be said " I cannot come to 
each of you to lakf my leave; but shall be obliged to yoti, if 
each of you will come and take mc by the hand." General 
Knox, being nearest turned to him with tears rilling down 
his cheeks. Washington grasped his hand and then kissed 
liitn. He did the same to every succeeding officer and also 
to some other gentlemen, who were present. The passions of 
human nature were never more tenderly depicted ilian on this 
interesting occasion. The whole company were in tears. 
When Washington left the apartment and passed through the 
corps of light infantry about 2 o'clock on his way to Whilehalf, 
the others followed, in H solemn, mute and mournful proces- 
sion, till lie embarked in his barge for Ponies Hook. A« 
soon as he had got on board, he turned towards his friends, 
took off his hat and with it waved a silent adreu. They paid 
iiim the same affectionate complimeni, and as soon as the 
barge had pushed off, they returned from Whitehall in the 
same manner as they had gone. 

fieforel proceed further in ray " Brief History of the cily," 
a short contrast belween its stale, at the lime it was evacuated 
by the British and the state, iu which it now (February 1 &26) 
appears, may be interesting to many of my readers. I shall 
therefore, lay before them some remarks on the subject. 

In ihe year 1786 a census was taken agreeably to an act of 
the legislature, by which the population of the city amounted 
lo 33,619; but it is impossible to ascertain the precise num- 
ber, at the time of the evacuation. It is not improbable that 
after the departure of the royal fleet and army with thede- 
pendents and the loyalists, the number of residents in the city 
might be 20,€liJ and this number is fixed on, from the suppo- 
sition, that from that period to the beginning of theyeart78G, 
the gain in our population was 3,00(1 a supposition which is 
far from being extravagant, particularly, if it be recollected, 
that many of OUT most respectable citizens, who during the 
pw were under the necesaity o[\mn(^ jq ciAe, Vv«&\«ned t^m 
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titeir respective homes. The number according to the census 
of 1825 amounted to 166)086. Hence it appears^ that 
our city, at present, contains somewhat more than eight 
times as many inhabitants, as it did in the year 1783. Thus 
its population has encreased in that unexampled ratio in 
the short space of 42 years. This statement might be 
considered as mere fiction, if it were not supported by the 
most convincing and irrefragable proofs viz. the census, which 
was taken by order of government soon after the evacuation^ 
aad that which was made by the same authority towards the 
close of last year. 

if the number of our inhabitants was small at the first 
of these dates, the thick settled part of the city was likewise 
confined wMiin very narrow limits. On the Hudson river, 
the comer of Greenwich and Murray-streets might be deem- 
ed its boundary towards the North, as beyond the last of 
these streets, there were only to be found a very few strag- 
gling huts and even between Murray-street and what is now 
called The Washington Market, there were only some 
scattering houses, while in the lower parts of the city, there 
was little to be seen but heaps, of ruins. Even in what is now 
deemed the most elegant part of the city, by far tiife greatest 
part of the buildings were composed of wood and covered 
with shingles, bricks and stone being but very little used. 
Washington and West-streets were not in existence and the 
project of making new grounds by encroachments on our ri- 
vers had been scarcely thought of. In a secluded spot, in 
what is now called Reed-streot near Broadway, was a burying 
ground for people of colour, in the neighbourhood of which, 
there was scarcely to be found a single liotise ; and in the rear 
of our City Hospital, there stood a handsome frame building, 
which had a garden and large orchard attached to it, and in 
the fields and meadows, which extended far and wide from 
thence towards the North river might be seen grazing for 
s%everal summers immediately after the close of the rQvolution- 
xiry war, some hundreds of horses and cows belonging to the 
inhabitapts. Hills and dales, trees, shrubs, bushes, &c. were 
to be seen in every direction and perhaps it would now be diffi- 
cult to find a retreat within six miles of the city, which ex- 
hibits a more rural appearance than one could have then en- 
joyed in the rear of the hospital. That the orchard, which 
J have mentioned W99 in a retired situation must be ob- 
vious from the following occurrence. In the year 1786 or 
1787> a duel, in which one of the parlies v»«i%mvt\a\V5 -^wsisA- 
r}df was fought on that v^rv spot, and as ^toitv ^cw^few^wtv 
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Stances, [his aSair was, for b time, ilie subject of general con- 
versalJoD, it must be still in iIk recollection of man; of our 
aged inhabitants; but my leason for introducing it, is mer«ly 
to shew, tliar it must have taken place at some dutance from 
tfap thick settled pan of the cily; as duellists never wish la 
petform thuir cKploits, except in places remote from wit- 
nesses. 

At that liiRe, there was a large pond between Pearl and 
Anthony and KIra and Cross-eiieeis, in wl)ii:h several persona 
were drowned. In its vicinity, it was usual for persons to 
go n gunning, where their prospect of success was as great, 
aiiftheyweie now lo go out into the island to the distance 
of live or six miles from (he City tiall. About the year 
1806, ihe Common Council directed it lo be filled up and 
(he neiglibourine grounds to be brought to a proper level. The 

E laces, where these aiid other low giounds, as well as high 
ills existed, are now as if ihey had never been. Indeed 
the precise spots, on which ihcy were formerly to be seen con 
scarcely be recollected, by our oldest iiihabitaats. 

To these observations, which abundantly shew (be narrow 
limits, ui which the settled part of the cily was then confined, 
it may be added, that even that part was far from being 
compactly built. Many vacant lots werp to be met with not 
only in every ward, bill even in every street ; and these were, 
in general sold at prices which bear scarcely any proportion 
to those, for which ihey could be purchased at tlie present 
time. Indeed I run no hazard in asserting, that for several 
years after the revolutionary war, what is now CHlled a square 
or block, might have been purchased any where above Grand- 
street for a much less sum than would now be required for a 
single lot. 

At the evacuation, very few streets were paved, and the 
vorkmanship of these few was performed in such a manner 
as would now be deemed very awkward ; one gutter running 
through the centre, which was the lowest part of the street, 
and the elevation on boili sides being towards the houses. 
Of banks and insurance offices, there was not one in the 
city, whereas we have now 17 of the for"er'and of the latter 
upwards of 40. At the commencement of the revolutionary 
war, there were 19 places of public worship; hut at its 
close, there were only 9 appropriated for that purpose. 
Trinity and the old Lutheran church having been consumed by 
the great fire, 21st September, 1776. and the others as well as 
Ihe college, used as barracks, jails, hospitals and riding schools. 
Of churches, we have now upwwds ot lWl,o( '«'h\A>,'as'»i«tt»» 
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of our inonied instiiuiions, &c. particulnr notice will be t 
hereal^er undpr apiiropriate hinds. IJince that lime, the n 
of provisions and all (he neceisarlei of life as welt as ihe ij>* 
came orourinhabitanis have greatly increased, ai may be leen 
undttr llie article I'uaLic MARKtTs. Arts aud sciences ; reli- 
gious, charitable, and literary institutions; trade, commerce aud 
manulttclurea were llien scarcely thought of; but in all these, 
we ha»e attained a degree of celebrity in less ihan Haifa cep- 
tury, which could never have been expected by our most san- 
guine admirers and which, if equalled, has never been surpas- 
sed in either ancient or uiodern times. 

But it is now proper that I should return ftom ray digres- 
sion. The British had scarcely left our ciiy, when order 
Memed to arise out of confusion. The executive, legislature 
and judiciary instead of exercising their respective functions 
over a part of the stale had now jurisdiction over the whole, and 
the council of appointment, nmongsl their first acts, appoioied 
Jambs Duakk b gentleman nf respectable talents, great pru- 
dence and moderation to the important oflice of mayor. Un- 
der his wise and discreet administration and the truly diD:ni6ed 
conduct of his E^xcellency, Ueorob CuNron, who was our 
first governor after the declaration of independence, and, at 
that time held the saiue oflice, a xpirit of cunciliatlon was more 
speedily restored between those who bad, during the war, en* 
(ertsined the most deadly hatred against each other, than could 
have been possibly expected ; and so much harmony exist- 
ed amongst us towards the end of the year 17^^: thitt all ani- 
mosity seemed to have ceased and political disscnlions to be 
buried in oblivion. 

Those of our churches, which had been appropriated to se- 
cular purposes, were restored to that sacred use, for which 
they had been at 6r9r erected ; and our college, which hid 
been suspended in April 1/76, was in 1784 completely re-es- 
tablished. Education, which had been almost totally neglect- 
ed during the preceeding seven years, met with that atten- 
tion which its impurtBnce deserved. Classical schools were 
forthwitli esiabli«hed by competent teachers in which young 
gentlemen were prepared for entrance into college, and as 
many seminaries as were necessary for the instruction of 
children were soon eitablished on fts good a fooling, as un- 
der existing circumstances could have been reasonably ex- 
^k pectcd. 

^K In consequence of a mutiny having taken place amongst 
^B some soldiers at Philadelplua, who were clamorous Cor iheic 
^B I?V' C^'"g'""s deemed it proper \u ti\ove i.\ve« ""* 
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rronttlmt cily te Princeton, Sdlh June i783, from whence ihcy 
weni 10 Annupolis, Marytxnd, in November following ; but 
lliey soon after, took up iheir abode in ibis metropolis where 
ibey continued till the year 17D0. 

Thai 1 be temporary residence of Congress amongst us fur 
about sis years hail u considerable tendency lo rouse that 
spirit of enterprise, which bad so long been dormanc but 
which, during "these years, began so eminently lo display 
itself, cannot he doubled. At all events, about that time, an 
activity in business of every kind, which bad beteiofore been 
unknown in iliis city, whs universally apparent, and ihaugb 
from causes, which will be immediately noticed, the succes,? 
of our inhabitants was not equal to the greatness of tlieir exer- 
tions, tlieir industry and perseverance enabled llietn to sur- 
mount great difficulties, and wns tiltiniatfly productive of 
the most salutary consequences lo themselves as well as tu ihi' 
com m unity at Inrge. 

It is now necesiiary to mention the cause, which so greatly 
■■elarded our progress in trade, commerce and matiufaclures. 
The American States, for tliey could not well be called 
UNITED, had been kept together, during the war, from a com- 
mon sense of danger, by that feeble instrument known by the 
nameof the Articles of Co^"FEDE^ATIO^i which, when its 
inefficacy had been fully tested by experience, was justly pro- 
nounced by our most intelligent statesmen to be no belter than 
a rope of sand. By this instrument, they had entered into a 
perpetual union with each other for iheir mutual defence, in 
which it was also stipulated that their laws and decisions should 
be obligatory on each of the thirteen states. Each state, 
however, was to be governed by its own legislature, with 
(he enactments of which, cuneress had no right lo interfere. 

It was not difficult lu perceive, that this mode of govern- 
ment had not sufficient energy wiihin itself to produce a vigo- 
rous adrainislraiiim of public affairs. Congress had no aii^ 
thority over individuals and over the stales only as politi- 
cal bodies ; nor had it any power lo enforce even them to a 
compliance with its injuetiona, and in case of any quarrel, it 
could not prevent them from making war upon each olher. 
Difficulties occurred and distresses were multiplied on every 
tide. The army, though disbanded, had received only four 
months pay ; the debts contracted by congress as well as by 
many of the individual slates, bad not been dischat^ed, and 
government possessing no revenue could give no value to its 
paper currency. Taxes were imposed by some of the Stale 
ieghlaiures } buEstich was the pressure of the li 
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ptould not be collected and llie very attempt occasioned g«n»- 
ral discontent. And thnug-h it had tieen fondly expected, that 
after the lerminatioii of the war, commerce would revive, it 
(Viis still pmbarrassed and languid. 

The helpless situation, in which our national government 
was then pinced, cannot be better expressed, than by the fol< 
lowing quotiition from An uddretg to the people of the Slate 
of NcW'York, on the subject cf the proposed federal consti- 
tution written by our venerable fellow citizen John Jay, who, 
at that lime, held the important ofRce of minister of foreign af- 
fairs " By the confederation, as it now stands," says this ju- 
dicious writer, " the direction of general and national affairs 
is submitted to a single body of men, viz. the congress. They 
may make war ; but are not empowered to raise men or mo- 
ney to carry it on. They may make peace ; but without jtow- 
er to see the terms of it observed. They may form alliances, 
but without ability to comply with the stipulations on their 
pait. They may enter into treaties of commerce; but with- 
out power to enforce them at home or abroad. They may 
borrow money ; hut without having the means of re-payment. 
Tbey may partly regulate commerce; but without authority 
to execute their ordinances. They may ap|]Oint ministers and 
other officers of trust ; but without power to try or punbh 
ihem for misdemeunours. They nmy resolve; but cannot 
execute either with despatch or with secresy. In short, ihey 
may consult, and dc'iberate and recommend and make requi- 
sitions ; and they who please, may regard them. From thit 
new and wonderful system of government, it has come (o 
pass, ihat almost eveiy nationiil object of every kind is, at • 
this day, unprovided lor; and other nations, taking the ad- 
vantage of its imbecility, are daily multiplying commercial 
restraints upon us." Thus, in the opinion of this emineni 
statesman, our national government was at lhat time a mete 
nullity. Congress hud nominal, but fio real power or au- 
thority. 

In the midst of these distresses and difficulties perhaps un- 
paralleled in the history of nations, it was proposed by Jahxs 
Madison," in the legislature of Virginia, of which he was then 
a member in the year 1735, thai a general convention should 
be held, in order t« frames belter system of government or so 
to alter the existing constitution as to remedy the evils, whicli 
pressed upon the community. In consequence of this recont- 
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^aendation delegates from several of the stales assembled at 
Annapolis, Maryland, in 1786; but ihey adjourned mthoi it 
doing any thing effectual with respect to tbe important ubjei'i 
for which they had convened. Difficulties, however, conlimieil 
to increase and another convention as&enibli;d el Philadelphia 
in May 1787, when delegalea attended from all the states, with 
the e!Lce|iIiou of Rhode Island, and after choosing General 
Washington as their president, they proceeded to the arduous 
duly which they had betn appointed to perform. 

Aiier a session of 4. month-, Ibis honourable body, having 
agreed on our present excellent constitution, adjourned I7th 
September 17S7< It was afterwards submitted to the consid- 
eration of conventions appointed by the people of each of the 
J3 original stales, by whom it was ratified in the order and 
at the periods annexed in the names of the said states respect- 
ively, as will appear in the 1st column. In the 2d, the 1] 
new slates which have been, since that time, admitted into the 
union, vvitli the dales of their respective admissions, will be 
found arranged in the s; 
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CoaSTlTDT 


□N a\ THE DIF'. 


1 FEREST 


STATES. 




Origimt Slates. 


Nem Stalei. 


Delaware, Dec.?, 173" 


Vermont, 


March 4, Ijn 


Pennsylvania, Dec. 12,1787 


Kenlucky, 


June 1, J 792 


NewJersey, Dec. 19, 1787 




June 1,179() 


Georgia, Jan. 2, 1788 


Ohio, 


Feb. 19, 1803 


Connecticut, Jan. 9. 1788 


Louisiana, 


Aprils, 18(2 


Massiichuseits Feb. 6, 1788 


Indiana, 


Dec. 11, 18K1 


Maryland, April 28, 1783 


Mississippi, 


Dec. 10, 1817 


South Carolina, May 23, 1788 


Illinois, 


Dec. S, I31» 


n. Hampshire, June 21, i78S 


Alabama, 


Dec. 14, 181 y 


Virginia, June 26, 1788 


Maine, 


March 15, 1820 


New-York, jLily26, I78S 


Missouri, 


March 2, IS'-TJ 


N. Carolina, Nov. 21. 1789 







Rhode Island, M:iy29, 1790 

Bui before I proceed to mention some of the other causes. 
which tended to llie establishmeni of the federal constitution 
un its present permanent basis and of course to the elevation 
a/oar metropolis to its unrivalled stale of prosperity, it is ne- 
cesaary, l/iat I should givea brief actoiiuv of itery serious riot, 
which occurred about this time, and occ*s\QVieA <:wi»ipx*i\t 
^arm amongst the inhabitanis. Tort»e\\ot\o\Ko^ "i^vt Kbsrxv 
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' can character, tumulluous assemblies and open violations of 
the laws are little knoirn in the United States. Wben any 
thing of the kind occurs, it ia therefore, proper that it should 
be recorded in a publication of tins kind. The outrage to 
which I allude is that which is commonl)' known by llie iiauie 
of the Doctor's Mob. 

During the winter of 1787 and 1788, some medical students 
and other persons had dug up from several of the cemeteries 
in thb city a number of dead bodies foi dissection. This prac- 
tice had been conducted in so indecent a manner as to raise 
a considerable alarm among the people. The interments 
not only amongst strangers and the poor Africans had been 
disturbed, but the bodies of some respectable persons had 
been, likewise, removed. These circumstances most sensibly 
agitated the feelings of the friends of the deceased and wrought 
up the pasxians of the populace to a ferment. 

On Sunday the I3th April, a number uf boys, who were at 
play in the rear of the Cily Hospital, perceived a human limb, 
which was imprudently hung out ofa window to dry. They 
immediately informed a number of |>ersons in the neighbour- 
hood. The news spread like lightning and was readily be- 
lieved by listening crowds. Some medical students had upon 
this occasion acted with so great impropriety as to render it 
impossible for any apology to have been offered lor thelt con- 
duct ; but a number of aggravating circumstances was cer- 
tainty added to their fault, which had little, if any foundation 
in fact. From the reports, however, which were thus propa- 
gated, an incensed multitude speedily assembled, rushed into 
the hospital, and in their fury destroyed a number of anatomi- 
cal preparations, some of which had been imported from 
abroad. Some fresh subjects were also found, which were in- 
terred the same evening. Several of the young physicians 
with difficulty escaped the rage of the people, and would un- 
doubtedly have been exposed to great personal danger, hadoot 
the mayor, the sherilT, and some ot our most distinguished citi- 
/.ens interfered in their behalf and lodged ll)em in jail. The 
friends of good order were hopeful that the affair would have 
ended here ; but they were unforiuontely mistaken. 

On the [uorning of the day folluwing, a great number of 
people assembled for the purpose, as they avowed, of search' 
ing the houses of suspected physicians. The governoE, the 
mayor, the chancellor, with General Hamilton and many 
oihersof our most influential characters, fcaivft^vVw. toe^-as^- 
siona of the people wtn highly itviurted, weivV wkvor^ *«to. 
and endeavoured lo dissuade them (toim comvoAxi^w^ wwcak-c 
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■ary depredations. They addressed ihem in the most pBlkSK^ 
icmaaner and promised them every sBiisfactinn which the 
laws of the couniry could dOfurd. This had consideraUe eft'eci 
upon many, who a fier examining Columbia colles;e and the 
houses ofsundry physicians, in which ihey especled to find 
dead bodies, repaired peaceably to ibeir respective habitations. 
But in the alieruouD, the affair a-sumed a mure threatening as- 
pect. A mob, apparently desirous of riol and contusion, and 
who paid little regard to the promises of the magisirales or to 
the sovereignly of the laws, weni lo ihe jail and demanded that 
the physicians who were there imprisoned simuld be delivered 
to ttetn. Had this dematid'been corn plied with, the poor doc- 
tors had reason to expect Uttle mercy. 

The magis [rates, having found that the mild language or per- 
suasion was of no avail, were underihe necessity of calling 
out the militia lo suppiess ihe riot, maintain the dignity ul' 
government and protect the jail. A small parly of armed men 
marched thither about three o'clock, whom (he raob permitted 
(0 pass through them, with no other insult than that of a few 
volleys of stones, dirt, &c. Another party of only about Iwelvc 
men, made a similar attempt about an hour afierwaids ; but 
the mob having surrounded ihem, seized and destroyed iheir 
atms. This gave the populace fresh courage ; they endea- 
voured to force the Jail; but were repulsed by a handful of 
men. who bravely sustained their atUck for several hours, 
The mob then destroyed the windows of that building and tore 
down part of the fences. At dusk, a party of armed citiEens 
marched to its relief; and as they came near it, the mob with 
loud huzzas, began to pelt them with showers ofsiones, brick- 
bats, &c. in consequence of which, several of the militia were 
greatly hurl and obliged to fire in their own defence. Five 
persons were killed and seven or eight severely wounded. The 
mob became alarmed and in a shun lime dispersed. A party 
of ihe militia were, for a few days, employed in guarding the 
jail. The students, to whose imprudence, this ihrealening 
commotion was owing, retired to the country for a short timf 
and by the firm, yel moderate conduct of our magistracy, the 
city wns almost immediately restored to its won ted tranquillity. 
1 now proceed to state a few of those circumsiances which 
had a more imraediaie tendency to promote the adoption ol 
ihe proposed new form of government "ind its subsequent or- 
ganizaiion in this ciiy. From this slate Robert Yates, 
John Lunaino and Albx\noki. UMxtLTOK had been ap« 
pointed as de/egates lo attend the getiMii\ towsetiftonax"""" 
delptua : but that body had not been \otitS'>» »es«win, 
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firsi iwo of Ihesc gentlemen deemed it their duly to withdraw. 
In a letter, which they aJdreased to governor CliDtun, ihey 
staled, that their "powers were explicit and coaBaed tn the 
sole and expivss purpose of revising the articles ofcunfeden- 
tion and reporting such aherations and pro via ions therein as 
should render llie federal conslilulion adequate to the exigen- 
cies orgnvernment, and the preservation of the uniun." They 
added, that " exclusive of their objectiiins originating from the 
want of power, ihey entertained an opinion that a general go- 
vernment, however guarded by declarations of rights or cau- 
tionary provisions must unavoidably in a short time, be pro- 
ductive of the destruction of llie civil liheriy of such citizens 
•IS shotild be effectually coerced by il." Whilst iheae gentle- 
men in consequence of their visionary fears deemed il consist- 
ent with propriety to desert iheirpost, the patriotic anil dis- 
cerning Hamilton, iiensibie that the very existence of oflr 
national government depended upon a much more enei^ic 
system [nan that by which the stales were then scarcely kept lo- 
logelber; Ijrmly remained at bis, being the only delegate from 
this great slate, and by his Incessant labour as well as irresisti- 
ble eloquence had very probably lis great agency as any of that 
illustrious assembly in bringing about tlieir agreement to re- 
commend to ihe diSerenl stales that constilution, imder which 
we have for so many years, enjoyed unexampled prosperity 
and happiness. 

In this city, the great majority of the inhabitants were in 
favouiofthe proposed form of government, but throughout 
most parts of the Slate, the case was different, many of our 
most influential characters being greatly opposed to il. To 
enlighten the minds of our citizens un this important subject 
and to allay iheir ill founded apprehensions, a number of es- 
says entitled the Federalist were written by those invaluable 
i^itizens, ALutANDBK Hamilton and John Jav of this city 
and Jambs Madison uf Virginia. These were first publish- 
ed in the New- York Gazette, and afterwards in the Americsn 
Museum at Philadelphia, and in most of ihefespeclablejoumals 
in Ihe United States. They were, likewise, published in two 
duodecimo volumes and are still deservedly held in high 
esiimailou, as ihey contain the most complete refutation of 
the many objections, which had been raised against ihe con- 
stitulion of any, that was ever issued from the press. It is 
now universally admitted, that these essays greatly contributed 
tii accelerate that happy ev^nt, which rescued our tountry (torn 
impending anarchy, and gave us a Form of government which 
\iaa ever since rendered us respected ubToaA> atiA Uc«i '^"'^^ 
^hlgnaadiudepemleDtttthome, Jfl 
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Id this slate, however, our convcniioii did not a 
the constiluEion had been ratiried by ten of the other states. 
Thii body met at Poitghkeepsie on June iL'iti, when governui' 
Clinton was elected president. It wascomposed of 65 menv 
bers, 46 of whom were al the lime of its meeting, considered as 
deddedly opposed to the neiv cunstilution. The force «r Mr. 
Uunil ton 'a eloquence, however, who was justly stiled "The 
American Cicero" had an irresistible effect upon the minds of 
such of hii opponents as deemed themselves at liberty to de- 
cide for tliemselves. Hence several, who had come with a 
fixed determination to vote against the constitution, honestly 
declared, that as their objectiuns had vanished, in consequence 
olthe superiority of his arguments, they wisely determined, 
that the best interests of their country required, that they 
should change sides. On July 26ih, the important question 
wns determined, when 30 voted tor the adoption and 2^ 
against it. Ten members were absent. The patriotic presi- 
dent goveinor Clinton, who had been one of the opponents, 
on the adjournment of the convention, like a true republican, 
eacnestly recommended to the gentlemen of the minority to 
endeavour to promote amoagst their constituents a steadfast 
attachment to that foi'm of government, which had now beea 
duly confirmed £y l/ie wHloflhe majority. 

A grand celebration, which took place io this city on the 
8th July immediately preceding thi^ event, as it evidently 
shewed the wishes of the mercantile pan of the community, 
had no doubt a considerable influence on the convention in 
bringing them to this happy conclusiim My readers will easi- 
ly perceive, that 1 allude to the Fedbral Procbssion. Pro- 
cessions had taken place in ihe chief cities of several of the 
slates, in honour of the new constitution, and the New-Yorkers 
tvere determined, that their _/*«'« should equal, if not surpass, 
any which had preceded it. Neither pains our espenaes were 
spared to have everything arranged with the greatest taste 
and splendour and the exertions used un the occasion were 
crowned with complete success. To witness this grand and 
liighly interesting spectacle thousands of our fellow-citizens 
assembled from various parts of the country and after be- 
holding the transactions of the day, returned to their re- 
spective homes highly gralllied. It is worthy of remark, that 
though the whole city might be said to have been in motion 
no accident occurred to interrupt the festivities of the day, and 
that when night came on, our streets were as tranquil, as if no- 
thing extraordinary had happened, 

Aa the arrangemems of the Fedeta.1 procession of 8ih Jubr 
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1788 served, in some measure, >as a guide for those of the one 
which we witnessed on the 4th November last, in honour of 
the completion of our Grand Canal, I shall give no account of 
the former ; but leave my readers to form their opinion of it, 
from what they will find concerning the latter at the end of 
the next chapter, i shall therefore only observe, that it was 
splendid and numerously attended beyond what could have 
been reasonably expected, at a time when our population could 
have only been about one sixth part of that to which it amounts 
at present. And here it ought, likewise, to be mentioned that 
in the Federal procession there was one part of the celebration 
which could not have bec^isasily followed in that which took 
place in honour of the Grand Canal. The whole company 
partook of a plentiful dinner in a spacious field, on Bayard's 
farm, in and about where Bayard street now is. At the 
head, there was a table in a semicircular form,, somewhat ele- 
vated, at which were seated the members of congress, their 
principal officers, the foreign ambassadors and other persons 
of distinction, and from this semicircular table as a centre, there 
verged towards the circumference 13 other tables like the 
radii of a circle, at which the vast multitude, who composed 
the procession supposed to be between 4 and 5 thousand en- 
joyed the feast. Peace and plenty were every where predom- 
inant, and delight beamed in every countenance. So nume- 
rous a company had never sat down together .to an entertain- 
ment in this city arid from its great increase of population 
«nce that period, it is scarcely possible, that such an assem- 
blage will ever be able to find a field sufficiently spacious for 
their accommodation on this island within a suitable distance 
from the City Hall. 

On the 13th September, the Old Congress, after a pream- 
ble, stating that the constitution reported for the people of the 
United States by the convention in Philadelphia, 17th of 
Septnnber, 1787, had been transmitted to the several le- 
gislatures, and ultimately ratified in the manner therein 
declared to be sufficient for the establishment of the same, 
therefore, Rcsohedy " That the first Wednesday in March 
next be the time, and the present seat of congress (New York) 
be the place, for commencing proceedings under the said ^' 
constitution." 

This resolution was no sooner published, than arrange- 
ments were immediately made for enlarging the City Hall 
in such a manner as to afford proper accommodations for the 
meetings of the Senate and House of RepTeseti\».\AN^^^Tk.^vk 
owr iohahhantn were ^nnous, that thitiCitj %\io>3\d>M&^i^^^!<^ 
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as the permanent fieat of government, no exertions wjere omif'" 
ted to accelerate the work and to render the halls and offices 
Intended for the use of the national legislature suitable for the 
reception of that august body. On the 4th March, 17^9) the 
delegates from the eleven states, which had then ratified the 
constitution, assembled in this city, in the elegant apariments 
I have just mentioned. On counting the votes for President, 
Gkoegb Washington was unanimously elected to that dig- 
nified office, and John Adams was chosen Vice Presi- 
dent. The election thus made of the two highest officers 
of the general government, occasioned the greatest joy, not 
only here, but in every other past of the United States, and 
abundantly shewed, that these distinguished citizens were4he 
choice of the people. 
! On the 30th April, 1789? George Washington was in- 
> augurated Prkstdent of the United States of America. 
'» The ceremony was performed in the open gallery, in front of 
the Old City Hall, in the presence of several thousand specta- 
tors. The oath was administered by Chancellor Livingston. 
Several circumstances combined to render the scene pecu- 
liarly solemn. The presence of that inestimable man, who 
was universally esteemed as the deliverer of his country ; the 
impressions of gratitucU* for his many and important services ; 
the devout fervency wilh which he took the oath, and the 
loud acclamations of the admiring multitude, which followed 
at the close of tlie ceremony, when the chancellor pro- 
nounced, in a very feeling manner, " Long live George 
Washington, President of the United States ;" these 
circumstances, together with that of his being chosen to the 
most dignified office in the United States, by the unanimous 
voice of his countrymen, all conspired to place this among the 
most interesting scenes which had ever been exhibited in this 
or in any other part of the world. 



CHAPTER XL 

From the organization of the New Constitution Ath Ijtlavch 
lYS9y to the procession in honour of the completion of titc 
Grand Canal, 4th November, 1823. 

The new government being thus happily organised, coi)« 

gress proceeded more rapidly in the discharge of the arduorrs 

duties assigned them than cou\d \\avc \)^«tv Tv^w^tv^bly ex- 
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pected. Though beset wilh difficulties on every side, such 
were the indefatigable exertions of those enligtened patriott^ 
that from absolute confusion, complete order was speedily es- 
tablished. A system of finance was formed, the plan of which 
was projected by Alexander Hamilton, the first secretary 
of the treasury. The part assigned him was peculiarly diffi- 
cult ; but he performed it to admiration, and the almost im- 
mediate recovery of our nation from a state verging on bank- 
ruptcy and fixing its credit on a solid foundation, was, in a 
great mieasure, owing to the depth of his penetration. The 
State, the Treasury, and the War Departments, as well as the 
judiciary, were established and the wheels of government 
fully set in motion before the close of the first session. In fine, 
public business was conducted with so great prudence, that 
many of those who had from the most correct motives, been 
opposed to the new constitution, became its admirers. 

Although the inhabitants of this city had made every exer- 
tion in their power to accommodate the national legislature in 
a manner suited to their dignity, yet in the beginning of the 
year 1790, they passed an act for establishing a permanent 
seat of government, in consequence of which the next session 
was to be held in Philadelphia, and at the end of ten years . 
congress was to meet at ConogochequCy the spot on which a/ 
the city Washington has been since erected. Every ef- a 
fort was used by our citizens to induce congress to remain 
here 5 and many predicted, that their removal would greatly 
impede our growing prosperity. Our neighbours of Philadel- 
phia, likewise, expected ^hat their situation would be mate 
rially changed in consequence of that event. " Some of the 
blessings, anticipated in the removal of congress to this place," 
says one of their writers, " are already beginning to take effect. 
Rents have risen, and I fear will continue to rise in a shameful 
proportion.'' After stating that rents, in the outskirts of the 
city, had been lately increased upwards of ^fty per cent, 
he adds, '< Our markets, it is expected, will also be dearer 
than heretofore. Whether the advantages we shall enjoy in 
the removal of congress will be equivalent to those disadvan- 
tages to the inhabitants, .time alone will determine. I am 
convinced, however. If things go oh in this manner, a greal 
majority of our citizens will have reason to wish them well 
settled at Conogocheque, long before our ten years are ex- 
pired." What advantages or disadvantages occurred to our 
neighbours from thdr being honoured with the seat of govern- 
ment for ten years, I shall not pretend 10 ««n \ \^v)X^^>ico& Y 
Rmctptaitt, that the Joss occaaumedbytVvctXT ^«^^x\\sx^Vc^tci 
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p was not perceived hy our c'nizeas at large : nor was il, pCi' 
1^9, Telt l)y any except a fewof those who kept genleelboard- 
nig houses. 

On the 15th of July, 1790, ourcity was visiied by 28 of the 
kings, chiefs, aiid narriors of the Creek nation of Indians, 
headed by the celebrated Mr- Alexander M^Gillivrag, a m&n 
whose letters plainly evinced the strength of his understand- 
ing, and whose counige, integrity, and other amiable qualities, 
greatly endeared him to those, who had the pleasure of his 
acquaintance. Hts father, who was a Scotchman, gave him 
as good an education as could ihen be obtained in the South- 
ern stales, and his mothei' was an Indian of the Ureek nation. 
From these circumstances, he was elevated by his countrymen 
lo be their ciiiefmagistratp. and amongst them his influence 
was unbounded. The appearance of so many aborigines, as 
well as the importance of their tnission, naturally attracted 
general attention. During their stay here, which wns about a 
month, they lodged at a tavern then quite in the country, 
called the Indian King, on the banks ofthe Hudson, near the 
spot where the state prison now stands. In their intercourse 
with our InhabiiaDts, they conducted themselves in an orderly 
manner, and though there were many singularities in their 
behaviour, there was'little of thai ferocity, which is generally 
met with amongst those whom we call savages. 

Violent disputes had, for some years, existed between the 
Creeks and the inhabitants of Georgia concerning their boun- 
daries, and in consequence of mutual encroachments, the re- 
aentment of both parties had been so creaily exaited as to 
require the wisdom of the general government to prevent 
their resorting to open hostilities. To elTecl a reconciliation, 
therefore, between the contending parlies,, was an object 
which the President had greatly at heart; and to bring it 
about no mode presented itself so likely to ensure success 
aa that of prevailing on a number of the principal men of the 
Creek nation, with M'Gillivray at their head, to come to this 
' city. The United States had determined, tliat in the settle- 
t'lnent of their nflairs, they should be treated with justice aa>l 
^Bumanity ; and it was hoped, that in their journey to and 
^om their nation to ibp seat of government, they would be 
Ible to form some .idea of the extent of our power, and from 
' ice draw the important conclusion, that wa would never 
w them to encroach upon our rights or annuy our cilisenE 
l%ilh impunity. 

The Treaty of peace and friendship, between the United 
ties and Ibe Creeks having been condud^d, by Genk^~ 
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Knox, secretary at WRr, and commissioner on tlie pan of ll 
Uniled Swtes, and Col. M'Gillivray in behalf of the Cr. " 
the'vice president of the United States, both houses of 
gress, tbe hends of d<!parlment, the governor of the slate, ai 
■ a great concourse of cilisens, assembled in the cbamlier of ' 
house of representatives on iht morning of the I3tb Aag 
1790, to witness its ratification. At 12 o'clock, the president 
unci his suite, Colonel M'Gillivray, the kings, chiei's, .<nd war- 
riors of the Creek nation having liketviac arrived, the treaty 
was read in a slow and deliberate manner, after which the 
president addressed the chiefs, in a short speech, in tvh'cb he 
expressed his conviction, that the terms of the trenty were just 
OJid equal, and explaiiifd the mutual duties, which it enjoined 
on the contracting parlies. This address was conitnunicated 
to the chiefs, seutom'e by sentence, by Mr. Cornell, sworn 
interpreter, a Scotchman,* who had resided amongst thent 
for many years, and to all and eiery part of the said 
treaty, when thus explained to them, the Creeks gave an 
audible assent. This important inslruuient was then signed 
by the president and (he representalives of the Creek nation. 
A string of beads, as a token of perpetual peace, and u paper 
of tobacco to be smnkfd in remi!<nbrance nf it were pre- 
sented to Mr. M'tiillivray, who an rrctiving Ihe tobens 
made a short but pertinent reply. This being ended, all tbe 
Creeks shook hands with the president, and the whole of this 
interesting and solemn ceremony, which many of our citizens 
|well remember, iwaa concludecl with a song of peace. 

Almost immediately after the ratification of the treaty, the 
Creeks set out for the land of their nativity ; but the peace 
was not so firmly established between us iind those sons of the 
forest, as our government had fondly iiun^ined. It is much 
to be lamented, that as the Ceorgiana fell power and forgot 
right, they paid little nttenlion to tiie treaty. They then 
wished, ai they have ever since, tu get uncoiidilional posses- 
sion of tbe remaining territory of these inoli'ensive people, and 
from what we have lately seen, there is reuson to fear, that 
without any rtgard to right ar wrong, they will never desisi 
till they shall accomplish their nefarious purpose. 

We have no account of ihe yellow fever having made i(t 
appearance in this city from the year 1742 till Tate in the 
auiuniD of 1791, when it broke out in the vicinity of Burling 
slip ; and though from the advanced period of the season, at 
which it commenced, it was confined within narrow limits, 
and soon checked by the frost, it did not subside till it cut, 
fiS several respectable citizens, amoDg«\ vi\\Qn\'N%.%^< 
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AUlcolu, a native or Scotlantl, who had grentlj distJDgitisheti 
Iwnself during ibe revolutionary war. We are told, that all our 
physicians were, at thai time, unacquainted wilb the nature 
of the disease except the late respectable Dr. James Tillary, 
who had seen it in the West Indies, and the venerable Drs. 
John Cai'leton and John Bard, who remembered its ravages 
in this city in 1742. Since that lime it has visited us so often, 
that \vc have few physicians who are not well acquainted wi[b 
its appearance, character, and best mode of cure. 

On February .^ib 1793, the national assembly of France 
declared war against Great Britain and Holland. In the fol- 
lowing autumn, a bloody battle was fought off Sandy Hook, 
between the British frigate Boston and tlie French frigate 
L'Ambiiscade, the former of tvbich, having lost her eapiain, 
went to Halifax, and the latter canie up' io this city, where on 
the day following two French ships of the line and some other 
vessels of war, likewise arrived. The officers and crews of 
this squadron were highly caressed by our fellow citizens. 
Although our immortal Washington had ut>e/y issued his 
proclamation enjoining on the part of ihe United Stales a 
atrict neutrality, the partiality of the people, in general, was 
Strong in favour of France, and bad it nut been for the prudent 
and energetic measures of the executive to correct (he lorreni 
of popular opinion, we should have been plunged io that 
dreadful war, which, for so many years, deluged Europe in 
blood. 

In Ihe autumn of this year, Philadelphia was dreadfully 
afflicted by yellow fever, 4041 persons having died in the 
city, from the commencement to the termination of the 
disease. Our citizens being greatly alarmed, a proclamation 
was issued, prohibiting the fugitives from that city to land here, 
till alYer an absence from it of a certain number of days; but 
the prohibition could not be enforced. Many of the Philadel- 
phians eluded the vigilance of the guards, and several uf theoi 
sickened and died amongst us ; but our city remained fully as 
healthy as usual, during the wholeseason. In the year 17'J5, 
fattwever, the disease appeared amongst us about the fit st of 
August, and seven hundred and thirty-two persons died before 
it subsided. 

But in the year 179S, the yellow fever paid us a more 
dreadful visit than it is probable that it had ever done before ; 
and though we have been repeatedly aHlicied with it since that 
period, viz: in the years 1799, J80il, 1803, 1305, and in 
J8S2,j| in none of those yeara was productive of so dreadful 
e/lhcts. From the latter end of JuW, when it first madei^^ 
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appearance to the beginning of November, when it ceased, tbe 
deaths amounted to 2MS6, lo which mil}' be added two or 
three hundred of those who had tied — an awful number, par* 
ticularly if we consider that more than one third of the in- 
habitaots, who at that lime did not exceed 03,Ot)O, bad left 
the city. Never was the humanity of a people more con- 
spicuoui than that of the Americans on this dreadful calamity. 
From most stales in ihe Union, liberal contributions of money, 
provisions, and fuel, were poured in for the relief of the indi- 
gent. A similar spirit of philanihropy had been displayed 
towards the PhiladelphianB in the autumn of 1793. 

On 13th December 1789, the illustrious General Wash- 
ISGTOS quit this mortal existence at Mount Vernon, af^er a 
few days illness. This event occasioned great lamentation 
throughuut every part of the United Stales, and no where 
ivere the manifestations of sorrow more apparent than in (his 
city. On the 31sl December, agreeably to previous artange- 
luents, the whole of the military belonging to the city, with 
many from the neighbouring counties, the masonic lodges, the 
roost respectable societies, Ibrcigners of distinction, the Ho- 
nourable the Common Council, and an immense ccncourte of 
citiaens, joined in PaocEsaiON, from the park, where it was 
formed, through most of the principal streets lo St. Paul's 
Church. The military marched in reversed order, and with 
reversed arms to tolemn music, while the hells tolled, and 
minute guns were fired from the batter}. The whole of the 
business was conducted with the utmost solemnity, and in 
such a manner as to leave a deep impression on the minds of 
the citizens of the irreparuble loss which they had sustained in 
the death of iheir Coumon father. The procession went on iu 
Bwful stillness, and there were few indeed, in whose counte- 
nances the gloom of sadni-ss was not depicted. The Keveren<! 
tbe Cle^y walked in full dress, with while scarfs, and twenty* 
four beautiful girls, in white robes, scarfs, and turbans, strewed 
laurels as they went along. The FtJNSiiAL Ubk, whh its deco- 
rations, was supported by eight soldiers (with others attending 
for relief) upon a Bier, in form of a palanquin, six feet by 
four. This elegant assemblage of emblems consisted of a 
superb funeral urn three feet in height, a spread eagle with his 
wings drooping, and several others equally appropriate, whicli 
my limits do not permit me to mention. 

As soon as the procession had been seated in the church, 

music suited lo the occasion was performed, a prayer was 

offered up lo ihe Most. Hioh by \\ie \Uc K\^V ^c^i«t«i\*. 

Jiisuop PjtovosT, and an oratioi\ on \\\e cXvaLTOCet wn^Ww^*"' 
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of the deceased, was delivered by the lale Honourable Go u- 
VERNEVR MoRitis. After the solemn services of the temple 
had concluded, the bier was deposited in the cemetery and the 
last military honours performed over il. 

On the tilh January 1 SOO, Congress recommended that the 
22d February next (being Wasbinoton's birth day) should 
be observed asaday of mourningthronghoutthe United Slates. 
The inhabiiants of this city, notivith standing the aforesaid 
splendid procession, paid due attention to the recommenda- 
tion. In (he forenoon an eulogium on the deceased was de- 
livered by die late Rev. Dr Williau Linn, in the Middle 
Dutch church, and an oration suitable to the occasion in 
the Brick church, in the afternnon, by the Rev. Dr. John M. 
Mason. 

It is strange, ihal though the New-Yorkers then did and 
slill do profess the greatest veneration for the character of 
Washinoton, and jbougl) ll>ey have repeatedly talked upon 
the subject, they have as yet erected no monument to his 
memory. It is well, however, that by the eminent services 
which he has rendered to his country, and the uniform cor- 
rectness of his conduct, in every station, whether as a general, 
a slatesiBHn, or a private citizen, Ae has reared a taonumenl 
for kimself, which mil be far more Jurable Ihan any which 
can be formed of brass or stone, or even of adamant. 

In July 1804, our citizens were again called to mourn the 
loss of a most eminent statesman, whose residence had been 
constantly amongst us from his juvenile years till the day that 
he closed his mortal career, escept when honourably and 
usefully employed in the service of his country, either in the 
cabinet or in the held, whose loss was the more lamented 
as we well knew his many excellent qualities in private as 
well as public life, and as he left In this city his amiable wife 
a widow, and seven promising children fatherless. My read- 
ers will perceive, that I allude to the death of General Hamil- 
ton, who fell in the 46th year of his age, and in the midst of 
his usefulness, not in the course of nature, nor in the field of 
battle ; but a victim to the barbarous practice of duelling, by 
the hands of Aaxo.-i Burr, who sent the challenge, and which 
the deceased, from a mistaken sense of honour, unforlunateU 
accepted ; though on moral and religious principle! he had 
long been opposed to this savage mode of settling dilferences. 
On the morning of July 1 Ith the parties met on a secluded 
spot near the river Hudson, about half a mile above Weehawk 
'crry, N. J. On llie first fire from Burr, the general received 
Ais aiortal n-ouad ; hut it appeared tta^agtceaXi^v 1.0 m\ " 
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lion whicli lie bad expressed to his second, a few days previous 
to the tneeling, as well as fram the contents »f a written paper 
fbund amongst some others soon after his death, the general 
took no aim al his antagonist ; but discharged his pistol in a 
diSerenl direction. Immediately after his fall, he was brought 
over to ibis city, where he expired on the afiernoon of ihe day 
'following at the house of his relation John B. Chubch, Esq. 
in Robinson-street, now I'ark place. From the statements 
published by the Rev, Dr. John M. Mason and the late Right 
Bev. Bishop MooaBjbolh of whom, at hia request, visited him 
Inhislastillaessj and from the last of whom he received the ho- 
ly sacrnment, it appears, that noiwilhslanding the severity of 
Eus sufferings, he still retained the full use of hia powerful mind. 
To these gentlemen, as well as to the few others who were ad- 
mitted to see him, he expressed his full belief in the truth of the 
Christian religion, and his hopes of entering into everlasting 
bliss in and through the merits of our blessed Uedeemer. 

The melancholy tidings of the General's decease was soon 
known throughout the city, and few persons were to be seen, 
whose countenances did not express the deep sorrow, which 
ihej felt al heart. The citizens of New- York, at lea.it for a 
timBj forgot thai party rancour which hadso long separated real 
friends. But why should 1 confine ray observations to this 
city. Party rage was overwhelmed in a flood of lamentation, 
through every pari of the United States, and men of opposite 
political sentiments united in unfeigned eulogiums un the splen- 
did talents, the pure patriotism, the spotless integrity and the 
noble disinterested nature of the much lamented Hamilton. 

The citizens having determined, that there should be a 
solemn procession at his funeral, which was to take place 
on the 14lh instant, the common council resolved, that 
they would attend in a body, that the bells should be 
tolled. Sic. On the day appointed, the procession composed 
of the Militia, iheCincinnati, theKeverend the Clergy of all 
denominations, the ComraDii Council, foreigners of distinc- 
tion, the gentlemen of the bar, students of law and of the 
college, incorporated bodies, societies, &c. followed by a great 
number of citizens, moved from I'ark place, at II o'clock, 
and after proceeding in a slow manner through the principal 
streets, arrived at Trinity Church about 2 o'clock. The Hon. 
GouvRKN'EUR. Morris, with the general's four sons, mounted a 
stage, which had been erected in the portico of the church, and 
after being sealed for a short lime, he arose and delivered 

short, eloquent and truly pathetic eiii\o^aw\ w\\ Vw ii- 

ispd friend, in ir/iich he carefuUy a\o\4cd an^ e's.>jxwii\isS', 
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vhieb could have the least lendency in irritate llic nundi of 
his auditors. When he came to the close, lie pointed to the 
general's four sons, and repreaenied the situation in which hie 
family irai placed in consequence of his sudden death, in so 
feeling a manner, that lew of those who heard him remained 
unmoved. Most of them shed tears. The orator having con- 
cluded, the funeral service was then read, after which the body 
was interred trith military honours. Mis brethren of the Cin- 
cinnati caused mi elegant monument to be erected over his 

The St. Andrew's Society of this city, of which he was a 
member, his father having been born in Scotland, to natives of 
which country, and their descendants, membership is, in this 
institution, exclusively confined, caused a very handsome 
monument to be erected over the spot on which he fell. This 
remained till within these few years, when it was demoli«hed. 
Hither, since the death of Hamilton,* rash individuals had 
resorted, at dilierent limes, to settle their disputes in what they 
dneined An honimrable teay ; but the few peaceable persona 
who reside in that vicinity, greatly dislilted such visitors. 
They shuddered at ihe idea of the soil of Weehawk being 
again stained with human blood, of which ihey were appre- 
hensive that this monument might prove the innocent cause. 
It was, therefore, privately destroyed. Without such an 
apology, their conduct would be viewed in as bad a light es 
that of the Goths and Vandals of antiquity. 

Theensuingwinter wasihe raosl severe of any which we had 
experienced since that of 1780. Several personscroisedonthc 
ice from this ciiy to the Jersey shore, and ahliough they relumed 
in safely, it was certainly a hatardoua undertaking. Fuel, dur- 
ing the winter, was scarce and dear The price of a load of 
oak-wood was from S to $6. 

In the year 1803 our city was visited by the yellow fever. 
It commenced abi>ut 36th July, and continued to prevail, in 
greateror less degree, till I hv beginning of November, duiii 

" From ihc favourabl* manner in whic, 
ceaied, aame unlhioLing penom may ncci 
psrty ipirit; bul. If I know m; nwn heart, 
1 have written exactly lu I think, and tlioi 
llic time of hii runeral. will well remrmbei 
political opiniooi, witli IheHception of a i 
Ilurr, eipreiied the lery same wutimeiiti 
Ufls a man, he wa« not eienipt (Vom fnul 
of these the raib act which terminated h 
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which time 670 persoDS fell viciima to Its fury. About the 
middle of June in 1S04, the same disease broke out in the 
village of Brooklyn, between which and this city there is only 
Ihe Etist river, about three quartersof a mile in width. About 
forty persuns died of it from its commencement to the occur* 
lence uf frost. Although several of the inhabitants of thai 
village had come over to this city and died in the houses of 
their friends, our board of health knew of no instance in which 
it proved contagious to those who attended them. We re- 
mained exempt from pestilence during that season. 

In 1 805 the same scourge made its appearance in this city. 
It began about the middle of July. During the early period' 
of this epidemic, nearly all the cases look place on the Eastern 
side of the city, in Front, Water, and Pearl streets, and pr1n> 
cipally below Burling slip. They afterwards became more 
generally diiTu&ed. The alarm was great, and many of our 
inhabitants fled aoon al^er its commencement, in consequence 
of which the progress of the disease was greatly checked. 
Between the 18th July and 1st November, 230 persons fell 
victims to ihis destroyer. 1 well rememberi ihat in this year, 
the panic was much greater than it had been in 1S03. The 
many who sought safety by flight, started at an early pe- 
riod ; thus the city tVHS soon greatly thinned, and tlie ma> 
lignant spark, which had been kindled, being, in a great 
measure, deprived of the necessary fuel, could not occasion so 
great a conflagration. Immediately after the return of ooi 
fugitives, the Common Council directed a jury list to be madfrrj 
out, agreeably to " An act of the legislature for regulatine J 
trials of issues and for returning able and suflicient juriei, 1 
passed Slst March, 1801, They also caused an enumeration 
of those who had lelt the city, during the prevalence of the ma- 
lignani fever, as also of the whole number of tbe inhabiCanU 
to be taken. 
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7.47U 


509 


7,679 


Second, 
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491 
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8,860 
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fifth, 


3,452 
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1,027 


12,340 




4,224 


8,3fi7 
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8,961 


Seventh, 


2,775 




117 


15,668 


Eighth, 




4.554 


218 


4,772 






1,984 


211 


2,195 


36.y!;fi 


71 JG2 


4.ons 


75,770 



Thus aut of 75,770, the population of the whole city, in the 
year 1605, 26,996, that is, about one third of the whole, fled : 
but if I confine my observations to the tirst four wards, in 
which the number of inhabiuntj was then 32,834, do lesa than 
20,545, that is two thirds, wisely took their departure, and 
thus not only ensured tlieir own safety, but also greatly promo- 
ted that of those who remained. From an inspection of iho 
aforesaid Table, itmaybeseen, that in the flight, which then 
so |>pnerally look place, the inhabitants of the 8lh and 9lh 
wards had no share. They well knew, that from the purity of 
the air, they were as safe from the danger of the pestilence, 
which prevailed in the other wards, by following their business 
at home, as if they had resided in the Western wilderness. 

On June lOtfa I812,war was declared by the United Slates 
against Great Bri tain. The act passed the Senate, yeas 19, 
nay 1,1, and in the House of Representatives by a majnrity of 
30. On the 3d November following. Governor Tompkins, in 
bis address to the legislature of this state, made the following 
pertinent observations respecting the aforesaid proceeding 
of Congress. " Notwithstanding," says he, "differences of 
opinion may exist upon a variety of local and other subjects, 
yet in the propriety of respecting and yielding our exertions 
to support the national will, constitutionally expressed, and to 
preserve the rights, character, and honour of the American 
natian unimpaired, we must all heartily join." In this city 
there was considerable doubt in the minds of many respecting 
the necessity of our having resorted to hostilities against Great 
Brimia; tor ihoagh It was unanimously admitted, that the 



iuitirics ifIiIcIi had been heaped upon us by ihst nation weie 
highly provoking, ii was thought ihat ihe decUnition of wur 
was impohiic anj} premature, as we were (hen but little pre- 
pared fur entering In a coolest with an adversary possesied 
of so many means of distressing us ; that our itade and com- 
merce would be, in a great measure annihilated ; that the ex- 
penditure of blood and treasure would be great beyond calcnla- 
tion, while the result of all our privations and sacrifices, was 
extremely doubtful. 

But though such had been the objections of many of our 
good citizens, to the honour of the New Yorkers b»Ht said) 
thai when they found that war had been declared by our consti- 
tuted autborilies \a the manner prescribed by the constitution, 
opposition, in general, ceased, and not a few of our wealthy 
inhabitants, who had been averse to hostile measures, liberally 
contributed to the support of their country. Sometime alter- 
wards when fortifications began to be erected for the defence 
of the city, all classes united in gratuitously lending their 
helping hand. Masons, carpenters, carimen, shoemakers, and 
in 5ne men of ail trades and avocations, as well as the differ- 
ent incorporations and societies, turned out, in distinct bodies, 
to labour on the projected works, from day to day, as they 
could fiad room; for so many different botlies would fre- 
quently offer their services at one time, that they were often 
obliged to wait their turn before they could be gretilietl. 
Never did the inhabitants of any city display more zeal " 
making preparations for its defence than thoiic of New Y< 
did upon this occasion. 

Within four months after the declaration of war, there wc__ 
Cited «ut and sent to sea from this port, twenly-«ix privaleen,. 
carrying 212 guns, and 2239 men. Indeed the ocean swarm- 
ed with American privateers ; and the British commerce, in 
every quarter of the globe, severely felt the etTecIs of our 
valour and enterprise. In the short period of six months, 
319 British vessels, three of them frigates of the first class, 
others ships of war of a smaller size, and the residue valuable 
merchantmen, were either destroyed at sea or brought into 
port by our public and private vessels^ and it was estimated 
that the damage done to the Britixh commerce e.\ceeded 
$12,000,000. On lhe4th December 1812, the frigate United 
States, commanded by Commodore Decatlr, with her prise 
the British frigate MacedociaD, which had been taJceu an the 
25lh October, arrived ai New L«ndon j from whence they 
soon after came round to this port, where, it need scarcely ^ 
•Aentioned, that they were greeted wirti a mosWwMVj ^^m 
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,'In consetjuence of the gloom which had overspread the niinds 
•f our cilizens since the news of the disgiaceful surrender to 
the British of the garrisoD of Detroit, with tlm American army, 
consisting of SOOO men, by their commander General Hull,* 
on the l6th Aue;ust, they wanted something to exhilarate their 
spirits, and nothing could have more effectually answered the 
purpose than the arrival of the victorious Decatur with bis 
prize. The citizens complimented the Commodore and his 
officers to a splendid entertainment, where he had the pleasure 
of meeting with his brothers in victory, Commodore Hull 
and Captain Joneb. On the day following, the corporation 
gave a dinner to the gallant crew, exceeding four hundred, in 
the same superbly decorated hall in which their officers had 
dined on the day preceding. From thence ihey marched in pro- 
cession to the theatre, at the proper hour, the band of the 
Macedonian playing their favourite tone, "Yankee Doodle." 
Their correct and decorous conduct during the whole day and 
evening, did them great honour, and convinced our citizens 
that they could maintain the same order in the midst of nmuse- 
ment as ihey had done when conquering the enemy. 

On the 13th June 1813, a bloody engagement took place 
off Boston, between the British frigate the Shannon, and the 
American frigate the Chesapeake. The latter was taken, but 
not before her commander. Captain Lawrbncb, was mortally 
wounded, as well us Mr. LuOLow, his first lieutenant. On the 
arrival of the vessels at Halifax, they were buried with the 
highest naval and military honours. From thence their bodies 
were removed to Salem, Massachusetts, where, on August 
l()th, ihey were interred with funeral honours ; but as the 
friends and relations of (he deceased were desirous that their 
remains should be deposited in this city, where the widow ol' 
Capt. Lawrence, and the families of both resided, tbey were 
brought here by land, and finally interred in the cemetery 
of Trinity church, with thai respect which was due lo their ' 
jBierit. 

The frigate President, with three or four vessels of inferior 
force, destined for the East Indies, had been detained in this 
liarbour from the middle of December 1S13; but were so 
dosely watched by a far superior force, that ihey could not 

II eictiaaf ed, a court manial was ordered for hie 

'd at Albmir nn ihe 3d January 1814. After a 

irdice, and iCDtcociNl to 

rolutiooary servicei and 
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ce, spared bis life, Knd otdcted bit obam lo b« tt 
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escape till January 13th 1814, when all the ships except the 
Preaidein got out to sea. On the day ensuing, Decalur f*!* 
lowed, when in passing ilie bar, his ship grounded and received 
considerahle damnge. It would have been well if he had re- 
tumeU. After sailing about fifty niileb along the South side 
of Long Island, he was proceeding on his course, nhen al 

» day-break on the 15th, he discovered thai he was chased by 
four large ships, from which he, in vain, attempted to escape. 
He defended his ship as long as was consistent with propriety, 

^aad after 25 af his brave crew had been killed, and ^5 wound- 
sd, he was obliged lo yield to so vast a superiority. 

On the 1 1th February iS 5, the leng wisiied for, but very 
IDexpected news of peace, arrived in this ciiy, and afTorded 

Ftiie greatest satisfaction to men of all parties, to federalists and 
republicans, to the friends of the administratian and its oppo- 
nents, who all united in celebrating the happy evenl. On the 
very evening on which the agreeable intelligence reached us, 
our city was p'irtly illuminated, which was in a Tew days (here- 
after followed by more extensive demonstrations of joy. The 
definitive treaty of peace was agreed upon by the comuis- 
atonersat Ghent, December 24th 1824, ratified by the Prince 
Regent on the 27th following, arrived in this city on the 1 1 th, 
and at Washington on the 13th February, where it was ratified 
by the President and Senate, on the 17th following. 

In the summer of 1822, we were visited by the yellow fever. 
The disease, in that season, made its appearance in a diflerenl 
quarter from that in which it had commenced its operations in 
former years. It had formerly always begun somewhere 
on the East river, but then it was first seen in Bector-street, 
towards the North river, a part of the city which had been 
heretofore deemed peculiarly healthy. And as its devasta- 
tions were chiefly confined lo that viciniiy it was called the 
"Infected district." 

Between 17th of June, when the disease commenced, lo the 
2d of November, when it terminated, the number of deaths 
were 13S6, of which, owing to the blessing of God, on the 
timeouE and salutary measures adopted by the hoard of health 
to check its career, there were only 240 by yelhw fever. 

I now come lo an event which will long be remembered 
with pleasure by ihe inhal»tanls of this metropolis. On Sun- 
day 15th August, General La Fayette, who had for some 
time been anxiously looked for, arrived at Statrn Island, 
where he remained at ihe mansion of his excellency the Iste 
Daniel D, Tompkins, then vice president, ot \W \ii»«*.^ 
States, till the day folluwing, when he mate Vvs \i>ftJv\5i *»' 

i M 



trance into this city. To this illiislrious man, the United 
States are more indebted for that liberty and independence 
which they now enjoy, than to any individual notf living. 
His gratuitous and higlily imporlaot survicea as a Major 
General in our army, his unceasing exertions to procure aid 
from France, and his repealed and very hberal supplies of 
nioney for the use of our lialf nalted and suffering sofdiers, 
during the revohitionary war, were still fresh in the minds of 
our fellow citizens. Hence be was treated with a most cor- 
dial welcome — a degree of rapture almost bordering on en- 
thusiasm. He landed at Castle Garden amidst the acclama- 
tions of many thousands, the Tinging of belU, and the firing 
ofcannims. All the merchant and coasting vesseb in out 
harbour hoisted their colours, and the ships of war, packets 
and numerous steam boats, were decorated with flags of 
diflerent nations in the most elegant manner. In short, uo 
demonstration of joy, which the ingenuity of our citizens could 
invciil, was wanting to express the pleasure which was so ge- 
nerally felt on the arrival of this veteran hero, this distinguish- 
ed Guest of the Nalioit. at our metropolis. After tarrying 
a short time at Castle Garden, he was escorted to the Cily 
Hall, where he was received in form by the Common Council, 
and addressed in a very appropriate speech by the Hon. Wm. 
PAtn-DiNG, junr then mayor, to which he made an affectionate 
and very suitable reply. From thence he was conducted to the 
lodgings, previously provided fur him, by the Common Coun- 
cil, at Mr. Bunker's splendid hotel in Broadway. During his 
short residence amongst us, he visited our navy yard and 
garrisons, our public institutions, theatres, &c. and was every 
where received with that gratitude, to which, from his eminent 
services, he was se justly entitled. He daily kept a levee, at 
certain hours, in tlie City Hall, wheie he was incessantly 
visited by crowds iif citizens, with whom he conversed with 
great familiarity, and readily shook hands with every one, who 
came forward for that purpo.se. 

The time of his depaiture liaving arrived, he was escorted 
by a numerous detBcbmeni of artillery, infantry, and cavalry, 
to Kingsbridge, wheie they took an afFeciionate leave of their 
noble and amiable friend. Although, when he landed at this 
port, be was in the 63th year of his age, and walked lame in 
consequence of his wound, he, in the space of thirteen months, 
visited most of the principal places in the United States, rroiii 
North to South, and from East to West ; and so ardent wa% 
/lis desire to behold the vast improvements, which, since his 
, iksl visit, had taken place in every pan q( oot t:in3,vvtry, thai ■, 
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U is highly probable he travelled with more despatch and 
made greater progress than had ever been done in the United 
States by any one, whether young or old. On the 13th of 
September, after taking stn affectionate leave of the President, 
and heads of department he proceeded to the frigate Brandy- 
wine, Commodore Morris, which had been fitted up for his 
accommodation, and in which he landed at Havre November 
following. 



CHAPTER XII. 

A short account of the riscy progress, and completion of the 
Great Canal, and of the grand celebration, which took 
place in this city on that atispicious occasion. 

The citizens of this state may be proud on reading the fol- 
lowing notice taken of this stupendous work, in Blackwood's 
Magazine, a journal by no means noted for partiality to this 
country. " There does not exist, at this time, on th6 whole 
face of the earth, any district more flourishing, more improv- 
ing, more enterprising, than the state of New York. The 
great canal, which beggars to insignificance all similar under- 
takings in the old world, and wnicl^in point of extent is the 
largest line of continued labour in the world, af^er the wall 
of China, is of itself a sufficient proof and illustration of this 
faa.'^ 

TJiere is even at this period some doubt with respect to the 
person who first conceived the vast idea of uniting the waters 
of Lake Erie with those of the Atlantic ocean, by a Great 
Canal. As the Hon. Gouverneur Morris had made a tour 
through the western parts of this state in the summer of 1800, 
during which time he viewed lakes Ontario and Erie with 
great attention, ao4 made himself well acquainted with the 
soil and situation .of the different streams with which the 
western country was watered, it is highly probable that he ^ 
was the first who conceived the practicability of carrying such 
a project to a happy conclusion. He clearly foresaw the 
incalculable benefits which would result to the state when such 
a work should be finished. His expectations on this point 
>ifere undoubtedly sanguine. But it will readily be admitted, 
that it is far more easy to form correet notions of a great and 
useAd project than to put them in execution. Hence though 
he who devised the plan of our Qreat CaiiaVm«rk\&^:«iBL\sw^\!iL^« 
tiOD^ the man. who by his unceasing exetViot^^ swtxck^\x\!\^^^^^^ 
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difficulty thrown in trie way, and get it carried into completsl 
operation 19 evidently fntitkd to much more. A 

1 am Tur Trom wbhirig |a i^traci rrom the merits of Mrd 
Mi>rris ; but it may be asserted without fear of coniradictioiif 
that hud it not been for the comprelienaive genius and uai 
mitted exertions of Dewitt Clinton, our present goveini 
the grand canal which has been lately finished, would hi 
still reraaintd in embryo. It was he who proposed, and w 
after overcoming the many didiculiies which had been throwoV 
in the way, had the principal agency in bringing t 
lerrainalion this stupendous work- 

The danger and lolly of party spirit was never moreappa-J 
rent than in the early opposition to the commencement of iheV 
CRnal, which its enemies, by way of derision, denominated 1 
Clinton's big flitc/i. So long as the great erentofthe under- 1 
taking appeared doubtful, they readily allowed that he w 
soleadviaerof the measure; nnd if from any cause wh ate verij 
the plan had not been completely executed, they would bavei _ 
blamed him .without meny as the principal cause of involving 
the Slate in a very enurmoas and useless expenditure. When 
they found, however, that the work would certainly be coot- 
pleted in a less time than its friends had at first imagined, and 
IhaiCurlEiTopptiaiiion wDuldbetif noav il, they came forward 
to acknowle [ge their errdf and to appropriate to ifafmselves, tf,a 
passible, the merit of prosecuting and bringing it to a happJN 
conclusion. But in order that t ey might be able 1 ~ 
llicir purpose, it was deemed necessary to remove their chief 
commissioner- 
Air. Clinton had been a leading member of the Canal boar 
for 14 years ; he had been ever at his post anH indefaiigably ■ 
attentive to the object of his appointment, the gr^at work 
was rapidly progressing and in a short time would have been 
liiushed. At this very juncture, towards the lose of ibe session 
of 1 82 J, they removed thai gentleman from ihe Canal BoarcL^V 
Never had the proceedings of our legislature roused the asior 
Ishmcnt and indignation of our citizens so much as this did.- 
Meetings were iinmmediately called throughout The state, i 
the peopb' in general did every thing in their power tc 
from themselves the stain of in^atitude. A very n 
meeting was held in the park in this city on the 19th May 182^i 
where after appointing William Few chairman snd Johm 
Rathbone Junior, secretary., (hey unanimously passed eiel' 
resolutions, the fourth of which is in the following wi 
"Resolved, Thai we consider De Witt Clinton pre-emin _^ 
in which he lives atiAiVvaV tot 14 Tj«»« of "jub^ 
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lie service in the prosecution of the graat Northern and 
Western Canals, without salary or revard, he is tichly entitled 
to the gratitude of the people of the state of New- York, to the 
gratitude of the nation at large, since they are national works, 
and to the gratitude of posterity, since they will benefit all 
future generations." They represented his rerfioval as an act 
degrading to the state, a violation of justice, an outrage on 
public opinion and a serious injury to the highest interests 
of the state' and they declared that notwithstanding his- 
removal, their confidence in his capacity and integrity and 
their respect for .his public and private life was unimpaired. 
A committee of thirty was appointed to communicate the 
proceedings of this meeting to De Witt Clinton and to give 
them publicity throughout the state.'' 

Respecting the early difficulties, which were opposed to 
the commencement of the canal and the means by which they 
were obviated^ Mr. Clinton, thus happily expresses himself in 
his reply- to the New-York Address ^^ At the commencement of 
the year 1816, a few individuals held a consultation in thedty 
of New- York, for the purpose of calling the public attention 
to the contemplated Western and Northern Canals. The dif- 
ficulties to be surmounted were of the most formidable aspect. 
The state in consequence of her patriotic exertions during the 
war, was considerably embarrassed in her finances ; a current 
of hostility had set in against the project ; and the prelimina- 
ry measures however well intended, ably devised or faithfully 
executed, had unfortunately increased, instead of allaying pre- 
judice. And such was the weight of these and other consider- 
ations, that the plan itta generally' viewed as abandoned. — 
Experience evinces, that it is much easier to originate a mea- 
sure successfully, than it is to revive one, which has been al- 
ready unfavourably received. Noth withstanding those ap- 
palling obstacles, which weie duly considered, a public meet- ' 
ing was called, of which William Batabd was chairman and 
John Pintabd secretary; a memorial in favour of the ca- 
nal policy was read and approved and a correspondent spirit, 
which induced the legislature to pass a law authorizing surveys 
and examinations^ took place in evey part of the state.' 

On April 17th 1816, <'An act was passed providing for the 
improvoBenft OT the internal navigation of the state and an ap- 
proprilpDO ttP^20,000' was made to defray the expense of 
survey! Ac. The report of the commissioners at tbft ^ae.i;X«Kv 
sion of the Legii^M^re, respecting th^ ptocftftdiYi^^^ v^^a^ox^ 
fuet^coa^miwe^KUence/m favour of l\ie^toi^%A^c»xia^^^doA^ 
Mact wm jpossciJ, Aprils, 1817 •> \iuXm\ 'vVawsox^^xaft 
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.eclded opposition, providing funds for iiroceeding in them 
^ecution of the design, n^ich was declined to connect the At^ 
Untie Ocean jrith Lake Grit; by a Grakd Cahal, wUch was 
to hare a surface iif forty feet in breadth, declined to eighteen 
fei't nl bottom and coniaining a depth of four feet of water, suf- 
ficient for conveying vessels of more than one hundred tons 
burthen. 



The lung expected day so gtiirious for the city and stale 
with all its potnp and circumstances has passed and its inci- 
dents like the fragments of a splendid vision, are now Ousting in 
bright and glowing masses, through our imagination. But the 
pageant was too brilliant and 'he scenes too various for the 
memory (o retain more than certain vague impressions, no 
less heniitiful than indistinct. Thise who saw the magnifi- 
cent scenf, will, at once, admit that it cannot be painted in 
language, and those who had not that happiness must content 
themselves with the assurance, that our best endeavours to 
convey to them an adequate iden of its grandeur will fail. 

Tbp pjsnA fleet arrived in our tratprs from Albany ab»ut 
5 n'cliick in the morning and came too near the Sl^>te Prison. 
The roar of cannon and the merry peala of our numerous hells 
greeted thesunasheruseinacloui'Jesssky. In a few moments 
afterwards, signals were given by the ting ship, and the various 
flags, banners and aiher decorations were run up, as if at the 
command of a magician. The fleet consisted of the Chancel- 
lor Livingston, Captain Lockwood, under the special direction 
of Charles Rhinu Esq. acting as admiral, assisted by Com- 
modore Wiswall, hnving in taw the elegant canal packet boat 
"The Seneca chief, of Buffalo," the Constitution, captain Bar- 
. tholomew, having in tow the Rochester boat "Young Lion of 
' ibe West" on board of which .iniong other productions of thr 
West, were two living wolves, a fawn, a fox, four racoons, and 
two eagles. Other boats regularly followed, the names of 
which my limits do not permit mf to mention. All these vessels 
havin? got in their proper places, the new and superb steam 
boat Washington, Captain E. S. Bunker came tip, bearing the 
great banner of the corporation, representing in darb figuies 
the arms of the city upon a snow while ground, "niis is a 
boaloflatge dimensions, beautiful model and superbly finish- 
cd throughout, uniting all (h^ impYoenienU vn Bteam boat ar- 
«6/reetu«. She was decorated in a mote sm^A uutotvm *«i.ia 
'^n possibly be described. SYie TWiaWti^w^^*^*^*^^*'' 
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cdlor and a commiltee of the corporation with a commiltee of 
otSceu of the Governor's guard came on board tu lender his 
Excelleocy ihdt congratu la lions on his arrival in our naien 
from those of Lake Erie. In performing this dut j , Alderman 
Cowdrey delivered the following address ; — 

"Qtatlemen, — Upon this auapicioun occasion, when the 
Grand Lakes of North America are, by means of our canals, lo 
be united with the Ocean and in consequence of this, the stale of 
New York is to become more than ever, a connecting and im- 
portant member of ihe American confederacy, we are deputed 
by ihe corporation of the cily of New York, in behalf of them- 
selves and 1 heir constituents, to welcome you lo their shores and 
waters, to reciprocate your congratulations and to request your 
acceptance of iheir most cheerful hospitalities. Tiie accom- 
plishment of this interesting object, to the commemoration of 
which we are indebted for your visit will in future ages, be 
amongst the must splendid efforts of genius. 

" Hnw many months and years of profound study and ap- 
plication on the part of some ofnur wisest citizens were ex- 
pended before the mighty project was matured and all the 
springs of action necessary lo bring it into perfection lully ar- 
ranged and sysiemiKf d, it is impossible now to cnlculale or 
(leicrmine. What new calculations favourable to the growth 
and prosperity of this section of the empire are to take theii:, 
rise from this iiagnilicent work and shed their benign effects 
upon the present and future generations, it is equally impassi- 
ble to conjecture and can unly be ascertained by the lapse of 
time. 

" Bui we may rest well satisfied, that as it is tbe product of 
the most comprehensive intellect, and of the most lofty pat- 
riotism, it is calculated to eitend and multiply the advantages 
of extem&l and international commerce and the essential inter- 
est of agriculture and the mechanic arts nnd more especiully. 
as it is lo rentier this chain of the union stronger and bright- 
er, so will its projectors nnd friends receive the blessinL's 
nf their cotempoiaries and of poaterily, and their names be en- 
rolled liy the faiihlul pen of history, as public benefactors. 

"We repeal to you nurcongralulntions, gentlemen, that we are 
permitted to join ynu in celebrating the union of the Northern 
and Western frontiers whh our Atlantic seaboard and we in- 
voke the great father of the waters and of the land, and who is 
the maker and lord of all things to smile upon our iindcrtakin;; 
iind upon alt the concerns of our beltwedcoiMiW^;" "ioyaxO^ 
ihf Governor made the following ie^\') ■. 

■'TAeccngrafDlaioryadiiressoUVtoTvaTa.tiCi^*^**'^*-"^ 
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Mew-York, on the completion of the Erie and 
canals has been received by llie several persons 
lo vhich ii htis been presented with the most prolbund respect 
and witb tbe most cordial reciprocation. In oflering to yon 
our relicitatioM on an occasion so honourable to the intelli- 
gence, and patriotism of tbe people of this stale, we can add 
but little lo tbe forcible views, which you have taken of this 
consunintation. 

auspicious influence on the interests of agriculture, 
nanufactures and commerce ; on the duration uf ibe union of 
steles; on the elemental principles of social prosperity, it 
measure of the first importance and will be felt and recog- 
nized as such by all future times. Tbe gratifications natural- 
ly associated with tbe celebration of ibis event are greatly en- 
lianced by its inlimaie connexion witb, the prosperity of tbe 
cily of Hew York. 

Standing near the confines of ibe ocean and now connected 
by navigable commuLilcatiuns with the great lakes of the North 
and West, there will be no lim its lo your lucrative extensions 
of trade and commerce. The vaJley of the Mississippi will soon 
pour its treasures in this great emporium, through the chao-- 
nels now formed and forming anil wherever wealih is tii " 
acquired or enterprise can be attempted, ibe power and caj 
city of your city wiH be fell and its propitious influence 
man happiness be acknowledged. 

The raunificence, which has distinguished the citizens uf 
NeW'York, in liberal appropriations for education, charity and 
public accommodation evinces ihe wisdom, public spirit and 
energy of its constituted authorities and reflects honour tipoii 
our country, of which it forms a most important portion and 
every measure, which tends lo enlarge tbe spbere of your use- 
ful operations and to increase your means of dispensing good, 
will we trust, always be hailed as of primary importance by ibi^ 
good people ofthis state. 

We entreat you to accept of our best acknowledgments 
for your kindness and for your arrangements on an occasion, 
so worthy of thehuspiinlity and munificence of this great anii 
opulent city and we most humbly implore the choicest visita- 
tions of the blessings of heaven on you and your coostiluents." 

Not the least pleasiug of this morning sceDe was ibe packet 
ship Haralei, captain Canoleb prepared by the Marine and 
Nautical Societies, appearing at Sun rise in the North River, 
superbly dressed in llie fags of vaiious nations. She made « 
""ft spUodid appearance, dating ^z-tiMiR&v^. 
At b^ir past S 9'clock, the i:orpoiatA«n V^^.^* vYiwi ^t^vs 
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assembled in the city HaR' and proceeded to the steam boats, 
Washington, Fulton and Providence statiokied at the foot of 
Whitehall street; At the same place was the Commerce 
Capt. Seymour with the elegant safety barge Lady Clinton* 
This barge With the barge Lady Van Ranselear had been 
set apart for the reception of ladies* and their attendants. 
The Lady Clinten was decorated with a degree of elegance^ 
which was equally delightful and surprising. From stem to 
stern, she was ornamented with evergreens, hung in festoons, 
and entwined with roses of different hues, and many other 
beautiful flowers. In one of the niches of the upper deck 
was the bust of Governor Clinton, with a wreath of laurel and 
roses. . 

A few minutes after nine, the ^eet from Albany as before 
mentioned led by the flag ship of the Admiral, followed by 
steam boats and other vessels came round from* the North and 
proceeded up the East river, to the Mavy Yard, \\here salutes 
were fired and the sloop of war Cyanne was dressed in the col- 
ours of all nations. While th^ commander was signalizing ti)e 
various vessels, and they were manoeuvering to take their sta- 
tions, the spectacle was beautiful beyond measure. Long be- 
fore this time, however, our city had been pouring forth her 
tens of thousands. Castle Garden, the battery and every a ve- 
nue to the water was crowded beyond description. Theshipa 
and vessels in the harbour were filled even to fheir rising and 
round tops ; and the movements in forming the order of the 
aquatic procession afforded a fine opportunity of observing the 
several vesse Is in every advantageous and imposing situation* 
Every thing being in readiness the fleet moved down the bay 
in theunost beautiful order. 

They proceeded to the United States schooner Dolphin, 
moored within Sandy Hook, where the ceremony of uniting the 
waters of Lake Erie and the Atlantic was performed. The 
boats were formed in a circle around the schooner and Gover- 
nor Clinton performed the ceremony by pouring a keg of the 
water of Lake Erie into the Atlantic, upon which he deliver-^ 
ed the following address : 

^^The solemnity at this place oh the first arrival of vessels 
fronn Lake Erie is intended to indicate and commemorate the 
navigable communication,' which has been accomplished be- 
tween our M editeranean seas and the Atlantic ocean in about 
eight years, to the extent of more than 425 miles by the wisdom, 
public spirit and energy of the people of the state of ^^^'^ 
York 5 and may the God of the Heavens awd \Vv€i ^«t!^ ««i^^ 
mosi propitiously on tbiB work and rendex*it*v^as^\^>fc^>^^^^^^ 
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best interest of the human race." i>r. Mitchill tke'n poured 
the contents of several vials containing the ^t«rs of the Elbe 
and many other rivers into the ocean and delivered a long ad- 
dress which will appear in the Appendix. 

Salutes were then fired from the Revenue Glitter, the pilot 
boats and several of the steam boatsj and the nautical pro- 
cession returned to th^ city about 4 o'clock, Iflien the corpo- 
ration and the several parties, that accompanied them, landed. 
At this time, the city societies were on the Battery, where 
they had just arrived after a long march through our principal 
Streets neady in the following order. 

1st. Tailor's Society with banners, &c. 

2d. Bakers with white hats, appropriate banners, &c, 

3d. Coopers, a car, bearing a stage, on which were hien at 
work, making casks &c. the members having badges, &c. 

4th. Butchers preceded by a trumpeter — ^then a. car deco- 
rated tastefully with green branches, on which was a steer ; but- 
chers on horseback in white aprons, with checked sleeves, bad- 
ges, &c. A two decked car drawn by six horses decorated 
beautifully and followed by butchers mounted and dressed as 
the first. This society made a fine appearance, as there 
were upwards of 500 members present. 

5th. Tanners — a car drawn by 4 horses, on which were 
men at work. 

6th. Curriers with badges and banners. 

7th. Skinners — a car drawn by 4 horses, with men at work. 

8th. Combmakers — a car, on which were men at work, the 
society walking with badges and standards. 

9th. Shoemakers — a car drawn by 4 horses, on which were 
8 men working at their trade. 

10th. Hatters — a very large car, drawn by 6 horses. On 
tiie stage there were men at work, at every branch of the busi- 
ness, the kettle with several men busy around it, occupying the 
centre of the shop. This society displayed many beautiful 
and very appropriate banners, among which was one having 
Washington's likeness and another that of De Witt Clinton 
painted and trimmed in a rich and tasteful style. 

1 Itli. Stone Masons and 12th House Painters with badges 
and banners. 

13th. Stone Cutters with white aprons, badges and ban- 
ners. 

14th. Chair Makers, exhibited several beautiful specimens 
of chairs highly decorated and many elegant banners. 
15th. Saddlers preceded by a white horse, with a superb 
saddle, 2 cream coloured horses V\lVi\iea\x'C\^v)\^'\^V^^x!kud 2 
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villi elegant harness, all led by blat^ks dressed i| 
Aft Turkish costume, and ihe rear Mas closed by the apprefl 
(ices of ihe trade. 

16th. Shipwright* and Calkers. A car drawn by S hi 
sts bearing the model of a large &hip of war. The officers ai 
crew were personated by boys in approiiriate dresses. " 
ours were dislpayed in various parts of the vessel, nnd n 
vous banners having on them the names of our most celeLrated 
naval ofiiaers were borne at the side of ilie car. 

li'lh. The Boat Bailders had a model ofa boat borne by a 
carrier and another drawn by horses. A car drawn by 4 hor- 
ses contained two half finished boats of considernble 
which workmen were employed, while smoke issued from ll 
chimney where they warped their ptank /nd timber. 

l&lh. The PiloU with badges and bannei^. 

19th. Ollicers of the Arm3 and iMavy. 

20lh. Grand Lodge — members richly dressed bearing tbs^ 
emblems, jewels andinsignia of their order ' 

2Ist. The Corporation with their guests including the gov- 
ernor and lieutenant governor. 

22d. The New York Fire department was represented by 
8 companies, No. 20,43,5,13,41,22,7 and 4 with their 
engines and several hook and ladder companies with their im- 
plements raised aloft and handsomely decorated. The appear- 
ance of these engines was beautiful in the extreme. They 
were highly polished and ornamented with various devices 
and at great expense, drawn by four horses each and ac- 
companied by splendid banners, models &c. These were fol- 
lowed by the Fire Wardens with their insignia and a large 
banner. 

23d. The Tin Plate Workers had a cat 
l^^ses, with a madel of some of the locks o 
l^fboat, barge &c. made of tin. 

24th. The Printer's Socielif had a car drawn by 4 horses. 
on which were mounted 2 printing presses of roost exquisiti: 
workmanship. On the stage was Mr. James Oilam, the 
oldest printer in this city, sealed in Dr. Franklin's arm chair. 
The presses worked many thousand copies of an ode written 
Ibr the occasion by S. Woodworih lisq. (see Appendije) which 
. Were distributed, by two mercuries and two heralds. They 

fd two superb banners, painted by John R. Smith Esq. 
25th. I'Ae BooA Binrfers had a large volume bound in rcil 
>rocco and gilt and labelled "Erie Canal SiatLstics." 
2Gth. BookseRera and Stalionen with nn elegent hanvA\- 
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knowledge." On her left a |nle of voldnMS, one of which was 
entitled the ^ < Wetleni Canals/' with man j other hig^y appro- 
priate embelliahments. 

27tli. Tie CMUut Makers ezhilMted manjr beautiful min- 
iature specimens of their art, decorated with' flowers Ssc. borne 
by members of the society. The banners were elegant and 
aj^propriate. ' 

28th. The Coppermmiis had rear drawtf by 4 white horses. 
Tn the centre was representedaline of the canal with locks and 
workmen engaged on both sides. 

The officers of the army and naTy, those from West Pouit 
and the Governor's guards in their elegant uniform made a 
most splendid appearance. 

The Students of Columbia Coll^^ were dressed in their 
gowns. Their banner, which was very fine, was designed by 
John R. Smith, Esq. 

Bendes the above there many bther societies joined in the 
procession, which roomnloes not permit me to specify. 
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Situation, extent, boimdaries, local adoaataget,^. 

The city stands on what was formerly called Manhaltan, 
lut now Nea-Vork hlaad. It 'n situated in 40° 42' N. lat. 
I <w)d 74" 0' 45' W. Ion. from Greenwich near London, or S^ 
14' 15'' E. from the city Washinglon. 

The limits of the city and county are of equal dimensions. 

J -Tbey have the same courts of common pleai and general sea- 

I laions of the peace, and elect the same members of assembly. 

\ >At present, that branch of the elate legislature consists of 128 

Vinembers, of whom this city and county send ten. The 

P island is about 15 miles in length from N. to S.and in breadth 

I. to W. varies from little more than a quarter of a mile 

' to about two miles. The average widih may be estimated at 

a mile and a qtiarter. It Is separated on the N. from the con- 

linenlal part of the slate by Harlaem river, over which are 

three bridges, vis : those of Harliem, M'Comb's, and King's 

bridgft ; from New Jersey on the W". by the rivei Huijson ; 

from Staten Island on tiie S. by the bay or harbour, and from 

Long Island on the E. by the t^ast river. 

The soil of the Island is greatly diversijied in quality, 

though a great pan of il is a light sand, or sandy loam ; but it 

is different towards tlie North where it ii of a better quality, 

iind where there are some elevaiiona, w\ivt\v\iKi'!i VKSi^wos*- 

2* ^^^^ 



minaled Heights. The face of the lapd was formerly strong- 
ly marked by crags and vnllies, hills and dales, insulated 
rocks and marshy inlets, whicli characterize a raariiime coun- 
try, where granite prevails. Bui by vast labour and expense, 
much of the original roughness has been removed, and the 
surface smoothed as far as »as desirable. Many such regula- 
tions are still going on in the outskirts of the city, hundreds 
nf carimen have, for upivaids of twenty years, been con- 
stantly employed in this business, and the quantity of earth 
which has been taken fr<iRi one plaiie to antithcr for the 
purpose of levelling hills and filling up swamps, is almost 
incredible. The good work of improving the city is still 
carried on with imceasing vigour, and those who have engaged 
in it, will, in a few years, be amply repaid for their expendi- 
tures. Notwithstanding the forbidding aspect of the ground, 
such has been the etertions of our citizens, that the agriculture 
ia highly honourable to those engaged in it, and the hor- 
ticulture b conducted in a degree of excellence, equal, if not 
superior, to any in this country. The quantity of cultivated 
land, was, agreeably to the last census, 5785 acres. 

There are several villages lying to the northward of the 
compact part of the city, of which the principal are Green- 
wich, at a distance of about one and a half miEes from ihe City 
Hall. Here is the State Prison, of which notice will betaken 
hereafter. Still farther to the north are Bloomingdale, Manhat- 
tanville, and Harlaem. There are also a number of country 
seals on ilie island, which are built in so elegant a manner as 
to reflect great honour on the taste of their proprietors. 
Elgin garden, while it belonged to Dr. Hosack, was well de- 
serving of notice, as it might be considered as by far the best 
botanical garden in the United States ; but since it was 
sold to the state, in the year lSl'2, it has almost been en- 
tirely neglected. 
I The city of New- York, or the compact part of it, (fur the 
k dty comprehends the whole island, as well as a few small 
■ islands in its vicinity,) extends from the battery along the 
r Hudson river about two miles, and along Ihe East river be- 
tween two and three miles. The streets of the old part, at 
the South end nf the island, are in general irregular, narrow, 
crooked, and badly adapted to the comfort of the inhabitants 
ur the elegance of the city. Our Common Council have of 
late years, done much to obviate these inconveniencies, by 
straightening a number of crooked streets, and widening 
seven} which were narrow. These improvements have been 
/ittended with heavy expenses ■, baWVioae ^W W"«t! ta ^j' , 



for iheni, Ho not complain, us ihe value of their property ha^ 
thereby been greaily enhaDced. All ihe northern part was 
■ ' ■ [ in a judicious manner, in the year 1800, by three 
ssioners appointed for the purpose, and evpry new 
I'ltreet mttsi be formed in the precise spot prescribed in n map 
' prepared by ibeir direction, and published by order of the 
on Council in 1801. This map, which is a complete 
ion of the intended streets and improvements, also 
includes the projected works lo be completed on the East 
,and Hudson's river, from the shores as they then were, lo 
' the line of limitation, after which all future encroachments 
I ■hall cease. 

Many of the intended streets will be very spacious, run in 
f Mraighl lines from river to river, and be intersected at right 
I angles, so thai the time cannot be discani, when the new part 
I «f our city will surpass the old in taste, comfort, and conve- 
' luence. At present, the surface of (he city has a gentle aace ill 
from the Hudson and East rivers, which terminate in a hand- 
e elevation, and every where overlooks its sloping sides, 
commanding a fine view, both on the right and lei>, of the 
rivers above mentioned, as well as of the shipping and the 
opposite shores. From the S. W. corner of the battery, 
Droadnay, the most elegant and spacious street «hich we now 
have, eitends in a N. E. direction, to the distance of two 
miles, where it forms aJunctJon with the Bowery. This street 
lies along the aforesaid height, at nearly an equal distance 
Irom the noble streams which lave the commercial metropolis 
of the United States. Greenwich-street also commences at 
Ihe battery, is the third from the Hudson river, and extends 
upwards of two miles to the commencement of the 9th avenue. 
Waahin^tun street, the second from the said river, runs paral- 
lel (o vireenwich-street, and is nearly of the same length. 
Peart-streei, which now comprehends those streets which were 
formerly known by the names of Duke-street, Hanover-square, 
Queen -street, and Magazine-street, is a place of considerable 
business. It extends, by an irregular and circuitous course, 
from the Battery to Bruadway, directly opposite the Ciiy 
Hospital. But Wall-street is peculiarly worthy of notice, as 
in it business is transacted lu a vasUexIent. It eitends from 
Broadway, in front of Trinity church, to the East river. In 
this street, the Custom-house, and most of the. banks and in- 
surance offices are located. Here the greater part of our 
respectable brokers have their offices, and here at the corner 
of Waler-slreet is the Tontine CotTee-houae, wl«cl\\s^'a-« -asftSi. 
by our merchants as an Eschatige, ai\A ow "Cftft ■i'i*<S\ vA^^ 
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between William and Pearl-streets, that splendid edifice to be 
denominated " The Mbuchants' Excbanob," b now build- 
ing, in which so gient progress has already been made, that 
it will most prvbably be opened in a few months. There are 
other streets which deserve attention, but my limits compel me 
to brevity. 

The bay is about nine miles long and three wide. From 
the ocean at Sandy Hook to the city, at the head of the bay, 
is 28 miles. The usual tides are about six feet, and the water 
is of sufiicient depth 10 float the largest vessels in the world; 
and the most numerous fleets, can be moored here in safe- 
ty, where they lie well secured from winds and storms. A 
peculiarity of situation gives to New York a commanding su- 
periority for navigation ; for besides its contiguity to the 
ocean, the cold of winter has less i:ire< t upon the waters of its 
harbour thi>n on those of several southern ports, such as Phila- 
delphia, Baltimore, and Alexandria, which in severe win- 
ters are obstructed by ice, while we experience little or no 
interruption of that kind. The openness of the port, during 
winter, may be attributed to the greater ebb and flow of 
the tide, and alto to the uncommon rapidity of the currents. 
The strength of these, in ordinary tides, and more especially 
when agitated by storms, is sufficient to lend the most solid 
ice, and reduce it to fragments. Our whole harbour was 
covered by a solid bridge of ice in the winter of 1780-81 ; but 
we have seen nothing of the kind since that period, and the 
severe wmter of 1804, which completely blocked up many of 
the northern and southern pons, occasioned little inconve- 

When we consider the great extent and security of our har- 
bour, and that the ingress or egress of vessels, even of the 
largest size is seldom prevented by ice, during the most 
severe winters, and, at the same time, take into consideration 
the immense and increasing navigation of the Hudson and 
East rivers, the vast extent of the fertile regions to the West- 
warit, which must fur ever pass through these channels, and the 
great augmentation to our trade which will certainly follow 
the ccTnpletion of the Grand Canal, we ore lost in astonish- 
ment when we contemplate the future grajideur of this com- 
mercial metropolis of America, 

At the commencement of the late war between (his eountrj 
and Great Britnin in 1812, our city and harbour were in so 
feeble a slate of defence that our formidable enemy niight have 
easily blasted our enviable prospects. But during the war 
and s>ace its lermiaation, they ha\e >«cii iortifted at 
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Who us expsnae and in su compleie a munnner tli<kt ii b beliisved a 

^p^llli about fiiur or live thousand men to man the difiVreni workl J 

E'Sl vigorous nlleiiipt might be made agaiii.-t the most powerftd 1 

I Invader. 'I'he following are the Tortifications which haT^ 

I been erected fir the diTeace of this ci<y and harbour. lt£ 

L^The North Batlery, on ibe banks of the Hudson river, about 

I one mile Io the northward of the JJflHery.* 2d. Fort Col um- 

L'feiHr on Governor's Island, about half a mile S. from the cily. 

BM. Castle William, a strong stone foriresK, on a projecting 

Bt olflt of the same island. 4lh. A :(tar fort of compact ma- 

Knnry on Bedlow's Island, which lies about a mile to the 

■Westward of Governor's Island. 5th. A circular battery on 

wIEllis's Island, about one mile S. W. from the battery. 6th. 

Fori Uichmond, on Slalen Island, S miles below the city, just 

on the water's edge, at (he narrowest point of ihe passage 

between Long and StMen islands. It is a strung work of hewn 

stone, and well supplied with all the apparatus of war. 7tlt. 

Fort Tompkins, on a considemble eminence directly in the 

rear of the preceding, iiilh. Fort Hudson, at a small distance 

below fort Kichinond. 9lh. F"ort La Fayetle, formerly fori 

Diamond, the most powerful of any which has been construct* 

ed for our defence, ties in the Hudson river, about 200 y&rdsi 

from Long Island. It is buill on made ground on a shoal, 

which could only be seen at low water. All these forts 

are provided with magazines, cisterns, and barracks, and 

some of them with furnaces for heating shot. They art 

placed in the most eligible situntiuns, and when necessity 

shall require, ^00 heavy cannon may be placed on them to 

advantage, il>nce, if we should be again unfortunately 

involved in war, which God forbid, we shall have less 

reuson to dread the attacks of an enemy than we had during 

tl.e last war. 

Our city GovBuMUtMT, Thadb, CoMMEacE, Manoeac- 
TUBES, &c. &c. will hereafter be noticed under appropriate 
heads. 

WARDS. — The city is now divided into twelve wards, ol 
which the following abtracl of " An Act to equalize and in- 

* Tie Batlery, Ibough no longer utcc 
rurmcr name. Jl elood on tlie S. corn, 
ence of iheEaul and Hiuliou riven: bul 
lieen laid out >a wulki, urimmcDled nil 
leatt as agreenlil* a promeaiide at is (n 
C>lll( CliolDii OD the S. W. point o( ll 
ur; for Ihe purpose Ibr which it WKt v 
'ilo a rety agieeahle place for retie 
w «JW CaMe Qardtn. 
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For defence, ttlll reluini i;t 

of Iheiiland, atihoeonflu- 


tlirut.9 and tnes, nail ii ai 
1- fuund in >he UnKed SlMc- 
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150 WAkDB. 

create tie number of Ward* in the City of iVcio-FwA, p „ 
erf jiprit I6IA, 1823," describes the respective buimdariei. ' 

Tlie First fVard comprebeads that part of the ciiy which 
lies between tbe Ballery and a line running Troin tliii- Hudson 
river through Libeny-street and Maiden-lane ta iheEast river. 
It also includes Nutten, Bedlow, Bucking, and the Oyster 
Islands.* 

The Second {yard runs along llie easterly bounds oftlic 
First Ward, irorathe East river lo Broadtvay, through Broad- 
way to Chatham'Streel ; from Chathani'Streetihrougl) Spruce 
ttnd Ferrv-streeis to the East riv^er ; thence along the Lasl 
river to the place of beginning. 

The 'i'hird Ward is comprehended between Liberty and 
Reed -streets, the Hudson river and Broadway. 

The Fourth iVard is bounded on the S. W. by the Second 
Ward; on the N. E. by Catharine-street , on the East by 
the East river, and on the West by Chatham-street. 

Tiie Ftftk Ward lies between Reed and CaaaUslreels, 
Broadway and the Hudson river. 

Tbe Sixth Ward begins at the corner of Reed-street and 
Broadway; thence ilirougli Broadway to tjrand-streei, through 
Grand-street to the Bnwery road ; ibrou^h the Bowery road 
to Chatham -street ; through Chatham-si reel to Broadway, and 
from thence up Broadway to the place oi ti<=giniiing. 

The Seventh Ward is comprehended between Catharine 
and Grand streets ; tbe East river and Uivisinn-slrcets. 

The Eighth Ward runs from the Hudson river through 
Canal-street to Broadway; through Broadway to Grand-st. 
jgh .Grand-street to the Bowery i-oad , through [he Bowe- 
" ■ " ■ " et ; through Houston and Hammersley 

iver, and from thence along the wester- 
place of beginning. 

>s between Houston and Hanimei'sley 
Fourteenth-street on the S. F. : and 



ry road t« Houston'-s 
streets to the Hudsor 
ly banks thereof to ll 

The m«(A Ward lie 
steeetsontbe N. W.; 
between the Bowery road and Hudson ri 
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Long Iiland, nur ihe caunly or Bergen, io Ncn-Jeney, uerpUHted 
from Ibe eirf liy the middle of riren or cliBDuelg in tbe uiual na; ; liut 
by a line dnwn along low water nmk on (heir respecfive ihorei, maA 
Ihe lilsndt here menlioned conatilote ■ pail of the first ward; while 
Blackn-cll'i, Parnell's, and wme irther amall islandi near Hurlgat.^ 
tielong lo the I2th Ward. Tfeu dicinan, according <u our cbarler, has 
'~~'f been io diepate between I hli and oar gistei state, anJ h m ' 
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^Tbe Tenlk Ward n bamided by Grand and Rivingtol 
Itreets, and by the East river and tbe Bowery road. 

The Eleventh (FardWcs between Rivington and FuurteeothJ 
streets, and the East river and the Bowery road. 

Tbe Twelfth h^ard coniprebends all the remaining par 
of the city and county. 

Remarks on our Population. 1 shall close this chapl 
with some observations on our population, not only as it now is ; 
but likewise, as it has been at dilTerent periods, since the first 
settlement of our city, it is well known, that the cily of New- 
Vork, oras it was originally called Fort Amsterdam was found- 
ed by the Dutch in l629| since which lime, few if any of the 
cities now in existence, have increased with so great rapidi 
Oflhe number of settlers then brouglil to this island, we b&v$j 
no information ; but they could not have been many, as we fii 
that according to the first enumeration on record, v'm : in I 
year 16(^7, iliey only amounted to 4082. In ]7'^(t*wehad 
10,768 whites and £272 persons of colour making a total of 
13040. For the year 1771 ow inhabitants were 21,863 and in 
178f>, 23,filtf. And here it may be observed, that from 1771 
to 17Sfi, a period of fifteen years, our incfeascin popular 
was only 1,744; but let it be remembered, that during aevi 
of these years, the growth of our city was greatly impeded I 
the revolutionary war. ]n 1790, the number of our inhal 
tanu was 33,131 ; in 180(), 6(),489 ; in 1805,73,770 
1808,83,^30; in ISIO, 100,619; in 1820, 133,706 and 
1826,166,085. 

Upon the rapid and regular increase of our population, it 
may not be improper to indulge in a few reSecliuns. Jn the 
year 1805, the number of our inhabitants was 73,770, and in 
1S25, 16(;,0H5 from which it appears that in these twenty 
years, our population after having doubled, left an overplus of 
14,685, and if we shall merely double our number, dur- 
ing the next twenty years, and this may be reasonably 
expected, it will in the year 1845 amount to 332, 170, and 
supposing it to increase in the same ratio, during the twenty 
years then ni'XiK'en suing, in the year 1865, our number 
will amount to 564,340. Without going into any further 
calculations on the subject, it almost amounts to a certainly, 

sppFBTcd thai llie numliet of whitea wai 83,323. and orpvrBao<L <it-L>:\.- 
Dur 13,543, making the entire number in \\v« pToiwce (,™.« >S\e ■iVt.ve 
—^Kew-Yotk. DO more than 96,1661 l^ie cii.3 \n v^e ij^ts.w.'. ■«'» 
t) nearly cootaini twice as Dtkny. 
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132 EltUftKS ON OOK FOFDLATIOM. 

that ualeu we iball be afflicted with war, peititeace, funiiie; 
earthquakes, or lome other dreadful visitation of Divine Pro- 
vidence, we shall, U the close of ihe present centurj', nat only 
equal } but far surpass either of the great cities of Lontlon or 
Paris, in population, trade, commerce, navigation, arls, 
sciences. Sec. 

Let us now inquire, in what direction ihe augmentation to 
the number of our inhabitants is most tiicely to lake place and 
what precautionary measures, it will be necessary, for our 
Common Council to adopt in consequence thereof. In the 
first three wards the inhabitants amount to 2S,044. Now the 
Third ward is tMunded on ihe North by a line from Broadway 
through Reed'Street to the North River and the second by a 
line running from Chatham thraogh Spruce Street, Sx. to the 
. East River. The first of these tines is two blocks to the North 
Eastward of the City Hall and the other, one bloclc to the 
South Westward. But let us suppose for the sake of fixing 
upon a certam noted spot, thai the first three wards lie be- 
tween the battery and a line drawn in front of the Ciiy Hall 
and extending from River to River, it would follow, that be- 
tween the battery and that building,'there are 28,044 inhabi- 
tants and that theremaiiMng 138,041 are above it. In that 
portion of the city however, it is obvious, that the number of 
buildings will not be Intfreased. Old houses may l)e pulled 
down and new ones erected ; but such is ihe eligibility of that 
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J OUtt POPULATIOK. TS9 

Under these circumstances, it docs not require the gift sf pro- 
phecy to foresee that our Common Council will find it necessarj 
to erect anew City Hall in a mure convenient situation. It may 
be said, however, that it will be soon enough to take the sub- 
jea into consideration when the eiigency shall have actually 
arrived. This J9 an absurd opinion ; for who does not know 
that a piece of ground may now be bought, at a much less price 
than it will he possible lo purchase it for ten or twelve years 
hence. It gives me pleasure to learn that the Curomon Council 
have it new under consideration to fix upon a suitable place 
for a military parade ground. This is certainly a most de 
sirable object ; for our militia, punlcularly those m uniform, ij 
a body of men, who from their seal to make themselves i ~ 
quainted with the an of war, and a thorough knowledge 
military tactics, so that, when their services may be wanted 
defend their country in the hour of danger, they may be able 
to act in (he most effectual manner, are not only entitled to 
the greatest applause j but, likewise, to every suitable en- 
cDiiragemenL It is earnestly to be wished, however, that the 
early location of such other public squares as may be neces- 
sary will meet with due attention. But on lliis we have no- 
thing to fear, as the improvement of the city has been for 
many years, and aiill continues lo lie the favourite object wil'^ 
our Common Council. 

In a city so great, as tliis seems desirneJ to be, at 
distant period, the laying out of public squares in siiitabl 
places will be found not only ornamental ; but highly cot 
ducive to the convenience, comfort and health ofthe public!) 
general ; particularly of the poor and those, who 3 
led circumstances. During the sultry heat of ih 
the lich can retire with tlieir families to their country seals: 
while the poor and many otheis, who cannot leave their bul 
iness, are dtrbarred from that enjoyment. Bui if a number i 
public squares or piices of ground in any other shape, laiil 
out in handsome walks and ornamented with trees, in the same 
manner as the,Park and Battery, should be provided, such 
persons might retire thither with their children at their leisure 
hours, where ihey would be invigorated by the pure air and 
refreshing breezy This may tend greatly to brace their 
nerves, exhilarate their spirits and to preserve their healil) ; in 
consequence of which many of our industrious poor might, 
during the hot weather, by God's blessing retain their usual 
'strength, and be sble to provide for themselves and families, 
who, without such accommodations, might in consequence of 
^_^abilily '>r disease, be rendered incftfia^Ae o^ f\\nMi«i^^b€«^^ 
^^StUyhboof and become a buiden to l\ie comtournVj . ^H 
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' 156 OHN8W8 WITH «EMA«K». ^^^^^^ 

ftppeare, limt, in iliii city, >evcry tromnn may have her awn 
husband, «nd thai should they all be provided for in lh» man- 
ner, there would only be l7 femalei yuung or old Ic/l lo ihift 
for themufdvei. 

Ehctort. AgreeRbly lo the tbrmpr conititution, none 
could vole for govemar, lieutenant governor and senaiori ex- 
cept such citizens an poKseised clear Treebold estate to the 
value of $250; but according lo thi> new conslitulion, which 
veni iniu operation, January Isl 1823, ihcelecetive franchise 
ii as widely extended as could be wished and more so than 
some of our most respectable citizpns deetn consistent with ihr 
public good. Every male citizen, who has been for 1 2 months 
an inhabiMnl of the s ate, and of the csunty for six months 
immediately befare the election, who has within the yen, 
paid tax, done militiu duty, served as a lireman, laboured on 
the public roads, or paid an equivalent therefor, is cniiiled to 
vote not only for charter officers, in the ward, in which 
he resides ; for sheriAT, coroner, register and clerk of the city 
and county; membern of assembly, and members of Coiigrcss; 
and electors of President and Vice President of the United 
States ; but also for Governor, lieutenant Governor and Sena- 
tors of this state ; but no man of colour unless a resident in 
tbe itate for t^ree years and [losseatrd, for one year, of a free- 
hold estate of $2 jU and ivho has paid tax is entitled lo a vote. 
Birtht, Marriaget and [hiithi Although I am fully p«r- 
■uaded that the marshals appointed to take the census studied 
to render their reports as accurate as possible ; yet, for rea- 
sons, which I shall now mention, it may be safely asserted, 
that they greatly erred in respect to the number of deaths. 
The City Inspector in his annual report to the Cvnimon 
Council stales, that in the year 1825. the number vf inter- 
ments was 5018, while according lo that of the marshals, it 
mly_amounl8 to 323^. On ihe accuracy a( the former, great 
reliance may be placed, as it is made the duty of each of the 
Kxtons, under a penalty of 02^, lo deliver to the City Inspec- 
l«r on every Saturday, a return of the persons buried by them 
during Ihe preceeding week, specifying their age, sex, disease, 
ilace of residence, interment. See. uf each of which aregiitcr is 
lept. Now the marshals h;id no such menni of obtaining correct 
nforaiaiian. When one of these g«>ntlemen called nt a houM, 
he would ask whether any death, birth or marriage had hup- 
p«ned in ihe family during the preceeding year. The master 
or mistress were frequently absent, or could not be seen, and 
ihi^ person, whom he accosted might be n minor pn-hnps ■ *er- 
vani, who knw or cared very WltVe aVtoot ihe aflUn o/ t' 




CKNSUS, WtTB WaUMMg, 

Hfdsof fulled cloih of dotneslic manufaclare - - 8,06? 
Do. flannel uid other woollen cloth, not fulled ) 

of domestic mantifacture - . . C ^"* 

Do. linnen, coiion, or other thin cloths of ? ,^, „„„ 

domestic muiufacture - . ( i,iOVSU 

f Grist mills .4 

i Saw mllb ---.....3 

'Oil mills 2 

r 'Fulling mills --.-.,..2 
Carding- machines •--....4 

Cotton factories ....... j 

Woollen factories 

Jroa works ._-..... -JF^ 

TViphammers .-■--.... ^W 

Distilleries - - - - - - . -191 

DEAF AND DUMB. 
FHnales 24 \ ^^' '*^^'"*™ ^'* "^ supported by charity. 
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IDIOTS. 

■ 46, of wbom 3 are supported by charily. 
LUNATICS. 



Males 12J 

Females 6- 

Of these, 3 are reported as being able to support them- 
selves, and 189 as being in the twelfth ward, where they are 
conRoed for safe keeping in the Bellevue Hospital or Lunatic 
Asylum. 
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Malfi and Femalei. The number of inhabitants are 
ed at 166,086, of whom 83,037 ate males and 83,049 females^ 
leaving a ditTerence of only 12 in favour of the latter. It is, 
likewise, remarkable, that of the whole number of births re- 
ported vii : 4589 ; 2262 are males and 2267 females, a ma- 
jority in favour of the latter of only 5. This coincidence of 
so great an equality of number between the se«s, not only of 
those who have been on the stage of existence for some time 

IUut of those who have just entered upon it has seldom, 
Wer been observed in any statistical document. llence,j 
I 
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'^'iWoiiMp nrmdniifii. 



Between Aftynbadntty 



do. 
do, 
do. 



sixty and setrentf 
neren\f and eighty 
dghty and ninety 
ninety and p hi^ied 
^e Imndred aolvpwards 
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DISEASES AND. CASUALTIES. 

1824. 



Aneorisni - ' - 

Apoplexy 

Ai|4iyxia • • . 

Asthma 

B«mt or scalded 

CafhoAcie • •■ 

earite - - - 

C^iooer 

Casoahies 

Catarrh 

ChUd-bed - - . 

ChiclLen-pox - - . 

Cholera morbus «- 

ChoHc - 

Compression of the brain 

Consumption 

Convulsions 

Contusion or bruise 

Cramp in the stomach 

Diabetes 

Diarrhoea . • - 

Drinking cold water 

Dropsy . . . 

Dropsy in the chest - 

Dropsy in the head 

Drowned 

Dysentery 

Dmiepsia ^ ind^estion 

Efnlepsy ... 

Ctysipelas 



ft5S 


357 


159 


226 


lift 


161 


156 


' 88 


11- 


14 


2 


7 



:^iOi8 



1825. 



mi^ugngmumkt * 



IT 


12 


2 


4 


52 


147 


1 


4 


5 


12 


SI 


30 


1 


3 





1 


9 


IS 


38 


53 


4 


1 


44 


30 





1 


22 


26 


10 


6 





3 


786 


843 


231 


293 


1 


4 


8 


9 


2 


1 


55 


61 


3 


77 


115 


110 


44 


37 


218 


196 


53 


56 


190 


138 


5 


5 


10 


6 


8 


16 


82 


120 
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• ■ 

Fever hectic or slow 

inflammatory 

iotermittent 

|Nwrperal 

putrid 

remittent 

scarlet 

typhus 
Flux infantile 
Fracture - - - 
Frozen J - . - - 
Gout ... 

Gravel -. - - - 
Hemorrhage 

Haemoptysis or spitting bloed 
Herpes - . - . 
Hives or croup - * - 

Hysterics 

Jaundice ... 

•Infenticide - - ' < 

Inflammation of the bladder 
of the bowels 
of the brain 
of the chest 
of the liver 
of the stomach 
Influenza • . . . 
Insanity . • 

Intemperance 
Killed or murdered 
Leprosy • ' . 

Locked jaw . . - 

Lumber abscess 
Manslaughter . . . 
Marasmus • - 
Measles " - . - - 
Mortification - 
Nervous disease 
Old age . ^ » 

Palsy . . . . 

Peripneumony 

Pleurisy - - - - 
Pneumonia typhoides 
QnuiiBy • ' m 



\ 



1824. 

i 

8 

15 

6, 

i5 
3 

1^ 
102 
2 

2 
4 

14 
8 


199 

2 

12 

1 

3 

108 

46 

140 

37 

15 

2 

7 

1 



11 
. 1 



24 
100 

IS 

5 

151 

40 

31 

34 



1825 



a 

10 



k 



vlO 

227 
151 

7 

3 
2 
3 
16 
9 
% 

133 
1 

15 

3 

3 

104 

107 

20S 

56 

13 

32 
' 26 

84 
S 
1 

14 
2 
I 

58 

21 
9 
203 
62 
43 
42 
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/ ■ 

Rheamatiinii -' ^ - 

Rickelt - - - - - - 

^Rapum ... . - - ,. 

^Hbanrtffli -of the liver * *^- 
Scn>phala or King's evil ... 
Smftll [iQz - - - . . . 
- ^ Sore tlvoat - - - - . • 

Spasms ' - . - . 
Spina bififia - - ... 

Sprue - - • • » < . 

Still bom ....... 

Sodden death * ' - ' . - . - 
Suicide ...... 

SvphUis ..,.". J . 

Tabes mesenterica - - • . - 

Teething - - - - - 

Tumour ' - - - - - - 

Vomiiing blood ^^ - 

Ulcer - - - . 

Unknown ...... 

White swelling - . - - - 
Whooping cough . . - - - 
Wojms ------ 



1824. 

1 

6 

6 

1 

15 

394 

* 21 

^ 6 

1 

24 

250 J 

8 

19 

12 

120 

46 

1 

1 

11 

86 

116 
13 

4,34 If 

DEATHS 

In each month during the years 1824 and 1825. 

1824 



1825. 

14 

1 

3 

4 

1 

. 14 

40 

- 33 

3 

18 

' 244 

49 

14 

15 

143 

61 



1 

6 . 
Ill 
5 

69 

24 

5,018 



In January the deaths were 
February - 

.March 

April - . -. 

May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 



1825. 

317 
440 
362 
305 
405 
419 
733 
512 

407 
366 
376 
376 
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A LI$T OF CHURCHBSi &C. l6l 

REMARKS. 
It appears that the number of deaths which occurred in this 
«ity last year, was 5^18, and the City Inspector states ui his 
report that of these 87^ were persons of colour. T^s is a 
little more than one sixdi of the whole mortality, as accordii|§. 
to the last censu.s the proportion of oor coloured pdpuiati«n to ' 
the whites is nearly as one to fourteen, the whole number of ■ 
inhabitants being 166,085, while that of persons of colour is 
'only stated at 12,575. 

The deaths by consumption were 843, about one sixth 
part of the whole, and of these 118 were peo,^ le of colour. 
This is «}dreadfui scourge ; but it might often be prevented 
by a strict adherence to temperance, avoiding unnecessary 
exposure to cold, and suiting our apparel to the varying 
changes of the weather. A common catarrh, when neglected, 
often terminates in this 'frightful disease. 

The increase of deaths last year contrasted with that of 
the preceding, was 677 y which, without referring to the 
increase of our population, was certainly owing to the exces- 
sive heat in the month of July, during the whole of which the 
weather continued to be hotter than in any preceding season 
for many years. 



CHAPTER Til. 

A LIST of the places of public worship in this city^ in the pres* 
ent year (U^26) arranged in Alphabetical order y according 
to their respective denominations ^ shewing thHr locations, 
dimensions, dates, at which they were erected^ enlarged or 
rebuilt, the names of their pastors, 8fc. Sfc, 

Baptist Churches. 

Ist. The First Baptist Church is a stone building 65 
by 80 = 5200 feet square, and was'erected in 1769. Pastor 
the Rev. William Parkinson. 

2d. The Bethel Baptist Church in Dedailcey, corner 
of Christie-Street is a brick building 65 by 85=5525 feet 
square and was erected in the year 1819* This is the second 
Baptist Church in the city, and was organized in the year 
1770. The Rev. Mr. Johnson Chase is pastor. 

3d. Oliver-Street Churchy near Chatham-Street, a stone 
^uiliog 64 by 94 = 60l6 feet square^ was ^^cXftdvn vi^^\^s^ 
\surg0d ia 1 SOO, and rebuUt in X»19. T;\Mb^N . \\y .^^^^w&^ 
H. Cons is pastor. 
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A LIST OF CHUBCHXR. 

4lh. The Abyssinian Church," 42 by 60=2520 Teelsquarc, 
a frame building, was erected io Anihuny, beineen Church and 
Chapel Streeis, in the jrear I G05. Pastor, the Rev. Mr. Bkh- 
rAHiN Paul. 

5th. BKODME-Sireet Church, near the Bowery Road, a trame 
building, 34 by 71^2414 feet square, was erected iq 1800 ant! 
enlarged in 11117. Pastor the Rev. Mr. Mxasn. 

6th. Mulbekht-Stbeet Church, near Chatham-Street, un- 
der the^astoral care of the Rev. Mr. AitciiiBAi.D M'Clav, ^as 
_ erected in 1809, and rebuilt and enlarged in 1817- Dimen- 
L aions, 63 feei in front by 90 in depth=5f>7(i feet square. 
m 7tii. The Behiah Baptist Church in Vandam-Sireel, 40 by 
P 55=2200 feel square, is a frame building, under the [lastaral 
care of the Rev. Mr. Aaron Perkins, erected in 1810. 

8lh. York-Strbbt Church, directly in the rear of St. 
John's Church, is a frame building 27 feel by 40=1030 feet 
square and was erected in I 918, They have no regular min- 
isters, any one of the members being at liberty to speak. 

9th, The South Baptist Church, a stone building in 
NasMU-$Ire~et, between Julin and Fullon-Sireets, 46 by 6^= 
2990 feet square and was built in 1803 by the Associate Pres- 
byterian Church. In the year 1824, it was purchased by the 
aforesaid South Baptist Church, since which time (hey have 
occupied it as a house of public worship. The Rev. Mr. 
Cbakles G. Sombas is pastor. 

10th. Provost-Strbbt Chukch, a frame building with 
a brick front, 40 by 60=24O0 feet square, was erected by a, 
Presbyterian Church, under the ministry of the Rev. Jamks G. 
Ogilvib ; but in 18S6, itwas purchased by a Baptist Con- 
gregaiion, now under the pastoral charge of the Rev. Mr. 
Thomas Hand. 

lltii. A church composed of a part of the members, who 
belonged Io the Vork-Street Church and of others, who had 
joined them, formed themselves into a congregation in 182^. 
They are under the pastoral care of the Hev. Mr. William 
Ovi:«i3tos*, and worship in a large school room in Brotkdwav, 
corner of Reed Street. 

12th. The Union Baptist Church under the pastoral 
care of the Rev, Mr. SAutiBL Eastman was opened in the 
year 1825, in a frame building 25 by 75=1875 feet square, in 
the Bowery, opposite Spring- Street, 

13th. The church under the paslofal care of the Rev. Mr. 
7bsjvCJ>fi;xpHY, has been organized since the year 1824, and 
aaw worship ia a frame buading 40 \i^ 50=1000 t«v v^uue^ . 

* The Pastor and cDagc«S'>*iQa "i persoa* "^ wVi^m. H 
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( erected in ISlS in ItroDme-Street, between Canaon andLewU- 

Sireets. This place is known by the name of The Miiaiuu 

* * House, and was occupied by a Methodist Congregation, till 

Ma}' 1926, when Lhey took pusseision o( ibeir new chutch in 

Wiilet, near Broome-Street 

I4thi A Church was formed in 1824, under the pastoral 
care of (he Rev. Mr. Ahasa Smith, which now worship in the 
school room in Elizabeth, near Bleecker-Streel, belonging to the 
Bethel Baptist Church; but this congregation expect in a abort 
time to build a house o( worship for themselves on a part of>^ 
the Baptist burying ground in Amiiy-Streel. '^J 

FniitND's Meeting Housrs. J^ 

It appears from some old Records, that their first place of' ^ 
public worship in this city was buili in Green, near Liberty- 
Street, about ibcjear I706. They, in 1775, erected a brick 
meeting house iu Pearl-Street, 48 by 68^=3,264 feet square;, 
and in 1803 rebuilt and enlarged another in Liberty-Street. 
This is, likewise a brick building, 44 by 56=2,464 feet square. 
The former of these was taken down in 1S34 and stores and 
dwelling houses substituted in its place. The latter still re- 
mains ; but is now occupied by Messieurs Grant Thorbcrn 
& SoNj Seedsmen and Florists. 

The society of Friends have now Ihree places of public 
worship in this city. 1st. A brick Church in Hester-Slreet 
60 by GS=40ao'feet sqare, which was buili in 1819- 2d. 
a frame building 23 by 35=875 feet square, at Mnnhatlan- 
ville. 3il. A large brick building 38 by 80=4640 feel sqnatc, 
rebuilt in Rose-Street in 1824. 

In this society, the preaching of the gospel is not con- 
fined to men ; as women, likewise officiate. Their present 
ministers are Thomas HAWxnoasT, Willbtt Hicks, John- 
Wood and John Barkow. 

Ann Shipley, Mary Bostwick, Maik Kimg, Elizabth 
CaoosHALL, Phoebb Palmer, Phofbe I. MsttRiT, Eliza- 
beth Bird, Mary H:ssdalf. and Clarissa GniPFBN. 
HesRBws. 

The Hebrews or Jews, as they are comuiguly cnlled, wor- 
shipped for some years, in a frame building in Mill-Street, op- 
posite to the place, where tkeir present synagogue now stands. 
It is a neat stone building S6 by 58=2,03.0 feet square ; erecl- 
cdinl730,and rebuilt in 1818. This congregaiion, which 
ii known by the name ofSiiEBBKTH Iebabl i. c. Thereni.- 
^—auit of Israel, is incoTponttedaLCCOtd^n^ in\^'K. 'V«t"*Jts, 
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Rev. M. L. M . Pbixotto, officiated at tfat head of the syna- 
gogue for upwards of fifty years. 

Independknt oa Conoregational Chu&chbs. 

Between these and the Presbyterians, the difierence is not 
great. They profess their belief in the sacred scriptures and 
their adherence to the doctrine therein contained, as set forth 
in the Westminister Confession of faith and in the larger and 
shorter catechisms. They only differ in the article of church 
government, each congregation having exclusive jurisdiction 
over its own members and being amenable to no other earthly 
tribunal ; and in fine, they declare themselves, to be actuated 
by the same princi)>les as t'e people called Independents in 
* Great Britain and Congreoationalists in the Eastern States. 
In this city, there are four congregations, belonging to this 
connexion, which, are represented in an Assoc ation held 
monthly for the management of their general concerns. 

The first of these, a frame building with a brick front, was 
erected in Thompson, near Broome-Street, in 1823. It is 40 
by 60 and contains 2400 square feet. The Reverend Mr. 
Joseph Harrison is pastor. 

The second, at prtsent worship in the African Free 
ScHOtiL in Mulberry-Street, where divine service, h in gen- 
eral pt rformed in the Welsh language ; but sometimes in Eng- 
lish Their pastor is the Rev. Mr. James Davi s. 

The third, which is under the pastoral care of the Rev. Mr. 
John Dick, have completed in the present year a frame build- 
ing with a brick front in Fourth-Street, near Avenue D. It is 
40 by 64=2560 fett square. 

The fourth was organized in August 1825 and worships, at 
present in a school housfo, in Broadway near the House of 
Refuge. Having no fixed pastor, divine service is perform- 
ed by the rainisterj of .the three churches in connexion with 
them; but i s the congregation is rapidly increasing, it is ex- 
pected that they will soon have a settled pastor and a place of 
their own for public worship. 

LUTHERAISS. 

The Lutherans have two churches in this city. The first 

is Christ church, a stone building at the corner of William and 

i'rankfort-Streets, 34 by 60=2040 feet square, and was erecteil 

in 1767' In this church, divine service is performed in the 

German laDgimge, and the Rev. Mr. F. W. Geisenhaimer is 

pastor. The other, St. Matthew's cViutcVi, vj\vvcXv\^ «LV«cs\d- 

^^me brick buMmg^ in Walkcr-Slrte\,60 \>^ 9^=^V\^l^^\. 
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square, was fished in 1822, and is under the pastoral care 
of the Rev. Mr. F. C. Schceffer. 

Methodist Episocpal Churches. 

To which is prefixed a briqf account of the introduction of 
MetJiodism in this dty^ and its subsequent progress. 
In the origin and progress of this denomination of chris- 
tians amongst us, there is something peculiarly interesting* 
In the year 1766, Methodism made its appearance in America^ 
when a few members, with Mr. PhlKp Embury a local preacher^ 
having emigrated from Ireland, settled in this city. Being 
few in number, surrounded by strangers and neglecting the 
assembling themselves together for divine worship, on the first 
day of the week, they all, except Mr. Embury, soon aban* 
doned their religious principles and gave v. ay to the allure* 
ments of the world, -n this hopeless state, they remained, till 
the following year, when another family from Ireland, former- 
Iv connected with those above mentioned, likewise arrived 
here. Mr. Embury, at the earnest entreaty of the mother of 
this family, began to preach inliis own house and to his own 
people, the congregation being at first composed ol^ himself 
and five others. By persevering in the good work, however 
they began to attract public attention, and the increase of hear<> 
ers was so rapid, as to render it soon necessary to rent a lar- 
g^ room. This small society was soon after greatly assisted 
by the labours of Captain Webb of the British array.* His 
commission as an officer did not prevent him from becoming 
a zealous preacher of the blessed gospel and by his exertions, 
many were added to the church* ' llie novelty of his appear- 
ance as a preacher of Christ, in Mb regimentals excited no small 
surprise ; but the energy, with nrhich Re spoke in the name o^ 
the Lord convinced many, that he was commissioned from 
God, to shew them the way of salvation. 

To remedy the inconvenience arising from the smallness 
of their room, a rigging loft was hired and fitttd up for public 
worship. Here they assembled for a considerable time, and 
Mr. Embury continued to preach with success, being occasion- 
ally assisted by Captain Webb, who was, at intervals, absent 
upon Long Island and at Philadelphia, in both which places as 
well as others, he was a zealous minister. Through the faith- 
ful labours of these two preachei'S, the society greatly flourish- 
ed. In consequence of the increase of members^and hearers, 
they found that this pface was too small, and began to think of 
building a permanent house of wot«\iv^. '^^wj ^>SS\^\^«^«k 
however, occurred to preYenl the e:iccu\\wvoi^^^^sw8k^^'»sgx.v 



The society being in general poor, had DOt ihe means adequate 
to such an undertaking. For some lime, a pHinful suspense 
seemed to occupy tlieir minds; but they, at iasi, resolved to 
thrOA' themselves on the benevolence of their fellow citizens. — 
They accordingly issued a subscription paper, went to the 
Mayor and oiher opulent citizens, Irom whom after they had 
explained their design, they received liberal donations. Cap- 
tain Webb alsu lent his assistance. Thus encouraged, they pur- 
chased a lot vi ground in John-Street, on irhich they erected a 
stone building, 42 by 60~25aO feet square, calling i from res- 
pect to their venerable founder, Weslrv Cuapbl. Such, 
however, were at that time the municipal regulations of the 
ciiy and province of New- York, thai they were not allowed to 
devote the house exclusively lo divine worsliip. They there- 
fore appropriated a small part of it for domestic purposes. — 
This was the first house of public worship erected by a Meth- 
odist congregation in America, and was built in the year 17'^8, 
on ibe larae spot, on which their church as rebuilt and enlarged 
in lOlZnow stands. 

From this very small beginning, they have increased, in ai 
astonishing manner ; as according to "The minutes of the lev- 
eral annual con ferencis of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
for the year 1 825" their number amounted to 34 1 ,1 1 4 and it 
is highly pmbable, that they have full as many hearers, who 
are not in communion with ihera. 

MethodUt EfiUcopal CAurchet. Their first church as In. 
been already observed, was erected in John-Street in ir6S an 
rebuiU and enlarged in 1SI7. Its dimensions are C2 by 78 feet 
=4836 feel square. A second SO by 70=^3500 feet square, was 
bDilt in Foriytb-Sireel in 1780f a third in Duane-Street 56 by 
75=4200feet squareinl795; afourth in AIIen-Streel5.'> by 
70=S850 feet square in 1 809. The above four are stone build- 
ings ; a fifth 42 by Oti=25aofeet square, was built in Bedford- 
Street in 1809; a sixth in PJicholas-William-Street, 33 by 
5C— l,S48feei square, in 1S18. These two last aie Frame 
buildings, and the seventh a stone buirding, in Willet, near 
Broome-Street, 55 by 76~3y60 feet square, was finished this 
year (182G.) 

No pastor in this connexion is to be considered as minbler 
of any particular congregaiion, as they preach by rotation in 
all the churches, within the station in which they have been 
assigned. The following are the preachers now ufilciaiing in 
this city. Rev. Mr. Laban Clahk, presiding elder of the db- 
Ifici; the Rev. Messieurs Petkk P, Sanpobo, H. Sta«id, 
WtLhiAM JewETT, I. Yotjwos, D. Bavrass saiftxBMft^ 
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Rev. Messieurs Nathan Banos and John Chirv, 
book agents, and the Rev. Mr. John M. Smith, president of 
the Weskyan Seminary, 

The Melhodist Socitlt/. In the year 1820, a number cf 
meinberg, in ifae aforesaid connection, becoming dissatisfi- 
ed with tlie nature and pnctice of its rcclesiasiical govern- 
ment, (vithdrew from its communion, adopted a. mode of dis- 
cipline more congenial to their ideas of propriety and formed 
diemselves inlo a separate body under the name of "TSe Meih- 
odiat Society. In this city, they have three churches, all of 
which are built of brick and incorporated as the law directs. 
Ofthese, there is one is Christie-Street, 50 by 78=3900 feel 
square, built in 1821 and of which the Rev. Mr. William 
Stillwell is pastor ; one at the comer of Pitt and Delancey 
Streets, in 1823, 25 by <)0 = 1500 square feet, of which the 
Rev. Mr. Samubl Budd is minister, and the third in Sullivan- 
Sireet, built in 1824, which is under the pastoral care of the 
Rev. Messieurs James CovELL and Isaac Lent. 

African Methodists. Of these, there are three congrega- 
tions in this city, which till within a few years, were likewise, 
in union with the Methodist Episcopal Church ; but though 
still agreeing with that body in doctrine, they then denned it 
expedient la withdraw from their connection and to usume 
such mode of government as to each might appear proper. — 
Their first place of worship being 55 by 70=8,850 square 
feet, is a stone building, called The Zion MaTHonisr 
CutmcH, at the corner ofCliurchand Leonard Streets, which 
was erected in ISOO anil rebuilt and enlarged in 1820. The 
ministers are the Rev. Messrs. Jambs Vakkicx, James Smith 
and CiiaisTOPHBa Rush. The leeund is a wooden building 
in Motl Street 28 by 38=l,l60 feet square and was erected in 
1806. Ministers the Rev. Messieurs Henry Hakuin and 
WiLiAM Wood. And the third, which is, likewise of wood, 
40 by 55=2,200 feet square, was erected in Elizabeth Street fl 
1809> Pastors the Rt. Rev. Mr. William Miixer, bisho|^^ 
and Mr. Stephen Dutton. ^S 

Moravian Church. 
A brick building in Fulton near William -Street 33 by 44— 
[,452 feet square erected in the year 1751, of which the Rev. 
Mr. Benjamin Mortimer is pastor. 
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New Jerusalem Chdkch. 
A wooden building in I'earl near Cross-Street erected 
35 by 50=1750 feet Bf^tute. TW» Va'M*V»s.'^ 
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ttttd as a place of pidilio worahipi by diffBrent 
cieties, the Jast of which was a pretbyteiian amfftgiBiAim, un- 
der the care of the Rev. Mr.I. S. C. Fawj and frm them it 
waa porchaaed by its present onccapants, ui the year. 1821. 
The Rer. Mr. Coaxueu L Douohtt is miuistar. 

PaSSBTTBRIAK CllUftOWS. 

Of these there are 22 in this ci^, of which 'the first 20 are 
under the direction of the GigmBRAL Asskmblt of twb l^s- 
^ BTTsaiAN C.HumcH IN TBK Uniti^d Statbs and are closely 
connected with Uie Reformed Dutch Church ; as the ministers 
of both denominations frieely exchange pulpits, and have no 
essential difference in regpect to doctrine or disciptine. They 
are divided into two presbyteries viz : 7^ presbytery of New 
T^rkf consisting of 17 congregations and the second presbyte' ' 
ry of NewTort, . Fhis last was forineriy a part of the Associ- 
ate Hbformbd Church;. but in or about the year 1801, that 
body united with tlie general assembly. The two last, vi^ : 
the Asssociate Church and the Reformed Presbylehan Church 
are under different ecclesiastical jurisdictions. 

j^ * Ist 2%e Preebyiery qf New York. 

1st The First Prksb fterian Church is a stone building, 
which was founded in Wall Street in 1719, enlarged in 1768 
and rebuilt in 1 809 It is 68 feet in front by 97 feet square 
and has a handsome spire. The Rev. Mr. Williari W. 
Phillips is pastor. 

2d. The Brick Meeting, under the pastoral care of the 
Rev. Gardiner Spring D, D. was erected in Beekman, corn- 
er of Nassau Street in 1797 and has since been ornamented 
by a handsome spire. Its jjptaensions' are 65 by 83=5395 
feet square. 

3d. UuTGBR Streist Church is a spacions frame building, 
64 by 86=5510 feet square was erected in 1797. It has a 
cupola and public clock, iffite Rev. Thomas McAulbt D. D. 
and L. L. D. is pastor. 

4th. Cedar-Strbet Church, a stone building, between 
William and Nassau-Streets, 66 by 81=5346 feet square was 
erected 1807. Vacant by the death of tbe late Rev. John B. 

ROMKTN D. D. 

5th. Spring-Street diurch, a wooden buildmg at the 
corner of Varrick 60 by 80=4800 feet square was erected in 
1810. Pastor Rev. Henry G. Ludlow. 

6th. Oranoe'Strebt Church, a wooden building 40 by 
^^■^2400 feet square was erected in 1808,. Vacant, since the 
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removal of the Rev. Mr. Robbrt M'Cartee to (he Canal 
Street Church. 

7th. Shskiff-Stiiebt Church. Tlie congregation under 
the pastoral care of the Rev. Mr. Elthd W, Baldwin occu- 
pied this place since the jear 1 820, when it was built, but find- 
ing it too small for iheir accommodation, they sold it to a Ro- 
man Catholic Church, who look possession the first of May, 
1 S26. Tbey are now erecting a spacious brick building, 6S by 
84=:529S feet square, in Broome, ai the corner of Ridge-streel, 
which will be finished as speedily as possible. They, at pres- 
ent, worship in one part of the Lord's Day in Broome, between 
Cannon and Lewis Streets, and^in the other,in the Presbyterian 
Church in Allen-Slreei, of ^^hich the Rev. Mr. William 
Gray is past or. 

8th. Vani>ewater-Stregt Church, is a brick building, 60 
by 75=4509 feet; was erected in 182 1 , and is under the pastor- 
al care of the Rev. Mr. Thomas Vbemvllyk. 

9lh. Marinkr's Church is a brick building in Roosevelt- 
street 5t< by 60=3480 feet square, was erected in 1S19. Oflhii 
church ihe Rev. Mr. John Tbi air, who is a member of tills 
presbytery, is pastor ; bul for reasons, which may be seen here- 
aftei, in the article which closes the account of Churches, it, 
as Will aa two others, caD aevtr be clossed under any particU' 
lar denomination. 

10th. Christophbr-Stkeet Church is a stone building, 
with a marble front, 52 by 66^=3432 feet square ; was erected 
in 1821. Pa'tor, Rev. Samuel Rowan, D.D. 

1 1 [h. The Cbntre Church, in Broome, near Moll-Street, 
a brick building. Go by 75=4500, waserectedin 1821. The 
Rev. Mr. William Patten U pnsior. 

I2ih. BowEBV CuitRcn, near elllzabeth-street, a brick build- 
ing, 63 by 80=^040 feet squarp; was erecied in the year 1822. 
It is under the pastoral care of the Rev. Mr. Ward Stafford. 

ISih. Allen-Strbet Church, a frame building, with a 
brick front, 40 by 6^=^2600 feet square; was finished in 1824. 
Paslor, Rev. Mr. William Gray. 

14lh. The Elm-Strbet, commonly the African Presbyle- 
I'ian Church,* a brick building, near Canal-Street, 50 by 62~ 
3100 feet square; was built in 1824, and is under the pastoral 
care of the Rev. Mr. Samuel £. Cornish. 

15tli. Casal-Strekt Church, corner of Green e-Streei, 
a brick building, 63 by 82^5166 feet square; was finished in 
1825. Pastor, Rev. Mr. Robert M'Cartee. This cou- 

_ ' The miniiur anil coagregation ale peQ^\e of c«\tiai. _ 
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gr^arion was formed in IBOS, and worshipped in tbe Oran£e» 
Street Church, till this new bailding was opened. 

I6lb. Laiuht-Street Church, a brick buiidiog at the 
Conner of Varicfc-slreet, 61 by 85=51S3reet square, under 
ihe pastoral care of ihe Bev. Mr. Samvkl H. Cox ; was cosi- 
pteted in the year IS25. The congregation was founded 
in Spring-Sireet in ISIO, wher* ihej continued lill this place 
wag opened for public worship. 

I'lh- Bleeckkr-Strkbt Church, a little totbe Eastward 
of Broadway, a neat stone building, was 6nished this year, 
tog8g6.) PastorRfv. Mr. Matthias Brl«!n. 1 

^R 2d. The SecoTtd Pretb^tery of Neu>-Yorlc. fl 

^^ 1st. A stone building erected in Cedar-Street, betwee^ 
"Broadway and Nassau-Street, in l76S, in front 54 feet by 65 
iieep=3510 feel square. Pastor, the BeT. Mr. J. M'Elrov. 
2d. I'iarl-Stbert Church, near Broadway, 56 by 66= 
369tl feet st|uare, is a stone building, which was erected in 179T'' 
Vacant, since the removal of the Rev. William W. Phillips 
to the First Presbyterian Church. 

3d. MuRBAY-STBaET Church, between Church and Chap- 
el Streets is a spacioiis stone building, ornamented with a hand' 
some spire anil was erected in 1812, lis dimensions are 7~^ 
by 03=7034 feet square. The Rev. Mr, WiLLIAU Snodob^I 
ii. pastor. 

N. B. The following ministers, belonging to the New Y< 
Presbytery reside in this city; but have charge ef no c 
gregations ; the Rev. Messieurs James G. Ootlvie and L 
C. FBBv.and the Rev. John M Mason D. D. S. T. P. of ll ._ 
Second Presbytery of New York is likewise,without charge," 
The folltiwing two churches have no connection with eiihei- 
of these presbyteries. 

The Reporhed Presbyterian Church in Chamber Street, 

oppositethe New-York Instiiu tion, under the pastor;ilcareof the 

Kev. Alrxan'der M'Leod D. D. was originally a frame 

building and erected in ISOI ; but, in 1 818, it was rebuilt and 

^eglarged'; a brick building 50 by 70=3500 feel square, being 

^^beted in its stead. 

^B^AssocfATG Presbyterian Cbin-ch, a brick buildi 

Vbrand, corner of Mercer-sireet ,58 by 70=4(160 feet sqi 

" vai finished in 1824, and is under the pastoral care o 

Her. Mr. Andrew Stark. This congregation worshipped 

in Nassau-Blreel, between Fulton and John-sireels, from the 

year 1803, nheail ^as built, till their removal to this nen 
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Brief Account of the Reformed Dutch Church and its 
atiluHom. 

The Reformed Dutch Church is the Grst that was organi 
in America. In l620 there were members of that Church lO ' 
New York. In 162^ a church was founded in, or near the 
first Fort erected in that city. The public records of the 
Church in New Yorli, conlaioiug the aaraes of Ministers, and 
other Church officers, together with a regular register of bap- 
tisms, marriages, &c. commence with theyear l639f and excep- 
ting the inierruptioa occasioned by the Revolutionary War, 
have been carried down, and kept with great neatness and 
care, to the present day. The Emigrants from Holland were 
the first settlers in the slates of New York and New Jersey. 
All the principal inhabitants of those States, then Colonies, 
were of the Dutch Communion, excepting a few from England 
and Scotland, who not imderstanding the Dutch Language, 
organized Churches of their own. By that pertinacious ad* 
berenc^ to their owa Language, which is common to foreigners, 
the Dutch Churches were dismembered of a large portion of 
tbeir people, who preferring the prevailing language o( ifae 
country, left them, and went over to other <lenominations. — 
The Dutch Churches both of New York and New Jersey were 
originally from Holland j their calls were presented to the clat- 
•Is of Amsterdam, and they, acting under the authority of the 
Synod of North Holland, selected hdJ sent out iheir sup- 
plies. This plan was pursued without interruption for up- 
wards of 130 years, down to ihe year 1750. It gave rise to 
a foreign jurisdiction, which eventually became ofTeosive, and 
as it was attended with very many and increasing inconvenien- 
cies, many of the churches becameanxious for the esiablishnent 
of an independent judicatory in thb country. 

The preliminary measures pursued for the accomphshment 
ofthis object gave birth totwoparties, the one in favour of, and 
the other opposed lo the establishment of such Judicatory. 

That division, which took place in 17^1^, and in which the 
contending parlies were nearly equal in learning, number and 
influence, produced the mogi serious effects. It continued for 
a number of years and sometimei raged withso much violence, 
as to threaten the very existence of the Dutch Church in A- 
merica. As the Friends of Ecclesiastical Independence were 
resolved lo roaiotain their cause, they formed the plan of erect- 
■* ieg a College in the city of New-Buma'«\cV.,'m^«.'«-'iw.Wi'i ..Sw 
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Ibc express purpose of preparing young men for the gospel 
ministry. 

They accordingly obtained a charier from the Governor o1 
New Jersey in the year 1770, incorporating a literary insiitu- 
tion under the name of Queen's College. 

By that decisive step, all further overtures lo renew their 
former connejiion with Holland, or to unite with those 
Churches in America which maintained a subordination to the 
clossts of Amsterdam seemed to be entirely precluded and the 
continuance of the separation rendered inevitable. 

The first President of that institution was the Rev. Dr. Har- 
denherg, an American, a man oi powerful mmd, ardent piely, 
indefatigable industry, and greatly blessed in his ministry, who 
died in that office in 1792, universally lamented. 

The College itself after struggling from time to time with 
the most serious difficilties, through want of pecuniary means, 
but siill continuing the object of prayer and hope, has recent- 
ly been revived under the most promising auspices. 

On the return from Holland of the Rev Dr. Livingston, in 
1770, and principally through his exertion and influence, cir- 
cular letters wete sent by the Consistory of the Church of 
NewiVork, inviting all the ministers of the Dutch Churches, 
with each an Elder, to meet at New- York for the eiprns pur- 
pose of healing divisions, and forming a plan of union and gene- 
ral pacification. 

This proposition met with a very favourable reception. la 
Oct. 4771, a general meeting ofboth parties was held, which 
was commenced and closed in a most propitious manner. 

The plan submitted by a committee of that body had three 
objects, viz : 

1. The internal arrangement and governni 
Churches. 

2. The healing of divisions, and 

3. The conducting a correspondence with the Church of 
Holland. 

It was agreed to transmit their whole procedings 
classis of Amsterdam, for the approbation of that body, which 
vas accordingly done, and amostlritndly answer received, ap- 
proving the plan of union, and offering the most fervent 
prayers for the prosperity of the American Cburches. . 

Thus peace was restored, and from its restoration commei^l 
ced a new and auspicious era. 

At that pacific meeting was formed the plan of a Theol<w>, 
cal Pro fesaorahipjiht ^r»t of the kind ever contemplated ft', 
AmericK, and resolutions wete passed loxwuVbcaQcessaTT 
funds for ha support. 
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Whilst negocialion with the Church of flolktid was pend- 
ing on that subject, and other meuures pursued for carrying 
it into effect, the Bavolutionnry War occurred, which put an 
efteclual itop to the ftirtlier prosecution of (his matter until 
the restoration of peace. ■' 

At the 1st convention of the Churches after the close of the 
War, in I7ti4, the important subject of a Theological Profes- 
sorship was resumed, and the Rev. Dr. John N. Livingston, 
who long before had been designated by the classis of Amster- 
dam, and the University of Uirechi, was unanimeusly chosen 
their first Professor of Didactic and Polemic Theology. In 
consequence of an overture to the Synod froia the Trusted of 
Queens College in New Brunswick in 1310, the Theological 
Institution vaa removed from New-Yoritto that ciiy. A sec- 
ond Professorship was there instituted and the venerable Dr. 
Livingston presided over its destinies, wiJi great honour to 
himself and advantage to the churches. 

Since the death of Dr. Livingston, by the most prouipi, and 
hitherto unexampled eSbrls in the Dtitch Church, stable pro- 
vision has been completed for the support of the second pro- 
fessorate, and a third Profesaorship endowed ; so, thai the 
whole original plan has been happily carried into effect, in all 
ils parts, and \s now in fuli operation. 

To those who may be unacquainted with the doctrines and 
usagesof the Dutch Church, it may be proper to slate that their 
doctrines are embraced in those views of divine truth, drawn 
from the Holy Oracles which were composed, and adopted in 
the National Synod of Dordrecht in Holland, in the years l6l 8 
and 19. 

That synod, composed of the most distinguished dele- 
gates from all parts of Europe, and of almost all denomina- 
tions of the ptotestant world, and which continued in session 
two years, formed one of the most august bodies of men thai 
perhaps ever were convened on such an occasion since the 
(lays of the apostles. 

These doctrines which have long been published to the 
world, are embodied in the confession of faith and cat- 
echisms of the Reformed Dutch Church in America. They 
substantially comport with the 3'J articles of the Church of 
England, and entirely with the doctrines of ihe Presbyterian 
Church in these United Slates, as expressed in (heir West- 
minister confession of -Faith, and larger and shorter cate- 
chisms. 

The form of government of the Dutch Church is strictly 
F piesbyterian. Their Churches ate ?tmt\^«S.-^\w.W*6." 
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statesofNew-YorkandNew Jersey, with a Tew inFeonsylva- 
nia. Their public worship has for a long lime been conduct' 
ed in the English Language They liave eleven flourishing 
Churches in the city ofNew York, and compose in the aggre- 
^(e a large and most respectable section of the American 
Church. 
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The professors of the Theological Seminar; at New Bri 
wick are the following, viz : 

Rev. Phillip MiUedoler, D. D. Professor of Didactic and Po- 
lemic Theology. 

Bev. John De Witt, D. D. Professor of Biblical Literature. 

James Cannon, D. D. Professor of Ecclesiastical History, 

Church Government and Pastoia) Tlieology. 



The Persons composing the present Faculty of Rutgers Col- 
lege, in New Brunswick, are the following, vis : 

Rev. Phihp Milli-doler D. D. Presiil.;iii of the College, and 

Professor of Moral Philosophy and the Evidence of Chislri- 
anity. 

Rev. Juhn De Wilt, D. D. Professor of Belles Letters, Ele- 
ments of Criticism, and Logic. 

James Cannon, D. D. Professor of Metaphysics, and Philo- 
sophy of the Human Mind. 

Rev. W. C. Brownlee, D. D. Pro^ssor of Language9,and 

Robert A drain, L.I* D. Professoi jiMethemaiics, Natural 
Philosophy and Astronomy. 

Instruction is also given in (he CLiUege, on English Gram- 
mar ; ancient and modern Geognipliy, Chemistry, Political 
Economy, History, and Chronoln^ v. 



Joseph Nelson, L. L. D. late of ihp cily of New- York, i 
tor ofthe Giainmar School. 
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at the beginning of the present gear, I82fi. 

1. The SotJTH Dutch ■« a stone building in Garder 
wliit^li was erected in 1693 and rebailt in 180?. Its din 
sioifi are 58 by 06^3508 square feeL The Rev. Jam ep 
Mattbkws D. D. is pastor. 

2. TJie Church at Harliem was built of wood. It is not as- 

I certained, at what time il was IVmnded-, \iWA"\sB,eww3.\^"jt»ft' . 
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lieved to have Ueen soon after (he aelllemenl of ihis ciiy by 
the Dutch. Its dimensions were 30 by 57=1710 feet square^ 
The Rev. Mr. Coknb).ius C. Vermbulb is pastor. In the 
year 1B25, a new brick building 50 by 65=3250 feet square, 
was erected in its stead. It is ornameiiled with a handsome 

3. iMinDLE DuTCR in Nassau, between Liberty and Cedat 
Streets, conlaining 7500 square feet, buJlE in 1729, and 

4. North Dutch in William, between Fulton and Ann- 
streeis, being 70 by 100=^7000 square feet, erected in 1769, 
are stone buildinga and collegiate churches, under the pastoral 
charge of Rev. GE&ARnus A. Kuifeks, D. D. and John Knox, 
D. D. On the cupola of the former of these churches, there 
is a public clock. 

5. The jChurch in Herring-street, Greenwich village, was 
built of wood in 1782 and enlarged in IBO7. It contains 2232 
feel square, and has a spire and public clock. The congrega- 
tion having of late greatly increased, the present building was 
found loo small for their accommodation. The foundation of 
a new stone church to be 64 by 84^=5376 feet square woe, 
therefore, laid last autumn, and the church will be completed 
during the present year. The pastor is the Rev, Mr. Nicho- 
las 1. Mabsslus. 

G. NoaxH West Church, in Franklin-slreei, of which the 
Rev. Mr. Gbobue Dubois is pastor, was erected in 1808. If 
is a stone building 60 by SO and contains 4800 square feet. 

7- The Church at HarsenviUe, of which the Rev. Dr. 
Alexanoer Gunn is pastor, is likewise, »stane building, 57 
by 72 containing 4104 square feet. It was erected in 'l814. 

8. The Mabket-Strbet Churcli is a stone building, 67 by 
31 and contains 5427 square feel. It was built in 1819.=: 
Pastor, Rev. William M'Muiiray, D. D. 

8. Gbrman Reporhbd Church is a brick building, 45 by 
1)0=2700 square feet, and was erected in Forsyth-street in 
1322. Divine service is performed in the German and Eng- 
lish languages alternately. The Rev. Mr. Charles Knouss' 
is pastor. 

10. The Church in Broome, at the corner of Greene-slreel, 
nnder the pastoral chaise of the Rev. Jacob Broadhead, D. D. 
was opened in 1824. It is a brick building SO by 60=4300 
square feet. 

1 1. The Church in Greene, corner of Housion-slreel, is a 
marble building, and was completed towards the end of the last 
year, 1 325. It is 5G feet in front by 75 feet in deijtli =a^a»S 

The RcT. Mr. F.LiBAin-wv^w^^ssR.w. 
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A LIST OF OHIRCHES. 

FiMT Protestant Rbpormei» Dutch Ciiurch ot 
THB PEOPLR OF coLouB.* TIlis coitgregation is ofganizeil 
according to law, sad is acknowledged by ibe o\ha EUformetl 
Dutch Churches. Laat autuniQ the foundation of a brkk 
building for their place of trorship was laid in Wooster, near 
Canal-street. They hold ilieir meetings, at present, in a 
school-room in Duaue-street. Pastor, the Rev. Air. Mark 
Jordan, 

Within the last four years, ten or twelve ministers have se- 
ceded from this connexion and assumed to themselves the 
natne of ^H 

Thk Tboe Rbwuikiid Dutch Cbukcr. ^H 

They profess to adhere rigidly to the articles of the syndlV 
of Dortrecht. Of these there is one con^egation in this ciiy 
under the pastoral caje of the Rev. Mr. CoaNBLiLS T. Dbma- 
REBT. Their church is a brick building 50 by 6b=S2^(i feet 
s(]uare. It is situate in King-street. 

Protestant Epfscofal Chi'rches. jH 

Soon after the surrender of the colony of New York bymfT 
Dutch in l66i, divine service was regularly performed, agreed 
ably to the ritual of the Church of England, in a chapel with- 
in the Fort and this was the first Protestant Episcopal Church 
in this city : but from the constant arrival uf episcopalians 
from Great Britian as wdl as from Ireland, it was soon found 
to be loo small for their accommodaiion. In the year l696, 
a new and spacious church was, therefore, erected ; but the 
former continued to be used for religious warship till 1741, 
when it was consumed by fire, at the time of the Negro Plot, 
as it was called. 

The following is a correct list of the Protectant Episcopal 
churches now in this city, with the dates, at which ihey were 
j'espectively built, the names of their rectors, &c. 

1st. Trisitt Church was built in 1696 in Broadway, be- 
tween Rector and Thames-Streets. It was enlarged in 1737; 
burnt downiu 1776, and rebuilt in 1738. It is now a stntelj' 
edifice in the Uothic style, being ornamented with an elegant 
spire and has a fine chime of bells. It is 74 feet in front by 
tOl deep=7474 square feet. 
■ 2d. St. Paul's in Broadway, between Fulton and Vesey 

B Streets, 18 n handsome stone building, with a line spire and 

H 
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dock. It was built in 1766, being 72 by x:3=8136 » 
feel; and 

3d. St. John's in Varick-streel, which is likewise a hand- 
some as well as a spacious stone building, ornamented wiih it 
spire nnd duck, being 73 by 111=^8103 I'eet square. In from 
of this building ia a largeopen space called Hudson's square. 
It stands in as pleasant a situation as any church in ihr 
dlyaod was built in I8O7. 

Of the above three, Trinity is the parish churdi, and St, 
Paul's and St. John's chapels. The Right Kevetend John 
H. HoBART, D. D. is rector, and the Rev. Messieurs Wu. 
Bbrktan, Bb->jamin F. Onderdonic and John F. Scrieder 
are assistant ministers. 

4lh. St. GEORfiK's in Beekman, comer of Cljff-streer. 
was built in 1759, destrsyed by fire in 1814, rebuilt ii> 
I8IG. It is an elegant and spacious stone building, being 72 
by 104 feet, and containing 74S8 square feet. It is decorated 
with a cupola and has a public dock. The Rev. Jame& . 
MiLNOR, D. D. is rector. J 

51h. Chuist Ch[;rch, Ann-Street, 61 feet in front by 30 1 
in depth=4880 square feet, is a stone building, and was 9 
ereciedin 1794. The Kev. Mr. John Seiaon Rector. ^ 

6ih. Dd St. Espbit. The building now known by ihni 
name, was erected in Pine, near Nassau-Street in 1704, by some 
French proiestants, who founded their Church upon the prin- 
ciples and model -of that in Geneva. During the revolu- 
tionary war, the interior was entirely destroyed. In the year 
1794, it underwent a thorough repair; and in 1803, the mem- 
bers as well as their clergyman joined the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church It was then consecrated in the usual manner, by 
the name of the Church Du St. Ejpbit. It is a stone build- 
ing 50 by 70=3500 feet square. Of this church, the Rev. 
Hknri L, P. Penevetrb is rector. Divine service is per- 
formed here in the French language. 

7lh. St. Mars's in Siuyvesaiit-Street,near the Bowery, is a 
stone building, and was erected in 1799. It is Cfi feet in 
breadth by 100 in depth=6{}0U square feet. The Rev. Mr. 
Wilmah Crbiohton is rector. 

8th. ZioH CHtTBCR, a stone building, €4 by 80, and con- 
taining .M 20 feet square, was erected, at the corner of Mott and 
Cross Streets in 1801, burnt in 1815, and rebuilt in I817.— 
The Rev. Mr. Thomas Bhibntnall is rector. This church 
was built by a society of Lutherans and continued in that cutt- 
nexion till 1810, when it was received into the communion ot 
wlbe Protestant Episcopal Church. 
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!Hb. St. Stephens is a stone building, 34 feet in front by 
^7^ ■» deptli, and containing 40^0 square feet II is situate in 
Chrystie, corner of Broome-Street, and was built in 1809. — 
The Rev. Hbnby 1. Fkltus D. D. is rector. 

lOth. St. Mickabl'e ,a small vooden building, 36 by 5S 
= 1908 square feet, was erected at Bloomingdale in ISOT*. — 
The Rev. Mr. Williad Richmond is rector. 

llih. Grace Chuach is a spacious brick building erect- 
ed in Broadway^ corner of Rector-Street, in 1SD3. It is 6S 
feet in breadtb by 113 in rength=7ll(« feet square. The 
Rev. JONATHAN M. Wainwwght, D. O. is rector, 

12th. St. James's, a frame building, erected in Hamiltoii 
Square,fa 1 S 1 (), is 70 feet long by 40 broad =2 800 square feet. 
The Rector is the Rev. Mr. Wit-LiAM Richmond. 

13th. *St. Philip's, in Collect-Street, between Leonard 
and AnihonyStreeii, was built in 1S19, burnt in 1831, and re- 
built in 1822. It is aneat brick building, being 50 by 60 
and conmining 3000 square feet. The Rev. Mr. Petes Wil- 

I-lt1i. St. Luke's is a brick building,and wat erected in 
Hudson, near II amersley- street, in 1 823. It is in front 48 feet 
by 66 deep=;3l68 feet square. The Rev. Geoboe Ufpold, 
D. D. is recior. 

15ih. Cubist Church, in Anthony- Street, near Broad- 

way, is a stone building, and was erected in 1823. Its dimen- 

sians are <34 by 90.=37(>0 feel square. Tbis is the same con- 

I gregation, which was founded in Ann-Street, In 1704. The 

' Bev. Thosias Ltell, D. D. is rector, and the Rev. Mr. Mak- 

r Eastbubn assistant minister. 

l6th. All Saints, is a small wooden building, which was 

[ erected in Grand-Street, at the head of Division-Street, in 

1824. It is intended to answer a temporary purpose; and 

I such arrangements liave been made as to warrant the belief, 

that a large and more suitable place of worship will be reared 

I speedily as possible. The Rev. Mr. William A. Clakk 

17th. St. Thi>mas', is an elegant and stalely edifice, built 
L in the Gothic style, in Broadway, at the corner of Houslon- 
E Street. It is jml finished and was consecrated 2Sd February, 
[ 182(>. The dimensions of this building are 03 by 113=7006 
■ Ic'el square. The Rev. Mr. Cornelius R. Duffib is rectair m 
St. Mark's, r wooden butldiog, nearly finished at Maai 
tenvillein 1826. Vacant. 
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Bes ides the clergymen above mentioned, the following rev- 
erend gentlemen, wfao have the pastoral charge of no coDgrC' 
gallon residein ihis city and county, viz: Rev. Dri. Wm. Har- 
ms, President, and John M'Vickab, Professor of Moral PhUos- 
OBophy, Columbia College ; the Rev. Drs. Samuhl H. Tun- 
NKR and BtRO Wilson, Professors of the General Theological 
Seminary ; the Rev. Dr. Eomuno D. Barry, Principal of an 
.\cadeniy; and the Rev. Messrs. William Hawmell, and 
HbnavI. WtriTEHOUsE. 

GENtRALTHEOLOGiCAL Seminary OF THE Protestant 

Episcopal Chcrch in the United States. 

The building designed for this insliiuti*n is now greeting 
on the ninth Avenueonan ample lot of ground, whichcoropri- 
ses a whole square, the munificent donation of Clement C. 
MoOKE, Esq, This seminary was originally established by 
the General Convention of the Protestant Lpiscopitl Churdi 
in the United States, in the year 1S17 and located in this city. 
At the General Convention in 1820. its organization was 
changed to New Haven. Ai a special General Convention 
held in 1821, it was again removed to ihis city and under still 
further improved organization, was united with the Theolo- 
gical Seminary of Ihis diocese, which had been established in 
1820. The trustees are the bishops of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church in the United Stales, and clergymen and laymen 
of the said Church chosen by each diocese in proportion to its 
number of clergymen and its conlributions to the Seminary. — 
On the last removal of (he Seminary to this city, it came into 
the possession ofthemunificentle^cy of about §70,000, left by 
ihelaie Jacob Sherrbd, Esq. of this cily. The lectures are_. 
at present delivered and ihe business of the Seminary carried 
on in a large brick bnilding in V a rick 'Street, near St. John's 
Church, a part of which is likewise, occupied as a charity 
school for said church. 

The professors are the Right Rev. Jons Henrv Hosart, 
D, D. Professor of Paslnral Theology and Pulpit Eloquence. 

The Rev. Sauuxl H. Tuuner, D. P. Professor of Biblical 
Learning. 

The Ber. Bird Wtisoit, D. D. Professor of Systematic Di- 

The Rev. Bekjamik F. Ondrroosk, A. M. Professor of tbt 
nature, ministry and polity of ihe church, and 

Clemekt, C. Modrb a. M. Professor of Oriental and 
Greek Literature. 

Mr. William C. WhittinghamistViftVftitM'wft. 
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^F Catrolic Chubches. 

^p ■ Tin tlte close of ihe revolutionary war, clergymen of this 
H (lenominatioD were prevented, under severe penalliei, from of- 
Sciatiog in (be province (now the state of New York ;) but no 
sooner was our independence fully acknowledged, than every 
man was left at liberty, to worship his creator agreeably to the 
dictates of bis own conscience. In the year 1 784 and 178S, 
our Roman Catholic brelhren in this city, assembled in such 
places as ibey could hire, from time to time, forlhe purpose of 
celebrating divine worship, in ihe manner prescribed by tbeii 
church; but in 17S6, by their own exertions and the liberal 
coniribulions of their fellow citizens of different persuasions, 
they erected their first place of worship. They have now 
three churches. 

1st. St. Pbteh^s, built ofbrick, at the comer of Barclay 
and Church Streets, in the year 178ti,being43 bytJl=38S8 feet 
square. The very Rev. Mr. John PowKB,vicargeneralof the 
dioceis, is rector and the Rev. Mr. Pktbk Malonb assistant. 
2d. St. Patrick's Cathedral a spacinus stone building, 
being the largest place of worship in this city, was erected in 
1815, at the corner of Mott and Prince-Streets, 80 by 120=^ 
9600 feet square. The Rev. Messieurs Thomas Levin ami 
Wu^lAM TavloB are joim rectors, These (wg churches 
may in some mensure, be considered collegiate, as the minis- 
ters respectively appointedbyeach, ofliclaiealiernally inboth. 
9d. A frame building with n brick front in Siienlf-Sireet, 
45 by 60=2700 feel square. This was sold by the Pnabyie- 
rian Church, under the pastoral care of the Rev. Euhc W. 
Baldwin, in April, 1826, and taken possession of by the Ro- 
man Catholics, on the 1st May tblluwing. It has'not as yet 
been consecrated, no name has been assigned lu itjnurlias 
any pastor been appointed ; but all these things »«il certainly 
be done in a short time, the othert two churches being filled lo 
overdowing. 05* For the location of Mr. Bntdmin't 
gregation, sec PaESByTERiAN CHiTftcHiEs, page Itjf. 

Unitarian Churches. 

Of these there are two in this city, viz : 1st. a stone builJ^ 

ing with a marble front erected in Chamber, between Church 

and Chapel-Streets, in 1820. It is 45 feel in front, by 60 in 

deplh=2700 feet square. The Rev. Mr. William Wabe is 

A second place of worship is now erecting in Prince, bc- 
iireea Green and Mercer-Sireets. It will be a spacious brick 
building and so great progress Ittas been made in the work, (hat 
it will no doubt be finished dunngX'he^Twetivs'aoiiaet. J 
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Univrrsal Chukciiks. 

OfthcH wehivetwo, viz. Isi. a square brick bui1diiig;^67 bj 
67=4489 feel square, which was erected at ihe corner orDuaiit- 
and Augustus Streets in the year 1SI8. This congregslioD) 
however, was organized in 1802. Pastor, ihe Rev. Mr. En- 
WAiiD Mitchell. 

2d. This ii hkewise a brick building, 60 by 70=4200 feat 
square, anil was erected in Prince-sireel, a little below St. 
Patrick's Cathedral, in 1S24, It is under the pastoral care o! 
ihe Rev. Mr. Nbhkmiah Dodob. 

Besides ihe above, we have two churches which cannot] 
with propriety, be classed under any particular denominativn. 
These are the'Chuich in the Slate Prison, 34 by 54=^1836 feet 
square, and that In thr Alms Houseai Bellevue, 50 by 66=^ 
3300 feet square. These are stone buildings. The pulpit 
in ihe Slate Priaan is filled by clergynipn of all denominations, 
except on the first Sabbath, in every iniinth, when the Rev. 
Mr. John Stanfobd, who is chaplain oflhis as well as of tbe 
other criininal and most of the eleemosynary houses in the 
city, officiates. This laborious pastor preaches, once in the 
City Hospital twice in ihe Church at the Alms House, and 
unce in ths PeniWrHiary un every Lord's Day, except on tiie 
lirsE in every month, when ministers of the Methodist con- 
nexion perrorm divine service ; but, Ht all times, respecta- 
ble clergymen ofany denominatinnare allowed to exercise their 
sacred functions in both these houses of worship. Mr. Stan- 
ford likewise preaches five or six times throughout the week. 

The Mariner'a Church has been already noticed under the 
Presbyterian Churrhes, though, perhaps, with little propriety. 
as it has no other claim to be ranked in that respectable body 
thanthm their pastor, the Rev. Mr. John TRUAIR,isa member 
of "The Presbytery of New York." That there are many o1 
the regular hearers attached to the Presbyterian system is 
true. But lei It ever be remembered, that this church was 
erected for the accommodation of sailors, by the liberality of 
Christians of diflerent denominations. The institution is 
therefore founded on the broad basis of Christianity, without , 
reference to auy particiOar seel or party, and it will n» doubt 
continue, as it is at present, open to pious ministers of all de- 
nominations. Several societies have lately been oi^anised for 
ameliorating the situation of mariners, of which due notice will 
be taken hereafter. 
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Public Markets. 

Public markets for the sale of provisions are held, in this 
city, on every day of the week, except Sunday 5 and on that 
day, fish or miJk may be sold before nine o'clock in the morn- 
ningy and milk after .five in the afternoon. 

*rill about 16 pr.18 years ago, the Mayor was clerk of the 
market ex o^cto, and appointed so many persons deputy clerks 
as he thought.proper ; but now, as the whole emoluments ari- 
sing from the in|ur|cets are vested in the Common Council, they 
have been authorised by an act of tlie legislature to appoint 
these officers. 

£ax:h deputy clerk, previous to his entering on the duties 
of his oQice, must become bound with sufficient surety in the 
penal sum of j( 1000 ; and also take an oath or affirmation, that 

lie will faithfully execute the office of deputy clerk of the 

market to which he had been appointed. 

It is their duty to cause all the laws of the corporation and 
regulations prescribed by the market committee, respecting 
the markets^ to be duly enforced. 
Bee^porkf veal, mutton and \ainb>^te cvA. w^ ^iv^ ^Ov^\w 



the public market by the joint, or in pieces, by ihe licensed 
butchers onlif, iheir agenu or servants Each of these loiBt 
■ell at his own stall, and canclude his sales by one o'clock in 
the a ncrnoun, between lat iVlay and 1st November and, by two 
between first Novecnber and the lirsl May. Butchers 
censed by the Common Council, 

To prevent forestalling, no articles shall be bought to seJt 
again, in any market or other part of the city, before 12 
o'clock at noon, except fhsur and meal which must not be 
bought to be sold again until 4 anernoun. Hucksters in the 
markets are restricted lo the sale uf veg^-tahle with the eicep- 
lion of fruits. No poultry, eggs or butter, shall be sold in the 
public markets, or streets or cellars contiguous thereto by aiw 
person, except by him or her on whose farm such articles sbBil 
have been raised, or by some person, who shall have been in 
the country and there purchased thera Trnm the farmer, under 
the penalty of ten dnllari. Nor shiill any person sell fresh 
fish in any of the said markets or streets contiguous thereto, 
except fishermen and persons who shall have purchased the 
fish at the fishing place from fishermen, under the like penalty. 
All butter for sale in the public markets shall be sold by 
weight ; if in rolls, each roll shall contain one or more pounds 
without any fraction of a pouiid;and if in tubs, pails ot hrkins, 
othel- than roll butlei, the same shall be sold by the tub, pail 
or firkin and by no less quantity; and no person shall sell but- 
ter in any vessel except ill such as hsth the weight marked 
thereon. If butter or any oth. rani.lesold by weight or meae- 
ure shall he f und deSdent in weight or meusure, the person 
ofTering the same fur sale shall forfeit the sum of ten ital- 
lara ; and for offering to sell unwholesome or stale provi- 
sions, &c. the penalty is $'li ; but beshJes the payment of the 
aforesaid penalties, the articles, in both cases, are iieiEcd by 
the clerk of the market, in which such offence shall have been 
committed, and forfeited to the use of the commissioners of the 
L.Alms house and Bridewell for the relief and benefit of the poor 
ft«f Ihe city. 

H ' Ail weights, measures or beams, used within the limits of any 
"' ipublicm arkel, shall be sealed under the penalty of fifty dA 
lart ; and the deputy clerks shall, at least once in every week, 
inspect all weights, measures and beams used in their respec- 
tive markets, &c.'and report to the attorney of the board fat 
prosecution all persons whom they may find offending in the 
premues. And it is also the duty of the said deputy clerks to 
weigh the butter, which shall be exposed for sale in the public 
markets, at least once in each week. They mtist also altertd 
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a Uieir respective markets, Trom sunrise I< 
' dose of the market, in 
their power lo make knc 
dress. 

The market comroillee is invested with the ei 
and control of the public markets ; and i 
butchers, holding stujls in the public markets and ihuse w1io 
hftve rented stands froni the corporation, sball occupy any part 
of the public markets or market places nilhoui hnving first ob- 
tained a permit in writing, liir ihut purpose, from lite said com- 
mittee, and having the same registered wiih the deputy clerk 
of such market, under the pennlty of $25. Bui country peo- 
ple rpsortine; to ibe public miirkets fur the sale of their own 
provisions, are exempt from iliis regulation. The market 
committee are, like viae, empowered to lease ai auction or oth- 
erwise, for one or more years, all the butcher's stalls and to 
many of the si inds lor tishermen, countr j people and hunters, 
as they may have suitable applications for, the rent for which, 
when so leased, is to be paid quarterly in advance. 

In case the several stalls or stands marked out and numbered 
under the direction of the market ccraniitiee, within the public 
markets shall nut be rented, iheclerk of the market may permit 
tlifl same (o be OLCiipied by persona bringing articles of pro- 
viiion to market for sale, at such daily payment for the same, 
a» the market commliiee may, from lime to time, determine. 
The following ure the fees, which are now daily collected. 
For every sland for hucksters, under cover 12 1-2 cents, and 

For every aland for a (isherman, or for a person bringing 
produce from the conniry, 6 cents. 

For every stand occupied by persons for gelling meat (en- 
cept country people and butchers at their licensed stalls) two 
dollars per day, 

Uur public nutrkets are abundantly supplied with almost 
every thing in its season, which the land and water affords. — 
In an enumeration about twenty years ago, by several intelli- 
gent gentlemen, the species of wild quadrupeds, lit for human 
fowl, brought to this city in the course of the year were in num 
ber 8; of amphibious creatures S; of shell fish 14 j of birds 51; 
and of fishes 63. Their names follow. Wild aiiADiti;FB[>s. — 
Bear, deer, raccoon, ground hog, opposum, squiriel, rabbit, 
and hare. Amphibious, green turtle, hawks bill, loggetbea ' 
f.iapper, and terrapin. Shkll Fnit, oyster, lobster, prawi 
crab, gea-crab, cray-flsh, shrimp, clam, sea-ctam, soli clai 
aeallopf grty muacle, black muscle and pemwniWU. BiM>t)1 
Wild^ooae, braol, black-duck, gtey-4ucV,caii'JSft^«.di.-4'M?' 
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vood-duck,widgeon, teal, broad-bill-duck, dipper, sbell-d rake, 
old wife, cooie, bell-diver, whislling-diver, red-head, loi'ii, cor- 
morant, pilesianiSherrwateriGurjeiViDierrLniWillet, wood-cock. 
Eiiglish-siiipe,grey-8oipej'ellow-legged-snipe, robin-snipe, do- 
veriee, small-sand-snipe, green-plover, grej-plnver, kildare, 
wild turkey, heath-hen, pa rlridg.e, quail, meadow-hen, wild pi- 
-gean, turtle-dove, latk, robin, large-grey-sngw-bird, small-blue- 
inawrbird, blue-jay, yellqw tail, cjape, black bird, woodpeckef', 
blue-crane and white-crane. Fishes. Salmon. codtish,black- 
iSih, jtreaked-bass, sea-bass, sheepshead, mackerel, spanish- 
mackerel, hurae-mackerel, trout, pike, sunfish, mucker, chub, 
roach, shiner, white-perch, yeliow-perchj black-perch, stur- 
geon, haddock, pollock, hake,, shad, berring, sardine, sprat, 
raao-haden, weak-liBh, smelt, mullet, bonetio, king-fish, silver- 
fish, porgey, ship-jack, aogel-Asb, gnints, tusk, red-drum, 
black-drum, sheep-he&d-drum, dog-fish, killi-fish, bergall, 
tom-cod, red-gurnard, grey<gurnard, spearings, gar-fish, Aroit*' 
fish, blow-fish, |i>ad -fish, halibut, flounder, sole, plaice, skait, 
stingray, common-eeJ, congerrtel and lampray. 
Here it may be observed that, as upwards of twenty years have 
elapsed since the preceding enumeration was taken, the addi< 
tion of several important articles may have been made to it 
since that period. Much of the beef sold in out market has 
been heretofore brought from Pennsylvania; but as our stu- 
pendous canal has just been completed, so as to unite iht 
waters of lake Erie with the ocean, there is no doubt, that not 
only beef; but pork, mutton, venison, birds and even fishes of 
various kinds, perhaps, at present unknown to us, may, in a 
very short time, be sent.here from many places in the Western 
country, in consequence of which our markets will be more 
abundantly supplied than at present, though in this respect, we 
have not the least reason to complain, and the price of provis- 
ions, in various articles be considerably reduced. 

Of Public Markets ne have now eleven, via:. The Fulto»_, 
Waeuinoton, Cathabwe, Franklin, Doanb, Gouvek- 
NauR, Centhb, Essex, GnAND-STHEitT, SFitiNo-STRHET and 
Gbkenwich Markets. 

Fulton Market. 

This spacious market, which is composed of an extensive set 

of brick buildings, united together in » centre, and four oihefi, 

running jfrom the centre' to the East river, was opened in 

IS22, when the old Fly Market" was torn down, and is pro- 

— *'Thli unconlh oaine nipil hare ledVutwa^ex ^a^vn^aft,'i\n^.'«IA• 
|iHrAe; mrmnl irlth fliHl but Ae mppe\l»,Vio'a wtnt ^wmi ». ■*<*) " 
■ 9.^ 
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babiy as well calcolated for the purpose, for wbich it 
tended, as any on this side of the Atlantic or even in Europe. 
It is so called in honor of ibat wonderful man, to whom we are 
indebted for the introduction of steani boats, and is situate on 
(he East river, on the North side of Fulton-Street. 

In every one of our markets, there may generally be found 
abundance of such provisions as are suiiable to be placed 
on what may be called a comfurlable table ; but if one be desi- 
rous of getting a great variety of those dainties and luxuries, 
which constitute an essential part of the happiness of the epi- 
cure, let him go tr> this market, and there he may probably God 
as great a variety and abundance of *' the good things of this 
SIB to be met vitbinany part of the world. 

II. WisHiNOTON Market. 
This market was opened in ihe year 1813 onthescite of the 
uDsoN Market, which had for many years, been known by 
the whimsical name oflhe Bare Market. It is situate on the 
North sideofFulton-street, between Washington-street and the 
East river and between Fulton and Vesey-streets. The appel- 
ation of Bars as applied to it, ;s thus accounted for. A con- 
siderablepart uf the houses, on tbat side of ihecily had been con- 
sumed by the great fire, *hich happened 2 1st September, 1776. 
(See page 100.) Soon after its termination, a market was fixed 
(here for the accommodation of the citizens, who were erecting 
newhouses,ontheruinsof those which had been destroyed. In 
the progress of improvement, it happened, that the market- 
house was finished long before the street" were rebuilt or the 
generality of the inhabitants re-established. As there were for 
u considerable time, few purchasers, so It was seldom that a 
person, who had provisions to sell, would lose his time by ex- 
posing them there. \boul the year 1788,'iherefore, there <*as 
a good market house, in which little, if any provision! were 
bought or sold. This circumsiance led the chizeiis, to distin- 
guish it by the name uf the Bakr MAiiKeT. Bui about seven 
years after the evacuation, business began to be very brisk, 
houses were erected in great iiunihers along the North lUver, 
and the Hudson Market was so well frequented, that the Cor- 

feTent GBUle. That port af Ihe ci^j la Ihc loulh cailiracd of Pearl- 
Slreet «ai originatl/ a tall mradow, ivilh a creek running IhrDUrli it 
IVom Maiden-lane to the Eait river, rorming; such a ditpotition oriaod 
and water ai wat called, by Ihe Dutch, Vliic, i, e. a vallej, meadoiv 
or wel piece ot ^ound. When a market w«j held there Grit, it was 
lierefore called Tei Vi.aie Mirkkt, i. e. T^ \'>,\\ei 4t BUadvtr 
""•*■"' '■— - wJiich camethe cotrttpttoQDiri.-''' " ~ 
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■•CTation detmed it expedient [o direct the building of Tiie 

* Washinotom Markbt. 

Tliia is a spacions and handsome building. Thai part ot it, 
which fronts on Washington-streel, wiih the wings oa Fulton 
and Vesey-Streets, is built uf brick and exclusively appropria- 
ted I o the use of licensed butchers. At the ends of the wings 
ttnd parallel to the front part, there is a wooden building, for 
the accommodation of country people. Below this and close 
to ibe Hudson river stands the fish market, which is, likewise 
built of wood. In point of abundance and variety of provis- 
ions, this market is fully equal (o the Fulton. 

III. Catharink Makkbt. 
Tliis innrket was built in the year 1H04 and is situate in Calh^ 
urine-sirevi, between Cherry-street and the East river. That 
part of it which lies between Water and South Streets was re- 
built last autumn. The upper part between Cherry and Water 
Streets is exclusively appropriated to butchers, the lower to 
butchers and country people. The whole is built of briCk and 
is well supplied with all kinds of provisions. On the Cast 
river and below the above market is a wooden building, which 
vfof erected last autumn, for (he use of fishermen, 

IV. FoANKLiN Markbt. 
This a small market situate at the head of Old Slip and u 
erected in the year 1822. It is built of brick and is very con- 
venient for the citizens of the first ward, many of whom might 
find it difficult to go to the Fullon or Washington Markets for 
their daily supply of provisions, Very good butcher's meat is 
to be found in this market, and there is in general, a tolerable j 
supply of poultry, fish and vegetables. 

V. DiiASB Market. 
This market runs from Greenwich-street, through the low- 
er end of Duane-slreet, to the East river. It is a small 
uooden building and wss erected in the year 1807. Here 
may be found an abundance of vegetables and fish and some* 
times poultry. i 

VI. Ckntrb Market. I 

fronts on Grand-street and has two wings extending to- 
wards Spring-street. It is built of brick and lies between 
MotI and Urange-streets and was erected in the yearlSi7. 
Abundance of vegetables, and in general, fisli and fowl may be 
ii ad in this market. 
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VII. Essex Markit- . , __ 

This is abrick building and was erected in the year 1S2:^^^ 
It stands 01) G ran d-aireet, between Ludbw and Essex Streets, 
from which lasi it lakes its name. It is well supplied with 
vegetables and ofien with Gsh. 

VII, Gband-Stihibt Markst- 

Thls small makel is slluate on the EasI river at (he end of 

Grsnd-slreei, and was bujli of wwd in the year 1813. Here 

1^ nre to be round butcher's meal, plenty of vegetables, and aome- 
,1imes fish. M 

I IX. Gouvehnkub-Stkiiet Makkbt. ^M 

J This is the smallest in the cily. It was built of wood in tlJB 
jrear 1813, and contains only two or three butcher's suUs. fl 
*■' X. SpBiNs-STaseT Market. ^M 

This market was l.uill of brick in the year 181(|, and standi ' 
itithelowerendofSpring-street,bi.-twean Greenwich-street and 
the Hudson river. The upper part is exclusively occapied by 
licensed butchers, and the lower by people with country pro- 
duce and fishermen. It is, in general, pretty well auppU*^^ 
with dilfprent kinds of provisions. '-^M 

XL Gkbenwich Market. ^H 

This is a small market built of brick and stands in Cht%!^* 
topher-streel, near llie Slate I'rison. It was erected in the 
year IB 13 for the accommodation of the inhabitants ofGreen- 
wich village. Besides butcher's meat and vegetables, fish 
may be generally bad, and sometimes poultry. 

The revenue arising to the rity from these markets is 
siderable. Thus in the year 1825, there was collected. 
For Market rents $21,391,13 

do. fees 13,93^,48=^35,326,61 

In the year 1826. 
For Market rents $26,215,53 

do. fees 15,806,55=42,02^,08. 

Being an increase of 6,695,4? during ihe last year. 



CHAPTER V. 

^ Public Prisons. 

0/tbae weliave five in thi& c\t.y,cine (ot itt\i\«^'fttJled-'tl 



the Bkidewbll, the Pbnitbktiabi, the Stat* pKtspM, 
the HousR OP Repuob. 

The Debtor's ApAETnaNT, is a square stuoe build! Dg 
two stories high, in an airy and heajthj' situation, in the Pai 
a little (toto [he (:.asi end of the City HhI! and near Chalhai 
street. It is exclusively appropriated to the cunlinenient 
debtors; but has now very few tenants, as I have been inform- 
ed by OLIVGIiLow^i»i'.s,Baq. uur present high sheriff, that the 
number of persons in c'ose confinement is, in general, between 
twelve and twenty. Hence though the official report of pris- 
oners for debt, on the 1st of January last, amounted to 17S 
men (for by the laws of our state no woman can be im|>ris;< 
oned on a, civil action) not more than one tenth pari <if ihen^ ' 
were locked up in jail and the others, t& consequcni-e of lheil_ 
friends having become bail, were enjoying the jail libertieSj 
which now extend ihroufrh the whole city and cotiniry. 

Beforel enter on a description of our four criminal prisoni, 
it may not be improper to give a brief view of the punishment 
annexed to differeat crimes and of the places of conRnemenl. 
10 which criminals of different descriptions are sent. Va' 
gi-ants are confined in Bridewell till they can be conveniently 
seni to the Penitentiary,* as also criminals of evtry descrip- 
lion from the miirdprer and highway rubber to thf thief wl 
has pilfered a few shillings, till they are discharged by di 
course of law, or convicted by the court of the crimes alled^'^ 
ed agBin« them, after which ihey are immediate i conducteJJ 
by the constables or roarshajs to their respective | ' 

Persons convicted of petit larceny, i. e. of stealing goods. Sse. 
the vHlue of which does not exceed ^25, found guilty I'f fraudi, 
misdemeanours, violpnt assaults and battery, keeping disorderly 
houses and other minor offences, are sent to the Penitentiary. 
Criminals of this description are confined there at hard labour 
any term not shorter than one month nor longer than three 
years, as to the judges may appear proper, taking into consid- 
eration the nature of the case and the circumstances altendt:ig 
it. Sut ifa criminnlshould be convicted at the same court, on 
two or more indictments, for any of those crimes now men- 
tioned, he will receive a sentence on each ; so ilia^ after the ex 
piration of the term, for which he was to have been confined 
for the first offence, he immediately enters on his imprison- 
ment for the second, &c. Vagrantsare committed to the Pen- 
itentiary by the police justices to be employed (here at hard 
labour, for any time not exceeding six months ; and may be 
K'* TDunj- Yagnott ire olttn t«nt to tbe H.o«s« QT 'fi.i.Tnm. 
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liberateil on a res pec (able person becoming surety for I lie ir 
good behaviour, or ihat lliey will leave ihe city and i^ounly : 
bul llmse condemned by fhe courl can only be disctiuged by 
a pardon from hi;; Cxcelleiicy the Governor, which is by no 
Tncana, easy to be obtained. 

No person can be confined in ibe State prison for a less 
term than (hree years and one day, and the punishment ei- 
tends from three years and one day to 21 years, according tp 
the crimes of which ihey have been severally found guilty ; but 
liie Juration of (he confinement is, in genera! positively pre- 
scribed by law, in consequence of which as little is left tn the 
ili^cretiuii of the judges as possible. For the crimes of higfi- 
waif rohltenj, burglary, forgery, coimterfeiting and rape. 
criiiiiuala are confined, during life, and for all other crimes of 
H liit;her grade than those, which subject culprits tn the Peni- 
leniiiiry, except the few, which zre capital, they are sentenced 
to the Slate Prison from three years and a day to twenty one 
years. In addition to the confinement at hard labour for a 
Civtain number of years, convicts, whose crimes are attended 
with ciicum^tances of a very aggravated nature, may be con- 
demned to solitary confintment for such a number of months 
as to the judges, before whom they have been convicted, may 
appear proper. There is one case, which is not, perhaps, 
generally known, viz: that a criminal may under certain cir- 
cumstances, be sent to the State Prison fur petlit larceny. — 
It is this, tf after undergoing his regular term of punishment 
in the penitentiary for petli larceny, he should alWwards be 
fimml guilty of a similar oSTence, the law considers it as grand 
larceny and requires, that the oflender, be sent to the State 
I'risimand not lothe Penitentiary for the same. 

There are few countries in the world, in which capital 
punishments are so seldom inflicted as in the state of New- 
Vork, where intirrfcr and arson are the only crimes, which 
subject the od'ender to a shameful death, Tt is, indeed, true, 
that personsguilly of j)j>rtcy,(ri!(MO»anrfmai7ro66eiy, finish 
their wrelchni lives on the gallows ; but these crimes are cog- 
nisable in the courts of the United Slates an.' not in the In- 
divid it al state, in which they may have been committed, and 
as the depredulions of pirates are. In general, on the high seas, 
il is obvious, thai they can only be punished by the general 

It may now be expected, that I should notice the requisites 
nepessary to render a young person a proper object, for 
the Hguse of Kefuge, bul as this isa new and as I believe, 
by far the most pronualng Vtvslilution «vec estabKjfccAin'B" 
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city or indeed, In the United Stales, for the refonnation of Ju- ^ 
venile dt-li[iquents, a more particular accotini of its rise, pro- 
gress, iniiiiiies and of tbe beneficial efler.ts, which have already 
resulted from it, will be found towards the close of this chup- 

The City Prison aod Bridewell is a stone building sit- 
uate in the Park, near Broadway, aod a (ew yards West of the 
City Hail. Although the inmates of this Prison are only con- 
6aed in it, for a short time, it is greatly lo be wished, that of- 
fenders of dilTerent degrees of guilt should be kept as much 
apart as pnsMhle. To place the old and hardened litlftin, 
in ihe apartment with the young and inexperienced oOender ; 
the aged and rrafty felon in ihe same room, with the boy, 
who has committed some trifling depredations is, in fncl, 
erecting a school for guilt, and breaking down all wholeaome 
barriers of distiniiion. Gut though this is a serious evil, it is 
not in the power <if Mr. Geokqe B. Thobpe, (he present wor- 
thy keeper, to adopt any mode, hy which it can be remedied. 
He has only a few rooms and the number cannot be increaeed, 
■he building being by far too small This difficulty howev- 
er, will in all probability, be soon obviated ; as the Common 
Council have just purchased the State Prison, of which they 
will lake possession as soon as the new one shall be finished , 
in West Chester : and it is highly probable that ilie Delitor's 
Prison and Bridewell, frjr both of which there h more than 
abundance of room, will be transferred to that place as soon as 
the present occupants shall be removed to their new quarters. 
It nped scarcely be observed, that the removal of ihese two pri- 
sons from tbe Park will add greatly to its beauty and elegance. 
The affairs of the Bridetiell are directed by five respectable 
citizens, who are appointed by the Common t'ouncil by the 
^ name of'The Commissioners of the Alms House, Bridewell 
and Penitentiary of the City of New-Vork." Tbe ulficer», 
of the City Prison and Bridewell are the keeper and two dewj 
puty keepers or turnkeys, vvhn are appointed bv the Com- 1 
mon Council. ' ' 

2d. The pKxiTKNTiAav is a stone building 150 feet in ' 
length by 50 in br^dth, and three stories high. It is situate 
at Bellevue, contiguous to tbe New Alms House, near lo the 
EaM River, on as pleasant and sniubrinus a spot as can be 
found on the continent, and Is neaily three miles distant from 
iheCityHall. h was opened on May 18, iai6: and exclu- 
sively appropriated tu the confinement at hard labour of such 
^^persons as should be convicted at the Com^ ot Sfc»i\w>a>'A ^rS.\\ 
^^MtTteny and oilier minor offences, and oi \^?,x jpRx. *^\ "^"^ 
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prisoners can6ned here, a number are empIo^eiJ nil i!ie 
roads, some in the garden and other house work, some Eks shoe- * 
mkkers, tailors, &c. at iheir respective trades : and of the nu- 
men, part are employed in the kitchen, some in making and 
mending the clmlies of iheir fellow prisoners, and others in 
making slops oi in such other work as to the commissioners 
may appea most conducive to the good ofthe establishment. 
The Trkad Mill was in operation within the walls of the 
penitenlisry from the 23d September, IS'22, till November, 
iS24, when it was neceGsarily suspended, in consequence ni' 
many being sick of a malignant disea-e called the typhus or 
jail fever, which had raged, for some time, with great fury, 
amongst the prisoners, and to which numbers of them fell 
victims; as did also William L. Bbli>en, M. D. who 
lost his life in the cause of humanity and three of the keepers. 
Since that time the Tread mill has not again been revived, 
owing to two circumstances. Isf. Many young vagrants and 
petty oRenders, who were then with great propriety put upon 
the wheel are now sent to the House of Refuge, where It is 
certainly more reasonable to expect, that their morals will be 
corrected, their minds improved, and they (ihe youthful de- 
linqnents] rendered useful members of society than if they 
had been conlined in the Penitentiary. 2d, It has been more 
easy for the Commissioners to find slop work for the females 
than formerly. It is indeed, Inie, that the emoluments arising 
fn)m this kind of work are of little benefit to the establish' 
meni ; but that which arose from grinding grain at the Tread 
Mill was much less. To this I may add, that though females, 
when on the wheel displayed more cheerfulness than the men, 
who were al work, in the same manner in another apartment, 
various reasons render it improper, that women should remain 
under this kind of discipline for any length oi lime ; nor do 
I see the necessity of again resuming it at all, for their punish- 
ment, as the com mission ers can easily da vise some kind of em- 
ployment for ihem more congenial to the habits of their sex. 

But with respect to the male criminals, I see no impropriety 
in setting thpm on the Tread mill, when more profitable em- 
ployment cannot be obtained for them. 

Of the eBects of this kind of punishment, on ihe prisoners, 
I hawe had considerable opporlunily of forming a correct 
opinion, having resided as an under keeper for about seven 
months in the year 182-j, and after mature reflection 1 have 
no hesitation in declaring, that the labour of the tread mill was 
neither intolerably severe nor in the least injurious to health. 
rliat the ivgrk imposed upon the to«V\cu,\i\ \"oe penitentiary |. 



may be rather considered as a healtby recreation ilian a dread- 
liil punishment, and that even the Tread miU, if r except the 
chains worn hy the male convicts, is not harder work than we 
e daily performed by numbers of our honest labourers in 
_iis city. Still, however, uo prisoner either in the Peniten- 
^tiivy or State Prison need expect any thing agreeable, so long 
W^»a he is immured within their walls. No sooner does he 
arrive at the place of his destination than he is obliged toex- 
change his clothes, however line they may be, for the homely 
nnirocm of the place, which, though comfortable, is of a very 
. coarse texture. Of food he is allowed a sufficiency «f a v«ry 
K inferior quality ; but from the moment he becomes an inmate 
'■JD either of these prisons, he may hid an adieu to dainties and 
luxury. His associates are the most abandoned wretches and 
be is debarred from the company of hia acquaintances, ffiettds 
and relations. Day succeeds day and affords variety to most ; 
t none to liim, and he drags out hb miserable existence in 
e continued scene of melancholy, gloom, and despondeikcy. 
There are certainly numbers of thoughtless miscreants, who 
. view the punishment inflicted upon them with the utmost in- 
.'difference ; but I well know that the situation of every prb- 
oner, unless of those, nhoare hardened in iniquity andlosttoall 
I jKnse of feeling, is exceedin^y wretched. It was long a matlei 
Tl-cf regret, that so many Juvenile uffenders sleeping in lite same 
I zikom with villains hardened in guilt, were thereby greatly in- 
I jured in their morals. To remedy this glaring impropriety, sixty 
|_ cellsjcach 7 feet in length by 3 1-2 in breadth, were constructed 
i. JD the summer of 132S, so that those, who were most likely 
y to contaminate others by tlieir bad e.xample are now kept en- 
tirely by themselves. 

The officers of the penitentiary are a keeper and three dep- 
uty keepers, appointed by the Common Council, and the cum- 
missioners are authorised to appoint as many out-doorkeepers, 
not exceeding ten, as they may deem proper, who shallbave the 
charge and safe keeping of prisoners at work, on the roads or 
etherwiae. They may, liketvise, appoint four of the said as- 
sistant keepers as watchmen for the Penitentiary, The pres- 
ent keeper ia John 0. Wooiwlpp, Esq, who, for several years 
previous to the death of the late keeper. Alderman William 
liooghland, acted as assistant keeper, with credit to himself 
and the entire satisfaction of the commissioners. 

3d. The State pRieo.v is a large stone building three 
stories high, having all its workshops in the rear, and was 
' upened for the reception of convicts in ihe year 1796. Ji 
statids aboOt a mile and a half to th« ^ortRTOiVw-wi. ^S.%«. 
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City HbH, in liic Village of Greennricb, near lite faaaKs of (lie 
Hudtofl River, on as healthy a spot as is to be round on the 
Island. The space is enclosed by a strong stone urall fourteen 
feel high in front, and twenty-three in rear, in which is com- 
'yrised the prboR and its appendages, in extent about foov 
acres. 

The prison is under the superintendence and direction of 
Mven inspectors, wlio are appoinied by the governor by and 
with the adrieeand consent of the Senate. They make rules 
Ibrthe government of the convicts, and other persons belong- 
iBg to the prison, appoint r keeper, deputy keeper, agent, 
clerk, and as many assistant keepers' as to them may appear 
proper, whose salaries are all paid by the slate, as arc also 
ihe expenses of conveying the convicts thither from tiie differ- 
ent counties and of their maiMenance while there. The 
iiiiinber of assistant keepers is at present, fifteen. 

The Ina]iectors, or rather their agent, purcliase clothing, bed- 
ding, provisions, tools, implements, and materials for the em- 
ployment i'f the convicts, and dispose of the same when man- 
ufactured 10 ihe best advantage. The inspectors meet regu- 
larly every Thursday to transact the buriness of the Insliiu- 
lion and oftener if necessary. 

To specify alt the trades or callings, which are carried on in 
this prison would be too tedious. There are blacksmiths, 
nailora, shoemakers, tailors, carpenters, chairmakers, cabinet- 
makers, oopers, weavers, &c. all of the prisoners, so far as 
practicable, being permitted to follow that particular trade or 
occupation, in which they bad been brought up. Young men 
ixared in idleness and unacquainted with any regular means of 
earning an honest livelihood, when lodged in this place, are 
instructed in such trade or business, ns may in the opinion of 
the Inspectors, be most conducive to their future benefit. 
They are thus enabled to become good workmen, by the ex- 
piration of the term for which lliey liad been sentenced to 
confineineni, and have it fully in their power, if they feel so 
ilisposed, to provide for themselves in a comfortable man- 
ner. Decent strangers as well as citizens, who are desirous 
of seeing the prisoners at work, may be gratified by paying 
12 1-2 cents each for the benefit of the Institution. ■ 

In lire State Prison on the ISlh of April 1836, tltenuiDb««H 
of convicts were ^M 

■l qrwhitemen SIS Of coloured men 91 V 

B white women II coluurcd women 28 ^ 



But in juslice to tlie reputation or our state, it is proper to 
observe tliat more thaa on« half ofthe above convicts are from 
foreign countries or from other states, many of whom have 
been, no doubt, nlUacted by the bopes of getting mere abun- 
(lani plunder in this metropolis than they could expect in any 
other place. In iliE Prison hospital, in April last, liiere were 
ibirty-seven patients, most of whose compiainta were of a 
pulmonary or dropsical nature. 

Having already noticed the dress and diet of the piisoners 
under ihe preceding article, the PetiiUntiary, I now proceed 
to take notice of the means adopted to prevent theii escape. 
It has been mentioned already, that there are Hfleen assistant 
keepers. Six of these are on the watch every night, and so 
statianed in the ilifletent wards, that they can easily discover 
the commencement of any disturbance. But besides these, 
there is an armed guard, consisting of a captain and fourteen 
privates,* whose dtity it is to suppress all riots and commotions 
among the prisoners and to prevent their escape. In this In- 
stitution, the prisoners have been wise enough to discover that 
the eye of juslice was too vigiUnt, and its arm too powerful to 
permit them to Sy in the face of authority with impuDity, or 
with even the least chance of success. Hence nothing like a 
general rising has taJcenptseesince the year 1803, vben there 
nroae a commotion which was not suppressed till three were 
killed and several wounded. The present keeper is John 
Gibson, E^q. a gentleman in the prime of life, and tborougly 
acqaainled with every part of the business of the eslablish- 
nent, as he has acted with honour to himself and advantage to 
tbe public in the capacity of a deputy keeper from 8lh April, 
1803, till August in the year 1S25, when on the death of Da- 
%U Board, Esq- then keeper, he was appointed in his stead. 

New Slaic Priion. It having appeared to many beoevo- 
lent inalividuab, that the rooms in our State Prison were by 
ftr loo large to answar the purpose of the Institution, and that 
ihe circumstance of so many prisoners sleeping together in one 
apartment had an evident tendency to corrupt their morals, 
representations were made lo the legislature upon the subject, 
■I Iheif session in 1 825. For this as well as for other reasons, 

ct was passed, March 7th, 1825, " authorising the erec- 

of a new State Prison in the first or second senate Als- 
tricts of this state," and appointing George Tibbils, Stephen 
Allen, and Samuel M. Hopkins, Coounissioners. 
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, The foundation of the proposed edifice i 

_ lid, at MoUDi Pleasant, Westchester county, ahoiit a 

fhiin the city, in May Mltwing. it is to contain SOO cells, 
each 7 feet tang by 3 1-2 in breadth, so that wbaitiTer number 
of prisoners, it may be supposed, there will becoiilineittliereat 
anyone time, there will be a place, in which each of thrmcan 
sleep separately. Sixty of these cells were completed in the 
month of November last. Considerable progress has been 
made in the building and it is expected, thai it will be fin- 
ished in the spring of 1828. The whole work has been cor* 
ried on by convicts, ofwlioat there axe now therebetween 180,^ 
and 140. .m 

House of Refuge. 

The reformation of persons advanced in years and inured- 
lo the commission of crimes, though often attempted, has 
heretofore been of little benefit either li> the wretched olFen- 
ders or to the community, indeed,, we are taught by sad ex- 
perience, that if a person at the age of forty years or upwards 
be convicted in a court of justice, the prohabilily of his being 
rendered a good member of society by any human tneana niay, 
in a great measure, be consideted as hopeless. 

Witt) respect to juvenile ddinquenls, however, the case is 
widely different. Their manners are not permanently formed, 
and though iheir habits may be vicious in consequence of the 
had example or neglect of their parents, their minds are plia- 
ble and, by the use of proper means, may be impressed with 
the priikciples of morality and religion, in consequence of 
which, instead of remaining the outcasts, they may become use- 
ful membe£s of society- 

"A society for the reformation of juvenile offenders" had 
been formed in London for several years, and in their annual 
report, June 3d. 1823, they thus state the advantages, which 
were likely to result from it. "Iheaucceasof this Institution, 
satisfactorily proves, that there are few ev jn amongst the most 
guilty, who may not, by proper discipline and treatment, be 
aubdiied and reclaimed, and justifies the meeting in (he con- 
Ticlion, that no measure would be so efGcacious in arresting 
the progress of juvenile d eh nquency, as the establishment of 
a well regulated prison for the reformation of criminal youth." 

With such satisfactory evidence of the utility of this Insti- 
tution in London, it naturally occurred to many of our felloif^^ 
citizens, that if one upon a similar plan should be exiablbblwl 
here, it might be equally conducive to the cause of humaiiit]r^| 
A$ocicly iFas accordingly organVwi\>^ B,n\rt(Ai« ^i^\»a«M|M 
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lent persons who, on the 29th of March 1823, obtaincdai 

for ila incorporaticHi by (he name of "The Society for there- .■ 
formation of Juvenile oflcnders in the city of New York." r 

Their charter authorises tbem to establish "A housb op J 
Refuge" for jurenile delioquents, and places the coacerns ^ | 
the corporation, under tJiirty managers, who are to be annual' 
ly elected by lite members on the 3d Monday of November. 

By the 4lh section of the act, the managers are authorist'd 
10 lake into the House of Refuge all such children as shall be 
coDrntitted as vagrants, or convicted of crimes in ibis city, as 
may in the judgement of the court, before whom they shall 
betriedithe police mngistraies or the coraniissionprs of the 
Alms House, be proper objects, and the said managerB may 
place such children, during their minority, at such employ- 
menis, and cause them to be instructed in such branches of 
useful knowledge, as shall be suitable to their capacities, and 
ihey may bind out the said children to such persons and at 
stich places and to learn such trade or employment, as they 
shall think will be must conducive to their reformation and fti' 
lure benefit. 

The first concern of the managers was to ascertain how fat 
ihey might rely upon the bounty of the citizens for the means 
requisite [o carry into efiVct llie proposed asylum. They pub- 
lished a pathetic address to their fellow citizens, in which they 
pointed out the great benefits which might be expected lo re- 
sult lo the community from the establishment of a "Home of 
Refuge.,^'' but more particularly lo ihnse unhappy individuals, 
fur whose reformation the idea of such an institution was firsf 
started, and after slating the diOiculiies, to which they would 
be ejjposed in treading the untried path, unaided by example 
in this country, they concluded thus. "Bui all we want as an 
cncouragemiHit to perseverance, is the promptitude and effi- 
ciency of yoltr co-operation." This appeal was not made in 
vain. Subscriptions and donaiions to the amount uf about 
.f 15,000 were the mult. The legislature, likewise, at their 
next session granted (o the institution the sum of $3000 per 
annum for live years, in aid of its funds. 

Thusencourged, the next care of the managers was lo find 
a suitable scite for The House of Refuge,Bnd they fixed on the 
spot, held by the general government, as an arsenal, at the 
juncture of Broadway and Bowery, which was no longer 
wanted for thai purpose. And it was scarcely possible 
ihat they could have made a belter choice. From the vicious 
habits of the boys, who would necessarily be '&«nV^.Wx*.',''^'<ti'^ai 
obvious, that a high w&Uueuod rti«?tmiW&'««i>ii,'o*i"i»*&a- 
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(jensably necessary. The arsenal nol only afforded this im- 
portant advantage ; but contained a suitable dwelling for the 
superintendent and his family. The outer wall includes a 
space ol'320by 300 feet, which is quite sufficient for any es- 
lension nfthe institution. 

On the Isl January, 1825, the House of Refuge was opened, 
when nine poor outcasts from society, viz. three boys and sis 
girls, cloihed in rags, were placed before a numerous and res- 
pectable audience, whose feelings unanimously vibrated in uni- 
son with the philanthrophic views, which led to the formation 
of the Institution. The number of its inmates continued to 
increase to fifty eight, via : forty four boys and fourteen girla, 
beyond which the former limited accommodations for ihc 

I males could not be extended. The whole number admitted 
from its commencement to the annual meeting, l6ibNov. last, 
Jras seventy-three, of whom two were returned to their pa- 
rents, one sent to the, Alms-house, one discharged being of age, 
four absconded, and nine were indented. The present number, 
(May lOth 1S26,) consists of sixty boys and liftecn girls. 

Though the building found on the premises answered a good 

temporary purpose, yet il was totally inadequate to the wants 

of such a school of industry and reformation as the occasion 

demanded. Accordingly the managers caused a stone edifice; 

two stories high, ISO feet long by 38 feet wide to be erected. 

This is exclusively designed for boys, and it is intended, to sp- 

propriate the original building to the use of girls, for whiflW 

however, it is not well constructed, and (|uite too small to afl 

mil of that extension of the female department, which is Jjft 

^^ airable. A building corresponding with that erected for tiM 

^Loales is, therefore, 8 great disideralum in the com|dclion of 

■tfae plan. 

^P With respect to the utility of this mstitution, the statement 

^ nf Hugh Maxwell, Esq. Dbtricl Attorney, la the Manag^^ 

who had requested his opinion nn the subject, will convey tjM 

moslsniisfactory information, as the station of that gentletHiH 

enables him to judge more correctly of its eficcts, than afl 

I oilier person. 

*' I am happy to stale," says Mr.M."tliattheHoasfl ofRef- 
;e has had a most benign infl jence in diminishing the nundiiT 
juvenile delinquents. The most depraved boys have been 
"^ withdrawn from the haunts of vice, and the examples, which 
they gave, in a great degree destroyed. 

*^"J find no difllcufty now in checking the young oflaiders. 
Be^rethe csfablishmeht of the Houseof Rri«^e,alad 14<» 
tj rears of age, might have been aneiW4 Wi ot tte <™ 
petf'f tbcfts; and it was liardly ever V\wx a jwt^ wuw\i 
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They would rattier, iliai tlie culprit acknowledged to be 
guilty, should bedischai^ed aliogelfaer, than be confined in thf-. 
prisons of the stale or county. 

" I'his disposition so l're<iuent] j exercised by magi 
and jurors rendered the lad mure bold in guilt, and 
iiave known instances of lads now in (he House of Refugej 
being indicted hall a dozen of times, and aa often discharged to 
renew their crimes, and wiiii the conviction, that they might 
steal with impunity- The consideration, however, that there 
ii a charity, which provides for objects of this character, has 
removed all objections (o convictions in cases of guilt. 

"Formuily too many citizens wero reluctant in bringing 
o the police-office young persons, who were detected in the 
r uomniisaion of crimes. This operated as an encouragement 
I to depraved pRi'ents to send very young children to depredate 
f apon the communiiy — if detected they knew no punishment 
r_;irauld follow. This is one cause of the small number of juve- 

■ aile oAenders during the last year. 1 might enlarge on the 

■ Iwiiefitsof this noble charily, were it necessary. Of ihislam 
1 certain, that no institution has ever been formed in this coun- 
I try by benevolent men, more useful and beneficent. 

Hugh M\xwsll," 
21sl, 1825. 

ust be obvious, thaiin suchaninsthution, particulttdy 
[rat its commencement, the success, in a great measure, depends 
Eiupon the zeal, abilities and discretion of the superlnten- 
ftimnt. Mr. Joseph CnnTts was the gentleman, whom the 
planagers appointed to that office, concerning whom they thus 
ispress themselves in their report. " Upon the whole, as it 
jetpecls the important and nmtn question of moral reformation, 
I the managers have abundant reason to congratulate the society, 
on the evidence, which llieir short eJtperience has afforded of 
ilie substantial benefit, which may be expected to flow from 
the operations of this Institution. The superintendent, ('uAoje 
vigil'int and Judicioiu atlenlions to Ike untrird duties 
of his stutitM have given much natisfactioa) speaks in tlio 
most decisive terms of encouragement, whh respect to the 
inornl improvement of the children of both scics. Some of 
the boys who appeared for a considerable time to be the most 
obstinatelydepravcd began, at length, lu yield lolhe application 
ufllie moral remedies, which were patiently and steadily ap- 
plied, and now rank among the very best in the Institution." 
- The same observations applj to aevetttX o^ \\vc^w\^^-^Vn «' 
Iwder (Ae more JQi mediate calEotW^»^a^E.ftK.*iv^^\^^■!>Si«o 
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' ron, who],lflteker worihy brother, has her heart set upon llit 
prosperity urihelnstitutioa. There is, '"'civisei a oommitlee 
ufihirteeo respectable ladies, whose wBtchful care end enlighl- 
eaed counsel deserve the greatest com nienda lion. Id addi- 
tion to their overjig^I of the domestic regulations and employ- 
ment of the girls, their convertalions with ihese UDJortuoate 
children, their adiDonitions, their eacoiirBgemenl, their patient 
cfToris to implant into their minds ihe pure principles of relig- 
ious obligation, strengthened by scripture truihs, cannot fail lo 
come powerfultv in aid of the instructions of the matron in cf- 
fecliiig the tnoriil improve men I of her charge. 

To those, who have visited this Institution, although in its 
infancy, the appeal may be made, whether they have not wit- 
nessed ihe altered countenances, the modest demeanour, the 
cheerful industry, and the promising indications, which its in 
mates exhibit, with sensations of delight. Ta render it the 
most iiseftii charitable establishment not only inthiscity, but 
in Ihe United States, nothing' is wanted but fands, and of the 
means of procuring them, in the most ample manner, il would 
be a libel on the benevolence of our legislature, our common 
council, and oor cltisens aC large, to entertain even the slight- 
est doubt. I am happy to add, that the legislature, on the 
SSth.Jnnuary, I S2I3, passed an act granting, inoidoftiiefunds 
of this inalilution, ihc sum of $13,000. 

The payment of filly dollars constitutes a person a member 
for life, and an annuBl subscription of three dollars a Diember 

> so long as it is continued lo be paid. 

' The following ihirty gentlemen are managers for this year, 
«f whom the first nine are officers: Cadtrallader D. Golden. 
President, Stephen Alien, John T. Irving, John GrUcom. 
Heart/ 1. IVyckaf, CorHeliw Dubois, and Jamev Lorctt, Vice 
Presidents, Ralph Olmted, Treasurer, and Robtrt T. Molt. 
Secretary. 

The other managers are ^r(Aur£t(r(i>, Isaac Colling, Sam- 
uel Cotndrey, Robert C. Camell, William A. Daeis, Thomas 
Eddy, Thomai Gihbont. James W. Gerard, Joatph Grinucll. 
John B. Hyde, Ansel W. Ives, William V. MoU, Hugh 
Maxwell, Richard Riker, John Stcarni, Frederick Sheldon, 
Peter Sharpe, Arthur Tappa*, Jonathan W- Wainwright. 
tlabritl Irimier, and Samuel Wood, 

(I/" Donations to the House of Refuge will be thankful- 
ly received by either of the above geatletoen. Where, it raa^ 

^essheti. cia liicy be bestowed with more proprietj' r 



Tm Alms HoVsb. 

Tlie honse forraerly appropriated Tor the reception ofthcC'l 
indigent was, al the time it was built, viz. in the year 177&A 
deemed sufiiciently lurge to answer the purpose tor which Hm 
was intended. It stands in the Park in the rear of the New" 
City Flail, and fronts on Chamber-street* ; but as our paupers 
increased in the same ratio with our population, it became ne- 
cessary to provide for their accommodation in a mure spa- 
cious edifice. The piesent Alms-huuse hud been litiished at 
BeJIevue, in the spring of tiie year 18ir>, when the paupers 
were forthwith removed to that commodious building. It is 
erected very near to the banks of the East River, in as pleas- 
ant and healthy a situaiion as can be found in any part of tht: 
United States, and nearly three miles to Ihe Northeastward of 
the City Hall, 

The Alms House, together with the Penitentiiiry, which has 
been already described, and the BellevueHi)spiial, the wholeol' 
which constitute " The BtUevas Eslabliihment," are enclosed 
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1 30 feel in depth each The whole, which is three stories uigh^ h 
is divided inio seventy aparlnients of from 15 by 39 to 25 by ^| 
05 feet, besides pantries, cells, Sic. Belonging to this Inslilu-- ^H 
lion, are two brick hospitals, one for men, the other for women, ."^fl 
each of which is 25 by 75 and three stories high, containing six 
rooms 25 by 32 1-2 feet; two work shops, one of brick. 200 
feet long by 25 in width, and three stories high ; the other of 
stone, 100 by 25 feel, and two stories high. Uesides the above, 
there is the house for the superintendent and family, two 
houses for stewards, a house for the garilner, wash-house, ba- 
kery, stables, cnw-houss^c. 

Agreeably to the city charter, the Common Council are em- 
powered to erect, or convert any of their buildings already 
erected into an Alms-house for the accommodation of the poor, 
They are likewise authorized by an act of the legislature, pas* 
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serf 8tli April, 1801, to appoint a number not Mceeding five, ot" 
the freeholders and inhabitants of the city, to be overseers ol' 
[the poor, by itie name of the Commiasioners of ihe AliOs- 
('liouK and Bridewell of die City of New York.''" 

The major part of these have poner not uDly to oversee and 

r|>rovide tor trie |jDor vrho may be in (he house, but, likewise, 

ip administer relief to such poor familicsas evidently require it, 

ftstead nf taking them into The house, if in their opinion, thi« 

T mode shall be most proper. 

The officers of the establishment appointed by the Common 

'^uncil are the superimendenl, clerk, a House Physician, and 

f Surgeon, who alternately discharge the duties of a 

vtenn-raidwife and avisiling Physician and a visiting Sui^eon. 

■ The commissioners are vested with full power and amhofily 

P to nppoint three stewards, and all other officers, agents and ser- 

.s in or about the Alms-house, Bridewell and Penitentiary; 

. to fix their salaries, to superintend and direct the business and 

) transactions of the said institutions, and all matters relating 

thereto, except the appropriation of money, and to make such 

I'ulesand regulations fur the government of the saiHe,in conform' 

ily with the laws and ordinances of the Common Council as 

will best promote the pubtii: interest; andany twoof themmay 

bind out apprentices and servants, under ttit> same sfljictiofis, 

to which the overseers in the several towns of the state, are 

subjected. The Superintendent is alone invested with au- 

thority to appoint inferior officeis, such as cooks, overseers of 

rooms, and ether domestics of the house, all of whom are re- 

movjible at his pleasure. 

There is an ordinance of the Common Council respecting; 

ttheadiqission and discharge of paupers; classing them accord- 
ing to their different characters and for the restraint of improp- 
er conduct; their clothing, diet and fotf; the treatment of the 
sick: the care and management of children; (he admission of 
visitors and the abuse of office. Agreeably to this ordinance, 
such of the paupers as are capable of work, are provided with 
suitable employment, and the superintendent may reward the 
industrious by small gratuities. The labour assigned iheni 
L iaso far from being injurious, that it is highly conducive to tlieir 
Bliealth, and more is not exacted from any man or woman 
B'ltian can be performed with the greatest ease. A sufficiency 

* Thej are nov CommiBiioncrs of the Alms liouie, Bridewell Bad 
PtnUtnlimy, aaiS, ar praieul ccnsiil of John Tajiois, THo«i?f R. 
Smith, Fetkr Stags, Johh IVrsTunvKLr and Abthvr BDBTis(:iti 
P»rinUadeiit ex ^cio) EHpiin^ 



^^^^^ PUBLIC ?RISOKB, 20a 

of good and wholesome provisions, is allowed to eacli, and they 
are provided with clean, whole and corofortablc clothes. Suoi 
of the sick, as can be removed n'ith safely, are placed in the 
hospital and they, as n-ell as the convalescents, receive »uch 
food and medicine, as llie physicians may prescribe, and have 
proper attendance under the direction of the Superintendent! 

Healihy nurses are provided for infantile children, and when 
this can be done out of the house, it is preferred. Such chit 
dren as have arrived at a suitable age, regularly aliend school, 
where they are instructed in reading, writing and arithmetic. 
There are about three hundred and, it would be difficult In 
find an equal number at any school in this city, who are as 
healthy as these poor children, and their progress in education 
is such as to reflect great honour on Mr. Monifredy, their 
teacher. They are kept in different apartments according to 
their sexes, and are required to attend Divine worship, which is 
celebiated in the church belongingto the establishnieni, twice 
on every Lord's Day. As soon as they have attained a prop- 
er age, they are bound out to suitable trades or employments. 

All decent persons may visit the Alms-house at reasonable 
hours, in the presence of the superintendent, or of such per- 
son as he may appoint, and I am confident, that such citizens 
as have not visited this institution, as well as strangers, will be 
much gratified, in going tlirough the different wards, work 
shops, school, &c. where they will find every thing arranged in 
the best order. 

The number of paupers varies according to the season. — ^ 
The greatest number in the year ending September SO, 1825, 
was lS67and the lowest 1437", making an average of lfi52.— 
This is, indeed, a great number, but our poor list is greatly en- 
larged by wretched emigrants from Europe, and by needy ad- 
venturers from most pafla of our own country. The number 
of deaths in the year above mentioned was 4Q5. This may 
appear a large proporliun ; but if it be considered, that the 
greatest part of these persons are far advanced in years, or al- 
most worn out by intemperance and disease before they li): 
their abode in this asylum, there is no occasion for surprise. 

The expense of the Almvhouse, Bridewell and the Peni- 
tentiary, including the salaries of the superintendent, physi- 
cians, clerks, keepers, assistants, &c. was in 

the year 1824, jj 80,104 

1825, for similar items, as also for 

building Go cells in the Penitentiary $ 31,540 67 

It is obvious, that inafamily composed of no less than 1652 

arsons of various habits, dispos'ttio&s, taiwAs M\ft.caStaKt^^ 
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PVB],IC PUSONS. 

Lmind, there will be ii great many, who arc dissalis5ed willi 
nheirlot; but it may be asierled, ibat those who have the least 
ethe loudest in their complainis. They, who have 
seen proB|ierily in their former days are, in general, on a re- 
verse of circurastaocvs, reeonciliid to their fate ; whilst many 
of those, who havesetdom fared better than since they became 
tenaols of (he Alms-house spend their time in unavailing mur- 
■^on. They have, indeed, one source of discontent, which 
FTthey will not openly avow. They are deprived of [he use of 
ardent spirits, which though the principal cause of rendering 
them incapable of providing for themselves and families, they 
still cherish with the fondest remembrance. 

The business of this establishment is conducted with great 
propriety. The services of the present commissioners, whose 
' aanies have been already mentioned are highly appreciated by 
F the public, to whom they are not only known as philanthropists; 
F but as gentlemen, who, from their long experience are well 
iqualified to devise the best mode ofrendering those commitled 
to their care, as comfortable as circumstances will permit; and 
with respect to Arthur Burt is, Esq. the superintendent, it 
may well be said, that our CoDimun Council have made n 
most judicious choice. The duties of his ollice are peculiarly 
arduous ; but by his unceasijig assiduity, no part is ueglecud. 
To the complaints of the numerous family, whom the public 
have more immediately entrusted to his charge, be pays 
prompt attention, and generally settles their differences iu such 
a manner as is satisfactory to both parlies. He is Intimately 
acquainted with all the concerns of the House, and, though he 
may repose great conlidence in iltcollicers under him, he gives 
them the necessary orders; but dues not content himself till 
he is satisfied that these orders have been executed according 
to his wishes. 

Before 1 close this article, justice demands, tiial I should 
pay a brief tribute of respect to the memory of the late Ricu- 
AB.0 FuiuiAN, Esq. his worthy predecessor. This gentleman 
was superintendent for many years, not only after, but before 
the removal of the establishment to Bellevue, and was univer- 
sally esteemed as a prudent, humane, active and intelligent of- 
licer. He has transmitted so unsullied a reputation to pos- 
terity as may well be viewed with respect and reverence by his 
surviving family. 



Annual Census 

Of ibe Humane and Criminal Institutions in the city o! Nev 
York, with their increase or decrease during the paet year, 
by the attending minister, the Rev. John Stx:4ford, A. 
M.January 1st, IS26. 



Boys 103, girls 56 

Patients, iG2. 

WLiieraen,521 
White boys, 368 
Black men, 25 
ntack boys 2 1 



iMaiiiac men 40. 



Increase 9 

decrease 



girls 234—602 
women 30—55 
girb 10 — 31 



Boys 



[d confinement ,* 



Griminals, white n 

black n 

f'agranla, whiti 



Debtors' Peison. 

icluding the liberties 1! 



do. women 19—67- 

pKSITeNTlAllY. 
len 52 do. women 2 — 54 
len 27 do. women 3 — 30 
n 59 do. 



black men 16 do. ^ 



n 93—132 

n42— 58— 29.1 dec, 44<^ 



Blaet 



n 104 do. women 



State Phi sou, 
women 13 — 365 

27— 131— 49C, decrease UO 

Total 3^28 



Of those, not mare ihan twelve were locked uji io priaoi 
rere >I lilwrtT to take up Iheii aliade ^w ui^ ^T\«<IM:'Eft^' 
»Iiei'o Ihty ihousht profter 
S 






LIST or E'fUXTSf&C. 

Last year, ..... 3486 

Present year ..... 3428 

Decrease - - - - - - 5R 



A List of aU the streets, lanes, cdleyifSfc. in the city, exh^ 
itvig their situation. 

[ Albany Basin, on tfae North Biver, between Albany and Ce- 
dar Streets, 
any, a small street, running from No. 125 Greenwich loibs 
North River. 

Allen, formerly called Fuurtli -street is the 4lh street, East 
from [he Bowery, and leads from Division lo Nortltj 
street, 
Ataity ,\es.f\i ham Broadway in a Westerly direction 10 theSi 



Amos, is opposite lo the Stale Prison, and leads from thence 

Green wkh-lan^. 
Ann, leads from the Smilbeaat side of tfre Park lo Gold-street. 
Anthony, leads from Hudson-Street along the Northerly >1de, 
of the City Hospital yard lo the intersection of Or- 
ange and Cross Streets. 
I Arden, is a short streel in Greenwich Village, between Herring 
I and Bedford Streets. 

I j4n, crosses Broadway alitile above Vauxhall-garden, and lead» 
1 ■ from the Bowery, into Greenwich-lane. 

I Arundel, is the tenth street, Last from the Bowery, and leads 

from Division to No-rili-streel. 
I Asylum, is ihe second East of Hudson-street, and lies between 
L ChrJstoplier-street and Greenwich-lane. 

I ^dorney, is the eleventh &lreel to ihe Eastward aflhe Bow- 
m ery, and lies between Division and North Streets. 

W^agiutiti, is the first Siieei hi ihe Northward of Chatfaam- 
I street, and leads from Chamber to Pearl-street. 

mAvtHUe, First, leads from North, at the head of Allen-street, to 
ihe Alms-house and Penitentiary, at Beltevne. 

— Second, leads from North at the head of Christie- 
street, lo Kip's Bay. 

— Third, leads from t\ie Bowery, at the opening af 
Foiirtfi-slreet, to Hai\wia Bnd^^e. j 



^^^^^" LIST Oy STEEETB, &C. 

AemiiM Fourth, Seventh and Eleventh are openei 
The Tenih is upened as far bs Harsenville. Avenu 
are now under the consideralion, of comtnUsioners, : 
peeled that the necesiary steps will be taken for their being 
opened before next winter. 
FiAh, the part opened, which extends from Inclen- 

berg Hill to Harleem commons, is known by 

name ofthe Middle Road. 
Sixtb, is opened from Cormtne-slrert to Gi 

Eight, leads from the head of Green vich-lane 

Macomb's dam. 

Ninth, which leads from the head of Greenwi< 

street, is opened to Twenty-i ighth-street. 

D, is opened from North to Seventh-street. 

Bank, Is the fourth above the State Prison, and leads fTom 
GreenwioWane to the North River. 

Bancker^ ia the si^ond to the Southward of Chatham-street, 
and extends from Pearl to Grand-street, near Cor- 
lajrs Hook. 

Barclay, is the second above St. Paul's Church, and extends 
from the Park to the North River. 

BfirroiDjin Gieenwich Village, is a continuation of Commei 
street to the North River, 

Batavia, is the fourth from the East River, and leads froDt' 
Roosevelt to James-street. 

Bayard, leads from Division-street across the Bowery to 
Orange-stre^l. 

Beach, leads from Chapel-street, along the Southerly side of 
Hudson-square to the North |{iver. 

Beaver-lane, the second above ihe Battery, leads from Broad- 
way to the North Uiver. 

Beaver, leads from Broadway, at the Bowling Green, lo Wil- 
liam-street. 

Beekman, extends from the Park to the East River. It former- 
ly went no further than I'earl-alreet ; but in the year 
1S23, it was opened from Pearl to Water-street, 
where it met a continuation to the river through what 
was then called Crane-wharf. 

Bedford, in Greenwich Village, runs from the conjunction of 
Houston, Hammersley and Hancock Sneels to 
Christopher-street. 

Benion, a very small street, on the Southeasterly side of Broad- 
way, leading from Leonard towards Franklin-street. 
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^^^^^ LIST OF STBEEn, &C. ^^^^^ 

Bmaingiaia, a small street, above Market-street, vbicb leads 
from Henry to Bancker-street. 
_ Bieecker, leads from the Buner; to Hancock-street, wht 
L' meets Herring-streetin Greenwich Village. It i 

m^ . se« Broadway a tittle above St. Patrick's Calhcdi 

' Boiuf, b the next above (he preceding, and extends 

Broadway to ihe Bowery, where it meets Forsytl 

Bowery, leads from Chatham -square to the point, where ilie 
Bloomingdale and old Harlxra roads separate, at 
the place wliieh was formerly the Unitrd States' 
Arsenal; but now the House of Refuge. 

Boicling Gre«H. is at the lower end of Broadway and lies be- 
tween Broadway and Whitehall-street. 

Bridge, MdL small street, which extends from the Battery to 
Broad-street. 

Broad, leads from Wall-street to the East river. Opposite 
the head of this street b the Custom-House in Wall- 

mdway, wbieh is a very fine Street, being 80 feet in width, 
extends in a Northeast line, from the Battery to the 
distance of about two miles, where it forms a junction 
with the Bowery road. 
, is the first above Corlxr's Hook, and extends from 
the East River to Greenwich at Canal.«Ireet, clas- 
sing the Bowery and Broadway and is, in lengthj. 
nearly two miles. 
Krliag-ilip, extends from Pearl-street, opposite the end of j 
John-street, lo the East river. 
'Burton, leads from Herring, opposite Cornel ia-slreel, 
Westerly dtffectionto the Episcopal Cemetry. 
Canal, is a very spacious street, being 100 feet in width. It 
begins at Collect-street, crosses Brodway, at ihe 
Sione-bridge, and eslends to the North Kiver. 
KCannon, leads from Grand to North-street at Gorla:r's Hook, 
md is the third from the East River. 
irliile, is a small street leading from No. 113 Greenwich- 
street to the East River. 
e, in Greenwich village, connects Clarkson-strreet with' 
the 6th Avenue. 
nilart|M-/aRe, leads from Broadway, to Elm-street, betwi 

Anthony and Leonard Streets. 
atharine-*Hp, is that part of Calbarine-street, which extei 
kiua Cherry-street to the East Rivet'. 
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WDatkarine, leads from ilie junction of the Boivery, Cbathatt ^m 
f and Division Streets, to the East Biver. 

[ 'Cedar, leads froia No. 68 William-streel, Id the North River, 
I crossing Broadway on llie Nonherly side of the Uily 

I Hoiel. 

I Ckarles,a little to the Northward oriheState Prison, Ira ds 
I from Greenwich -lane to Washington-street. 

I Chamber, comniencea ui Chatham-Bireet, and crossing Broad- 
way North of the Park, extends to the North River. 
Chapel, runs to the Westward of Columbia College, from Bar- 
clay to Caniil-sireet. 
Chatham, runs from the corner of Frank forl-street, near the jaJl, 
in an easterly direction, and closes at ilie commence- 
ment of Harman, Catharine, Division Streets and of 
the Bowery, which place is called Chatham -squaro. 
Chathamrsquare. See the preceding article. 
Cherry, leads from Pearl-street, at Franklin -square, to Cor- 

lar's Hook. 
Cheapside, leads from Catharine, and terminates in Lombardy- 

street, a little to the Northward of Market-street. 
Cheanut, a small street, between Pearl and Roosevelt Streets, 
which leads from Bancker to Oak-street. 
Utopher, is on the south aide of the State Prison, and es- 
tends from Greenwich-lane to the North River. 
fttSlrtsfie, is the first street to the Eastward of the Bowery aud 
. leads from Division to North-Street, where it opens 
into the second Avenue. It was formerly culled 
First-street. 
F. CAtii-cA, leads from No. iGO Fulion-streel, in the rear of St. 
Paul's Church and extends to Canal-stteet, running 
nearly parallel to Broadway. 
Clarke, is a small str<-et a little above Hudson-street, running 

from Broome to Spring-street. . ^J 

Clarkson, is the fifth above Spring-street and leads from Ca»^H 
inine-street to the North River. • In^l 

_ Clif, commences, at John-street, between Pearl and «old "^ 
^L Streets, and extends to Ferry-street. 

^^ CUntoa, lies towards Ct.rlier's Hook, and leads from Division- 
^ft street to the East River. 

^^CcBnties-slip, extends from Pearl-street, to the East River, twr h 
^K tween Wall-street and Old-slip. , ^ 

^^Cuffee-home-dip, is that part of Wall-street, which lies bOpr^J 
^H^ tween Pearl-street and the EaalRwet. 

^^Kfe&ci, lies bettveen Chatham-aUeet aai^toiiw*.^ wvi.*^-- 
^V tends from Pearl to HesV«t<&U«e\. 
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CoHegc-Green, a beautiful spot, on which Columbia Colla| 
is situate, at tb« lower end of Park-place. 

Collister, is a small lane, on the North side of the ciiy, leading 
from Beach to Hubert-slreet. 

Columbia, is the lifih from the East River, a little above Cor- 
lajr's Hook, and leads from Grand to Nonh-streei. 

Commerce, in Greenwich Village, leads from Herring lo Bar- 
row-slreet, crossing Bedford-street. 

Corlier's Is a small street, at the Hook, and leads from Grand- 
street, le the Cast River. 

Cornelia, a short street, in Greenwish village, which is a con- 
tinuation of Burton-street, leading from Herring- 
street to the Sixth Avenue. 

Corporation-dock, IS at Fulton-street on the North River. 

Crosfty, is the first to the Eastward tif Broadway to which it 
runs parallel and leads from Howard to Bleecker- 

Courtlaiui-aUey, is a small lane near Broadway, e:(tendin^ 

from Franklin to Walker-street. 
'CDurllandjisihe third above the City Hotel, and leads from 

Broadway, opposite Maiden-lane, 10 the North River. 
•Crane-wharf. See Beekman-streel. 
Crots, extends from Cbamber-slreet in the rear of the Park to 

Moti-streeE. 
Jhlaiteei/, is the second above Grand-street, and leads from the 

Bowery to the East River. 
'Bepei/Her, is between Pine and Wall Streets, and leads from 

Water-street to ihe East River 
Disbrosses, is the third above Hudson-square, and leads from 

HiidsoD-slreet, to llie North River. 
.Dei/, is the fourth above the City Hotel, and leads from Broad- 
way, nearly opposite John-street, lo the North River. 
Dioision, leads from Chatham-square lo Grand-street, where 

'■itominick, is the first South &f Spring-street, and leads from 

Greenwich lo Clarke-street. 
Dover, kads from Pearl-street, at Franklin -square, lo the East 

River. 
Doyer, is a small and irregular street which leads from tJic 

lower end of iht Bowery lo Fcll-streel. 
Downing, is the first to the Southward of Carmine-streel, and 
leads from the head of Varick-slreet to Herring near 
B/eec ker-street. ____ 

Me, begfas at Rose-slreet and attet cTOswft^C,\w.'io«« 
street and Broadway endsoitVt^ottVWvie^. ^B 
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Dutch, is a small street, trhich leads from John-street to FoW 

tan-strect, between Naasau and William Streets. 
KdenU-alley, is a small laDe, opposite the Baptist Church in 

Gold-street, bemeen Joha and Fulton Streets. 
Eldridge, wliich is the third street to the Eastward of the Bow- 
ery, and was formerly called Third-street, leada from 
Division to Nortli-sireet. 
Elizabeth, is the first street, to the Westward of the Bowery, 

and leads from Bayard to Bleecker Streets. 
Elm, is the first street, East of Broadway, and leads from Beed 

to Spring-street. 
Essex, is the seventh street to the Southeastward of the Bow- 

ery,mnd extends from Division to Norih-slreet. 
Exchaage-nlip, leads from Broad-street to the East River. 
Sxchange, old Slote-lane, widened in rear of the Alerchanls^ 

Exchange. 
Factory, in Greenwich Village, leads from Christopher-street, 

Northeasterly to Jane-street. 
Fayette, now constitutes a part of Oliver-street, which sec. 
Ferry, leads from Gold-street to Pearl-street, opposite tJle 
head of Peck-slip. 
^ ^irst, is the first above North-slreet, and iFads from ihe BoW<«j 

ery towards the East River. 
' ffctcAer, isa small street, wMch leads from No, 312 Pearl^ 

street, to ihf East River. 
I Forsyth, which was formerly called Second -street, \i the sec, 
ond to the Southeastward of the Bowery. It leadk^ 
from Division to North-street. 
[ Fourth, leads from the Sixth Avenue to the Bowery, and cros- 
ses Broadway near Vauxhall garden. 
I Pranklin-equare, crosses Pearl-st reef, between Old Slip and- 

Uroad-streel. 

! Frankfort, leads from Chatham-street, opposite the Park lo 
[ Pearl-slreet. 

\ Franklin, is the third Street above the Hospital, and leads from 
Chapel to Orange-street. It was formerly called 
Suga r-l oaf-st reet . 
I Front, the third from the East River, leads from the Batlerj- 
L to Corlsr's Hook. 

iFulton, leads from South-street, at the South side of the Ful- 
ton Market, to the North River at the South of Wash- 
ington Market. 

Garden, which lay formerly between Broadway and William- 
street has been lately exiended as^ixt ^'i. '9ia\'t^-&*' 
It ia the first below 'WiUVam-BU««V. 
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Qoerck, is the secund from the Eaat river, andleadsfroca Granc 
to North-street. 

Gold, lies between Pearl and William-Streets, and leads from 
Maiden-lane to Frankfort-street. 

GouvtmtuT, leads from the junction of Division with Grand- 
street, lo the Eaiit rivi-r. 

Grand, is the tuirJ above St. John's Church, and leads from 
Varick-streei to Willi aw sburgh ferry, on the East- 
river. It is nearly one mile and three quarters io 
length, and crosties Broadway and the Bowery. 

QreaC-Jones, is a short street, wliich leada from Broadway, 
opposite Amity-street to the Bowery. 

Green, a lane leading from Liberty -street to Maiden-lane, be- 
tween Nassau and William-streets. 

Oreeue, is the second to the Westward of Broadway, and leads 
from Canal to Founli-street. 

Greemeick-lane, runs from Art-street at Pottersfield due North 
to the Eighth Avenue: from thence turning left nearly 
at right angles it leads to the North River. jH 

Oreenwich, runs from the Battery, near the North River, to ll^fl 
commencement oftiie Ninth Avenue. ^ 

lidguc, leads fiom Pearl near Frankfori-aireet id Skiaoer- 

Hammenley, is the fourth above Spring-street, and leads from 

the junction of Bedford and Houston Streets to the 

North River. 
SoBimond, is the third above the State prison, and leads from 

Green wich-lane to the North River 
Hancock, in Greenwich Village, leads from Hammersley and 

Houston-Streets to the union uf Herring and Bleecker 

Streets. 
Harmon, which is the second, above Duane-street, leads from 

Hudson-street to the North River. 
Harman, leads from Chatham-square, at Oliver-street, to 

Grand, near Willel-slreet. 
Seitry, is the second street to the Southward of Di vision- street, 

and leads from Oliver to Grand-street. 
Herring, may be considered as a continuation of Bleecker to 

Christopher-street, in Greenwich Village. 
Hester, leads from the junction of Collect, wiihRhynder-street, 
Div' ■ 



Howard, leads from Bhynder to Mercer-street, crossing Broad- 
way, first ahove Canal-street. 
JJoratio, lends from Green»(ic\i-\atte toGt«e(W)\t\i:«^ceV, 
Houston, ia (be second above ?)pTi(\?,-*U«w,»n4\e»44 
Broadway lo HaiB«s\ey-s«eeV. 
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Hubert, is (he aixth abuve Duane-street, and leads from Hud- 
son-square to llie Norlh-Biver. 

Hudson, leads from Chamber-street, to the Ninth Avenue, and 
IB about a mile and an half long. 

Hudson-square, lies in front of Si. John's. Church, between 
Varick and Hudson Streets, on liie East and West, 
and Laighl and Beach on the Nurlh and South. 

Jacob, is a short street, which leads from Frankfort to Ferry- 

James, leads from Chatham-square, to the East River. 

Jmte, in the village, leads from Green nich-iaue to Greennich- 

Jefferson, is the fourth above Catharine-street, and leads from 
Division-street to the Bast Uivir. 

John, is the first above Maiden-lane, and leads from Broad- 
way, to the East Itiver. 

Jonea'-lane, k the first South of the CofTee-house-slip, and leads 
from Front-street to ihe East River. 

JoneB, is in Greenwich Village, and leads from Herring-street 
to the Sixth Avenue. 

King, is the third above Spring-street, and leads from M'Dou- 
g&I-slreet to the North Kiver. 

Laighty leads frvm Canpl-str«et, along the North side of Hud- 
son-square to the North River. 

Laurent, is the fourth to the Westward of Broadway, and leads 

from Canal, at the bead of Chapel-street, toFourtb- , 

Leonard, is the second above the City Hospital, and 1 

from Hudson to Oraoge-slreet. 
Le iloy, leads from Hadson-street, in front of the ProIesUpI 

Episcopal Cemetery, to the North River. 
Lewiif is the third from the East River, and leads from Gra 

to North-street. 
Liberty, extends from Maiden-lane, a little above Pearl-street, 

to the North River, and crosses Broadway, the sec- 
ond above the city Hotel, 
LUpeuard, is the first South of Cannl-street, and leads from 

Broadway In Chapel-street, 
Lombardy, is the fourth South of Division-street and leads I 

from Catharine to Grand-street. 7 

iwdtoiD, which was formerly called Sixth-street, is the sixth t« J 

the Eastward of the Bowery, and leads from Dt. 

vision lo North-street. 
ter, leads from Liberty-street, along the rear of Trinity 

Church, towards the Battetv, andtwmi — '— " ~ 

lane ivhich leads into GreeDW'vtV-4«c«\. 
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lerly <iirectioi^i^| 



M'Doagal, leads from Spring^treet in a Northerly d 
and is the sevenih w^st ol Broadway. 
^^Jfiaidett-ltute, :s directly opposite to ihe bead of CourllBiK^ 
^^b street, and leads from Broadway to the East River. 

^^BCfangin, is contiguous to ibe East River, and leads tnxn 
^^V Grand tii North-;treel. 

^V Market, formerly East George-atreet, is the first above Caih- 
^V Rrinfr4treet and leads frora Division-street to the 

■ East River. 

^K Market-field, leads from Whitehall-street to the North River. 
^B Mechanic- Alley , leads from Lombardy to Cherry-street, be- 
^M tween Market and Pike-Streets. 

^V SttTCtr, is the first street lo the Westward of Broadway, and 
^p leads from Canal lo Fourth-street. 

Mesitrs-Allfg, lies between Coenties-slip and Old-slip, and 

leads from Waier-slreet to the East River. 
Millt is a narrow and irregular E:rect which leads trom Broad- 

streel, to Si one-si ruei. 
^netto, in Greenwich Village leads from Bleacher to Carmine- 
Street. 
Sfonlgomo'y, is the sixth above Calhiirine-stieet, and leads 

Ooni Division In the K.asi River. 
Moore, leads from Pearl lo Soulh-slrcei, between Whitehall^ 
and Broad -si rets. ^t 

Morton, is the third street, south of ihe Stale Prison, and leada^ 

from .\rden-streH loth'' North Uiver. 
Motl, leads from the left side ol Chalbam-square to Bleecker- 

street and is the second West cf the Bowery. 
Mulberry, is ihe second above Pearl-slreel, and i he third West 
of the Bowery, and leads from Chatham to near 
Bleecker-slreet. 
Murray, is the third above Si. Paul's Church, and leads from 

Broadway, near the Cily Hal! to the North River 
Naitaa, leads from Wall lo Chatham and Frankfort Sire 

on Ihe Easisideoflhe Park. 
Neie, between Broadway and Broad-street, leads from Walltf 
Beavet-sireet. 

INKW-slip, that part of James-street, which leads from Cherry 
lothe East River. 
Nicholas-William, near Stuyvesant-itreet,has not been accept- 
ed by the Corporation. 
tforfolk, is Ihe 8ih stiett from the Bowery, and leads frora Di- 
vision to North-street. 
f?orth, ieads from the Bowery to the East River, and is the 
^^. (ttih above Grand-sUG«i. ^_ 
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North-Moore, is the foiirlh above Duane, aad leads from Cliap* 

el to the North River. 
Oak, is the secoDd South of Chatham-etreet, and leads rrom 

Pearl to Catharine-street. 
Oli^s/i^, leads frum tlie foot of WillUam tolhe East River, and 

lies between the Coffee- bouse and CtEnties-slip. 
0/iuer, is the first street West of Chaiham-sireet, and leads 

from Chatham-square, to the East River. 
Orange, is the lirst above Pearl'Street, and leads Northwardly 

from Chaiham lo Crosby, near Prince-sU'eet, 
Orchard, Is the fifth east of the Bowery, and leads from Divis- 
ion to Nartb-stret^t. 
Otter' a-allty, between Grand and Broome Streets, leads 

from Thompson to Sullivan-street. 
Park, leads from \nn i o Beekmnn-sereet, along the south side 

of the Park Theatre. 
Parkflace, formerly Robinson-street, is ihe third above S(. 

Paul's Church, and leads from Droadway, at the 

park, to the College. 
Pear/,leadsfram the Battery in 3 very irregular course to Broad- 
way, directly opposite the City Hospital, and in 

length exceeds a mile and a quarter. 
4 Fick'^Iip, leads frum Ferry ai Pearl-slteel, to the EbsI Rivef. 
■A Pelham, is a small lane, n hich leads from Lombardy to Clier- 

ry-slreel, between Pike and Rutger Streets. 
Pell, is a small street, which leads to the Westward from tbs 

Bowery to Mott-streel. 
Perry, is (he second above the State Prison, ajid leads from 

Green wicli-lane to the Nonli i'iver. 
Pike, is the second above Catharine, and leads from Division 

to the East River. 
Pine, the first above Wall, leads from Broadway, opposite 

Trinity Church, to the East River. 
Pitt, the tenth East of the Bowery, leads from Divison, at ils 

junction with Grand, to North-street. 
Prince, leads from the Bowery to M'Dougal, where it meetF 

Charlton-slreet. 
Procmf, leads from Chapel, to the North River. 
Pump, leads from Division at Ludlow-sireet to Walker-streei. 

and crosses the Bowery near its commencement. 

IRaiua, in Greenwich Village^ leads from Bedford street, la- 
, wards the Sixth Avenue. 

ttictor, leads from Broadway, between Trinity and Grace. 
tT Church, to the East Kiver. 

Kted, the second above the Pwk, lead^from CTo»\.^S^*,^'srt<^ 



wick, runs from Canal Eo Broome-street between Hudi 

and Grecnwich-st reels. 
' Republicaa^ky, IS a siaalllaae, which leadsfram thefootof'- 

Elm and terraiaates in Reed-street, near Broadway, 
Rhiaelanders-alley, near Washington and Heaver Streets, 

leads from Collect, at Hester, to Broome-street. 
Shynder, leads from Collect, at Hester to Broome Street. 
Sider's-alley, leads from Fulton, between Gold and ClilT- 

Slreets, to Eden's-alley. 
Atf^e, islbe twelfth eastof the Bowery, and leads from Divis- 
ion to North-street. 
Riviitgton, is the third above Grand-street, and leads from 

the Bowery to the East River. 
Robinson, leads from the rear of the College, to the EBstBivcr. 
Roosevelt, the iirst above Fearl-street, leads from Chatham to 

I he East River. 
Rose,'a the second South of Chatham-street, and leads from 

Frankfort to Pearl-Streets. 

kRutgen, the third above Catharine-street, leads from Division- 
street, to the East River. 
Seammel, leads from the junction of Divbion with Grand- 
k street to the East River. 

Scott, is above ttie Stale Prison, and leads rroni Greentvicli- 

lanc to Hudson -street. 
Sheriff, is the fifteenth Street East of (he Bowery, and leads 

from Grand to North Sireeti. 
Skinnner, a very small street, erosses Frankfort near Pearl- 

SloU-lane, leads from William, opposite Benver-slreel, and 
turning to the right terminates in Pearl-street, nearly 
opposite Coenties' slip. 

Houtk, leads from Whitehall near the Battery, and extends 
along the margin of the East River, towards Cor- 
Icer's Hook. 

Spring, is the second above Grand, and leads from the Bow- 
ery to the North River. 

Spruce, leads from the Brick Church, at the Park, to Gold' 

I Stanton, is the fourth above Grand-street, and leads from tlii^ 
h Bowery to the East River. 

Ka^&, a small street, leading from Duane to Harison-slrect, 
r between Greenwich and Hudson -street. 

State, leads from Whitehall along the Battery to Broadway. 
,»Sf. JohiM-aUey, is immediately in the rear of 3t. John's 
Ciiurch, and leads fToinBeftdi\.oV.&\^t.%ucMa. .^_ 
Stone, leads from the Battery lo Wj\V\am-sUw\. ^M 
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^Stuyvetatit, leads from ibe Third Avenue, near ils beginning 

f ID the Cnst River. 

I' Suffolk, ilie ninth street East of the Bowery, leads from Grand 

to Norlh-Slreet. 
Stcllioan, the sixth West of Broadway, leads from CoohI, near 

St. John'd Church to Amtty-streei. 
Temple, a small street in the rear of the City Hotel, leads from 

Thames to Liberty-street. 
7%amea, leads frora Broadway to Greenwich-street, between 
. Trinity Church and the City Hotel. 

itJieatre-aUcji, immediately in the rear of the Parle Theatre, 

leads from Ann to Beekman Street. 

n the rear of the City Hospital, leads from Charcli 

to Hudson-street, 
lu, leads from Grand-street, along the East River, to 

Twenty-Third -street, near the Bellevue Hoeptial. 
on, is the fifth Street west of Broadway and leads from 

Canal to Fourth. 
Torbert, is an alley, above Catharine-strecl, whicii leads from 
I Henry to Bancker Streets. 

Vandam, first above Spring-street, leads from Greenwich.' 

M'Dou gal-street. 
Vanikwaler^ is the third South of Chatham-street and leadi 

from Frankfort to Pearl-street. 
Varick, leads from Provost-street to the Episcopal Cemetery. 
fegeff, leads from Broadway, along the North side of St. Paul's 

Church to the North River. 
V'a/l, leads from Broadway, in Front of the Trinity Church, 

to the East River. TheCustom-house,lhe Tontioe 

CoUfee-faoUBe, most of the Banks and Insurance Of- 

licea are in this street. Here likewise, on the South 

aide, a little below William -street, thaistaiely edifice 

to be denominated the " Merchant's Exchange '' 

is DOW building. 
H'alker, fifth above the City Hospital, leads from Chapel to 

Collect, where it meets Pump-street 
If'a/nuf, is the ninlh above Catharine-street, and leads from 

Grand-street to the East River. 
tf'arren, is the Iburih above St Paul's Church, and leads frbiii 

Broadway to the North River. 
H'osliiitgloa, the second Street from the North River, leadc 

from the Battery to the State Prison and is, in length, 

about two miles. 
IVaterf tlie third from the East River, leads from the Batter; 

to Corlscr's Hook, and ia &bQ\a wo ta&!»'w^ 
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B IjTatts, leads from Sulllfan-sli^et lo the North River 
H ing Caiial-streel obliquelv- 
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We**, wben completed, will lead from llie Battery, along 

margin of theNortii River, towardsilie Stale Prison. 

White, the fourth above the hospilal, leads from Chapel to Or- 
ange-street, 

Whitehall, leadiftiitn the Bowling Green, foot of Broadway, 
lo the East River, at the Battery, 

WiUet, is the TourteeDth street, East of the Boivery, and leads 
from Grand to North-street. 

William, leads from Pearl at the head of Old Slip and termi- 
nates in Pearl, near Chatham-street. 

Wootter, the third West of Broadivay, leads from Canal to 
Foutih -street. 

Farit, a short street, leads from St. John'a-lane, directly 
rear of St. John's Church, to Chapel- 



CHAPTER Vr. 

AND SCIENTIPICK INSTITUTIONS. 

CoLraiDiA College. 



Previous lo the year 1754, various nets had been passed 
the provincial legislature, authorising monies to be raised 
lotteries for ihe establishment of a college in this city, and tlw 
vestry of the Trinity Church had appropriated a parcel of 
ground for the benetll of the proposed institution. In that 
year, Lieut. Governor James Delancev, granted a charter, 
in which the first governors and trustees were mentioned. At 
that period, liberality of sentiment in matters of religion was 
but Utile known. It is, therefore, with pleasure, that we ob- 
serve the Rector of Trinity Church, the senior Minister of the 
Dutch Church, and the pastors of the Lutheran, French and 
Presbyterian Churches, by virlue of their office, enumerated 
amongst the Trustees. The college is built on a part of the 
ground given by Trinity Church, which is bounded on the 
Norih by Murray-street ; on the East by Church-slreet ; on the 
South by Barclay-street and on the West by the Hudson River. 

The Institution, which was called King's College, was in- 
tended for the instruction of youth in the learned languages 
and in the liberal arts and sciences, and they were authorized 
lo confer such degrees on the students or other persons as arc 
Ujually graduated in the English Universities. Il was opened 
in 1755 under the presidency o4 Saw^ji-i. io^^son, 5. T. F. 
md thedrst conimencemeat beU in l"!S%i ^fst^ •«\\\dR<\«vv 



■P 
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I till tLe year 1770, ihere had been a cominenceinenl annually, 
\ and this seminary b^BD to rear its head as an establishment, 
' which was likely lobe of great benefit to the Province; but dur- 
ing the horrors of war, which raged throughout our country 
IrocQ 177'' to 1783, literary Inslituiions were neccessarily 
abandoned; the students of King's College were dispersed ; the 
Library and Philosophical apparatus belonging to it lodged in 
the City Hall for safe keeping, and the building itself convert- 
ed first into a barrack, and afterwards into a Militnry Hospitaf. 
One of the first cares'of the legislature aJ^er the return of 
peace was to re-organize the college. Accordingly in the year 
17)^4, they appointed a number of gentlemen under the name 
of" Thk regents op the Univbbsity," and to them the es- 
tablishment and superintendence of all seminaries of literature, 
throughout the stal^, were in some measure committed. They 
were, likewise, to act as Trustees of the College. Sood nf- 
ter they hud entered on the duties of their office, thi?y appoint- 
ed the necessary professors for instructing the students in the 
languages, logic nnd rhetoric k, moral philosophy, malliematics 
and natural philosophy, and it was in complete operation to: 
wards the end of the year. In April 17Sr, the legislature con- 
firmed the royal charter, without making any alieralions, ex- 
cept such Hi were necessary to adopt it lo the new state of af- 
fairs. Its name was changed from Ring's to Columbia Col- 
LEOB. At the same time twenty nine gentlemen of eminent 
literary abilities were appointed by the name and stile of- The 
Trustbes op Columbia Colleob." These were to contm- 
ue in office till they should, by death, resignation or removal, 
be reduced to twenty four, which is declared to be the perma- 
nent number, and they are vested with the power of tilling up 

such vacancies as may from time to time occur in that body 

The President of the College is cj: officio a member of the 
Board of Trustees. 

There is no college in the United States, in which so much 
classical and other knowledge is exacted of a candidate for 
admission as in this. 

The following are the terms of admission according to the 
stalute.of 1821 whirh ii sliUin force. 
"Greek and Latin Grammar and Prosody : Cassar's Com- 
meniaiies of the Gallic Wars, except the last book ; the Ora- 
tions of Cicero against Cataline j the Oration for the poet Ar- 
chias, and the Oration for Marcellus; the lirst eight bonks of 
Virgil's £neid; the fim live books of Livy ; the Gus^iel ofSt- 
Luke and St. John, and the A.cVs ol \\\« N^^sCwa-, '^!i^alal» 




Collectanea Minora; the lirst tbree books of Xenoptaon's Cyri>* 1 
pedia ; and the (irst ihree buohs of Homer's Iliad. The car 
didate shall also be able to translate English into grammatkl 
Latin ; and shall be well versed in the first lour rules o' ' *^ 
melic, Ihu rule of three direct and inverse, decimal ant 
Iraciions; with Algebra as Tar us the end ofsimpte equalioiMg 
and vith modern Geography. The classical examination to 
be «d aperturant libri." 

Agreeably Xa the same statute, no student shall be admitted 
in an upper class without being majjter of the previous part ol' 
the course ^ nor shall any student be adnailied from another 
college without being duly ([ualilied, nor without a certificate 
from said college of his good character. The circumstance of 
so much preparatory knowledge being required previous to ad- 
mission, has certainly a great tendency lo^irevent the college 
from increasing in numbers ; as has also the peremptory rule, 
which prevents students at the concluding examination, who are 
.not qualified, from proceeding to a higher class; but we are at ^ 
ready taught by experience, that the true and essential prosp 
liyofihe Institution, in a great measure, depends upon the diA 
enforcing of both. By a strict adherence to tlte first, such a miut 
of natural incompetency will be excluded as to leave compard^i 
lively but little further obstruction, which shall no( arise froiA' J 
negligence, and if negligence b-e punished hv degradat 
lower class and ultimately by e^pubio^, it will convtm 
ture students, that they nmstborh have faculties to cultivate ^ 
industry to labour in their cultivation, or that Columbia C 
lege tcill be no place for them. 

The annual com men cement, which is generally held in Tii 
ity Church, is on ihe first Tuesday in August. There is a vaca- 
tion from the day of the commencement until the first Monday 
in October, on which day the regular course of study com- 
mences. The candidates for adniis.sidn are examined during 
the week previous. There is likewise an intermission on the 
fourth of July, twenty fiAli of November, and from twenty 
fourth December to second ol'January. These are the only 
intermissions of study in the whole year. There are two ex- 
aminations in every year. Tlie one, which begins on the first 
Tuesday in March is called the intermediate examination and 
the other, which commences on the first Tuesday in July is 
the concluding examination of an Academical year. The con- 
cluding examination of the Senior Class, however, takes place 
about two weeks earlier, and the remainder of their collegiate 
couraeis devoted by them to pceparetion for the duties of «obi> 
" tncement. 



COLVUBIA COLLCOE. 

The examinations arc close and rigid, every student being l| 
rt to stand or fall upon his awn merits, and st the close of 
«very examination, tb^ students are ranked, according to theif 



respective deserts. Honorary testimonials of the jit 

'and ihird grades decorated with the seal of the collie, 
vilh suitable devices are adjudged, at the concluding ei- 
aminatioQ to sucti students as have must distinguished them- 
selves ; and the names of ihe siudents, who have obtained such 
tesiimonials, are pronounced by the President at (he public 
icemeot. The testimonials themselves are conferred 
College Chapel in presence of the Trustees and Stu- 
dents of the Institution, at the first regular meeting of the form- 
after the opening of the next Academical year. 
The college was repnired in the jear ISIS — 19 with great 
'taste and elepnce, and besides dwelling houses for (he accom- 
modalion of the President and Professors, contains the neces- 
■ary lecture rooms, the chapel, the library, apartments for the 
philosophical and chemical apparatus and rooms for the meet- 
ings of some liierary societies formed by the students for their 
mutual improvement. The College Green near the centre of 
which the College stands, is one of the most delightful spots in 

The library, then in its infancy, soon after the organization 
of the college in 1754, received a valuable addition from Jo- 
SKPH Murray, Esq. Counsellor at Law, and one of the first 
trustees, who left the instutiun his lai^ library and almost 
the whole of his fortune estimated at $85,000. Since that pe- 
riod, except during the revolutionary war, the library has 
been constantly progressing and, at present, contains about 
6000 volumes, many of which arc scarce and valuable and the 
whole selected with care and judgment.. The President and 
Professors, as well as the siudents of ihe two higher classes, 
are entitled to use them. 

The number of students is between one hundred and thirl] 
and one hundred and forty. 

The present is the faculty of arts 
Rev. William Harris, D. D. President, 
■ Jdhs M'VicKAR, D. D. Professor of Moral Philosophy, 

Polilical Economy, Rhetorick, Belles Letlres, &c. 
Nathaniel F. Moore, LL. D. Professor of iha Greek and 

Latin Languages. 
Charles Awthon, A. M. Adjunct Professor of the Greek and 

Latin Languages. 
|James Renwick, a. M. Professor of Nalu.n.V wv-i t^'^w*.- 

mpni.il Philosophy, and Chem\a«y. i^ 
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HsNKY I. Anderson, M. D. Professor of Matbemai'iu 

Nalural Philosophy. 

The following is h li«t of Ihe learned gentlemen, who htfre 
been ('residents from the first organtsalion of ihe college to the 
presejtl period, with the dateF, when they entered on ihe du- 
ties of their office, respectively. 

173J. Samuki. JoHSsoti, S. T. D. 

1763. Rev. Mtles Cooper. 

1775. Rev Mr. Benjamin Moohk, (aflerwards Bishop^ 
pro tern, in the absence of the president. 

1787- WrLLiAM Samuei. Johnson, LL. D. being the first 
President after the Revolutionary War. 

1301. Rev. CnAaLKB Wbartos, S. T. D. who resigned a 
(evf munlhs after his appointment. a 

1801. The Ri^ht Rev. Benjamin Moone, S. T. D. ^ 

1311. The Rev. William Harris, S. T. D. the preicd 
worthy incumbent. ^9 

From the year 1 3 1 1 to theyear 1 8 ifi, the Rev. John M. Ma- 
son, S. T. D. was Provost, since whicli lime the oOice has been 
abolished. 

I shall conclude this article by observing, that there are in 
ibis college a president and five professors, who fill theii res- 
pective stations, with honour to themselves and advantage ti> 
the students ; and as (he preparation required at admission as 
well as the course of studies pursued in this seminary are far 
inoreexteniiive than in any other in the United Slates and its dis- 
cipline sutSciently energetic, there is no doubt of its increasing 
rEtpidly in reputation and usefulnesss, and of its long remaining 
a noted seat of arts, sciences aad polite literature. 

The Society of the Alumni op Columbia College. 

This society was formed on the first Wednesday of May,- 
1 625, being the anniversary -of the day, on which the annua' 
commencement was formerly celebrated. The right of mem- 
bership is exclusively confined to those, who have been educa- 
ted at and received academic degrees from this coUegEj and 
amongst their number, there are a great many of our most 
distinguished citizens. The objects of this institution are to 
perpetuate the remembrance uf those happy days, which the 
members had spent in their juvenile years, whilst pursuing 
their studies within these walls, to cement that friendship 
which ought ever to exist between those who had imbibed tlie 
eiemeals of poJtte learning from the same Alma Mater ; to de- 
vole aaaualiy some inuocent and jojovs \vQttT9,"\a «eta\,\\ti%to 
mind Ihepieaaun of their early 4ftyaan4to \s!s.e vnva twwi- 
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eration the dioeI effectual meaas ofdiffus'iDg the principltaS 
sciecce and virtue throughout our happy land. 

On Wednesday, May 3d, 1826, the second anniversary of 
idus Institution was celebrated in the College Hall, where 
,»a excellenl oration was delivered, at noon by William 
Babp, Esq. of Hyde Park, Dutchess County, in presence ora 
large number of graduates and many respectable ladies and 
gentleiEen, among irhom were bis Eicrellency, Gov. Clinton, 
(a former graduate) and lady, Rt. Rev. 6p. Hobart, &c. This 
discourse, which aimed at practical results, arrested and reward- 
ed the attention of his audience, for a full hour. He look into 
consideration the effect of the common school system of edu- 
cation upon our agriculturists, and after examining the opera- 
tion of that system, and the inadeiiunie, not to say evil results 
arising from it suggested a modiBcation thereof in the establish- 
ment of county academies of higher aims than the district 
schools, but which should nevertheless be tilled from those 
schools. The subject was quite interesting and a copy requeM> .m 
ed and obtained for publication. 

It is expected, that the delivery of an address upon t 
literary topic will always constitute a part in the celebraiioi 
of the anniversary of (his society and from the splendid talents 
ol' many of its memmbers, they can be at no toss for a speaker 
duly qualified for the underlaJting. Many of the sentiments, 
which will be expressed upon these occasions, will no doubt, 
relate to the best mode of diffusing useful learning and roajt J 
tend gieaily [o ameliorate the condition of our fellow citizen) 

In the a^ernoon, about ninety of the Alumni dined in lb_ 
College Hall, and after spending the day in the most pleasii^ J 
manner, adjourned in hopes, that thcir^nexl anniversary might 
be attended with equal intelligence, and animated with like 
good feeling. 

New. York SocjBTV Libbarv. 

The Hall, in which this instilution is kept, is the secouil 
Blory of & spacious brick buildiug, which wai erected nboui 
the year 1776, in Nassau-street, opposite ifae Middle Duleli 
church, betireeo Cedar and Liberty- slreels. 

Thefiistcommeacement of such an instilution in ihii cily 
was 1000 rolnmes, which were bequeathed to the Society, for 
propagating the Qoipelin foreign parts, by liy. Rev. Dr. Mill- 
ingtoD, rector of Newingtou, England. Mr. Humphrey 
the society's secretary, in a letter, dated 23d September, 1721), 
informed OUT governor, John Mooi%otuene,£M\.i!aa.\-Viiftw*a«SB^ 
inleaded (o place (bese books ia Mew-York, as »\ftR'».v^ ^-'k ^ 
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use of Uie clergy and ^ollemeo of ihU, and ibc neighbouring 
prciriQceB of Counecticut, ^ew-Jeney and PeDnsyWauia, and 
requtsted ihe governor to recommend lo llic assembly lo provide 
a proper pUc« of deposit for them, and to concur in the pass- 
ing of an act, for the preservation of lliese and olhen, whicli 
might be added. Ttie aHaembl)', on receiving ihe governor's 
couimuuicalioii on the subject, laid it belore the Common Coun- 
cil, who in June, 1 729, agreed to provide a proper place for the 
reception of the books which were aecordingly eeiil over soon 
after. The greatest part of ihem were upon theological sub- 
jects, and many were !osl by ihe carelessness of those lo nhum 
they were intrusted. Still, howevei-, some very scarce and 
raUiable books of this collection, are now id the City Library- 
In 1754, anumberof gentlemen went round with asubscrip- 
lion, for the purpose of establishiug a public library on a gene- 
ral plan, for this city, and itt vicinity, and in a few dajs, col- 
lected about Si, 250, with wliich sum about TOO volumes of 
new and well chosen boohs were purchased. According to 
Ihcoriginal aiticles of association,the price of a share, whicli 
was assignable, was $12 50, and the sum of .^1 50, was to be 
paid annually The books were deposited in the same room 
as those given by the aforesaid society. 

On the25lh, Nov. 1772, the society was Incorporated, during 
t'lCailminislrationofGov. William Trj'oB, by the Dame of" TAfi 
Triutees of the New-York Societij Library." By this charter, 
ihe terms of membership as agreed upon by its founders were 
conGruic^l. The care of llie instiluticn was then, as now, entrust- 
ed to twelve trustees, annually elected on tlie last Tuesday 
iu April, and the society was empowered to purcliase and 
hold estates, provided the yearly value did not exceed .£1 ooo 
sterling, ($i 444] over and above all out goings, as also thai 
they might erect d library to be called " The New-York Sode- 
iv Library." Every thing now seemed favourable lo the 
Institution. It wns rapidly eucreasing in members, as well as 
in the uumber of books; but a dreadful storm was at band. 
The revolutionary war broke out, and during the seveu years 
that it raged, the principal part of the books were scattered 
or destroyed. 

But L>) the year 1784, Ihc library was revived, and since 
that period has arrived at its present slate of respect ability. It 
uow contains (May 1820.) upwards of 18 000 volumes, com- 
prising the works of the most eminent authors, both ancient 
and modern ; many of them choice and splendid editions^ 
aud which are nollobe foundiathecollectionor anindivida|L 
^Anti as (lie funds of the sociely aYc nojq to » v^'^'^^'^^^^^l 



ftie 



> 



NEW-TORK SOCIETY librahv. 925 

debt, ffliich had been contracted by the erecttag, and sub- 
wquenl addition to the buildiDg, bting oearh dlschariced, the 
trustees have it in their power, to funmh llie library with many 
valuable books, which are sought for by the scholar and man of 
learning, and to gi'atify the growing laale and literary curiosity 
of the public, by procuring a ready supply of recent periodi- 
cal publicaliuuB, aa well ae the more expensive tvorks of sci- 
euce. It, [herefove, amounts to a certainty ibat the library 
If ill from year to year, become more eslensively useful, and 
inviting to the citlzeua in general. The price ot a share is only 
.'f(25 and the annual subsci'iption $4 and when the benetits, 
which result from ihe possession of a share, are taken into con- 
sideration, it is surprising, that any enlightened citizen "ho can 
afford it and who is >ioi already- a subscriber, should besitate to 
purchase an interest, which mllbe annually encreasiog iu va- 
lue, and may like any oilier kind of property, be tiaDsferred 
at pleasure. 

The regular meeiiogs of the trustees, are held at the llbraiy 
room, on the first Wednesday in May, August, November, 
February, and Apiil. 3cro« m* n qTiorum to traasacl busioeea. 
At the first stated meeting of the trustees, after every aunual 
election, they appoint a treaaarer, secrelary, and HbraHanf lo 
the two first of which offices, none except members of the 
society are di^ilile. At the same meeting, ihey, likewise, ap- 
point a A'Arar^ commilteejCoumliDgof three trustees, whose do* 
ty it is to inspect the slate of the library, to purchase books faC'v 
it, to dispose of such as are worn out or defaced, and to take up* fl 
00 themselves the general luperinteodence of the libiary. 

It is the ditty oflhelibrariau, to attend daily fivni ID o'clock 
in the forenoou, to 3 iu the afternoon, (except Sunday,) the 
4t!» of July, and 4 few other holidiys, for ttie purpose of de- 
livering to, and receiving books from the members ; of keep- 
ing the library in ibe neatest and best raaiioer ; of collecting ihe 
annual payments, and such forfeitures as may liave beeu in- 
curivd fit. During the hours, (bat the library is kept open. 
memberB may remain in the room to read books as long as thev 
tfcink proper. -■ 

Tbvstees. 

Elected in jfyril 1826. 
Edward W. LtiaHT. John FeRstisoN. 

Rt. Bev. John H. Hobart. Johk J. bioko^n. 

GDT.1AN C. VbRPLANK. AnTHOTJT Bl.BeCKEK' 

'■Chaiilks Drake. Daviii^- 





HBCRAmc AND TSADBSUXN's UBBAHY, &C. ^H 

JiMER Rbnwick. Ezra Weeks. j^^^ 

! A. Banker. -Ioun R. B. Rosgbb^^I 

Joha J, Morgan Treasurer, Anthony Bleuker Seerdorg, 
Burtu! Scidmore Librarian, 



TAeir Library anil School. 

This society wasfomied in ihe year 17S4, sqiI was then, as 
il has beeu since, escluEively couliDed to mechaoics or trailes- 
meu resident within this city auri county. The object of the 
assoclaUon, was lo promot'e barmoay aod brotherly love 
amongst its members; to raise fuaib for the relief of the nc- 
ceceBsiloug, aad for the support of the widows aod chilHreu of 
those, who might (lie ioindigentcircumsUnces; as also to con- 
fer the blegsiiiga of educatioa upon the cititdren of poor or de- 
ceased members, whose situation may reoder the aid of the 
society requisite. 

This iustitutioQ was constituted a body politic, by an act of 
the legislature, I dtli, Marrh 1 703, «l>ich lermiuated by its owa 
lioiilatioD in April 1812. Previous to that period, however, 
the cbnrter was renewed, and is to rsmaiu in force till the first 
Monday io April 1833. The olficet^ of this society are n 
President, two vice Presidents, a Secretary, Treasurer, Col- 
lector, 4 members, who consLitute the Finauce, and lioau com- 
niitlee, and foui' almoners, who together witli a door keeper, 
are annually elected by ballot, on tlie first Wednesday in De- 
cember. 

Their charter gives ihem very extensive powere, and allows 
them to hold real and personal estate lo tite value of two hun- 
dred thousand dollars. 

This institution has, lu respect to ils utility, far exceeded 
the most saaguine expectations of its founders. Poor members, 
when afllicled by disease or superannuated, are relieved as far 
aa Ihe state of the funds will admit. The widows of members, 
when entered on the pensioti list receive $ 25 per annum, and 
$ 5 for every child under 14 years of age, and every orphan 
placed on the same list, is allowed ^15 per annum, until he of 
ehe shall arrive at the age of 1 4 years. 

Thusfar,lhey had done well; but here their benevolence 
did not terminate. In Nov. 1S20 they resolved to establish a 
school, for the gratuitous educntioD, iu whole, or in pail, of tbc 
chiliiren of deceased or other members, whose situation requir- 
cdir, an(f applied lo the \cgia\tttaTt,taY aa4meitt4\aftv\\s,y ' 
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rliai'ter, aulhorUing the expenditure of money for that objecl, 
aDii also for the est ablieh merit of a library, for the use ot ap- 
preatices of mecliaQica in lliiB ci[y, which waB accordingly 
graiileil, 26th, January 1821. 

Upon the receipt of this acl, they forthicilh passed a law, 
for ihe maintenance ami support of a School and Library, 
to be kept in|the " Mechanic Institution" in Chamber-slreel. 
For the management of the fortnei-, 12 members are annually 
appointed and designated, " The school committee." The 
number of pupils in this seminary at present, (1826) is 70 males, 
and 50 females, who are (aught in separate aparlmeutB. Total 
120. 

The LiQninY is committed to the care oF eix members, de- 
liominatod, "The library Committee" Independent of bonis 
purchased by (lie society for llie use of tins institution, many 
respectable don atioDB have been made toil, by benevolent indi- 
viduals. The present number of volumes amounls to 3000, 
In the year 1812, this aociely erected that lar;i;e. and commodi- 
ous building at the corner of Broadway and Park-Place, for- 
merly called Mechanic Hall, now Park place House. It is 
kept by Mr. W. B. Page, Htands in a moat agreeable situa- 
tion, and is one of the most genteel hotels in the city. In 
tlicj'ear 1821, they also built tfa-tt spacious aad coDvenieot 
house, situated in Chamber, between Chatham, and Augustus 
streets, called "Tkb Mechanic's Institution" in which, 
as we he have already observed, their school and library are 
kept. Here is, likewise the hall, in which (hey hold all their 
meeting's, for the transaction of business. 

Each person on .toining the society, pays S 10, iniltalion 
fees, and $ 12 move in 3 equal annual installments; or the 
depositing Ihe sum of $20, with (he treasurer at the time of 
admissions, exempts from all future payments. 

The, total number of members admitted into this societj-^^ 
from its organization to 1st, of January 182S,b]51S. ^H 

The MsacANTiLE Librabv Associattok. ^M 

On llie 2rth, November, 1820, a society was instiluled un- 
der this name, by the Merchanis' clerks of this city. They 
ivere led to this measure, from a desire to adopt the most effi- 
cient means of fecilitating mutual intercourse, to extend their 
Information upon mercantile and other Fubjects of general 
utility, — to promote a spirit of useful inquiry, and to qualify 
ihemselres to discharge wllli dignity (he duties of their profes- 
sion, and the social offices of life. 



^m^^B CIECULATING LIBKASIES- ^^ 

Actuated by these laudable motives, they have been liiicral- 
]y )jRironl2ed by a generous pabUc, whose friendly oid, in ad- 
tUlion to the fu ids raised by their own contribulionsj-havecna- 
bleJ them in less than five years, to establish a library contain- 
ing 3000 t-olumet, on the most useful and interestinc subjects. 
The library room^between Ferry and Franlifort, in Cliff-streel, 
is open every evening, (Sundays excepted,) from 6 o'clock, un- 
til 10, from lit, October to 1st April, and from half-past 7 to 
10 oVlock, during the remainder of the year. 

The ;officers of ihig associalion are a president, vice president, 
secretary, and nine diLectors, who are annually elected, on the 
first Tuesday of November, These constitute a board of di- 
rection, and meet at least, once a month, for the transaction a( 
business. Any person engaged iu mercantile business as a 
clerk, may, if approved of, hy a majority of the said board be- 
t corae a member of the association, on paying an initiation fee 
I of one dollar, and the further sum of one dollar semiannually, 
so long as he shall continue a member. Any tnember commence 
ing business on his own account, is entitled to the privileges of 
an honorary member; by continuing the contribution of one 
dollar, semi annually. Tbe number of members, is now about 
1000. Our merchants appear disposed to promote this excel- 
lent institution, as besides donations in books, they have given 
since its establishment in 1820, the sum of $ 1 6^2 in money, 
of which the sum of $715, was bestowed in the year 1825. 

Besides these three libraries and these of Columbia Colledge, 
and the General Theological Seminary, which have been al- 
ready mentioned, similar inslitulions are attached to each of the 
following and perhaps to a few others, vii. to the American 
Academy of Fine Arts, the New- York Lyceum, the Literary 
and Philnsopbical Society, ihe City Hospital, the Historical 
Society, the Medical Society, the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons, and the Athen(euni,of all which notice will betaken 
nnder the account of these societies respectively. We have, 
likewise a number of. 

Circulating Libraries, of which the following are Ihe most 
distill gtiished, viz. that belonging to A. T. Goodrich, No. 124 
Broadway, corner of Cedar-street, ~ which is the first of the 
k kind established in this ciiv ; the Minerva circulating Library 
[. 283 Broadway, opposite Washington Hall, of which W. B. 
Gilley is proprietor ; one kept at No. 4 Chamber-street, owned 
by Mr. Ed. M. Murden ; the Bowery Circulating Library, No. 
76 Bowery, of which Mr. Caleb Bartlelt is proprietor; one at 
No. 403^ Broadway, owned by Mr. T. Whjbrew. The 
Fiiakiin Libra " ■■■" *"' * ^ 
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w:ood i* proprietor ; oae by Mr. John Montgomery, No. 182 
Greenwich-street; Mr. James Collins, Greenwich,near Vesey 
street, besides several uthers conducted on a. less extensive 
scale, which it would be too tedious to enumerate, 

Reading Rooms. We have two such establish men is in this 
Ciiy. 

1st. Those attached to the AthanfE'iiiii, which are kept in 
spacious and commodious apartments in Broadway corner of 
Pine-street. But as this institution is as yet in its infancy, it 
cannot be expected, that its collection of books is very exten- 
sive ; yet they already amount to a considerable number, and 
are rapidly increasing. 

'2d, Mr. S. C. Schenk, lias a valuable and extensive collec- 
tion of books, &c. entitled " The Partlienon Circulating Library 
ajid Reading Room," kept under Peale's Museum, No. 252 
Droadway opposite the City Hull. In this establishment, there 
are upwards of seventy foreign and American periodical jour- 
nals, all the Morning and CveningPapersof this city, the most 
important Newspapers of the United States and of Canada, &c. 

Thus our citizens areWessed in a peculiar manner, witli 
ihe means of instruction in religion, and in every depart- 
ment of literature and science. There are places of religious 
worship, siitficient for tlie accommodation of persons of bH dc' 
nominations, and numbers of excellent societies instituted for 
the purpose of diffusing and establishing the important princi- 
ples of virtue and morality. Our seminaries of learning, from 
our primary schools, to our academies and college, are upon an 
excellent footing, and the means of obtaining for his children :i. 
goo|^ common education, is put in the power of the most indi- 
gent individual. The road to knowledge, morality and religion, 
is thrown open to all, and the inhabitants of this mciropulis 
liave only themselves to blame, if they be not as enlightenedj 
moral and religious a people as any upon the face of the globp; 
It is true, that in this, as in all other great cities, there are many 
allurements In dissipation and vice, and that the young aiid 
unwary run great danger of plunging into scenes of iramorali- 
ly, from the dreadful elTecls of bad example. But if there 
be many dangerous companions in this city, it is tliP 
duty of every young man to shun them, as he would tlve de- 
vooring pestilence; for he moy rest assured, that if "* a man can- 
not take (ire in his bosom and his clothes not be burnt; nor go 
upon hot coals and his feet nut be burnt," it 'n as impossible lot 
bim toassociatewith (lie wicked, without his morals being cori' 
laminated. 



Newspapers, &c. 

Our city U abundantly supplied with these sources of infor' 
niatiou. We have ten Dailj E'apers, of which six are publish- 
ed in ihe morning, and four in the afternoon. We have, like- 
wise, a number of semi-weekly and Weekly Papers, and some 
magazines. 

The Morning Daily Papers are ihe New-York Gazelle, the 
Mercantile Advertiser, the National Advocate^ the Daily 
Advertiser, the New- York National Advocate, and the Times. 

The Afternoon, or es Ihey are commonly called Evening 
Papers, are the Commercial Advertiser, the Evening Post, the 
Statesman, and the American. The price of a daily paper, 
whether morning or evening, is ten dollars per annum. 

The semi-Weeicly Papers, are seven in number, viz. the 
Spectator, which is issued from the oiEce of the Commercial 
Advertiser, The New- York Evening Post for the Country, 
The American, The Statesman, The Ksiimial Advocate, The 
Daily Advertiser, and TheNew-York National Advocate, cacli 
of which are, likewise, lieaded for the Country. 

The WeeM« Papers, arc The New-York I'rice Current. 
The New-York Observer, The Albion, The Globe&Emerald, 
Tlie Religious Chronicle, The New- York Mirror and Ladies 
Literary Gazette, and The American Alhanfeum, (both of 
which are Literary journals.) The Truth Teller, (a Roman Ca- 
tholic paper,) The 'felescopc, The Courier, The RepresenU- 
live. The Recueil, (a French paper,) The Bee Hive, The 
Christian Inquirer, The Spy and Dramatic Repository, The 
American Preacher. The Christian Herald is published once 
a fortnight. 

Magazines. Of these, we have the following, viz. The New- 
Vork Review and Athanaum Magazine, The Methodist Mhl 
sine, The Dutch Church Magazine, each of which is publiehei 
^lnonlb!y,and the New-York Medical and Physical Joul "' 
Kurhich is published quarterly by Drs. Beck, Peixollo and ' 

■ - Authors, PEiNTKiiSjBooKSEj.LEns,&c. 

The high prices of paper andlabour in Great Britain, has been 
very favourable to authors, and the publication of books on this 
side of the Atlantic. A duty of 15 percent islald, on all foreign 
publications which, with other expenses, occasions them to be 
sold, at an advanced price, when they are imported into this 
country. To encourage the domestic manufacture of paper, 
aJanr was passed by Congress in ISO^, e^CTO^\\w% tt!A totu^ 
rags from the payment of duly. t\iese cvitttTOstantM.' 



laga- 

"I 



AmBOKS, BOOKSELLERS, Sic. 



uire of papei^H 
news papw^l 



combined to give a grent spring to the manufacture 
as well as to the printing of books, pmnphlets andneu 
Of paper, a sufficiency is now made amongst ourselves, 
I'ender its importation unnecessary, and a vast quantity is manu- 
factured annually, some part of which is equal to any imported. 
At Springfield, New-Jersey, about sixteen miles from this city, 
there are no less than fifteen paper mills. Of these, Samuel 
Campbell, Esquire of this city, is a large proprietor. The 
business of casting type, as well as that of stereotype, is carri- 
ed on here to a vast extent, and printing presses are made in 
the Lest manner, and in the newest and most approved mode. 
Thus we have not only the typographical an, but every branch 
connected with it, carried on ro great perfection amongst 
ourselves. 

From these circumstances, authors Gnd it easy to publish 
their original works, and publishers proceed with equal facility 
in the reprinting of foreign works. The printers and book- 
sellers in this city, employ large capitals in publishing original 
works, as well as those, which have been printed in Europe, 
and many of ihem have been well remunerated for their enter- 
prise. It may be asserted without fear of contradiction, that 
there is no art, in which greater improvements has been made 
in this city, than in thut of printing and book-binding. Here 
many works have been published, which, in point of the good- 
ness of the materials and the elegance uf workmanship arc 
equal to the best editions, which have heen imported from 
Europe. As many of our youth are engaged in those studies, 

' which are necessary to prepare them for the learned professions, 
(he demand for the Greek and Latin elassies hafl become very 
great; but thore is now no necessity for their importation, as 
the writings of Caesar, Cicero, Virgil,'Salost, Ovid, Horace, &c. 
have been published herein a correct and. handsome manner. 
Those editions, wliich have been published under the inspec- 
tion of the late Peter Wilson, ll d. Professor of Languages, 
and of Charles Antbon, a. h. adjunct professor of the Greek 
and Latin languages, in Columbia College are greatly esteemed 
on account of their accuracy. The latter of these gentlemen, 
prepared for the press ^ new edition of Poller's Grecian Anti- 
quities, which is far superior lo thai work, when it came from 
the hands of its learned author ; one of L am priere's Classical 
Dictionary, which is universally acknowledged to contain so 
many improvements, as to render it a much more valuable work 
than the best edition, which had been issued from any Europe- 
an press, and Valpy's Greek Grammar, which may be coo- 

■ ^deted as a work entirely new. T\ve^ Mt'i'Mift'a *s\tsinisS " 
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n valuable addition I0 the standard books used in Colufpbia 
College, and in m»ny otliei- of our Colleges and higher semi' 

For llie assislntice of beginners in (he study uf ihe Latilfr 
language, Mr, George Long, one of our. most enterprising pritt-. 
lers and book-sellers, Ims caused two of the most valuable tf 
the initiatory schuol-books to be prepared in a new and very 
useful manner, f mean tlie lillle volume commonly called 
Historia Sacra, to whicli is added a Dictionary of all the 
words contained in that book and no more, with their deriva- 
tions and compositions, By George Ironsioiq, a. m< teacher of 
languages, formerly of this city, now itf the District of Colum- 
bia, and Viri Roiate, the book which is, in general, put into the 
bands of students immediately before iheir entering on the 
Classical Writers, executed in tlie same manner. By James 
Haedie, a. m. 

These two books no sooner made their appearance, than 
they met with the approbation of most of our classical teachers, 
and their utility in accelerating the progress of the pupil, and 
facilitating the labour of the teacher, is now so universally estab- 
lished, that they are used in most academies and grammar 
schools throughout the United Stales. Mr. Long, wbo holds the 
copy rights of both, perceiving their very extensive circulation, 
caused them to be carefully levised, corrected and stereotyped. 
The proof shests were eKamioed with the greatest attention, by 
gentlemen well qualified for the undertaking, and neither pains 
nor expenses were spared to render them as free from errors as 
possible. But several Greek as well as Latin books have been, 
of late years, printed in this city. Valpy's grammar has been 
already noticed, to which may be added the Greek Testament, 
Gr£eca Minora, the Greek Prosody, by Dr. Peter Wilson, 
Lucian's Dialogues, Homer's Iliad, &c. Many valuable ex- 
pensive European works have, likewise, been printed here, of 
which I shall only mention a very few, Shakespeare's works, 
and RoUin's Ancient History ,bolh stereotyped, Blair's Lectures, 
and sermons, Volney's works. Goldsmith's works, the Specta- 
tor, Swift's works, &c. ifl;c. while the original works printed here 
in this city, are almost innumerable 

The following are the principal publishers, who are arranged 
in the ordtr, in which it is believed, that they severally began 
business in that line. Messieurs Evert Duyckinck, Thomas and 
James Swords, Daniel D. Smith, George Long, Collins and co. 
Collins and Hannay, William B. Gilley, Henry I. Magarey, xod 
William £orrodaile. 
On *fte whole, as New-VOTV.\i(Ai8t^ ^M,v\it wvoa4\sti«^ 
gaisbed rank amongst hei 3is\w Slalcs, Saa-wivawitttvii.--^- 
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BtfT view, she is not behind any or them in r^ard to ibe busi- 
■Bessof priming;. Hence lliis cily may be considered as the 
I l^st rnart in [he Untied States, for the mnnu fact cry and sale 
I, of books. 

I Private Schools, Ac-idemies, Public Schools, and the 
fc High-School. 

^ It b much to the ciedit oF our City, that the system of in- 
Mtnictioa in piii' common bcIiooIs has of lale years, beeu greatly 
Khnproved. Of our teacliefs, there are many of irreproachable 
l.norals, and good natural talents, well cultivated by educa- 
Ltion, who have emisarked in the arduous busiQess of luition, 
K^m a conviction, that, in that profesnon, they could render a 
■Wost impoilapl service to the community, by initiating the 
Eif oung and rising geueralion in the principles of virUie and 
IlKerul kiiowlcdf^e. We gccordingl)' lioil, &t an examination oi 
Kft juvenile school, under the care of such an instructor, a uum- 
Eber of children of both seses, about the age of 10 or 12, nho 
nvan not only read in a graceAtl manner, but Eatisfy us, that they 
KjBnderstand what they read, who write legibly and with gieat 
raeatneBB, aud ivho bylhcpromptiluda and corrcctnees of theii' 
l.flosversconviucetheir visitors, that they are well actiuaiatcd 

■ with the elements of English grammai', geography, and histoiy ; 
IllDdlhoEe who are somewhat more advanced in years, display 
Wfaeir skill in arilbcmetic, mathematics, composilicn, belles let- 
ftfres,&c. thus affording (heir relations the most pleasing prospect, 
■V'Uhey will, by God's blessing, at no distant period, become 
Hjuwful membei-s of auciety. Such eeminaries ati these, arc of 
V|real importance in a free ctmntry, and the reflection is highly 
■gratifying, that there arc unt a few such in this city. It is much 
Kto be rcvretted, however, that out of about 3DD Dunor schools, 
K which have been ascertained to e.xist in this city, tlicre arc 
I many of them tatight by pcisona without the necessary quaiili- 
I'ttons for the dischai^e of ilicir important (rust, and in some in- 

■ staucesof doubtful mornU. 

I With respect to academies or other classical Bcminaries, we 
I 'liave a number, which are under the care of gentlemen of un- 
Pblemished reputation, and of great professional pre-eminence. 
As a proof of their success in this honounible employment, it 
is only necessary to mention, that they have prepared a number 
of youth for Coluihbia and other colleges, and from the man- 
ner, in which they have in gencia\, ataji\\.\a4 ftxft'^pfl.*.'"^' ■,"*■*■ 
[ ibeir cjraminations as candidates for a4mw«\(m,<iv«s«.'a ■»»;«»" 
KDO 10 coll in question the indosWy , ot tfo&Vw^ o^ ^^'^ Vt^O^w 
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From vhat has been said respecting our pay schools, il 
pears, that they might, for a number of years, bave been dW^* 
ed into two classes, isl. Those, in which ihesyMem of educa- 
tion is excel leal ; but the price high. 3d, Thuse in which the 
masters being iiicompereni lo llteir duty, (he pupils get little in* 
struction, and the teachers a small Com pensa lion for their servi- 
ces. The expenses of the first do not suit the poor man's 
pocket, and if he send his child lo the last, he runs a great 
risk of paying his money for nothing, Charity schools had 
been established by several respectable congregutions; butas 
(he benefits of these seminaries were confined to the children of 
such persons as were members of these congregations respec- 
tively, there were many, who were necessarily excluded. 
To obviate this difliculty, a society was incorporated by an 
:)Ct of the legislature, passed 9th April 1805, under the name 
of "The society for establishing a Free school in the city of 
New-York, for the educatioti rf such poor children as do not 
belong to, or are not provided for by any leligious soiriety." 
Tliis inetilution has, no doubt, been very beneficial lo those, for 
whose benefit it was organized, and in the year i S25, instead of 
ODC Free School, the number had increased to six, all of which 
were in a flourisftiag condition. The teachers were indefatiga- 
ble, as well as intelligent; and ihe progress of their pupils was 
highly satisfactory. But in March, I82C, our legislalure, 
at the solicitation of the trustees, passed an act, entitled " an 
act in relation to the Free school Society of New- York" where- 
by it was enacted araongsl other things, that the said society 
shallhereafter be known by the name of" The Poblic School 

SOCIBTY OF Nbw-YoRK." 

Of the circumstances, which induced the Trustees lo wish 
for this, and some other alleraclons in their charter, I cannot 
do better than lay before my readers an abridgment ol 
their address to the public, relative to the subject. Their 
reasons are so satisfactory, that men of intelligence will readily 
admit that they have made a very iraporiant improvement, in 
the mode of conducting our coramon schools. 

They begin by stating, that on the Isi. April (1826,) jhe semi- 
naries under their chnrge had ceased to be charity schools, and 
that the followiog rates of tuition were established, viz. 

For the alphabet, spelling and writing on slates, 25 cents pez ,. 
([uarier. 

Continuance of the above with reading and anlbmi 
tables, at 50 cents per quartet, 
Cootiauaact of the last with wt'u,\nsotiv«^T,Mfl!tHr«Jj&^« 
•ieSnitlons jfl per quarter. 
The preceding with grammut, g.w>s,va?V3 , Mvi w^* 'i 



cents pez ._ 
ibnwtia^l 
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maps and globes, book-keeping, history, com posit ion, mcnsure- 
lion, astronomy. &c. J2 per quarter. No additional diarge is 
made for instruction in needle work, nor for fuel, books, or 
atalionary. " It is not" say they, "expecled that these charges 
will detray the expenses of the institution. The niain reliance 
must be placed upuu the common school funds.'' The follow- 
iog are (he reasons, which induced the tegislatuie to adopt the 
new arrangement, 

1st. To remove the imputation of charity scholars, wbidi 
was applied to the pupils of the free schools, in consequence of 
restricting llieir admission, to such children as were the objects 
of a gratuitous education, and which induced some parents 
father lo suffer their children to grow up in ignorance, than to 
send them to a free school. 

2d. To substitute thespacious, vrell regulated monitorial semi> 
naries, conducted by duly examined and qualified teachers, 
under the constant supervision of a board of trustees, and oftlte 
public authorities, in the place of the numerous minor pay 
schools, with which this city abounds, and in which, in too 
many instances, the time of the pupil, and the earnings of the 
parent ere n'asied,not in the acquisition of learning and virtue ; 
but of habits of idleness and insubordination 

Sd To create and foster in the less afEJuent classes of society, 
-a spirit of telf-respect, and Inudable pride, inducing them to 
reject as (he gin of charity, what they could command as the 
price of honest labour. 

With the view of accommplishing these desirable objects, 
and of exiendin;^ as far as possible, the system of elementary 
education, upon vhich the good order of the city so essentially 
depends, the tegislaiure have direc(ed wiih the unanimous ap- 
proval oCthe society, of the school cotnmissioners and of the 
corporation. 1st. I'bat (he free tchools, shall be conrert- 
edintojtH6?iCsrftoofc. 2d. That it shall be the duty ofihepHb- 
lic school Bocie(y to provide, so far as their means may extend, 
for the education of all children in the city of New- York, not 
otherwise provided for, whether such children be or be not the 
proper objects of gra(uilou3 education, and without regard to 
(he religious sect or denomination, to which such children or 
their parents may bt-long. 3d. That it shall be lawful for the 
trustees, to require of the pupils moderate tuition fees, to be ap- 
plied to the erection of school houses, (he payment of teachers', 
salaries, and to (he defrnying of such otherexpenses, as may 
be incident to (he education of children. P(ov\4»A.iVnli«i 
fhildsAali be denied the hmef,t» of the xiwtU\Ai.oTi,tRtTeH « 
eAegrotmdof inability (o jrny/or tlie same, >»>.l i\«w*-. •**• 
fimca. be freely received and educatetl. 
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The scliools are open to (he visitation of. the ciiiy.ens gene- 
rally, and it is the earnest wish of the Buard, lliat lliey would 
avail tliemselvea of the privilege. When it is recollected, that 
this institution liasalready educated more than twenty thousand 
children, it can hardly be necessary, to urge iheimportanceofits 
operations, or to press upou the minds of an enJiehiened commu- 
nity, the inviiatioD to witness their results. They add, that sucli 
visits in connection with those of the trustees, and of the public 
authorities, have the happiest influence in exciting ilie emulation 
bolh of the instructors and the pupils. They express the plea- 
sure, which they have in stating, that the school commenced. | 
last year in Christie neat t'ump-street, is ready for the recep« J 
tion of scholars, and that lots have been purchased for tbfl] 
erection of another, (the Eighth) in Grand-streei, west of Broad- 1 
way, which wlien completed will, together witli those already . 
erected, afford accommodations for the Instruction uf 
sant/ pupils. 

The number of children in the city between the ages of 5 and 
IS, Is supposed lo be about 30 000, of whom about 13000, 
are educaled in the pay schools, 10 000 in ihe free now the 
public, and other charily schools, the remaining 7000, from 
various causes, nnd partly from the feeling alluded to, arc 
wholly uneducated. 

The annual election is held on the second Monday of May, in 
fivery year. The number of Iruslecs has been increased, frtu 
SG to 50, and ihey may add lo their number, at any l<^al me^ 
ing of the board; but so that the whole exclusivt: of 4 
Mayor and Recorder, who are members e:c-oJ)Ecio,do not 4 
ceed 100. The payment of the siim of [en dollars, conititiM 
a person a member for life. i 

The school bouses, belonging Lo this institution arc spacid 
brick buildings, and are as follows- 

rNo l.Tryon Row, corner of Chatham-street. 
No 2. Henry-slreel, near Rutger. 
No 3. Hudson-street, near Christopher. 
No 4. Rivington-streel, near the corner of Pitt-street. 
No 5. Molt, between Spring and Prince Streets. 
No 6. Eellevue. 
No 7. Christie, between Pump and Hester. 
No 8. Graod-slreet, west of Broadway, not yet finirii 

9lh. A building for a Public School is now erecting 
ut Bloomingdale, and it is intended that, during the present 
season, there shall be similar Institutions at Manhattcn>ville, 
M^ia-ville, Vork-ville and lUr\Km. 
^Hv ibesaperioi excellence of the new 9\aTi,W\eie^«;W)&M%^| 
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'out one opinion amongst our citizens, Crowda, deligbted 
Kirilh the ideaof getting a good education for their children, with 
Zimt being considered in the light of pnvpers, are pressing for- 
I Vsrd (o the schools with tlieir beloved offspring, and it is nigh- 
robable, that id the short space of one year, the number ot 
e establishments will be twice as many as at present. The 
error of conlioing our proportion of the Common School fund, 
to the proper objects of a^rafut7a»s education was produc- 
I live of very serious evils; as i! excluded from its benefits, those 
I who were taxed for its increase, and made its recipients " a 
l<teparale community," publicly declaring the story of their 
I own, and their parents indigence, — a most glaring absurdity 
I under a republican government. But these were entirely obvia- 
f ted, merely by converting ihe Free into Public schools, whicli 
I Ke open to all without distinction of sect or circumstances. 
I The children of those who pay, and of those who do not, are 
1 placed on the same footing, and education is, as it ought to be, " 
I provided for ail, without subjecting the indigrnt lo the least dc- 
f gradation. Here the meanest citizen may educate his child, 
I vith a well founded hope, that if he aliould become equal to ilic 
I task, he may rationally aspire to the command of our fleets 
r snd armies ; a share in the legislature of his native state, or 
' even to the filling of the Presidenlial chair. He stands on 
. equal ground, in regard to the &nt honours of the nation, willv 
' ■Ae richest of his fellow citizens. 

[ Besides the Free (now the Public) schools which have been 
[ already mentioned there are, likewise, in this city, other charity 
I'Khoois, belonging to the following societies or corporations : 
1 ■ the Protestant Episcopal Church, the New-York Society for the 
h manumission of slaves, the Scotch Presbyterian Church, the 
r General Society of mechanics and tradesmen. Female associa- 
[ tion, Hamilton Free School, Methodist Episcopal Church, 
, Orphan Asylum, Reformed Protestant Dutch Church, First 
t Baptist Church, St. Peter's Church, St. Patrick's Cathe- 
(idral, St. Michael's Parish, German Lutheran Church, Grace 
X Church, Ftrsl Congregational Church, Bethel Baptist Church, 
. Garden-street Church. 

Havingsiaied in a former part of this article, that these schools 
received a partof their support from the Common Scltool fund, 
a brief explanation of what that fund is becomes necessary. 
The first distribution of school money for the purpose of 
assisting in the important business of cooimon school education ; 
was made by this stale in I8l6. The number of children re> 
ported as having been taught in thai year, was 140,106 ; but 
■tJa ihe year 1825, the number amounwivft ^a■^^V4Q.,—^ 
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more tban treble of that of I8l6. This fund c 

follotrine items. ^ 

Balance due on loan of ir92 - - A4L0,547tO6 " 

Do. - OH loan of 180S - - $i39^Ti,^0 
3,()i)0 shares in the stock of the Merchants 
bank, - - - - - $180,000,00 

IBoods and mortgages for escheated lands, ) 
in the military iraci. - - - ^ jfU ,78 1 ,88 

Do. forschooi fund lands sold. - $100,G64,46 
Canal t'mid stock bearing intei 
at 5 per eenl— 13,000 
Do. Gpercem— 155,000 
1 



$lG8,000.OO 

Money in the treasury being balance of 
receipts from the capital. 



.4,4t) 

i 

10,5^ 



$1,3 19,886,40 

The amount of tbe capital of the common school fund is 
Uierefore, 101^19, 886 46 cents, and Ihe revenue actually re- 
ceived from this fund in $1825, was 81,815,41 cents. But in 
addition to this fund, the coQStiiution provides, that " ttie pro- 
ceeds of altlands belengiog to this state, which shall hereafter 
be sold or disposed of," shall belong to the fund, for tlie sup- 
jiort of common schools." Id a report of the surveyor gene- 
ral, these lands are computed at 858,090 acres, and valued at 
$406,418, but "as the additions to the school fund, from the 
sale of lands must necessarily be gradual, and in no degree com- 
mensurate with the rapid increase of children to be instructed,*' 
the amount to be distributed this year (1826,) will agreeably to 
the recommendation of the acting superintendent of the com- 
mon schools, be increased to $100,000. The school fund is 
distributed amongst the 56 counties of the state, according to 
the population of each respectively; but no money was to be 
allowed to any county, unless a sum equal to that apportioned 
to it, should be raised by such county. In this there was no 
difficulty, as they all cheerfully concurred in the measure pro- 
posed. 

The following is a statement of the common school matff_ 
received, and distributed in and for the city and count; i 
Kew-York in 1&25. 
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' Balance remaining in the Mechanic's bank for tlie year 

1824, - - - - - $285,25 

Received rroin tlie state treasury. - $7,208,89 

Do. from tbe corporation of ihe city of > 

New- York, - J 7,208,89 



$IJ,703,03 

But a nev apportionment of the school money graduated by the 
L<eensU9 recently taken, witl soon be made in copformily to law — 
FThe power of distributing the common schocl fund appor- 
Plianed to the city, is vested in the Common Council, who have 
riately determined, that the distribution shall be in future, esclu- 
IfJTely confined to the foUowine societies, viz. The Public'Schoo! 
KBociety of New-York, the Mechanics' Society, the Orphan 
I -Asylum Society, and the Trustees of the African schools. 
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number of our most respectable cilizeWJ 
for the purpose of providing a perma^' 
nent institution, which should combine classical instruction, 
with the useful branches of general education, and in which 
llic course of instruction should be uniform, and aflorded at a 
moderate expense. They accordingly erected a spacious three 
story brick building 50 by 73, =3750 feel square, in Crosby- 
street, between Grand and Broome Streets. 

On the l5t.of March, 1835, it was opened uith more than 
■^00 pupils, and in the month of May following, their number 
had increased to at least €50. An act was passed for its in- 
corporation by Ihe name of " The High School in the City of 
Neto-Tork." By its charier, which is to continue in force till 
the Ifil. Monday in May, in the year 1846, they may purchase 
and hold real and personal estate, not exceeding in value the 
sum of jtSOfOOO, for the jnirpose of enabling th'em to carry in- 
to elTecl, the objects of their association ; and this stock is to 
be divided into shares not less than $25 each, to be deemed 
personal property, and transferable, agreeably tothe bye laws 
uf tbe corporation. All the affairs of the association are (o b^ 
managed by twenty-five trustees, whose election and the annu- 
al meeting of the society, shall be held at the school house, an 
Ihe second Monday of November in every year. 

In ease of a vacancy in the board of Trustees, the same is 
lobe Riled up by an election at a reguUi vaeevv'ci^'s^&t'ft'MaSi'a''. 
tiul no ballot sliall be ma.dejiiatL\ a\\e;Tia.\ w^^w.'es^-. 
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ing subsequeot to that, at trfaiclnhe nomination of the caadi- 
date shall have been made. After the annual election, the 
Trustees shall appoint from their own nomber, a president, 
vice-president, treasurer, and secretary. The regular meet- 
ings of the trustees, are held at their school house on the 2d. 
Thursday in every month. Seven trustees are a quorum to 
transact all business, except the sale or transfer of any of the 
society's real and personal estate, for trhich the approbation 
ol, at least, a majorky of the trustees is necessary. 
The Principalsoftbis institution are /ohnGbiscom,l.l.d. and 
D. H. Baknes, A. M. gentlemen, whose reputation for talents and 
industry in the line of their profession, has been long known 
and duly appreciated amongst the intelligent part of the com- 
munity. 

The following are some of the rules and regulations, which 
have been adopted for the government of this seminary. 

In the admission of scholars, the children of slock-holders* 
are to hnve the preference, pruvided more than a sufficient num- 
ber offer to fill up the different deparlments and rooms. The 
present number of pupils is 680, that being the complement: 
and such is the celebrity of the school, that there are 70 or 80 
children of stock-holders ready for admission, no one of whot^v 
can enter till a vacancy shal) occur. ^^ 

The course of studies are as follows.-^ _^H 

Isl. Ijdrodactory department. The alphabet, spelli^^ 
reading, writing on slates, first notions of drawing, arithmetic, 
geography and natural history. 

:^d. Junior departmeut. Spelling, reading, o-riting on paper, 
first principles of geograpy and English grammar, arithmetic, 
mental and mechanical, as far as through the rules of propor- 
tion, elocution, continuance of natural history. 

3d. Senior department. Grammar and geography complete 
mapping, higher arithmetic, book-keeping, and algebra, geom- 
etry, trigonometry, oslronomicat calculations, surveying, men- 
suration, navigation, conicsections, dialling, Latin, Greek, 
French uid Spanish languages, ancient geography, antiquities, 
history, rhetoric, elocution, composition, lectures on noturnj 
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pliilosopliy, chemistry and natural history, with experimsn 
!ind specimens, athletic exercises. 

The payment of tuition must be made to the principals id 
edvance, and the terms of instruction cao, in no case, be varied 
I'rom the following rales. — 

Introductory, $3, fuel for the season, 25 cents. 

JjinioT $5, fuel 50 cents, pens and ink 50 cents. 

Senior^?, do. 50 cents - do. 50 cents. 

Corporal punishtnent is never to be resorted to, etceptij 

cilteme cases. An annual public exarainaiiun is to be hdd ^. 

August of each year, under the direction and management of 
the trustees. Rewards and premiums I'or good conduct and im- 
provement in learning, may be dispensed as often as the princi' 
|ials may deem it useful. Lectures on chemistry, natural his- 
tory and natural philosophy, are delivered at ihe High School, 
which the students in the senior class may attend free of ex- 
pense. The principals employ at their own charge, sucii 
assistant teachers in the several depariraenls as are necessary, 
for the prosperity and reputation of the school. The number en- 
craged at present, is two in the Introductory, two in the Junior, 
and three in the Senior department, besides a teacher of the 
French, ami one of the Spanish language. Of pupils, who 
study the forinf r, there is about 70, and a few of the latter. No 
additional charge is made for the study of these languages. 

The exercises of each department, commences with reading 
a chapter of the bible: but no catechism or instruction in the 
tenets of any religious denomination, shall be introduced in 
the school. 

Such is the system ol' education adopted, and suah some of 
the rules and regulations, h hich have been established for lite 
government of this seminary. Wiih I'espect to the manner, iu 
Tvhicii it has been conducted, the board of trusteesjia ihek 
annual repoit published, November last, express the highest 
approbation. In speal:iOf;oriIieIntroductoiydeparlment,ihey 
remark as follows " Alt tlie studeala are engaged in similai' 
studies. Their progress has been very gralifjlngand, insomu 
instances, quite remarkable. This department exhibits an air 
of order, allention, activity and contentment, which has salisCetl 
nni\ delighted every individual who has visited il" — "The 
greater part of these I'hildrcF) commit and recite arithmetical 
tables every ilay.ami upwards of 130 cipher. All ef them are 
taught some poiiiona of geography, and uatural history, in wMdt 
they receive much valuable hnowletlge, from familiar lecturer 
with the aid of pictures and maps — In short, the cxi}«<ns>«K&» w 
fWh'ich has been made in l\ie iivtvoAwnVftrj &e^wev.'w«*.*v>Ks^«^M 
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^mmote saccetatvi than coultl hnve bceo aulicipated." With re- 
^r tpeci to the other departments, they make the foDuwiDg obaervu- 
UoDS, "The trustees might parliciiUrize sume bright eiamplee 
of extraordiiinry acquiremeol ; but they t«rheBi-todu so, and 
conieat tliemselvcs with Bajing, that (he general pragress of 
bolhtheSeuior aud Junior depart meuts, alTord the most con- 
clusive evideuces, thni the mooitorial system of instruclion, is 
capable of being adapted to Ibe higher as well as the lower 
braucbes of education. It is the opinion of tiioee, ivlio have 
had ihe most experience and the best meaus of judging, that 
they have never known so great proflcieucy made in the same 
prriod of time, as hasbeen n:ade in the upper departmeiitBof 
tlie High School. Iti all these studies, the method of mutual iD- 
struction has been brought into operation, aud has satisfied the 
saoguine espectalions, which were formed of iis eflicicDcy. 
The number of classical atttdenls is 70. 

Before I conclude this article, it may not be improper to 
observe, that when the Hi|!;b School was organized, many were 
of opinion that it would destroy the grammar schools, [I mean 
those in the city, in which the Greek and Latin Languages are 
taught ;) but the result has abundantly shown, that such appre- 
hensions were without foundation. According lo the best 
calculation which I have been able to make, the number of 
students in ourgraramar schools in this ciiy and county, is not 
less than 6ve hundred, and many are sent from this city to 
country academies, fot instructinn in classical learning, in the 
High School, iishas been just mentioned, the numb«rof classi- 
cal scholars is only 70, being not quite one seventh part of the 
whole of those, who are studying the Greek and Latin languages, 
esclusive of those, who have been sent to the country Tor their 
• education. It is, tlierefore, absurd to consider the High School 
as a monopoly: Messieurs Borland and Forrest, have at ihejr 
academy No. 45 Warren-street, a greater number of classical 
students, than the High School, as they have no fewer than 30 
under their care ; and the Rev. Dr. Edmund D. Barry, at his 
academy, comer of Church and Chamber Streets, has 50. 

In the private grammar schools, in which the old modeol' 
ttiUion, viz. the communication of instruclion to the students, by 
the preceptor in person, or by his assistant, has been pursued, 
it is well Itnown, that it has answered a roost valuable purpase 
lo the pupils. In the High School the Lane asterlan or Monitori- 
al system, has been introduced, and the advocates of this system, 
of whom [here are many of our best informed citizens, anlici- 
» pate . the most favourabte resall from its being carried i 
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, and from the order, regtilaril; and harmony, i. 
which ever; thing U conducted in this seminary, as I tuivf 

Eeatedly witnessed wirh (>|easuri', there is no reason to appre- 
end ihat tliey will he disappointed in their expectatioaa. In- . 
deed I believe that either of the systems, when conducied by dili- 
gent and Piperienced teachers, may be productive of the same 
beneficial consequences, and that notwithstanding ihe establish- 
ment of the High School, there is abundance of employment 
for every well qualiJied teacher in this city. 

Female UicH School. 

The success of ilie High School havijtg been entirely aalia- 
factory, Ihe Stockholders were anxious, that a similar instilu- 
tiou shoiild be proviiled for females. The trustees accordingly 
purchased a lot 72 feeib> ir>D,in Crosby,uear Spriug-sii-eet. in 
the vicinity of the edifice for boys, ou which Uiey erected a 
brick building of three stories hij^h, 44 feet by 60, bdng of 
sufficient ditneoi^ions to accommodale 420 scholars. 

This Seminary was opened on Ihe 1st. February, J 826, when 
every place was occupied by the children of stockholders. 
Here, ihe trittteee have been induced by the Blronjrest evidetice 
of very UDCommna ^iialSficalioiis tocditimitio ladie^, Ihe chief 
direction and instniciiop of the Female High-School: and .hey 
toa&dealiy autici)>aie. [liat it will ^really increase the ineana, 
and elevate the standard of female ciliication in our ci[) 

In tbiisemiuary there are six teachers, viz. two in each of the 
tluee deparlmcnts, vl7.. the Introductory, the Junior and the 
Senior. The teiias and coarse of luitioii a]« as folio mb. — 

IvTHoovcToav Dt.eAai:M^.iiT. Three doUari per quarter. The 
ttlph abet, spelling, reading, writineon slates, writing on paper, 
elementary branches ol' arilhmetic, grammar, geography, 
principally bv maiw,Kome branches of natural liiatory, and 
idain needle work. 

Jdnior DEPARTMENT. Piufi doHars per quarter. Spelliug; 
reading, defiaitious, writing, geography, English grammar, arilh- 
metic, mentai and mechanical, as far as through the rcilebof pro- 
portion, continuance of natural hisior)-, linear drawing, use of 
the Globra .ind tnftps, plain sewing, marking, cutting and mak- 
ing female dresees. ' 

fCJBNion DEPAnTMRNT. Scvsn dollars per quarter. Spell- 
;, reading, denniliuuE, Kriiiog, English grammar, compoei- 
n. geography with the use of maps and globes, mapping, 
^r arithmetic, the three first books of Ciiclid, boot: 
spin", moral pjiilosophy, WsVmy iwi4\«\\«.«As,\.V5;«a.. J 
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Fiac aad orDamenUl needle work. Ihc French hoguagr, 
dratving and paiutlug, lec[ur« on aslronomy, and naloral 
history, per quarter extra S3. The payDieul of tuition mtirt 
l>e made io ii<lvaace. 

The Amehican AcademyopFi-sb AitTe. 

In the year 1791, Mr. Archibald Robkiitson, a disiinguiali- 
cd ardst, iastituted a Ncminary in this city, lo which he gave the 
name or" The Columbian Academy of Painting,'' and suceeii- 
ed voDderruUy in his laudable undertaking. His pupils did 
great honour to tbemaelves, as nell as to theit preceptor. But 
the time at last arrived, when the improvement in the arts of 
dtawtng and painting, ao happily intruduced by this gentleman, 
should be placed on a more respectable fooling, than could be 
possibly done by the exertions of an individual, however inde- 
fatigable. In the year 1801, the late Honourable Robebt 
Livingston, formerly chancellor of this state, but then minister 
al (he court of France, projected the idea of establishing an 
" Academy of Fine Arts" in this city. To further the design, 
he wrote to his friends here, recommending that a subscription 
Mhould be opened to raise a fund for the purchase of statues 
and paintings, for the instruction of artists, and the undertaking 
was readily encouraged. 

It was not, however, till 3d. December, 1 802, that the society 
was completely M-ganised. It was composed of a number of 
the most respectable characters of ihe stale, and its object was 
to lay a foundation for a museum of the line arts, by {irocuring 
casts from the antique of the most excellent statues, with altos 
nod bassos relievos, and of specimens of pictures of the most 
eminent masters of the modern schools of painting. The 
Hon. liIswAuD Livingston was elected President, and an act 
was passed for its incorporation Feb. 12th. IgOij. 

In the mean time, by the aid of its worthy founder, copies 
inplasler had been procured of some of the linesl pieces, which 
have reached us from ihe hands of the ancient sculptors. The 
Fighting Gladiaior,and the Grecian Warrior, the Roman Senator, 
the reclining Hermaphrodite, Lacoon and his sons, the Jupiier 
TonanSfNiobe, Socrates, and a multitude of others constitute a. 
part of this collection. Some time thereafter, the late emperor 
Napoleon, made a present lo the Academy of 24 large volumes 
of Italian Pictures, and several porl-foUos of drawings. 

In ihe year 1S16, the Honourable, the Common Council, 
graaied to the Academy & gratuitous lease for (en years of (be 
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apartments, which they now occupy in the New- York inititute, 
and iniDiediately after a gallery was constructed for the exhibi- 
tion of pictures, and anoilier for ihe display of statuary, to 
the autumn of that year,ti:e first ejihibition was opened, on 
which occasion His Ljcceliency Dewitt Clinton, ihen president 
of the insiituiion, delivered an address in the City Hall, since 
which period, annual exhibitions have been given of the works of 
living and old masters, for the information and encourage- 
ment of young artists, students have at the same time, been 
constantly admitted to draw from antique, under the rules and 
regulations laid down by the Board of Directors. 

Ample means for the purpose, have been provided by im- 
poi ting from Europe, the best casts and busts from the most 
celebrated of ancient and modern masters ; in order to lay w 
solid foundation for the advancement of art in this country. In 
aid of this, for the last fen- years, eloquent discourses have 
been pronotmced by individuals on the Fine Arts, prior to the 
opening of each ezhihilion, thereby eliciting a growing taste 
for Arts, in general ; but more especially for the Fine Arts, grow- 
ing out of this institution. In addition to the means of elemen- 
tary study, the academy possesses some admirable specimens 
of portrnit. To obtain a full length portrait of our venerable 
countryman, the late Benjamin West, President of the Royal 
Society, and one of the first artists in the world, they employ- 
ed his successor. Sir Thomas Lawrence, to paint one ; which as 
well LIS an odmirahle portrait, painted by Sir Henry Rjeburn, 
of Edinburgh, and presented by him, on bis being elected an 
honorary member, and a striking Ukeness of the founder painted 
as large as life, by John Vanobrlyn, Ksq. of this ci^, now 
grace the walls of the iniititulion. 

As Honorary membeis, the academy may boast of the names 
of King George iv, the late Emperor Napolbon, who, as has 
been aJrcady observed, contributed very liberally to the estab- 
lishment, his brothers Lucien Bonaparte, and Joseph Bona- 
FABTE, who has repeatedly enriched the exhibition by loans 
from his valuable collection, besides many others of the most 
distinguished individuals in Europe. 

The officers of this society consist of a president, vice presi- 
dent, 1 1 directors, a secretary, assistant secretary, and keeper. 
Membership is obtained by anelectionof the board of director!, 
and by the payment of $ 25, which constitutes a patron, and 
entitles him to free admission to the gallery for himself, lady and 
unmanied children. Patrons, who we \KinvMxvc&,Va?»^ "^ 
ptmlegeof introducing one ftieni at a. <vm«- '^wiiQ'a*^ 
\ 4B»y be transferred or inherited. 
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In one of the apartmenU of this institution, a school for 
drawing and pamling has beea kept, since its location in ihr 
New- York Institution. Here, young ladies and genilemen, are 
instructed in these elegant HCcninpliafamenis, at diETerenl hours, 
under the superintendence of Mr. Alexandrb Robertson, a 
gentleman, whose talents and industry in the line nf his pro- 
fession, have been long well known to his fellow citizens. 

The Presidents of the Academy, have been the Hon. 
Edwabb Livingston, the Hon. RoBKBt R. Livingston; his 
Excellency Dewitt CLmon, and the present venerable John 
Trumbull. 

The officers for the year 1 82G, are John Trumbull, President, 
Gulian C, Verplank, ^ice Pretident, John R, Murray, Benja- 
min W. Rogers, Henry F. Rogers, Archibald Robertson, Ezra 
Weeks, William Gracie, George W. Bruen, J. Van Renssalier. 
M- D. Samuel L. Waldo, Isaac U. Coles, Frederic Depeysterl. 
junr. directors, Frederic Depeyster, junr. Secretari/, Alexandi 
Roberlson, Keeper, and assistant Secretary. 
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This is a new Institution, wliicfa was organised on igilu 
January, 182G. It has already aliracled a considerable share 
of the public attention and wil^no doubt, ultimately meet with 
that patronage, which, from^ta merit, it so well appears to dc- 

The intention of the members of this insliiulion may be 
known from the following addreas, which, at their commence- 
ment, they submitted to the consideration of iheir-fellow citizens. 
« The Artists of the City of New-York, have associated under 
the above title ; for the purpose of mutual improvement, and 
the instruction of all others, who wish to become students of 
the arts of design. They have no object in view, but the 
advancement of the Arts they profess, the benefit of the 
public generally, and of the artists throughout the United 

"The name lliey have adopted, is meant to express their 
wish to be associated with all artists, who are citizens of the 
United States; under which honourable title are. of course 
included the natives of every country." ' ' 

■ Xhii Academy, in point of lime, should b»ve been plamd u the 
laitqf -'Tbeltterary Inililulions," but bj iu objecu appeer to be tn ■ 
^omereipecw. (imiJartolhose of Tte ^laerWut lus&emj at «u¥\M^^ 
■trts. It li»3 been deemed proper, that it ahaa\d\niDu4iUe\j ta'Onv. ^^^M 
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"Although they have a name and a flourishing school, ifae; 
liBve na permanent " local babitalion." The constituted au- 
thoritiesj of the Stale, and of the Vity, viU be ennabled. 
to judge how far it is for the honour of the city, and state to 
aid tUe Academy in establishing their school, and an aaoual 
exhibition of ihe works of living artists, for the purpose of 
showing the slate of tlie Arts of Design, and raising a fiind ne- 
cessary to defray ihe expenses." 

" The National Academy hopes, that the establishment of an 
Institution directed and supported by Artists, will be found 
worthy of their patronage ; they ask of ihcir fellow citizens — 
their good mshes." 

" For the support of this institution, the artists look to the 
revenues deriveil from exhibilioBt and lectures., for the funds to 
carry forward their plan, to pay the expenses of the schools, 
aud to furnish a collection of models. These, without any 
other aid, they have the fullest conlideDce from the experience 
of other academies, (but especially the Royal Academy of 
London,) will be amply sufficient for all exigencies. Pub- 
lic and private aid may advance the progress of it, by donations 
of casts, prints, and money, and more particularly by the grant 
of rooms for the accommodation of the schools." 

This institution is farmed on the principles that every pTO' 
fession in society Anoaw beitmhat measuret are necettaryfor 
its oum governnient. Its success is no more problematical, 
than the success of many societies that might be named, where 
the members are exclusively of one profession, and they observe 
thai, " Artists planned, and they control the Royal Academy 
of London" and profess, that in the mode of managLng the 
National Academy, tliey shall be guided by lata framed by the 
academicians themselnes, without any other interference. 

The following are the officers of this society, Samuel F B. 
Morse, President, Henry Inman, vice President, John L. Mor- 
ton, Secretary, Charles C. Wright, Treasurer, Dr. F. G. 

King, professor of anatomy. 

The exhibition is now held (May 1826,) at No. 33?" Broad- 
way, corner of Reed-slreel, opposite Washington Hall, and 
wilt be continued daily, (Sunday's excepted,) till (he 2th. July 
Ibllowing. Tickets of admission only 25 cents. 
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This institution was, in its origin, s private a3aociaU<»i.i£ 
young g'entlemen, who held occasionaV meetvn^* wi. «mt ^^ "Cw 
lecture rooms of iho college of pbytcmM. V. ■««i'wiK.'s«^««wA 
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yanactof the legislatute, passed 20lh. April, lS18,aiid fi 
"nUhed, through the liberality of tht Common Council, with a' 
SUile of apartments in (he New- York Institution, since which 
time, it hasbten steariily, though silently increasing in useful- 
ness and respectability. An extensive cabinet has been formed, 
which cenl^ns nearly three thousand mineral species and 
varieties. No collection in the country is so rich in the depart- 
ment of berpetology and ichthyology. It contains more than 
five hundred species, and must ere long be a place of reference 
to all who wish to investigate these obscure classes of animals. 
In addition to the already extensive collections of fossils from 
various parts of Europe and America, lite cabinet contains near- 
ly the whole skeleton of theMastadon, and large portions of tho 
only North American specimen of the Megatherium, hitherto 
discovered. A new department, thai of comparative anoto- 
niy, has recently been established, which already contains many 
valuable preparations, and a series of skulls, nearly two hun- 
dred in number, from the ditferent classes of (he animal kin« 
dom. 

Every effort has been made to procure a suitable library ; bui 
from the expensive nature of the books required, with very 
limited success, It tjow contains ahout six hundred voluDies, 
and the funds of the Military Philosophical Society, have been 
generously presented by the members of that institution for its 
further increase. The Lyceum is also under pleasing obliga- 
tions to Col. George Gibbs, and Dr. David Hosack, of this 
city, and to B. DEAasonN, E^sq. of Boston, fur many valua- 
ble additions to the library ; and the hope is indulged, that its 
still limited extern, needs only to be known to be remedied by 
the public spirit and liberality of our fellow citizens. 

For some lime past, a naturalist has been employed in travel- 
ling through the country, and exploring its various natural pio- 
ductions. One of the members is now in Florida for a similuv 
purpose ; and as soon as the state of its funds will admit, it is 
proposed to employ suitable persons in exploring the regions 
west of the Mississippi. In connexion with the plan of (eluci- 
dating the natural productions of our country, the Lyceum has 
commenced the publication of its transaciions, of which the 
second volume is now in the press, and will shortly appear. 
The first volume met with a most flattering reception from 
naturalists of Europe, 

The annual meeting is held on the fourth Monday in Feb- 
i^ry, when ihe officers for the ensuing year are elected. The 
^c<e(_y consists of three classes ot mewvVaeTajVvt.^KAai 
Wkrrespoadent, and Honorary. IhernvvaSwa^eta^*'"^ 



3 



: HOKTICULTUSAL 

member is ten dollars, and the annual contribution four dollars, 
payable quarterly, on [he first Monday of May, August, No- 
vember, and February, in each year. The ordinary meetings 
are on every MotidHy evening, lo which visitors may be admit- 
led by tlie introduction of one or more menibers. 

The cabinet is, at reasonable hours, open daily for the in- 
spection uf the public, ^afis. 

Its presidents have been Samuel L. Mitchill, M, D,LL. 
D. and John Tobbey, M. D, 

SGW-TORK B15T0B1CAL SOCIETY. 

This Institution, the express object of which is to preserve 
the materials of the literiLry, civil, and ecclesiastical history of 
the slate of New- York, was organized in the year 1 804, and 
received its charter in 1809. Il has been raosi zealously de- 
voted to its original design, and has published three volumes 
of Collections, on subjects connected with the history of the 
slate. Its presidents have been Judge Benson, Gnaverneur Mor- 
ris, Dewitt Clinton, and now Dr. David Hosacli. lis libraiy is 
most valuable as containing a large amount of original 
rials for the future historian not yel published, besides several 
ihouBanii primed volumes. 

Amongst its must efficient patrons have been John Pintard^ 
esq. and Dr. John W. Francis. 

V lilTEBABT AND PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIBTV C 

, ■, This Society commenced with the association of n number of 
literary and scientific gentlemen ofNew-York,in lS04,and was 
shortly aller incorporated by the legislature, ha Fresideiil is 
Dewitt Clinton, who was inducted to that office by its char- 
ter. It has published one volume of transactions in 4(o. The 
principal confribu'ors to it, are Hosack, Clinton, Mitchill, 
Macniven, Francis and Griscom. 

The second volume of its transactions, part 1st, is enriched 
with the results of Capt, Sabine's late experiments, besides pa- 
'jMrs by Gov. Clinton. It has a small but well chosen library. 

NtW-YoRK HOBTICULTUEAL SoclBTY. 

embraces tliree subjects. 1 si. The cultiva- 

I from the inaueursl diicourse of DiiioHosiOB, 
llvered berore the Society, on hit taking hia levXvf^c*.- 
onnivergnry meeling, SAW W>^^ , VftiV. 
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tion of ihe plants of the table, including culinstry vegetables 
and fruiti. 2d, Thone plants which are considered as ornaiaent- 
al, and 3d. Landscape gardening, or the art of layin| out 
grounds in suci^manner as may render tliemmost conducive to 
utility and beauty. In as far, therefore, as horticulture U-not 
only subservient to utility ; but Uke the an of painting, address- 
es itself to the taste and (o the imagination, it has very proper- 
ly been enuineraled amongst the liberal or the fine arts; and 
accordingly rauks iimoiigst the moat delightful and important of 
human pursuits." The ancients considered it as one of the 
most pleasing occupations of the mind, particularly in the de- 
cline of life, while, at the same time, it is beneficial to health, 
by the agreeable exercise It aHbrds to the body as well as to the 
mind. 

But notwithstanding the vast importanceof the art of garden- 
ing, little attention has been paid toit in modern times, until about 
SO years ago, within which period, a number of eminent indi< 
viduals have directed ihpir attention to the subject, and especial- 
ly in France and England, where they have introduced impor- 
tant changes in every department of horticulture. To the 
honour of France, the first establishment of a national institu- 
tion for the promotion of knowledge in this branch of science, 
was in that coiiiilry. If was not until IS04, lliat the first asso- 
ciation was founded in Great Brilain. It was then instituted 
by tlie name of, " The Horticultural Society uf London," and 
in 1809, by the exertions of Dr. Andrew Duncan the learned 
professor of the insiitutea of medicine, in the University of 
Edinburgh, " The Caledonian Horticultural Society'' was form- 
ed In that city. 

By the friendly intercourse of the members of these instttu- 
tutions, each consisting of several hundred individuals, great 
emulation has been excited, horticultural knowlege has rafiidly 
increased, and the most benefi-cial results have been experien- 
ced throughout the kingdom. Each of these bodies has pub- 
lished many volumes of communications, which have been the 
meani of spreading very extensively, the knowledge both of 
the principles and the practice of horticulture, and has been 
highly profitable by the addition it has made in the quantity, 
and the improvements it has effected in the quality of the pro- 
ducts of the soil. Some of these volumes foiDid their way to 
this country, and it was very probably owing to this circum- 
stance, that the first idea of the " Nevi-Ynrk HortieuUttral 
Society" originated. 

In September, 1818, a few of the more inteUigent practical 

C" -""'—-1 
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of inlroducing such improvements in the cultivalion of our 
vegetable productions, as they conceived were called for, and 
which they felt themselves cumpeienl to etTect. This society 
was, at first, entered intft without the most distant view of at- 
tracting public attention. But as their improvements pro- 
ceeded, I hey acquired notoriety, and the views of its loundei's ex- 
panded with their success. They coDsequenily became desi- 
rous, that the knowledge of their iiupruvemems might be pre- 
served and extended for the benefit of the communiiy. Many 
of the most respectable genllcineD of our city, who are in the 
liable of spending the summer at their country seals, and who 
are alinched lo h a rti culture, also joined in the association, and 
they lormed themselves into a regularly organized inatitulion. 

Such were the humble and unostentatious beginnings of this 
society, which in eight yr ars has been the means of increasing 
the variety, and of improving the quality of our vegetables, of 
greatly changing the face of our markets ; of introducing a great 
number of valuable fruits ; of augmenting the number and vari.; ^ 
ety of ornamental plants, both indigenous and exotic, and lher^'^| 
by of spreading a ta^ie for this innocent, yet instructive and <l0^H 
lightful source of enjoyment. ^* 

In (he year 1822, the society applied to the teslslahire, for 
an act of incorporalion, ikhich uas granted viih uaaoituity, as 
that Honourable Body was not only satisfied Mith reepcct to 
the utility of the institiilioD ; but were desirous to patronize 
it, asbeinglhefirstof the kiud.nhichhad been orf^anized id 
Ihc United Stales. Agreeably to (he charier dated 22d. Marcli 
i822, they are {termitted lo hold real and peiEonal estate not 
exceeding $25,000, in the ifIioIc, nor the income of more than 
1^5,000 per annum. 

The monthly meetings of this society, are held on ihe Inst 
Tuesday of every A'IoDli],aud tlieanniversary meeting on ibe 
last Tuesday in August, when the officers for the ensuhig year, 
consisting of a President, 3 Vice Presidents, a Treasurer, Cor- 
leapondiug Secretary, Recording Secretary, and a Council, 
- composed of at least l2 members, arc elccletl by ballol. The, 
I'resideol, and all the olBccrs of the society, Uie Mayor and 
fiecorder of the city, and the President of the JVew-Vork Hospi- 
tal, are members of the council ex-o^n'o. Each reridenl or 
ordinary member, pays on his admission the sum of $5, and $2j 
per annum, but any mcnibcr may cojnpouud for all future con- 
tributions by the payment of S2U. 

Besides ordinary membera, there are two othcrctaEses in 
Ibis society, viz. the honorary and the corresponding iaen)Jbe.iK. 
These ari; exempt from the paymet\i oS le«s. wvi toTX-iiwA-aw;, 



have ihe privilege of atleadiog ;ill metlinss; but liavc no riulit 

10 vole, nor are tJiey eligible to office. From thes« two classes, 
however, i^cat good has accmed lo the iiiBtiiiiiion ali«ad}~, 
aod iDUch more may be reaeonably expected. Tliey are per- 
sons afenineiice, most of whom aredislinguislied foreignertor ci- 
tizens of ihe United States, reBident io foreipa countries, or coni- 
mandera of our publicships of war, wliorisit most parts of tlie 
iTOT)d,an(l being noted for their desire lo promote tbe science of 
horticiillure, Ihcy, with the utmost alacrity, IraoiiTiil ivlialerer 
they deem interesting lo the society in this city. 

With a view of exciting a s[)irit of emulation among the reei- 
dent members, the council may annually direct rewards to be 
given to nicii as may, in their opinion, have essentially advan- 
ced the objects of the society. Many such premiums have, 
with great propriety been adjudged by the council, within these 
few years, to such members as have most distinguished them- 
selves by their success in this laudable pursuit, and their dis- 
tribution has evidently beeu productive of the most bcnefioial 
cousequences. The society is rapidly increasing in members 

11 nd respectability. 

The New.Yor.K Athan^um. 

I' Till June 1824,New-York was probably ihe only city o1 
p«qual size and prosperity in the civilized world, in which an 
nssocialion for Ihe purpose of encountgicg and promoting (he 
popular Bcicncea, and liberal arts ttas not to bn found. 

Id some of our Hisier citie& such inBtitutions are ably sup- 
ported ; and ihc commercial and manufacluriag marts of Europt 
have, of late years, vied with each other in the magniriccnce 
of such establishments. The example of Liverpool, wa^ fre. 
qneiilly held out to ourcilizena,BB worthy of imitation, and 
none could have been adduced more nppoaile. The two cities 
I'ose into importance almost pari pastv, were mutually condu- 
cive lo each others progress, and were most intimately connecl- 
(rd in ihe bonds of a constant and ever active intercourse. It 
might, therefore, have been fairly expected, that an er|ua] In- 
crease of riches and reBnemeol would have been attended 
with an equal progress in those branches of knowle<lge whicii 
tend to elevate and adorn the mind, and to open lo it a field of 
eajoyment and delight beyond ail that can arise from the mere 
acquisition of wealth. 

More too miglU have reawnably been demanded from ihe 
■MiabitantB of 'New-YoA. Su^rior, beyond a doubt, in the 



"CtiCfal dilTiiBLon of educalioD, iinreltered by aay of ibe (ram- 
cnelBor aaliqualeilcuBloms, aad rankiag first in the confedera- 
cy, of u'hich their state is a member, thej were ceriainl* called 
by their situation and circumstances, to act a prominent anil 
leadiag part. Tliat they have bcreEofore been negligent in 
this respect is to be deeply regretted ; but it is not too late to 
repairthefault and remove the stigma, which, in this instance, 
iiasso long attached to the public spirit of oar city. 

It is from a character, for a high degree of progress in litera- 
ture, in science, and (he fine arts; that all iasling national repu- 
tation is to be derived. The treallh derived from commerce 
may vanish ; the pride of monied opulence may be checked ; 
but the noi'ks of eeuius, the productions of learning and the 
monumenlB of taste are indeBU-uctibie and unfading. Deeply 
impressed witli these truths, a number of gentlemen of literary 
and EcientiGc pursuits, formed an aasocialiou on tl)e 1st. of 
.Tune 1824, for the purpose of raieiug an institution upon a 
scale worthy of ourtnctropolis. 

The following are the objccis of ibis association, 1st, Many 
o'' [he ecienccB are at present, in a Btale of progressive iniprove- 
meu I, unexampled in the annals of history ; the press teams with 
literary productions, of the must important Datur«. To num- 
bers of our citizens, versed in sctenliiic tubjects, or possfisEing a 
taste for their cultivation, the lime and opportunity of keeping 
up with their rapid advance is denied; while the productions 
of ibe press are beyond the reach of even llioee, who possess 
bolh Ihe means and (he inclination to obtain its most valuable 
works. It H-as. therefore, determined, that the associates 
nf the institution should appoint from their oivn body, genlle- 
meii, nhoshouM annually delivevpublic discourses, on the pm- 
jSress of thwe braucliPB of science and literalurc, n-hich arc 
most inlimately connected whh their individual pursuits; and 
should tlie several parts be well executed, they will much 
abridge the labour of following the ceaseless progress of human 
intellect; and render that task easy to those, whom more active 
and profitable avocations, draw front the pursuits of learning. 

2d. Many parts of literature, sciences and the arts, may be 
cultivated for the sake of the agreeable rela.iaiion they afford 
ft-om the cares of domestic life, and the turmoil of business. 
The ossocialei, therefore, propose to provide popular lectures 
upon such sabjects, open to the pations, and subscribers to the 
institution, and to strangers. These teClures are, likewise, 
npen to both sexes, and it forms no unimportant feature of the 
plan. i6nt the Indies of New-York, wjll thus Ire enabled. t< - 



pDUue studies and investigate sobjecia, from whicb,by the pre- 
sent systein of education, ihey are excluded. 

Sd. There exists do instilulion in the city, provided with suf- 
ficient funds to procure and furnish to its supporters the whole 
of the works, whether periodical or standard, that hourly issue 
from the presses of America and Europe. 

4th. In the pursuit of the objects of the several lectures and 
for the use of the persons, who may attend the courses, a library 
of scientific reference will be of the first necessity. Ii should 
comprise, when complete, all lite standard elenientHry works 
of literature and science of every age nad nation. Extensive 
as this part of their plan may be, the associates, well knowing 
the laudable zeal of their fellow citizens, to promote objects of 
importanceto their honour and prosperity, donotdespair of ac- 
complishing it. 

The associates conclude their address thus. " In present- 
ing this plan to the public, ibey deem it their duly distinct- 
ly to state, thai it is based upon no views of private or 
individual eniolument. Their object is to obtain the means, 
by which an institution, commensurate with the magnitude and 
wealth of our city, may be established. To attain this desira- 
ble end, the lecturers are willing to devote themselves, and to 
seek no oilier reward for their eiertions, than ihc reputation 
they may have an opportunity of acquiring, and the pleasure 
they may derive from being instrumental in establishing a useful 
institution." 

The following is an abstract of the by-laws, of this es- 
tablishment. — 

The association is denominated "TheNew-YorkAtUana- 
um." It consists of resident and honorary membets. The 
resident members must be citizens of New- York, and may be 
either associates, patrons, governors or subscribers. The funds 
are derived from the contributions Of these 4 classes. The 
payment of $200 constitutes a patron, of ^100, a governor. 
Each associate pays an initiation fee of ^5, per annum. There 
are two classes of subscribers, the one paying annually the 
sum of $20, ai>d the other $10. A subscriber, who pays §20, 
is entitled to tickets of admission lo the lectures, library and 
reading room for himself and family ; he who pays $10, is 
only entitled lo a ticket for himself. The number of patrons, 
governors and associates is confined lo $100, of each. The 
officers are a president, 4 vice presidents, a corresponding sec- 
retary, a recording secretary, a treasurer and a curator. 
. The annual meeting is held on the 2d. Wednesday in ilay. 
^^Tfie standing coni;nittee \ia\e stT ic^\Ui mcctint^ ia eva|^K 
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y6ar, viz, on the first Tuesday in February, April, June, Au- 
gust, October and Decenft>er ; and have power to call special 
meetings of the members generally, of the associates and of 
the patrons, and to fill vacancies of their own number. They 
provide apartments for the library, reading rooms and lecture 
room, and may apportion any part of the annual receipts to the 
purchase of books and apparatus. The associates meet on 
the second Thursday in January, April, July and October, and 
have power to appoint lecturers and the subjects to be lectured 
on, and to recommend books and apparatus to be procured. 

The patrons and governors, are each entitled to three 
transferable tickets of admittance to the lectures, library, and 
reading rooms, and other tickets for the members of their fa- 
milies. The patrons constitute a board, and meet from time 
to time, to consult in regard to the permanent fund, no part of 
which can be appropriated without their consent. The libra- 
rian is nominated by the curator, and appointed by the stand- 
ing committee, to hold his ofGice during their pleasure. 

The general superintendance of the property is intrusted to 
the Curator, and it is, likewise, his duty to examine the rooms 
weekly, and enforce the regulations and report at the annu- 
al meeting. The lectures commence every year, on the first 
Monday in November, and may continue untU the first day of 
May. 

Scheme of Lectures foe the war 1826. 

Subjects. ' Lectures. 

Roman Literature. Profisssor Anthon. 

Phrenolggy. Dr. Kmg. ', 

Taste and Beauty. Professor M' Vickar. 
Th e Revival of Classical Literature. Mr. Richard Ray. 

Chemistry. Prof. Renwick. 

Commerce. Mr. John Hone jun. 

Painting, Mr. Morse. 

Political Economy. Mr. W. Beach Lawrence. 

Poetry. M. W. C. Bryant. 

Orrental Literature. Rev." Mr. J. F. Schroeder. 

Anniversary Discourse. Rev. Dr. J. M. Mathews. 
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THK CITT aOBTlTAL. 

CHAPTER VII. 
MEDICAL INSTITUTIONS. 

Thb Citt Hospital. 

In the year 1770, a petition was presented by Pktkb Mio- 
ULETON, John Joneb and Sahuex Baiu), three eminent phy- 
sicians to Lieut. Governor Colden, for a chai ler for a hospital, 
which was granted I3lh. June 1771) by Lord Dunmere, then 
Governor of the Province. 

The origin. of this institution, may be justly attributed to ihe 
iate Dr. Samuel Bard, which at the first medical graduation, 
in this city, 3d. November, 17(>9< delivered an address, in 
which he so warmly and pathetically set forth the necessity and 
utility of a public infirmary ; that upon the same day, on which 
it was delivered, a subscriptioa was commenced by his Excellen- 
cy Sir llcNitY MoOKG, then Governor, and the sum of ifSOO, 
Sterling, ($3,552,) collected for that establishment, and the 
corporation nf the city soon sfler added jf3,OU0, Slerling,(13, 
320,) to the first subscription. Through the influence of Dr. 
John Fotheroill, and Sir Williau DtJNCAN, comribuiions 
were, likewise made by many of the inhabilanls of London, 
and other parts of Great Britain. 

By their charter, the governors, to whom the manage- 
ment of the affairs of the institution was intrusted, werelimi- 
ted to twenty-six, and in 1772, the legislature granted an annu- 
al allowance of of $2,000, in aid of the funds for twenty years. 

The governors, having purchased five acres of ground foi 
the election of a suitable edifice, the foundation of that valua- 
ble establishment now the pride of our city, and alike devoted 
to the purposes of humanity, and the promotion of medical 
science, was laid on 27th. July 1773 ; but on the aSlb. Febru- 
ary 1773, when almost completed, it was nearly consumed by 
fire. By this misfortune, the institution sustained a loss ol 
$!7|500, and the execution of the benevolent plan would have 
been suspended, had not the legislature in March 177^, grant- 
ed $10,000, towards repairing the loss, which had been sus- 
tained. But the Revolutionary war, which commenced, in the 
same year, prevented the progress of the work ) and the an- 
nuity granted by the Provincial legislature in 1772, ceased on 
the commencement of hostilities. On Ist. March irS8,our 
State Legislature directed $2,000, per annum, for four years, 
to be paid to the Hospital ; but the dreadful effects of the war, 
^^id the general derangemenl o? aRa.K9,^ie\eL.'w4**'Q\i\\.««^™ 
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trom being placed in a proper condition to receive patients till 
3d. January 1791, when 13 were admited, since which time, 
it has been a regular Bsylum for the sick and disabled 

In April 1/92, the legislature granted for the belter support 
uf the Hospital ;jt5,000, per annum, lor five years, payable out 
of the City tlxcise, and since tliai time the institution has de- 
servedly enjoyed the patronage of the stale. In 1705, the act 
of April 1792, was repealed as to future payments, and 
$IO,000,grantedannuallyrDr five years, payable out of the sales 
at auction in hiscily. An addition of $2,530, per annum 
for four years, was granted 11th April I796i payable out of 
the same fund, making $12,500, [ter annum, and this grant 
was continued from time to lime, till on the representation of 
the gnvernors. Slating the necessity of providing for the recep- 
tion of lunatics, an act was passed I4th. iVIarch ISO6, directing 
the sura of $12,500, to bt: paid annually out of the sales at 
auction, in quarterly payments, till the year 1857. 

The governors 'n August 1796) appropriated the sura of 
$MQ, towards the purchase of a Medical Library, to which, 
several members of the faculty, lontributed books from their 
private libraries. An Hospital library was thus established, 
which was funher augmented by the library of ihe late Dr. 
Romayne in iSOOj and by the accession in 1805, of the libra- 
ry of a private association of physicians, who gave their books 
on condition, that they and such of iheir sons as should become 
practitioners of medicine in this city, should have the free use of 
the hospital library. In the same year, the governors appro- 
priated the annual sum of $250, for the increase of the library, 
nnd large additions have from time to time, been made to it, 
including the whole of Dr. Hosack's botanical library. The 
Hospital library now contains about C,000 volumes, amongst 
which are some of the rarest and most valuable works in medi- 
cal science. 

The ground, on which the hospital stands is an area of about 
455 feet in length, by 440 in brendib, bounded in front by 
Broadway, in the rear by Church-street, on the North by An- 
thony-street, and on the South by Duane-street. Part of this 
area fronting Broadway, is, at present, owned and occupied by 
individuals, leaving an avenue of about 90 feci, leading from 
Broadway, which is planted with a double row of lofty tree*. 
The site of the hospital is elevated, being considerably above 
ihe level of Church-street, and about 6OO yards from the 
Hudson River. It is one of the most open and airy situations 
in the city, and possesses great advantages for the en^o^ment,. 
I of frmh and saliibriouabcee^es, ^M 
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The principal building denominaled " The Hoipitat" is otM 
gny stuoe and in the simple Doiic stye. It extends 136 feet 
in front, is jbout 52 feet in htriglit, 50 feet deep in the centre, 
and Sfi feet deep in the wings, which project on each side. It 
consisti' of three stories above the basemenl, a thitd story ha». 
ing been added in 180S, when it became necessary to put en a 
new roof. This building is laid out with great judgment, for 
the accommodation of all cuncemed. It cimtains 16 '^ards, 
for the aick,each 36 feei lon^', by 24 bioad, in wfiicb upwards 
of 300 patientn can be easily accommodated. There are 23 
Other rooms of different dimensions, besides the lying-in ward 
and the TheaIre,for surgical operations. The forin* r of these 
u in the second story on the Westerly side, and the latter, 
which is filled up so as to accommodate 200 persons is in the 
tliirit story, towards the North West 

The edifice is decorated with a bandsome cupola, which af- 
fords a most extensive and picturesque view of the city, har- 
bour, and adjoining country. There is an excellent kitchen, 
garden, and the grounds are laid out in walks planted wilb 
fruit and ornamental trees for the benefit of convalescent pa- 
tients. 

The twj-nty-sii governors are annually elected by ballot, 
on the 3(1. Tuesday in May, and at their neit meeting,afler eve- 
ry annual election, they choose by ballot, a presideitl, vice 
president, secretary, and treasurer Their monthly meetings 
are held, at the hospital, on the first Tuesday of every month, 
and at their monthly meeting in June, they annually appoint 
a superintendent, matron, apothecary, clerk, and librarian. 
They also appoint 4 physicians, and 4 surgeons, for the hospi- 
tal, a physician foi the lunatic asylum, a consulting physician, 
and consulting surgeon, all of whom are seteeled from the most 
eminent of the profesuon- One physician b required to visit 
every medical patient, afflicted with wiy acute disease, at 
leastonce a day and oftener if necessary, and every medical pa- 
tient without distinction, must be visited, at least, three limes 
a week. One surgeon must visit the Hospital, 8l least three 
times a week, and every surgical patient, at least once s week. 
The physicians and surgeons perform I heir services graft's ; but 
the incidental advantages of such an appointment, in regard to 
(heir profession, afford them some remuneration. The governors, 
likewise, appoint a house physician and a house surgeon, with 
2 assistants to each. 

Any gentleman, elected by the governors, becomes a mem- 
ber o/" ffceinsfiluiion on paying the sum of $40. Any siii- 
'/CT/o/'nicd/cine. paying $10,\seWWe4VQwev\\t\i««sv-<s» ■ 
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the house for one year, and to the use of the library for the 
same period for $2,50. Three students of each of the physi- 
cians and surgeons of the hospital, are entitled to these - privi- 
leges gratia. Two of the physicians and two of the surgeons 
of the hospital to be named by the governors, may give clini- 
cal lectures in the hospital. 

A visiting committee consisting of S governors, attend the 
hospital on every Tuesday and Friday Morning at I i o'clock, 
for the purpose of admitting patients ; but when persons meet 
with severe accidents, they may be sent to the hospital at any 
time. %. 

No.AH Wetmore, Esq. the present superintendent, has held 
that office with great credit to himself, and benefit to the insti- 
tution, for the last 18 years. William Hammerselt, M. D. 
and David Hosack, M. D. F.R. S., consulting physicians; 
Wright Post, M. D., consulting surgeon ; Drs. John Watts, 
Junr. Thomas Cock, Samuel W. Moorej and Stepheh. 
Brown, attending physicians ; Drs. Val^^ntine Mott, Al- 
exander Stevens, John C. Chbeseman, and I. Kearney 
Rogers, attending surgeons. ' 

Number of patients ren^ining in the NeuhYork Hospital^ 
3l8t, Dec, l%2Ay and of those admitted and disckargedy dur^ 
ing the year 1825. 

Uemaining Dec. dlst. 1825. -. ^ 142 

Admitted during the year 1825.-*— S 1727 



1369 
Of whom there were discharged in the same year. 
Cured. . - - - - - 1296 \ 

Relieved. - - • - . - '- 122- f 
At their own request, or that of their friends. Gf) i 1704 
As improper subjects. - . - 29 3 

Disorderly and eloped. - - 13 > 

Died. - • - - - 184 J 

Rt?raa"uiing 31st. Dec. 1825. lg5 

1869 



The Lunatic Asylum^ on the act of 14th March, 1806, being ' 
passed, granting, as has t»een already observed, the annual sum 
of j^l2,500, till the year 1857) the governcfrs immediately pro- 
ceeded to lay the foundation ofthe edifice, denominated the '* Lu- 
natic Asylum," which was completed, so as to be open for the re- 
ception of patients, 15th July 1 80iB, when sixty-seven were forth- 
with admitted. It^Jike the hospVtBV) \a v\&o ^l ^vj ^xss^^^vis^ 
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is situateil on (he Soutlierly side of tbe ground, at a short diS' 
tance from the principal building, and corresponding with it, 
in its exterior appearance and style of architecture. This 
buildine is 90 feet in length, by 40 Teet deep in the centre, and 
6^ feet ai the wings, which project 12 1-2 feet at each side. As 
it is nonr no longer occupied by those, for whose benefit it was 
originally erected, it would be superfluous to mention the num- 
ber uf cells which it contained, or the manoer in which it was 
laid out. The lunatics were removed to the new asylum 
at Bloomingdale, in the month of July, 1 621, and workmen arc 
now engaged in preparing the said building, for the reception 
of sick seamen, of whom there are always a great number at 
this establishment. This arrangment will please tbe sea-far- 
ing patients,* who will there be placed entirely by themselves, 
in a very pleasant situation, where Ihey have a large yaxd, in 
which they can take the air, and amuse themselves in their ovrn 
way. It will, likewise, add considerably to the comfort of 
the other patients, who continue in the main hospital. ^^ 

Thb Bi.ooiimcDAi.1 iVsTLUM. ^^M 

In consequence of n communication made to the Govcmo^^ 
in April ISl^jbyTaoMisEoDV Esq. a gentleman well known 
by his active exertions in the cause ofhumanity, stating the ad- 
vantages, which might result from the introduction of a course 
of moral treatment, for the lunatic patients, more extensive 
than that which had hitheito b«en practised in this country, and 
similar to that pursued at " The lietreat," near York, in 
England; and proposing that a number of acres of ground 
near the city, should be purchased and suitable buildings 
erected for the purpose; a commitiee was appointed by the 
governors to take the proposed plan into consideration, 
and to report their opinion thereon This committee, 
having approved of the plan and recommended its adop- 
tion, die governors res«lved to carry it into effect, if they 
could obtain the aid of the legislature. Application having 
been made for that purpose, an act was passed, l^th April 
IBlO, granting to the hospital, the additional sum of ^10,000, 
until (he year 1857, to enable the governors to erect further, and 
more extensive accommodations, for insane patients. Aftei' 

■ By n law of Ih« Cnited Smtei, every seaioea in the American ler- 

■icc, pity) 2U centa per monlh, (deducted from bis wagM,) for his fiip' 

l>Brt, if sick or disabled. This sum. however, ii IniufficieDt Tor the 

'Upporl uf all, who apply for hospital relief; butiuch i> Ihelibemliiy of 

I .t^goraraan, thai mea "( 'hi* description, ■ujlvo tt^ y'b^« ^^C'^fl 

MJV nerer refused. jjH 
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(Exploring various pieces of ground on different parts of (he 
island, they, at lasl, 6xed upon a spot fronting on the Blooming- 
dale road, near the 7 milestone, which was found to be re- 
markably dry and pleasant, and from its elevated situation, af- 
fording an extensive and delightful view of the river, and the 
adjacent country. The ground purchased, is sufficiently 
large, as it contains 77 1-2 acres. On this spot the cor- 
nerofihe intended building was laid, 7ih May, 18l8. The 
plan of the edilice, which was ultimately agreed upon, was 
drawn at the request of the governors, by Thomas C. Tavloh, 
Esq. a gentleman of their own number, to whom they were 
likewise greatly indebted, for the uncommon zeal, which he 
manifested in superintending the work, and in his unremitted 
and unwearied attention to the building, &c. 

The plan comprehends a centre building, which is 211 feet 
in length, by tO in deplh, with two wings, each placed at the 
distance of^O feet from the principal, and connected with it, by 
a colonade. Llach wing is to be 194 feel in length, by 50 feet 
in depth, The centre building is all, which is finished, at pre- 
sent, but this is amply sufficient to accommodate 200 patients. 
It is three stories high and built of Newark stooe. 

This asylum is nnder the immediate chai^ of a committee 
of sin, who are annually appointed by the governors, at their 
monthly meeting in June. They have the entire direction of 
all the concerns of the said establishment, subject to the rules 
and regulations of the board of governors. None but pay pa- 
tients are received here, unless otherwise determined by the 
board. The pauper patients maintained by the city, are now 
kept at Bellevue Hospital. In the Belleviie Asylum, apart- 
ments are adapted for persons of every condition, the rich and 
the poor, equally subject to this worst of human miseries, who 
may be here accommodated according to their various circum- 
stances in life. Any patient may, at the expense of his friends, 
be attended by his own physician, subject, however, to such 
regulations as may be adopted by the asylum committee. 
Since the commencement of this institution, John NetLsON 
M. D. has been physician, and has charge of all the patients, 
not attended by their own physicians, In the discharge of the 
arduous duties of his office, he has been indefatigable, not 
has any exertion been wanted on his part, to promote the be- 
nevolent views of the governors. 

No visitor is admitted into the asylum, nor on the premises, 
without permission from a governor ; nor at any other time, 
than at such hours as are appointed, focthat\iurijttW^bl'4s^ 

'Iiim committee. 



?69 THE BLOOUIKODALB ASVLUU. 

Tiie dellglitrul situation of this establishment and tlie exU 
Vive groundsattached toil, affords ample opportunity, to putMiit' * 
u course of moral treatment, wblcb agreeably lo ihe following 
extract, from the annual report of the conimittee to the gove- 
nors for the year 1S25, is produciivcofthe most beneficial con- 
sequences. " The superin ten dent and matron," (Mr. Labas 
OAaoiNER, and wife,} have man. iged the affairs within Iheii 
department, in the most prudent and economical mannei. 
Tlie scrupulous attpntion paid to cleanliness, and which per- 
vades every part of the esiablishraenl, is creditable to the in- 
stitution, and contributes greatly to tile conifort of the patients. 

" The success, that has atit- nded the moral and medical 
treatment combined, which is now pursued in the asylum, of- 
fers the strongest encouragement lo the governors, to persevere 
in iheir efforts for the relief of the unhappy objects of their 
care, and demands an expression of gratitude to Him. whose 
mercies are over all his otlier works, and who lias blessed the 
means, which have been employed." 

Experiencehasshewn, that Ihe kind and benevolent treat- 
ment practised in the asylum, is not at all inconsistent with the 
exercise of an entire auihoriiy over the paiienis, which is al- 
ways indispensable ; nor does the latter, lessen the gratitude 
they frequently express, for the solicitude feit for their welfare, 
which they perceive in the conduct of all, who have charge of 
them. And in general, they readily submit to ihe restraints 
occasionally requisite, but which, ifthey were at home,amongit 
their families and friends, they would resist as tyrannical. 

In fine weather, they are permitted to walk in the gardens 
and grounds, and to ride some miles round the neighbonrhood, 
in a convenient carriage kept for the purpose. News-papers 
and books, are furnished to such as are in a condition to use 
them; and others are encouraged to amuse themselves, witli 
nine-pins, aud other innocent recreations." 

Nmnber ofpatientu remaining in the Btoomingdale Asylum 
3 lit. Dec. 1 824, and of those, admitted and dincharged dur- 
ing the t/ear 1825. 

Males. Females. Total. 
Remaining 3Ist. December 1824. S8 56 114 

Admitted during Ihe year 1SZ5. 102 M 156 

i6o J 10 270 

Of whom there were discharged in the same year. 
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Much improved, at request of friends, 9 10 19 

Improved - do. do. 10 - 13 23 

AtrequM . - - - - 25 - 38 63 

Died - - - ^ - 1 - 2 3 



Total discharged and died. - 102 - 77 170 
Remaining in the Asylum, Jan. 1st. 

1826. - 58-33 91 

160 110 270 

The City Dispensary 

Is situated in the rear of the City Hali, fronting on Tryop 
Row. It is a small building and was formerly occupied by the 
Health Office. It was instituted in the year 1790, and was 
incorporated on the 8th. April 1795, under the name of ^^ The 
Trustees of the New-York Dispensary," for the purpose of 
relieving such sick, poor persons as are unable to procure me-« 
dical aid at their own dwellings, and are so circumstanced, as 
not to be proper objects for the Alms House or Hospital. Its 
affairs are managed by 'a President and twelve trustees, who 
annually elect ten attending and six consulting physicians. 
The patients, whose diseases confine them to their homes, are 
visited upon application at the office, by the physician having 
charge of the particular district, in which. they reside. Those 
who are out door patients are divided into ^ve classes from 
the nature of their complaints, viz. Surgical diseases composing 
one class ; diseases of the head and chest a 2d ; those of the 
abdomen and complaints of females a 3d; of the Eye and Ear 
a 4th ; of the skin and Syphiletic complaints a 5th. Each class 
is attended daily, at the Dispensary, at separate hours by two 
physicians, and may be considered as distinct infirmaries sup- 
ported by the institution. A report on the prevailing disea- 
ses, is published quarterly by the Physicians. 

The funds are derived from an annual appropriation from 
the. Honourable-, the Common Council, and the cotitribution of 
five dollars, annually from the subscribers, who with the Rev. 
the clergy of this city, have the privilege of recommending 
any number of patients to the attention of the establishment. 
The expenses for drugs, and the salary of the Apothecary and 
his assistant, amounts to about j^,000, per annum. The 
number of patients in 1800, amounted to 450. Lastyear^ 
they were nearly 8,000. 

LFntil within a few years, the Dispensary was heavily hx 
debt; but strict economy and the'vo\uu\».T'^ %\viteTv^<^\^\^Q>\s!kV^^': 
fiatho by the physicians^, whose «tw^^ ^x^ t«tAe^^^ ^^^\- 
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lously, the embarrawmenU have been greatly relieved, and ibe 
Trustees contemplate the erection of Bccoramoiialions, suitable 
to the increased wants of the inslitulinn, as soon as an elegible 
situation can be procured. 

The officers Tnrthe present year, are Juhn Watts, President, 
John Agnew, Henry Barclay, John Coddington, James F. 
Depeyater, R. Graves, Edward W, Laight, John M, S. M'- 
Knight, Lindley Murray, Horatio G. Stevens, George J, Trim- 
ble, Lewis Wilcox, John Walts Junior. Trustees, 

Drs- J. W. Weed, Washington Murray, Benjamin Ogden, 
M. W'JIei, J. J. Graves, C. Wright, P. Forrister, D. L. M. 
Peixolto, S. P. V. R. Ten Broeck, and J. W. Duvall attending 
physicians. 

Drs. John Watts, Gilbert Smith, J.C. Siearns, Wright Post, 
A. H. Stevens. J. C. Clieesemaa, consulting physicians. 

Kine Pock Institution. — In theyear 1 802, an association was 
fiirraed for the purpose o( suhsiiiuting the cow pock instead of 
the gmall pox. It i* now under the direction of the Trustees of 
the City Dispensary, by the physicians of which the duties are 
performed, and all applicants are grotuilouily vaccinated. It, 
therefore, ought to be Jeepty impressed on the minds of every 
one, that poverty, is no barrier to getting this operation per- 
fbritiRd, as ihe physicians are ready, at all times, to do il for 
every one who may be brought to the dispensary, or in case ol' 
its being inconvenient for the parents to bring them there, they 
are cheerfully waited upon at iheir own houses. The number 
vaccinated, last year, was about 6,000. In the year 1 824, the 
number of deaths, by small pox was 394, in the year 1825, 
only 40. If the benefit arisiog from vaccination was duty ap- 
preciated, in a very few years, we should have nothing to fear. 
fl'ooi this loathsome and truly daneetous disease. 

The Co--poralion annually appropriate the sum of ^000, 
to this object, which is paid to the physicians of the City Dis- 
pensary, and in 1824, they made a special appropriation fet* 
the difTusion of this invaluable blessing. 

In respect to the Dispenanry and Kine Pock Institution, 

»itie Corporation hove been liberal. It ivould be V*11»J^ 
(Mir fcllou' citizens would follow their example. ^^| 

Toe Medical Socirtv. ^^H 

OniJie4lli April 1805, an act was passed, to ineorptiiratr 
medical aocidiea, for the purpose of regulating the practice of 
K wUysic and surgery in this since. An act, under the same title, 
L|«ert with sfttidrv amoidmetH'i 1n v\\p,5««-'Ma5 ■^■a^wi ^'l^l 
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April 1813. By this statute, it is declared lawful f« these 
pbysicisna and surgeons, (not less than five,) who were then 
autborizecl by law to practice in their several proteSBioos, to 
meet together on tlie first Monday in July, or at such other 
time, as they may think proper, and to elect a president, vice- 
pretideni, secretary and treasurer, who shall hold their offices 
e year, anil whenever the said society shall be organized 
ave deposited in the office of the clerk of their regpec- 
ounties, a copy of their proceedings had at their first meet- 
_j they are declared to be bodies politic, by the name of 
c Medical Society of the County, where such societies shall 
[Jbe repectively formed. In this manner, the medical societies 
\ Jn each of the 56 counties of tlie state, have been orpiniMd, 
d should any additional counties be erected, the physicians 
t observe the same easy process in the formadon of the 
ical association, in these coundes respecdvely. 
Each of these societies may hold estate real and personal, 
■01 exceeding $1,000, in value. They may, at their annual 
ibeeting, appoint not less than 4 nor more than 5 censors, to 
l.iUmtinue in office for one year, and it is one of their duties, lo- 
Bether with the President, to examine any student, who shall 
nresent himself for thtt purpose ; and if they are satisfied, that 
tth candidate has studied physic and surgery, for the term, 
id in the manner prescribed by law, and that he has given 
fficient proof of his proficiency in the healing art, a diplo- 
1 shall be delivered to him, under the hand of the President, 
and seal of the society, which diploma, empowers him to 
I practise physic or surgery, or both as may be set forth in the 
nid diploma, in any part of this slate. If any person shall 
practice physic or surgery without being regularly licensed, he 
is debarred from collecting any debt or debts, incurred by such 
practice in any court of this state, and is also liable to a penal- 
ty of $25, for every such offence; but if the person so prac- 
tising shall receive no compenHation for his services, he is ex- 
empt from the penalty. The Medical State Society, and each 
of the county societies, may malie laws relative to their aflair.^! 
and property, the admission and expulsion of members, and 
other matters connected with i!ieir government. Each county 
society is authorized to collect from each of its members, the 
stira of four dollars per annum, for the purpose of procuring a 
Medical Library and apparatus, and for ibe encouragement of 
useful discoveries in chemistry, botany, and such other im- 
provements, as the majority oF the society shall think propei'. 
The Medical Stale Society, is composed of one dele^te fcom. 
icji of ijie county societies, and one Woro. ea^V qS '^\&'^N>&^ 
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cal Colleges in the state, elected by ballot, at tlicir aaniial 
meeliDgs, who shall convene at the lime and place* appointed 
by (he said society for thai purpose, and being met, not less 
than fifteen in number, may elect their officers for one year, 
and proceed in the despatch of business. They may hold es- 
tate real and personal lo the amouDt of jts,000, grant diplo- 
mas, and elect not more than 12, nor less than six censors, any 
three of whom shall be a quorum for the ex ami nation of stu- 
dents; and if any student nlin shall have presented himself 
for examination before any of ihe county Medical associations, 
shall think himself aggrieved by the decision of such society, it 
shall be lawful for such student to present himself for examina- 
tion to the State Medical Society ; and if, in the opinion of 
that society, the student so applying, is well qualified for the 
practice of phj sic and surgery, or both ae the casH may be. the 
president shall, undet his hand and the Eealofthceociet), give 
to the said applicant :i diploma, agreeably to such decision. 

Accordiu<> to the by-laws of the medical society of the 
county of IfeiT-York, their anniversary meeting is held on 
the. Isl. Monday in Jnly, in every year^ and (he monthly 
meetings on the second Monday of every month, except July. 
£3ch member on admission pays $10, initiation fee, and the 
jearly coaiributioa, ia eiich as the society ehall at llieir annual 
meeting, agree upon as being sufBcienl for the esigencies of 
the year. Every candidate for a license, on preseuting him- 
self for examiualion, must pay $10, to the funds of the eo- 
cJety, and §5 more on receiving a diploma. 

Eleven lecturers shall be elected by ballot, at each anniver- 
sary meeting. Each lecturer sliall read, accordiojE to the alpha- 
betical arrangenient of his name, at each meeting of ihe society, 
except the anniversary, a dissertation on some subject connec- 
ted with medicine or snidery , or some important case in prac- 
tice, and shall furnish the corresponding secretary with a 
copy of his dissertation, preriouB to the next stated meeting 
aher it bread. 

The number of members in Ihis society is IsS, and of Eion- 
orary members, 14, 

The followins; gentlemen are officers for the present year—- 

IIr. John Ondkbdokk, President- 
Thomas Cock, Vice President.. 
Jkbkmiah Tan Rsnslakb, Correeptmding Secreta\ 
I KicoLL H. Dr-niwc, Secretary. 

L John S. Con OEH, Trcaearer. 
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BELLEVl-E HOSPITAL. 




■Dbs. Iaueb M. Pendleton, J. Ksarnkv Rodgebs, JobA | 
TBeck, John C. Cukeseuak, Eldkidce G. Dunneli^ 

Db. James K. Maslky, Delegate to the Medical Slafc 
Society. 
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Bellevue Hospital. 



For this humane establishmeot, ire are chiefly indebted lo 

eezertioDSor Dr. David Hoaack. lu llie ycai' I820,lh&t 
gentlemaQ k as reaident iihjsiclau in our Health department. 
On llie 2Tth. July, an extra meeting of ihe board ol' healtli 
■was called, at liis reqiiesl, when he stated, that he had becu 
called upon in ihe coui-se of liia ot&cial duties, to visit sundry 
persons, who bad been reported as sick lo the Health Com- 
missiooera ; that he had Ibiiud several poor persons sick with 
typhus fever, who were ci-owded in small and conliaed dnell- 
iags, whose situation so far Troni affbrdine hope of relief from 
medicine, ifould become nurseries of infectious and coniasioua 
disease : and that under these circumstances, humanity lo ihe 
poor as well as a regard lo the health of ihe city, in general, 
imperioutly required, that some provieioa should be made for 
Ihe removal of the indig;enL eick from Uieir owa confined 
and unhealthy dwellings lo some airy and veoiilated place. 

On 3d. Augusl following, the subject again came under dis- 
cussion, when a committee, of whom Br. Hosack was one, 
vas appointed to take into consideration the expediency of such 
an establishmf^nl, and to ascerlaio the most proper site on 
which it should be erected. A spot of ground connected with 
the public property at Bellevuc, was found to possess every ad- 
vantage, tJiat can be desired as it regards air, water, and othet' 
means of accommodation. By several members of that com- 
mittee, such an institution was deemed of great utility, and 
ihey concurred in opinion, that the plan proposed ought to be 
carried into effect without delay ; while by others il was 
thouehl to involve au expense, which was then altogether in- 
expedient. The measure was, therefore, at that lime, thrown 
aside. 

The Doctor, though thwarted in his benevolent dedgn, was 
not discouraged. He was aware of its great importance not 
only li> the sick poor; but lo the community at large and per- 
severed with vigour. OnlheSth.Nov. 1820, be delivered aD 
introductory lecture lo ihe students of the Medical College, 



SELLKVDE HOSPITAL. 

the medical [loljce of llie City of Ncw-Yoik." On ibis oc- 
CBsioD, man}- respectable cili^^Ds as well sb memben of the 
Boaril of Health aoH Common Comcjcil. lifccvise attended, 
anA this Jaat body »)oo after requesled a copy of the diBcoUTse 
for publicBliou, 'ihicti iras accordingly rurnished". In this ad- 
dress, he urgSB with great eniueslnegs, the adoption of several 
meaames eniiiientlj' calculated lo preserve ihr licallh of the 
cily Hgainsi maligQaat diseases : but I shall only abridge a few 
«f JiiB reninrks respecting the necessity of tbc Fever eslablisb- 
meat at Bellevuc. Among the most elHcient means af arrest- 
ing the progress of contagions fevers, the establish m cut of se- 
psraie housesexcluHively deiticaied to the reception of persons 
labounng under fever of a malignant, 07 contagions chtiracler, 
js recD mm ended as one of the most important. To the cele- 
hraled Dr. Hyngarlh, formerly of Chester, England, the world 
J9 indebted for the first suggestion and establishment of inslitu- 
tionsnf this nature. His viewsou this subject, were first com- 
municated to the Royal Society in 1777 - but Ihey were not car- 
ried into effect till 17S3, vheu the first fever wards were estab- 
lished at Chester. The good efiecls of the inslitulion surpass- 
ed the most sanguine expectalious, and wei-e speedily followed 
by the iustitutiou of similsr establishments in Liverpool, Man- 
chester, London^ Leeds, ^New-Caslle, Dublin, Cork, and ia- 
deed in most of the principal places In Great Britain and Ire- 
land- The advantages derived fiom such eslabliEliEDenls in 
Europe, have received the unanimous approbation of all who 
have made them the subject of attention ; nud » hen they shall 
have bcPD introduced into lliis country and tiieir uliliiy tested 
by experience, we shall then know bow to appropriate their 
rclue. 

Wheneverfever of a contagious nature, is likely to spread 
through B CTovded population, by l)ie removal of the inilividu- 
al first afTectcd from llie confined and filthly dwellings, in 
which he may be lodged lo a clean ^ud well ventilated apart- 
ment, ilia chance of recovery is greatly increased by the change 
of the atmospheie alone, independently of lite comforts of 
good uureing, and the benefilsof the best medical aid. Tbc 
removal of such a pci-sun is, likewise, of great importance, not 
only to the family, from which he is taken, but (o the neigbbour- 
liood. Indeed, it is calculated in Europe, that for every per- 
son tliaa retaovcd, llie infection of twenty others is pre^eoteil. 

' This excellent sddreia may be teen page 11, Sd- vol. of Itoiack'i 
Ettars, nn rBftoua lubjccu of medical scJEiice, il. tot. B yo. printed try 
J. .Sfivmour. 1834. 
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TiiC Fever, or as it is dovc called Ihc Beli^\'ve Hospital, 
was not, however agreed upon till the year 1823. Stephen 
Alleo. Esq. wbo. When Aldermac in 1S20, was opposed ts (be 
measure, viewed the subject in a (tifTerem liglii, when Mayor 
inlS23, anil earnestly recommcDded lo the board the eipe- 
dcncj of such an establish me nt,* and in this several of those 
who had been formerly opposed to the measure readily acqui- 
esced. Application was made lothe legislaiure, for aid towards 
its accoatplishnjent, and 1^25,000, was granted for thai purpose. 
The baildtiig was coiumenccd soon after, and finished in the 
beeinoing of ihe present year (1 826.) A more delightful spot for 
Bucb an esTablithmei^t could not have beeu found on the tfiland. 
It stands on (he shore of the East Rtver, about two and a half 
miles lo the North East-ward of Ihe City Hall, and aDout | 
of a mile to the Wesl-irard of the Alms-House at Beltevue. 
It is built of blue stone, of which there is an abundant quarrj-j 
(he pro[>eT(y of ibe corpotation on the premiss. It is 180 
feet long bi 50 feet wide, except the centre building, uhicfa is 
in width 59 feet. It is i eiories high, of u hicb the 2 lowest 
are fined up for the recepliou of the insane poor, and contain 
24 rooms amJ 32 cells. The 3d. stori has G ljr(^ rooms, and 
J apartmen's for the keepers, &c. and [he upper slorj has 2 
large wards 50 by 65 each, for (he reception of fever patitJitSf 
and 4 lodging rooms. On (he Ist of June, I82fl, there were 
in this Jiospital, 107 imane poor. 
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The regul^.tinns in operation for the security of the pul 
health in our city, are founded on an act entitled " A n act to 
provide against infectious diseases," passed March 26th, 1813. 
andcertBino(heracIS3upplementarylhcretD;and may be divided 
inlo two classes, eiternaf and internal. Of iliese, the rormer 
are iotendi'd to guard against Ihe recurrence of pestilential dis- 
cuses frotn abroad, and the lattcrtogaard.igainst their origina- 
ting from any domestic causes. 

'This observation a,by co means, inlEndcd as areSeclion agaiou 
Vr. &IleD, whom I eiteemaiacitiEen DfiaapiiblE iuiegrily aadincBpa- 
blc of TOting oo any qucslioo, in a manner different from the dicUtei of 
hia conscience. Bat the Yellow Fever, wilh which we were riiited in 
IB32. and during which no man cnold hate jierfonned liit duty at chief 
KUtgislralc wilh more diligence and fidelity (ban he did, mnyhaTe ei- 
liibiled lo hill mind the neceisilj of such an institation ■■ that wfaicb 
l)ad been recommended by Dr. Hoiacb, and who, lo such a ctUe. eu> 
I U«me liim for changing hfs opinion. ^_ 
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distinct bodies. l3l. 
d thelte^i- 
4eni physician, wlio are annually appointed by the goretnoi' 
Mnd Senate, and to all of tvhom the name of Health CommiS' 
tionera is given indiscriminately. The Hospitalon Staien Isl- 
Bnd, denuniinated " T/ie Marine Hospital,'' in which all tb& 
sick are lodged, who arrive from sea under such circumstances, 
as to render it in)proper for thein lo proceed lo ihe city, without 
some detention, is held in trust for the stace by these commission- 
ers; Hnd all vessels subjec I to quarantine,* must anchor within 
the buoys, which is declared the anchoring place for vessels at 
<)uarBniine between the 15th, April and 1st. November, uod 
the remainder of the year off ihe battery. Of this Hospital, 
l^e Health Officer is physician, and the three commissioners 
^t*e the superintendence thereof, provide necessaries and 
iaake rules for its gaverntnent. It is the duty of the resident 
ifliysician and the other lommissi oners to visit all sick persons 
^ported, and lo meet dally (Sundays excepted,) at the May- 
pi^s otfice. from the 1st. day of June, to the isi, of October, 
fa every year, for the transaction of business. 

2d. The Board of Health, who are appointed annually by 
the Common Council, may copisisl of as many persuns,as 
(hiy think proper. They have for a number of years, been 
composed of the Mayor, Recorder and Aldermen. To this 
Board belongs the enforcement of all the laws of the state and 
corporation, which relate to the public health and the enacting 
of laws and ordinances, respecting the removal of nuisances, 
and the preservation of cleanliness. 

The following is a brie f summary of the exfc^rital regulations, 
Vessels arriving, at any time of the year from Asia, Africa, the 
Mediterranean, America, South of Georgia, the West Indies, 
Bermuda or the Western Islands ; all vessels with foity or more 
passengerSjOr onboard of which any person h.^sbeen sick or died 
-whiteaiaforeigoport or on the pa^sage,must proceed to quaran* 
tine for examination. Vessels arriving between 31st. May and 
I(t. October from the West Indies, America, South of St. 
Wary's, in Georgia, and North of the Equator, or from tli'' 

* The Station asiigned for ibc quHranline gioiind is aboul niae mile'ii 
beln* the city, and wilbin hatfa mile of Ihe North- CaUWHrdlj eitreml- 
iy of Slatea Iiland. The ghore i^radually iwells into Ibe adjuninp 
hilli, and on the ilopo Itiiu formed in (he Marine Hosp tal. K man 
ciceilenl anil salubrious us,vlum can, no tchero, be found in Ihe United 
,and lliDueU IhabulldiiigiHro now sufflcientif CB|)ecioi 
ilalc tlu-MerlMtbuiuliftdufik] iu thab«ala 
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ports ia Arrica,or its Islands, are to be quarantined for two days. 
at least; and when permiiied fay the Health officer to proceed, 
must not approach within 300 yards of the city, nor ia [heir car- 
go to be brought imo the city till inspected. If the whole or 
any pan of it be deemetl infectious, the May<>r and Health 
Commissioners ma)- order it to be landed out of the city, to be 
ventilated for twenty days. Vesseb arriving, between the 
obove dates, from the Mediterranean, Asia, (except Canton and 
Calcutta,} America south of ihe equator, Madeira, Canary, 
Capf--de-Verd, Burmuda or Bahama Islands, to remain two 
days at quarantine, and longer if the health officer shall deem 
it necessary, and ivhen allowed to proceed, they shall not 
iipproach within 300 yards of the city, except permitted by 
the Mayor and Commissioners. Vessels from ports, in the 
passage from which, they must pass to the South of Cape Hei^ 
lopen within the period aforesaid, most be examined at quaran- 
tine,aDd vessels from pons to the North of Henlopen, or from the 
British Provinces in North America, having on board West In- 
dia produce, &:c. shall not approach within SOO tardsof the 
city, unless permitted by the Mayor and Commissioners of 
health. 

Vessels from ports, where yellow or contagious fever pre- 
vailed at ilieir sailing, or il any person has been sick on board, 
during the voyage with such fever.shall proceed to quarantine, 
and there be unloaded and purified, before their cargo can be 
permitted to come to the city. And all vessels under the 
nbove circumstances, between > he days aforesaid, shall be de- 
tained, at least thirty days, and twenty da3*s after the cargo is 
landed and the vessel cleaned ; nor shall such vessel be then per- 
mitted to come within 300 yards of the city, nor shall any of the 
orew or passengers come to ihr city, until twenty days after 
the last death by sickness. The Oovemor, or in his absence, 
the mayor may direct fessels from any place, where y el Uw fe- 
ver exists to anchor at quarantine, and at the < liscretion of the 
Board of Health, may prohibit or regulate the inlercourse by 
land and by ferries between this city and all inftcted places. 
The Mayor, Health Commissioners or board of health, may 
order any vessel in the vicinity of the city to quarantine, if 
they shall deem her dangerous to the public health, and may 
cause all persons and things, which may have been introdac^ 
into the city to be returned 00 board of such vessel, and the 
said vessel may be removed, at the expense of the otrner. 
Qunramine, in all cases, where not otherwise specified, shall 
cnntinue as long as the health officer may direct. Vessels aub^ 
H^t to <)URranline. shall be desi^awAte^ ^o\*i«i%\t\*.tTSsi*i 
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sbrowds, sdiI no such vessels shall approacb tbe city beyond 
ihe Quarantine ground, williDUiawrilten permit from the healib 
officer. 

It is tlie duty of lite Henlih OHlcer to board every vessel 
subject la examination, and to question the persons on board, 
under oath, as lo the health and condition of such vessel. 
All intercourse with vessels at quarantine is prohibited, un- 
^eu by his ex ress permission. Particular regulalioas are in 
force with respect lo the arrival of cotton, rags, hiifes, and 
skins, for violation of which the penaltiei are severe. 

CJ* Tlic penaltiea for a brench of the above yrnvUions 
Ore by Jine^fram $250, lo .$2,000 dollars, and imprieonment 
not exceeding ticeloe months. 
, Internal regulaliona. — Physicians having patients sick of 
^Kllow or pestilential (ever, between 31st. May and 1st. Nov. 
shall report ttiem in writing to the Mayor, Health Com- 
missioners or Board of ilenllh, and every biiarding-house 
keeper shall repoit, in the same manner, within 12 hours 
aflerany $uJour>iersliall have been taken sick. 

No salted provisions shall be packed or repacked, South ol' 
Canal-street, on the North, or Walnut-street on tlie East river ; 
and from the S 1st of May to the 1st. of October, no salted beef, 
pork, or tisb, (eic^pl smoked,) shati be deposiled South ofsaid 
line, and all such articles, together with hides andcolton, which 
may be there deposited previous to the 3tst. May, must be re- 
ported to tbe Mayol- and Commissioners or board of health, in 

When any person in this city is infected with any contagious 
disease, the Board of health may prevent all communication 
with the infected house, except by physicians, nurses and at- 
tendants, and whenever the public safely may require it, they 
may cause the streets to be fenced up, and may prevent per- 
Bons going to the part so fertced. Whenever the Board shall 
deeib it necessary, the Mayor may issue his proclamation, pro- 
longing the jirovisions of the quarantine law to a later period 
ef the year* 

No corpse shall he interred in this city to the South of 
Canal and Grand-streets. No sink, privy or cistpool, shall 
be constructed to the South of Spring and Delaneey-street, 
except with building stone or brick, and no privy is lo be 
constructed within thirty feet of any pubHc well, or within 
two feet of the line of the adjoining lot. No privy or sink, 
which may be full or in part full, shall be covered over, nor shall 
the contents be draun off into any hole. No privy shall be 
~iprtpdI)ettveeB3l3t. Mayla.Tl4\Vt\t*^Oli^ti\lw,'a,T^^R^!«|^ 
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tier of ibe Board of Health, of permlggion of tbe Cily InspeC' 
tor; nor at any time, unless by persons authorized by tbe City 
Inspector for ibai purpose. JSo tub shall be removed ftom any 
priry, except between the bours of eleven in the evening, and 
three in (he morning, from ]ai. May to 90ih. of September. 

No manure shall be deposited between lEt. April, and 1 St. 
December, to the Soutbward of Fourteenth-street. No noi- 
some substance, nor any vat, pit, or pool of standing water, 
shall be permitted to the Southward of Fifiieth-alreet. No 
dead animal shall be left exposed, inany street, yardorlot,or 
be cast into any dock or slip, without causing the same to be 
forthwith lowed out into the stream, at least 300 yards from the 
nearest wharf. No made ground shall be turned up between 
1st. June, and 1st. October. Undressed skins, hides, blubber, &c. 
which may cause an olTensive smell, shall not be kept to the 
South and West of Grand and Canal Streets. No Auctioneer 
shall between 1st. June and 1st. Nov. sell, in any of the places 
assigned by law, salted bpef orpork, dried or pickled fiah, 
blubber, hides or cotton. Butchers shall immediately after kil- 
ling any animal, destroy the ofTals or convey the same into the 
river. Tbey shall not expose to sale, any stale or unwholesome 
provisions, and shall cause their slaughter houses to be washed 
each day, on which any cattle shall be killed. Putrid or un- 
EDund provisions shall be destroyed by starting them into the 
river, or otherwise, as in the juclgment of the City Inspector 
may most effectually secure the public health. Garbage, vege- 
tables and ofTals shall not be cast into the streets, but kept on 
ilie premises until the call of the bell cans or cast into the river. 
From 1st. May, to 1st Nov. the gutters in front of every lot 
und building, must be washed out and cleaned twice in each 
week. 

The peaaitiesfor abreachof tbe foregoing internal rcgula- 
lions are fiy/ne/row $B, io $%:>0 Hoilars. 

Eve iNFinMARY. ■ 

At the corner %f Qrand'Streel Sf Eroadmay. h 

This institution was founded by some benevolent individuals, 
in August 1820. Its object is to receive indigent patieni^ 
from every part of the State of New-York, who are afflicted 
with diseases oftheeyewad afford them such relief as their 
cases admit of. Patients from other parts of the state than 
tbe city of New-York are received into tbe inlirmary, boarded 
^ and nursed. Those who con paj thtw oMft\wMi'a.\t.*os«'®S^_ 
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at the rate of $2 SOcti. per vreek. But tliose who have Dot 
tht nteaos are boardeil by the institution, as far as its funds 
will allow. Besidi^ theje, tliere are a great number of pa- 
tients, amungst whom are included most oftho!^ who belong 
to the city, wlio attend as out patients, being no further expense 
lo the insiitotion, than the cost of the medicine, with which 
they are -upplied. A« the attendance of the aurgeons is gra- 
tuitous, the principal expense is for the rent of a propet 
building and the support of the poor patients, who nre receiv- 
ed into the infirmary, and of these three fourths are from other 
parts of the state than the city. 

The legislature parsed an act in April 1824, granting to- 
wards its supiiorl, the sumof $100U per annum for two years, 
and at their last session it was extended to &ve yeare longer. 
L ^Che eijiendilurcs during the last year, were ^2,030,82 

' Income flora legislalivc grant, annual sub:-crip- } -jq 
tiona, and interest of a small permanent fund. ^ ' 

Leaving a deficit of 510,82 

During the last year, 729 new (laiients were received, which 
including 81 remaining on the first ilsy of the yciir made 810 
persons. Of these 66(1 were cured, 28 relieved, 11 ..roved in- 
curable; 12declined treatment prescribed or aiisented them- 
selves, in 35 cases, the result could not be ascertaine<I .ind (34 
remntned, under treatment. Previous to l)>t January t82G, 
there had been received S,355 patients, which udded to the 
Dumber prescribed for last year made h total of 4,084 who 
have at one time or other been under the care of the surgeoDs 
of the in&rmaty since its foundation. 

But iodeiiendent of the use of this institution as a public 
charity, ii has obtaineil great reputntion ssa school of opb- 
thalemic surgery, and pupils annually go from it to every part 
of the stale, well informeil on this immch of their profession; 
and in those counties where an endemic ophthalemic has been 
prevalent litr years, thest- impils have proved the advantnges, 
fthich they have derived from receivitig ihis part of Iheir ed- 
ucnlion, at the New- York Eye Infirmary. A course of lec- 
tures on diseases of the Eye is given at the Infirmary every 
winter. 

The surgeons attend on every Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday, between (he hours of 12 and 1,P. M. It isgoverDed 
by a Board op directors, consisting of « president, two vice 
preiiitenti, a treasurer, Sfccretary, two surgeons, two consult- 
^5" swrgeoos, and 17 govetnois, wti «i« ttiown aoDuallyj 
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the second Wednesday Jn April. It is supported by Life a 
Annual i-ubs'iTiben'. The paynienl <>r$40 consliiulcs a li,— 
subscriber. Of annual £Uiiseril'f-rs, sonn' pay ^5, oibere ^3. 

The {»%sent oflicers are Willia h Few, president, HtNnt I. 
WvcKO^Fand Jaibes Boogs, vice (.rpsidents, Johs Dela- 
iriELD, treasurer, Jam£s W. Gerard, secretary. 

Drs. Edwabo Dxlafield and I. Kgaknev IIodgeks, sat- 
geon;, Dbs. ^Vrj^ht Post anil Hamuel BoBBonE, corisultory 
surgeons, Jon Wright superintendent, vEneas S, Condit 
apothecary. 

CoLLBfiB OP PnvaiciANa and Surgeons in the Citt o» 



It will be admitted hy all compelent to decide tliai Medin 
cal Science, in this country, hna. made gteal «nd rui-id advan- 
ces, nilhin the past half century, tind that the nunilur of 
eminent and zealous cult! vators of thi- healing; art is inrrf-asing 
annually. Of the several medical scliuols, of which the Uni- 
ted Slates now boHtt. those of Philadelphia and of New-York 
(until lately) were the most conspicuous. I j^hall first take a 
view ofiheprotoe^^ of this de|iartraent of knowlrdee 1 a ibis 
ftate, after nhich 11 hictorical skelch ofihe College of Physicians 
and Surgeons in this city will very property follow. 

The firrt essay made in ihe United states for ihe [mr|)Ote of 
imparling unatomical knowledge, by meansof dissection, was 
in New- York, by Doctors John Berd and Peter Mlddleton, two 
of the most distinguished pnictilioiiers, in the city. The first 
attempt towards Ihe promotion of a mediral school in the 
State of Nen-York was made in the year 1767, during the 
administriition ol Sir Henry Moore and Lieuienar<i Governor 
Golden, and in the following year, it was organized, under 
the direciion of the College of the province, then called 
K.ine;'s College, and a body of able profrssors appointed lo 
teacii the several branches of niedical science. Amon^ ihese 
we find Drs. Samuel Bard, Peter Middleton,and Samuel Clossey, 
names familiarly known to those acquainted with the medical 
annal-- of North America. 

In 176y, in consenuence of a public address delivered hy 
Dr. Samuel Daxd, a very important addiiion was made to 
ibe means of medical education theo afforded, by the establish- 
ment of Ihe New-York Hospital. The great advantages, 
which the medical school of New-York thus possessed were, 
■, but of temporary duration : the revolutionary war- 
led a aaspension of the salutary labours q£ i,tt ^tpfejte 
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COLKGQE OF rHVSiaiANS. 

«>r> conned ed witi) the school: llie (pscherg and studenls 
were ecatlered, and lh<- Collegf converted by ihe eutmy into 
a milirory hospital. After llie peace of 1783, Ibe former me- 
tUcnl prof'8«K>rh were never as a body reinatHteil in their situa- 
Uon to the college, they having be*n sepitraied. eilher by ac- 
ddeni or denlh. An atlenupt to revive ihe medical school in 
the following year firoving ineffectual, the design was relin- 
''«|aislie<l until 1792. In this year Columbia CullKge ivHsmade 
toemlirace two faculties r a facUly of nrt-, and anulher ot 
physic; oyer the former presided William Samuel Johnsok, 
LL. D. a gent'eman in every respect qualified for the M'itian ; 
It lire head i^the latter continued fur same time, the If.arued 
Bod distinguished Sauukl Babd, M. D. as dean. Among the 
praiesHucs who were appointed to d<-liver lectures on the dif- 
ferent br.inches of meijicine, were several gentlemen of ac- 
knowledged talents and great professional merit. Ttie exer- 
tion! ofthe Trustees of Columbia College, in their annexing a 
mrilical school to ihat institution, are deserving of the higbett 
commendoiion ; and il cunnoi be denied thai the science of 
meilicine wa<i promoted by its eslabltsiuneiii, particularly in 
this State. 

By un act passed by Ihe legUlalure in Marco. 1791. llic 
Hon. llit Regents of the University ivere authorized to ifihli- 
tute a College of Physicians and Surgeons. The power thus 
vested in tbeni they thought proper to exercise in 1 807 ; snd, 
accordingly, a charier for ihe purpose of establishing a 
College of Physicians and Surgeons in the City of New- 
York was granted, bearing date the 12th. of March, 1307. 
The establish men t of an institution to be exclusively devoted 
to tlw cultivation and diOusion of medical science, under the 
patronage ofthe Regents ofthe University, and its sanction by 
the legislature, were circumstances viewed with the greatest 
satisfaction, and afforded just cause of congralolation to the 
friends uf science throughout the Stale. That the high expec- 
tations, which were entertained ofthe benefits, that could doiv 
to the community from its establishment were well founded, 
ihe history of the college during the time ii has been in opera- 
linn, presents the raosi conclusive evidence. In November, 
lS07t tiie business of the medical college commenced, and 
courses of instruction were delivered on all the branches of 
medicine. The ability and success, with which the teacliers 
filled the important stations assigned them was such, that the 
legislature, at thenr next session, made the appropriation oftwen- 
ly thousand dollars, for the benefit of the College. The whole 
vtimiier d{ sUtAeiiXt) who lUcnded iVie institution the A^U^ 
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year was fifty-ihree ; the tecrmd year, there were seventy-two 
sIudentB, a greater number than had ever before resorted to a 
similar inatilation for medical instruction in ibis city : the third 
year, the college was attended by seventy-three students from 
New-York and other states in the Union. 

In 1810, the rapid progress of the Cdlege in its importance 
and usefalness received a temporary check, and its brilliant 
prospects were, for a while, overcast, owing to certain mis* 
ondertitafldinga having taken place between the then president, 
Dr. Komayne and the professors. The then Regents of the 
Univeisiiy, upnn receiving authentic inforinutian of the diMen- 
tions, which had been thus created, with the same laudable 
zeal for the promotion ol' medical science, with which they had 
originally been induced to organize the establiahment, imme- 
diately adopted measures for ascertaining the cause of the mis- 
chief, and for tlw i emoval of every obstacle which might retard 
its prosperity. This rhey did at their meeting held at Albany 
onlhefirslof April,l8ll. Upon the reorganizarionof the Col- 
lege of Physicians and Surgeons, at this period. Dr. Romaytre 
was removed, and the venerable Dr. Bard appointed Presi- 
dent j material alterations were- also made in several of (he 
professorships and in the internal government of the College. 
About this lime, power was granted to the College to confer 
medical degrees. 

Tl»e importance of the services rendered the College by 
the late measures of the Regents and the Legislature soon be- 
came apparent. On the 15th of May, Itll, the first meiilcal 
Commencement was held, and the degree of Doctor of Medi- 
cine conferred on eight students. This was a greater number 
of degrees in medicine than had been, at any one time, con- 
ferred in this city : the medical faculty of Cohimbla College, 
which had existed for about twenty years, having scarcely 
graduated more than twenty students Ibr the M. D. during all 
that period. 

In September, 1813, one of the most imponani and desira- 
ble events took place, which had ever been recorded in oar 
medical annals, viz : The consolidation of the two medical 
schools into one eslablishmenl. In their address, the College of 
Physicians and Sui^eons, of this city state their union with 
the Medical Faculty of Columbia College, and ihe Trustees 
of this last named institution annulled their Medical Faculty. 

An attempt was made just about this period to create 

another medical school in N. w-York, but this effort, soon 

and deservedly failed. Nevertheless, ftom ^.Vt ^tm V»,\^^^ji, 

U8^0, the College of Phy«ci&n& an4 '&vB^'ao&* -v^w^ ■^■' 
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with an annual increase in the number of iu pupils a 
augmented career of utility and reputaiion. In xbe n 
Instructiun as to chemical apparatus, museums of anatomy, and 
natural history, there wasa regularincrease. Its library embra- 
ce a valuable coileciionaf liie most important works on Medi- 
cine and the colateral branches of science, collected chiefly Iff 
Professor Francis during his residence In Eurojieiandwas atiU 
I'urlber increased by donations from Drs. Emmet, Husack, 
Francis, and others. Moreover, iis alumni in many instances 
tepdered the Institution greal credit by the publicatiM 
of their inaugural exercises for the Doctnraie, though at o 
lime does it appear that such publications were obligatory « 
the students. 

Tlie spvtiral departments of education in tiiis Medio 
School have been filled in succession as follows : Anatomy ^ 
Org. Smith, and Post. Surgery, by Dr, Smilli, Hoiack, ai 

by Dr. Mot't. Practice of PAysic, by Dr. Miller, and by 1 

Mosack. Clinical Medicine, by Dr. Hamersley, and by Dr. 
Hosack. Mi 'yjiffry and the Diteaset of li'omen and Chil- 
dreii, byDr. Hasack, Dr. Macneven, Dr. Osborne, and by 
Dr. Francis. Chemistry, by Dr. De Witt, and by Dr. Mac- 
neven. Natural Phiioiopky, by Dr. De Witt. Materia Med- 
tea, by Dr, Bruce, Dr. De wltt, Dr. Francis, Dr. Macneven, 
and by Dr. Mitchill. The Institutes of Merftcine, by Dr. 
De Witt, by Dr. Francis, and fay Dr. Hosack. MediealJuris- 
prudence, by Dr. Stringbam, and by Dr. Francis. Natural 
mttory, by Dr. De Will, and by Dr. Mitchill. 

It is not deemed necessary here to recount the great advan- 
tages, which the city of New- York holds out for a distinguish- 
ed school of practical medicine. The College of Physicians 
and Surgeons of New- York, has within the short period of 
its existence, abundantly proved thai truth. For several years 
past it has enumerated above two hundred students at its 
winter sessions. But truth conslrains us to state, that 
Uiese flattering prospects, which gave such encouragement to 
its able professors to persevere in their career of usefulness, 
Bave been recently entirely cut off by circumstances which 
they deemed beyond their controul. The College had long 
felt, at limes, the inconveniencies arising from a defect in its 
government, tvhich tolerated medical men al its Board of 
Trustees. These inconveniencies proceeded to so great|^ 
Extent in 1S25, as to call for the aid of the Begenis, 
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coliglilened body endeavoured, but in vain, I 
Trustees ,This view of [he subject was aho taken by Col- '- 
Troup, a distinguished member of the Board of Regents, aod 
also by Mr. Spencer of tbe Senate of the State, who consid- 
ered the evils arising from the government of tlie College in 
the handa of Trustees as requiring immediate notice, and that 
said Trustees should be removed. The evils under which the 
College groaned were by Mr. Spencer traced to have their ex- 
istence solely in this anonioly of government. But vested 
rights were set up, and a measure, which would have perpetu- 
ated this school of science as one of the ornaraenls of ihi 
Slate and country, was prevented from bein^ carried into ef- 
fect, by the assumption of tec hnecali ties and precedents. 
The Professors, con«ci|uedi|y, rather than be involved in 
the disgrace of connexion with a scboul which imposed on 
students .restrictions wholly unknown, and that by a body 
who exercised powers exclusively belonging to another body, 
determined to resign their several offices and professorships, 
and the public papers of April last, set forth the circumstance. 
It is moreover a fact, that so long as the Board of governors 
of this school was unencumbered by Trustees, who were medi- 
cal prescrlbers solely, the establisbment went on by a reguloi 
increase in the number of students and Candidates for the 
Honours of tV.e doctorate; while on the contrary, upon that 
Board being filled up by medical men, there was a gradual 
falling olf of students and candidates, so that last sessi n the 
number was diminished more than one fourth of that of the 
preceding year. 

The several branches of medical and sureical si . . 

have been taught in this College for a number of years p 
were as follows : 

Anatomy, by Da. Wright Post. 
I Theory and Practice of Physic, by Dr. Davib Hosacs.V 
M ChemUlry, by On. Willia Jamrs Maonbvbn. 
H Surgery, by Dn. Valkntink Mott. 
f^ Obstetrivs and the Disetues of Women and Children, bw 
»«. John W. Francis. 

Materia Medico and Botany, by Da Sasicbl MtTCHrLL. 
On July 7th, 1826, the regents of the university at a spt- 
cia) meeting held at the capital, in Albany, appointed the fol- 
lowing gentlemen as professors in roomofthose above, who had 
resigned their office, in April, viz. 

JoH ■ AijGusTiNK Smith, M. D. professor of anatomy anA 
_,^ysio!ogy. ^ 

L. James F. Daha, M. D. piotessoi at tVtmftVn. J 




SUTOSBS UBDICAL COUJKOX. 

I . Jdkn B. Bscx, M. D. pro/esaor of batany and 
medica. 

Alexander H. Stsvsns, M. D. professor of surgery. 

Edwaro Dblafibld, M. D. professor of obsteuics &c. 

JosKPH M. Shith, M. O. professor of the theory and praC' 
uce of physic and Clinical medjcioe- 

J«HN \Vatt», M. D. wati appainied preiident and Joi 
Flatt, Esq. vice president of the college. 

But notivithstanding this reorgitnizaiion of the College 
Physicians and Surgeons, the former professors, who fillf^d 
ihe chairs in this estabUsiiment, for so man}! years, deter- 
mined to create a new school, which they have placed 
under a better government. Hence il appears, that during 
the ensuing winter, we shall have Iwo rival medical schools in 
this city, both of which will be engaged in teaching the same 
branches of education. But it is devoutly to be wiibed, that 
those unhappy collisions, which have su long existed between 
gentlemen of the same honourable profession may speedily 
subside and thai they would unite in forming one splendid 
seminary on a solid foundation, which while it shall reflect 
honour on this wealthy and extensive metropolis, may he pro- 
rilled >vi<b ihe a(l«)uaie meanaof tiisinicting our yguih, '^ 
the most important of all aeiences, that of preierving ' " 
and curing disease*. 
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W This institution has been formed by late Professort 
' Collt^ of Physicians and Surgeons, and it is intended logo 
into full operation, forthwith. The plan of instructioii em- 
braces all Ihe departments of Medical and Chirui^cal science, 
and in aObrding to youth the means of acquiring practical in- 
formation, it is presumed it will not be inferior lo any other 
establishment in this country. The following circular address 
has lately been published by them. 

This CoUege was instituted on the l6th of October, 1826, 
iVaA Ihe following professors were appointed ; 



I. 



David Hosack, M. D. F. R. S. Intltlutea 

of Physic and Clinical Medicine. 
William J. Macneven, M. D. Therapeutics and Alatti 

Medico. 
K^i-BNTiNE Mott,M.D. Swrgerij. 
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K JoBK W.Francis, M. D. Obstetrics and Forensic 

W John D. Goduan, M. D. Anatomy and Physiotogi;. 
B JoHK Obiscom, LL. D. Ckentiiiry. 

I The College edifice, siiuftied in Duaoe-street, near Broach 
I Vay, and io the immediate vicinity of the ^ew-Vork Hnspiia.!, 
I was erected by the medical faculty at their own expense, ex- 
ftrpressly Tor the accommodBtion of students of medicine. It \g 

■ allowed by all unprejudiced examiners, that ibis building cum- 
r bines, with the necessary spaciousness, a degree nf neatness, 
I convenience and comfort, very rarely found in similar estab- 
I ItthnieRls. 

t- The lecture-rooms are three in number. The chemical 
Froom Is on the lower flour, and is provided wiih the necessary 
I'fiirnaces and fixtures ; the seats rising in such a manner as to 
K.fllford the fullest view of the experiments, lolhe class. Ad- 

■ rjoining the laboratory, is the room for the mineralogical cabi- 
K Bet, and such philosophical apparatus as is employed In pneu- 
F natics, hydrostatics, and other departments ofscience connect- 
ed with chemistry. 

The hall for the lectures on the practice of medicine, materia 
medica and obstetrics, is on the second floor. This hall is 
also designed for the delivery of introductory lectures, and far 
public collegiate exercises. It also contains cases for an ample 
collection of drugs and preparations, illustrative of the lec- 
tures on Materia Medica. The library room is on the same 
floor with the Hall. 

The Surgical and Anatomical amphitheatre is on the third 

The Saloon of practical tmatomy, on the fourth floor, is 
unrivalled in this country for its extent, and the entire conve- 
nience of its arrangement. This apartment is of the length 
and width of the whole building, and is during the day lighted by 
a fine sky-light and four windows. At night it is brilliantly illu- 
minated by ten large gaa-burners, which entirely obviate the 
necessity of using tabie-lamjis, always inconvenient and in- 
adequate. The cistern of water is supplied by means of a 
forcing pump in the basement ; this room is also furnished with 
every convenience necessary to cleanliness. A furnace of 
appropriate construction Is employed for the daily removal of 
fragments usually allowed to accumulate In and about anatomi' 
cal apartraents. The use of this furnace, and lhQt«.^iSiKtifi.- ' 
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tention paid lo the tables, removes from the sludy of practio 
analooiy all the circumslancea usually productive of disgi 
An angle of the Baloonii screened olTfor ihc accommodatior 
practioners of medicine, who nay wish lo revise thei 
Cal studies, free from interruption. 

The deparinieni of practical aoatomy is immediately su- 
perinteuded by the professor of anatomy, who leaches in his 
public lectures, according to the method tirst introduced by biin- 
idf, thai of making the dissections tn the presence of the 
dast, at the tioie of lecturing. Solicitous to excite a taste foe 
(his imporiBinl study, and to diffuse its advantages more gene- 
rally among the profession, Da- Gooman hasdete>mined to 
devote liiniself exclusively to the itnprovement of his cla(S> 
Aided by quali6ed friends, he expects always tu be able to pre- 
vent students from losing their time in ill-diiected experiment, 
or from aquiring a dialike to the science for a vrant of a com* 
petent director. 

The anatomical cabinet is rich and valuable. The collec- 
(inn of the professor of surgery is so, in an especial degree, 
on account of its being principally composed of laoibid speci- 
mens, removed by himself in his operations, or procured from 
BobjectB with whose previnus history hi! is acquainted. 

The whole building is provided with gas-lights, and warmed 
by a single fire, burned in the basement, from which heated 
air 19 conveyed by flues to all parts of the house. This ai' 
tatigmenl is so efl'ectual, that but afew minutes areneceasary 
to the production of a summer temperature, even in the cold- 
est weather. The heated air flowa from below the seats into 
the diflerent lecture-rooms, so that they are equally warmed 
throughout. 

The first session of this insiituiion has been honoured by 
the attendance of one hundred and fifty-three gentlemen, ul 
which number one hundred and thirty were medical studenu ; 
twelve doctors in medicine, and eleven members of the Uigh- 
School, attending chemical lectures only. The class of prac- 
tical anatomy contained fifty two persons, who were supplied 
with the material necessary tn theirstudiea, at an expense 
scarcely worthy of rematk, being two dollars from each per- 
son, for «very subject consumed by his class. The classes re- 
peat their operations as ofien as their convenience may 
sugeeat. 

These circumstances, together with (he facUily of approach- 
ing' the city from all qaanevs -, the reasonable rale at which the 
boitrding may be obtuaed;* V-\ve o^^cuWTiw^ <i^ «\Mi?sa\a»M 
' From three to six dollan a «c«ti. ■ 
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surgical operations b the private practice of Proreasor Mott. 
and in the New- York Hospital, render it certain, that mediual 
students ivill find (heir interests advanugeously served bythe 
courses of instruction in Kutgers Medical College, 



The session of thi 
day ol November, and 
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ramences on the first Mon* 

1 until the firat of March, in 

the following manner : 

Da. HoRAcK, on the Institutes und Practice. • 
Dh. Macnevkn, on Therapeutics and Ma- 
teria Medica. 
Dk, Mott, on Surgery, 
Da. GiiOu.iN, on Anatomy and Physiology, 
Db. Fkancis, on Ubstelrics and Forensic ' « ^ 

Medicine, + §5 

Ok. Gitiscuu, on Chemistry, S-a* 



Candidates for graduation, produce to the Dean at ibe time 1 
of their application, certiGcales to the following effect : 

Isi. That the applicant has attained the age of twenty-one ' 

Sd. That he has studied during three years under some re- 
gular practitioner or praciitiouers of medicine. 

3d. That he has, during this period, attended two full 
courses in Rutgers Medical College, or one course in this, and 
one full course In another college, which is received fay the fa- 
culty adeiiatlem. 

These rules being complied with, and a thesis written by the 
applicant, (on some medical subject, or science connected with 
medioine,) presented to the Dean, the candidate is admitted to 
an examination for the degree of Doctor of Mi'diciue. 

" Inaditltionlothe coarse of Inuructian onlhelnililulei Practice of 
Ph>'Bic, aad CI laical Medic Ldp, PrDfexar Huback, delirers la big class at 
,1 sepnmlc bour, but witbout additional eipoose, a courieof Lecturei on 
Botanj. exhibiting bj^ meaa^ of diagrami and living plants, an outline 
of the LiumEin Syslcm. 

t I'bc I*Toressar of Obilelrici ii aupplied with tlie aecetsarj appare 
Iiu, modeiB, c«3tc and preparatiops for Ibc Ulualrnlioa of his course; 
ia adilllion to whicb he has acceai at ell linivs tQ ^be C%Hl\'a<t^1>^^^'■ 
col^B»J[t«. 



LVIHO-IN B<MFlTAt. 
TBE BU rOBRS GOLD vnCEtALt 

As an incentive to emulation Col. Riitgeks has institoteA 
an honorary gold medal, which will be annually awarded by 
the faculty of Rutgers Medical College to ihe author of ihe 
most excellent inaugural dissertation. The dissertation ma; 
be written in Latin, Frt^nch, or English. 

3 eacb; Pracdcnl Aoalomj', fU>(, 
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This Institution was arranged upon the first formationof 
(he College, of Physicians and Surgeons of ibis city in 1 807- 
lis objects are to unite the interests of the junior members of 
Ihe profession, and to promote a spirit of free inquiry on ill 
matters connected with the healing art. The meetings of 
this society, are held during the winter session of the Collide ; 
and at which papers are read, and discussion held on subjects, 
more immediately embraced in a system of raedicinetnd of Sur- 
gery. It has published various Reports, Of the annual Presi- 
dents, there have been DR.SBRnn.L, Dr.Mitchili., Dr. Mac- 
NEVKN, Db. FsAKCia, De. Hosack, Sec. 






The Metropolis of England boasts of several establbViinentj 
of this name nnd character. The first we believe was found- 
ed by the late Dr. John Leakk. The act of this Institution, 
as expressed in its act of incorporation, is to afford an asylum 
to women in a stale of pregnancy, who are destitute of the 
means of support, and who are unable lo procure the necessa- 
ry medical assistance and nursing, during the period of iheir 
confinement. 

The poor constitute an important portion of almost every 
large community ; and, consequently, have a powerful claim 
upon Ihe assistance of the wealthy. At alt times, there are 
many persons of the description just mentioned, as the especial 
objeclsof tliis charity: and though individualliberality in ma- 
ny instances, had been manifested to obviate and remedy the 
ovils under which they laboured, yet it was not until 1798, 
that an attempt was made to (irovide a suitable establish meiU 
" r iheir reception and reUef- TUe Aiea,MM\ mottsikV) .,^u|^ 

»iBj>aiued the ytWow fc^ct as n. ^^esiiwi "to. Aia "^^H 
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T of this year, and the great distress coniiequeni 
thereon, aperated nith peculiar severiiy upoa ihe labouring 
poor J and many women being berert af their husbands, were 
rendered wretched under the accumulaled tvils of grief and 
poverty. 

Ab New- York, though slready cminenlly distinguished for 
its charitable instiluUoni, did not afford any provision for this 
class of the pour, the present occaiion was deemed proper to 
project an establishment for this purpose. Accordingly, in 
the ensuing October, a subscription wus set on foot, by Dr. 
David Hosack, which was patronized by many of the most 
respectable citizens of this city, and the sum of nearly five 
thousand dollars collected. The laudable designs of the as- 
sociation were immediately carried into effect, an appropriate 
building being procured for the charity in Cedar slrei^t, where 
they continued in operation for some lime. 

Thomas Pzarsall, Sec'y. Robert Lbmix, Dr. David 
HosAi^K and others were a Committee, who among other 
provisions, made the following: Every person subscribing 
the aum of twenty dollars, shall be privileged to recommend 
a patient to the Lying-in-Hospital, if approved of by thi 
ing Committee. 

It being afterwards ascertained that the interest arising fni 
the Society's funds, was by no means sufficient to meet the e» 
penses, which a separate institution demanded; in IS01,aa 
agreement was entered into between the New-York Hospital 
and the governors of the Lying-in- Hospital, by which the in- 
terest of the then existing funds of the latter, were to be paid 
to the use oftbe former instituiioa, on condition that a Lying-in 
ivard should be established ; and a suitable ward for that pur- 
pose was accordingly fitted up and opened fur the reception of 
patients, the express objects of the Lying-in Hospital. 

Since the above period, the Lying-in Hospital has carried 
into execution its humane and benevolent plan of affording re- 
lief to destitute females at the apartments, which they have 
provided in the New- York Hospital; and the charily which it 
has thus dispensed, while it will be admitted that it has been 
directed to objects wiio uf all others, have a peculiar claim to 
attention, so must it also be allowed to be most eilensivdy dif- 
J"used. In 1799, an act t« incorporate the Lying-in Hospital, 
was granted by the slate lesislBlure. 

By bequests, and donations, the interests ofthe Society's funds 
and other appropriations which are constantly augmenting 
their resources, it Is ardently hoped, and believed, thai the litiw 
is not far disla/it, when the govctnova oS v\ie V."3\v.^-^Vv<ffi.->{v- 
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tal, will be enabled to erect a commodious and separate estab- 
Ibhmeni, for the belter accomplieraent of their praiseworlliy 
undertaking, and thus add another lo the many chHritabk in- 
stiiutioas of this city, which announce so decidedly, and ao 
favourably, the humanity of it* inhabilants. 

Upon the reorganization of this Instilution in 1813, Ci 
HBLtus Ray, Esq- was elected Presideot thereof, and " 
Post, HosACB, MooitE and Francis, Physicians, 



CHAPTER IX. 



1 



■ While the city of New- York is justly celebrated for its 
rapid growth, cnmmerciul i-nterprise, and increasing proaperi- 
ly ; il also stands unrivalled (at least, in ihe western world) for 
its benevolent, charitable, and friendly institutions. Amid all 
its luxuries and pjessures, on the one hand, and no inconside- 
rable portion of cupidity on the other, there moves a redeem' 
ing spirit of genuine philanthropy, that Is daily calling forth 
tears of joy and gratitude from eyes that had been dim- 
med will) (hose of sorrow and despair. Incited by this 
principle, and aware of the comparative weakness of indi- 
vidual exertion, the charitable of all ranks, seels, and pro- 
fessions, have associated together in societies, fnr ihe purpose 
of more eSeciually fulfilling the heavenly precepts of charily. 
The most important and prominent of such institutions, 
L be noted la this place, commencing with. 



s^I 



Tills excellent instilution, which has now existed for fort^ 
years, was originally formed by a few philaniltmpic gentle- 
men, forthepurpo«ieof afFirdlng relief to dUtressed drbiort. 
In 1806, its plan was eiiended so as to include the recovery oi 
resuscitations of persons apparently dead from drowning. On 
(he fourth of Febuary, 18T4, the society obtained a charier 
of incorporation ; by which they are allowed to hold an estate 
of the value of $3,000. Their views have, since been and 
are now directed to the following branches : 

1st. The support and clothing of debtors iu pn""!! and 
(ax connected therewilh) the maVntab Mnce oC a b 
I dstabiisbmeni. ^^^^^^" 
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2A. The liberation uf audi debtors as are by law entitled to 
be discharged, and oi such as are confined far small sums, 
and are peculiarly deserving of assistance. 

3d. The distribution of soup to the poorin general, espe>(_'? 
ciallj' in cases uf general public calamity. < 

4th. The resuscilHtioD of persons apparently dead from 
drowning. 

A favourite object, also, of the society is, lo discourage 
the practice of street begging. 

Th(s institution was supported by casual donations for a con- 
siderable period. For some time, however, it has depended 
on annual subscriptions, which enabled the committee of 
management to erect a soup-house, in which they were greatly 
assisted by a donation, from the corporation of this city, of 
A(>00, andihe lot of ground on which the house is erected, 
, near the East entrance of the Park. The ajfairs of this so- 
ciety are managed by a President, Vice-President, Treasurer, 
Secretary, and a Committee of twenty-one members, who sie 
elected annually. Th«ir stated meelings are on the first 
Wednesday of every month, when a visiting committee of 
three, is chosen, whose usiness it is to superintend the soup- 
house, and visit the debtors in prison, at least once eveiT* 



AGED, INDIGENT FEMALE GOCIKTV. 

Tflis society consists entirely of females, who have assoi 
ated for the object of imparling relief to respectable aged 
djgent females, for which purpose it is allowed lo bold an 
tate to the amount of $100,000. Its alfairs are intrusted to 
the management of a board of Trustees, composed of a first 
and second directress, treasurer, secretary, and twelve man- 
agers, who are chosen annually, on the last Thursday of No- 
vember. This society was instituied in the beginning of thft, 
year 1814, and incorporated March 10th, 1815, lo continue 
fifteen years. 

FBMALS AB80CIAT10N. 

This Society is composed of young females, who belong 
that very respectable body of Chrisiian Friends, usually* 
denominaled Quakers. The object of the institution is that 
of visiting and assisting llie poor sick, and oblalnging instruc- 
tion for the children of such persons as are not nyavl4«d,tin., 
and who do not belong to any religions sottWj . TVA^ OhTO\t\ 
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rtMBVOtEST SOCrETIBS, *C. 

^ i> doled Marcli 26th, 1313, to conti Due twenty years, by 
which they are permitted to hold properly to the amount of 
^40,000. Females become members by subscribing five dul- 
larsayear; andthe nffkirs tif ihe instituiion are conducted by 
a board or iweWe Irauees, nho are elected on the first Mon- 
day of Juae annually. By a special clause in the act ofincor- 
paration, this society is entitled to a share of the Comnon 
Scboo> fund. 

FEMALE ASSISTA-JCE SOCUTlr. 

This MBOciaiion of benevolent females, was incoiporaled 
on ibelltb. of April, t8l7," for the relief of sick poor women 
and children," and Is to continue until the second Monday of 
November, 1 830, a period of thirteen years. Its funds are 
limiledto $3,000, and its affairs are managed by a tirst and 
second Directress, Treasurer, Secretary, and twelve Mana- 
gers, besides as many Assistants as shall be deemed necessary, 
bU of whom are elected by ballot on the second Monday of 
November, annually. 



FGMALG SOCIETY. 
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As long ago as the year 1797, a few benevolent ladiMi 
this city, associated for the laudable purpuse of affordSi 
"relief to destitute widows with small children;" but it was 
not until the 2d. of April, 1 802, that an act of ineorporatioD 
was obtained from the Legblaiiire. They seldom afford relief 
in money ; but in such necessaries as the objects stands most \a 
need of. They also find employment for such as are able and 
willing to work. By f heir charier they may hold funds to the 
amount of .J50,000 ; and their affairs are conducted by a firsl 
and second Directress, Secretary, Treasurer, and twelt e Man- 

widow's buhd society. 

This institution was incorporated on the lOth, day of 
March, 1815; and may hold funds to the amount of ^2,500. 
perannDm.'Ils object is the '' relief of the widows and children 
o f deceased dei^y men of the reformed protesiant Dutch Church 
in the United Stales." Iiisgovernedby a President, Vice-Presi- 
dent, Treasurer, Secretary, and nine Tnistecs, who are elec- 
[?d annually on the first Tuu' ' ' 



Tbe objects of this institution are " for relieving and ad- 
vising sick and poor persons in tiie city of New- York," The 
society was first organized in ISOtS, and obtained an act of in- 
corporation on the 17'h. of February, 1810; by which itis 
permitted to liold real and personal estate (o the amount of 
^25,000. This charter expired, by i ■■ ■ - 

the first of December, 1835; and w t 
respect to its coDtera plated renewal and e 

■ FBOVIDENT SOCIBTV. 

This society was incorporated on the I6th. of February, 
1805, for the purpose of establishing a fund to support infirm ' 
members, and their widows and children, on their decease. 
Their capital is limited by their charter to jtlO,000. By the 
same act, three other charitable institutions were incorpora- 
ted, on the same plan, and with the like limited capital. They 
are entitled, isl. The Mutual Benefit Society; Id. The 
Benevolent Society ; 3d. T^ie Atbion Benevolent Society. 

PMlBINR SOCIETY. 
Thisisan old and respectable institution, having been incftf- 
porated as long ago as the year 1770; when its funds were 
limited tojf3,000 sterling per anntti^. Its immediate ob- 
jects were the improvement of maritime knowledge, and the 
relief of indigent masters of vessels, their widows and orphans. 
Tlieaflairs of this institution are managed by a Commilte of 
magistrates, merchants, and mariners, who appoint officers 
annually. The funds are supported by yearly subscriptions of 
, ^2 from each member. 

I THE sailor's snug harbour. 

This establishmeni is a splendid monument of disinierestedj 
benevolence; and while it continues to afford shelter,' protee 
tion and sustenance, to those brave weather-beaten-tars, whd 
in the hou;of danger have been disabled in the defence of thet^ 
county's rights, the name of Captain Randal] will be held in 
grateful remembnUice. On the first day of June, 1801, a 
trust-deed was executtd by this genuine philanirophist, in 
which he devised a valuable landed property, l<jU\^iwnt.4ae. 
head of Broadway, for the putpose 0*1 miii™va\tivB%'»ira 
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and decriped seamen. In thU insirunient, he nominateci the 
Mayor and Recorder of the city, ihe president uf the Chamber 
o( Commerce, the President and Vice- President of the Ma- 
rine Society, and the senior clergymen of the Episcopal and 
Presbyterian cliurches, at trustess; and on the siiih of Febru- 
ary, IS06, they obtained an act ol' incorporation. The pro- 
perly ihos left by Captain Randall, was originally estimated 
at $50,UOO. From its favourable situation, it has since greai- 
ly increased in value, and noiv affords a snug and comfortable 
asylum to those brave defenders of their counlrj^ who, from 
age, or honourable wounds, are no longer able to fight her 
batlles. By a subsequent act, the trustees were requited to 
report annually the state of iheir funds to the legislature 
and to the Common Council. 

pilots' chawtaj 



i incorporated on the eleventh of April, 
1817, and may hold real and personal estate to the amount of 
JSjOfM) per annum. Its object is "the relief of distressed 
and decayed pilots, their widows and cbildren,** The affairs 
of this society are manged by a President, Vice-President, 
Treasurer, Secretary, and five Trustees, who are elected, an- 
nually, on the first Monday of February. 

»EAP ANI> DUMB INSTITUTIOK. 

The object of this m'ost laudable establishment, as expres- 
sed in their charter, is to afford "Ihe necessary means of in- 
struction tt> Ihe deaf and dumb ; and also lu provide for the 
stipport and maintainanc^ of those, In that condition, whose 
parents are unable to maintain them during their couise of 
tuition." It was incorporMed ^n the 15th. of April, ISI7> 
the eharterlo endure for twenty years. Their real and per- 
sonal estate is limited to ^5,000 per annum The maoage- 
ment of its aflsirs is intrusted lo the bands of a President, two 
Vice Presidents, a Treasurer, Secretary, and a Board of Di- 
rectorgj'eonsisting of twenty members, who are elected an- 
nually. Two thirds, at least, i>T the Directors, must be resi- 
dents of the city and county, and seven constitute a quorum. 



.About tlH^ear 1785, several benevolent individuals, (most- 
lyoftSe Quaker petsuasiotv) aawitwVfti ftawiwi.'*** fat the 



OENKVOLENT 

purpose of "meliorating the condition of negro slaves in the 
3late of New-York, by effectually obtaining (hose advantages 
for them, which have been already sanctioned by its laws, 
and by conferring on (hem a virtuous education." With 
these laudable views, the society petse»ered. with a com^ 
mendable zeal, until 1S08, when they succeeded in obtaining 
an act of incorporation. The government of this institution 
is vested in a President, two Vice-Presidents, a Secretary, 
Assistant Secretary, Treasurer, and a standing committee 
who have a Chairman. The oHicers of the school, are a Board 
of Trustees, a Secretary, Chairmain, and seven Counsellors. 
There is also a Committee of Correspondence, with a Chair- 
man and Secretary ; and a Committee of Ways and Means, 
with a Secretary. 



The celebrated Dr. Waterhouse, one of the professors of ' 
Harvard University, in Cambridge, slate of Massachusells, 
justly styled the American Jenner, was the parent of Vacci- 
nation in the Western World. Al^er years of unremitted eS' 
ertion, he at length succeeded in overcoming the honest pre- 
judices and prot'esslunal cupidity which assailed his new theory 
froni every quarter; and about the >earlSOI, vaticination 
began to become popular throughout the stale of Massachu- 
setts. In the following year, the subject was taken up with 
some spirit by the physicians of this city, and a society wu 
formed for the purpose of extending the benefits of vaccina- 
tion to those whose pecuniary circumstances rendered them un- 
able to employ a physician. During the first year this society 
existed, there were five hundred children vaccinated in Neif- 
York and New-Jersey ; in 1812, there were one thousand, in 
New-York and Massachusetts ; in the fallowing year. 2,500 
in New-York alone; and in 1814, in Connecticut and New- 
York, there were 4,500. Thus, in a few years, nearly nine tJtmi- 
sand human beings were rendered for ever secure from that 
scoui^ of mankind, the small pox J 

r -■ 

■• SHAUKOCK PBtEriDLC ASSOCJATION. * 

' This institution, which is composed chiefijr tif the natives 
of Ireland, was formed in the year 1815, ibfthe purpdBe of 
befriending emigrants on their arrival in the United States, by 
giving them useful information, and procuring them eiii^h<£- 
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meat. Their views, however, are no! confined to country, 
politics, or religion ; it is enough ihai the applicant is a stran- 
ger, to insure iheir protection. The society is governed bj 
a President, two Vice-Presidents, a Secretiiry, ABsistanl 
Secretary, Treasurer, and a committee of SaperinieodeDce, 
consisting of four members, oflicers are elected annuallv. 

OBRUAN 30CISTY> 

Tliis society was instituted fur the purpose of giving pecuni- 
ary aid to German emigrants, and assisting such other natives 
of that couutry and their decendants as might be reduced in 
tlieir circuoutances. On the sixth of April, 1814, theyob- 
tained an act of incorporation, to continue for twenty-one year;. 
, Ttic -jffairs of the society are managed by a Commillee, and 
officers regularly chosen ; and its fundsare limited to $25,900- 

no.MAN CATHOLIC BENEVOLENT SOCIBTT. 

Tiie charter of this society was obtained in April, 1817, 
tiy trliicb ita fcal and personal estate is limited lo $2,500 per 
annum. It VAs instituted for the humane and laudable pur- 
puses of " Bisisting and relieving the poor, and of protecting 
and educating orphan children." The management is con- 
fided to a President, three Vice-Presidents, a Secretary, two 
Assistant Secretaries, a Treasurer, and thirteen members, 
flrboarc elected at WbitsuA-Munday, annually. Membersto 
subscribe no greater sum tban three dollars per annuni. 
Tweoty-olic form a quorum for the transaction trfdwauMBS. 

SOCIETY OP CINCINNATI. ^9^ 

After tlie close of the revolutionary war, a number of those - 
military veterans who had fought in the armies of the republic, 
forned themselves into a society fiir the purposes of general 
benevolence. As ihpy had all " relinquished the hostile ?word 
for the peaceful plough," or re tuned from the embattled field 
to th«n(drmer employments, like the celebrated Roman Cin- 
cinnotef, they very jusdiciously distinguished their in£ 
by the name of that celebrated patriot. 



The New-Yorlc Typographical Society, was instituted on 
IheAtisfof July, ISO*.!, buid\Oiim\a\iw:it\^w\tv<ifvcicorpora- 
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tion until the 27lli, of febniary, 1S18. The laudable objects 
of this institution are, " relief to indigent and distressed mem- 
bers of said association, their widows and orphans ; and 
others who may be found proper objects of their charity." 
To effect these benevolent purposes the society is allowed, by 
ihi'ir charter, to hold real and personal estate to the amount of 
^5000. Their affairs are managed by a President, Vice-Pre- 
sident, Treasurer, and Secretary, who are [hosen annually, 
on the Saturday aext preceding the fourth day of July. They 
have also, a Board of Directors, composed of twelve members, 
three of whom are elected monthly, (or the term of four 
months. 

The terms of admitting new members are, ls(. competency 
as a workman, 2cf. a good moral character ; 3d. an initiation . 
fee of five dollars, — 4th. monthly dues of twenty-five cents. 
Any member hnving paid dues to the amount of thirty dollars ; 
or paying the like sum in advance, becomes entitled to a cer- 
tificate, and is for ever after exempt from monthly dues. 

Application for relief, in cases of sickness, or otherwise, 
must be made to the President, who thereupon assembles the 
Board of Directors, by whom the applicant's case is taken in- 
to consideration; and, should his circunstances require it, 
a sum, not exceeding three dollars per week, is awarded him 
from the Treasury. In case of the death of a member, the 
sum of twenty-five dollars is tendered towards defraying the 
funeral charges, at tjie discretion of the Board ; who likewise 
award to the widows of deceased members, any sum, not 
exceeding two dollars per week, for the space of three months 
from the decease of their husbands; and in case a member 
dies, leaving no widow, but children — if one or two, the sunt 
of two dollars — if over two, the sum of three dollars per 
week, for three months, are appropriated to iheir benefit ip 
any manner the Board may direct, provided the case, in their 
opinions, require it. But in no case whatever, have the wife 
or children of a living member, any legal claim on the funds 
of the institution. 

A general meeting of the society for the transaction of busi- 
ness is held on the first Saturday of every Month, at the So- 
ciety's room, in the Shakspeare, at the corner of Fulton and 
Nassau-streets ; where the Board of Directors also converse 
on the evening of every Saturday. The affairs of this inili- 
tution are in a very flourishing condition — the funds rapidly 
increasing, and their acts of benevolence frequent and judicious. 
A select and valuable Liftrary ha8laXe\'3\w.ta^xoii\«<A.,\s^ 
private subscn'ptiona and donalion*, hom "«V\^«^«x^ wsaiv 
Bb2 
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ber, whose monthly dues hsTe been paid, 
two volumes per week. 

MECHANIC 

The " OeDeral Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen," 
already been noticed at page 2S6. In addition to which, it 
may be proper to atme in this place, ihst ihe joumej'men of 
almost every mcchanjcal profession, have formed iDsiitutioos 
similar lo the one described above ; most of nhich haveob' 
lained acts of incorporation, and all of ihem ate found to be 
very benefiaal in llie [jrumolioii of lliose charitable purposes 
for which ihey were created. By a reference to page 143 , a 
>Hsi of their names, fco. Riay be seen. ^^^ 

FIBB OEFABTMENT FUND.. ^^M 

TIte object ofthis fund, which is created by "the money arising 
from chimney-tines, certificates, and donations," is the "re- 
lief of aucht disabled Firemen, or their families," as may be 
deemed wortliy of assistance. The principal of this fund, 
however, cannot be impaired in granting relief; thennly in- 
come arising therefrom, may be thus appropriated- All applica- 
tions for relief must be made to the Trustees, whose duty il is 
to inquire into the situation of the applicant, end grant such 
assistance as in their opinion, circumstances may require- 
Those entitled to relief are — "all Firemen whU« doing duly 
as such, and being indigent ; all Firemen who have been disa- 
bled while doing duty as such, and having become indigent 
and infirm ; and all Firemen having served ten years as sdcIi, 
and shall resign thereafter, having become indigent and infirni.'' 
Xhe widows and orphans of all such persons are also entitleJ 
to assistance. In their last annual report, dated December 4, 
1826, the Trustees state tiiBt seventy-one widotea vete then on 
the peiision-lisi, and receivingeach twenty-tive dollars per an- 
num i that more than J2578, had been expended in charitie- 
during that year, of which pensioned widows had receiveii 
above $1733, and sick and poor Firemen and their families, 
$543 ; and that above $342 had been appropriated to the 
purchase of shoes and books, for 2~n children then at the va- 
rious public schools in this city. 

For further particulars respecting the Fire Departmenl 
»«o Ihe appropriate head. 
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Whether Masonry be considered rs a scientific, a moral, or 
a charitable institution ; of, (as is die fact) all three combined, 
we feel no hesitation in saying that it sustains as high a ranli 
in New- York, as in any city in the known world. In this 
place, however, it is proper to notice it tuerely as the agent 
of a most liberal and extensive benevolence. How many un- 
protected widows are daily rescued from want and despair, by 
its benign influence ! What numbers'nf orphans are preserved 
from ignorance and infamy by its bounty ! It feeds the hungry; 
clothes the naked; entertains the stranger; visits the sick; 
relieves the prisoner ; and consoles the afilicied in every situ- 
ation. In short, the Masonic Societies of New- York, are every 
way worthy of its elevated character and splendid di stiny. 

For a list of the Musnnic Lodges in this city, with the times 
and places of their meeting, see Appendix 
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The citizens of New- York are notnorc conspicuous for 
attention to the temporal wants of the poor and destitute, 
for their unwearied exertions in the distribution of spirit- 
'fe>f charities, both at home and abroad. More than thirty so- 
' cielies now exist in this city, whose funds are devoted exdu- 
sively to this pious purpose ; while assistant auxiliary, and sup- 
plementary ins liiu lions, are almostdaily springing up around 
us. Innumerable streams of private contribution supply the 
means of operation, which are not permitted to remain inac- 
tive by the zealous managers. Of each of these instiludons it 
will be proper to take a brief notice ; and as the sacred Scrip- 
tures are acknowledged, by every sect, to be the basis and 
standard of the Christian faith, it will be most iu order to pla,ce 
M the head of this article, 

^ BIBLE SOCIBTIES. 

The American BiSfc Soci'ef^; was instituted in May, 1816, 
a convention of delegates from Bible Sotiw.veiVn^ffiiei^iM. 
r(s of (he United Slates. Ite aKaiia iwt <itt\AsifS«.«i.\i'i ■»- 




TtBLIOtODS SOCtETIEE. 

^Board of Managers, consisting of thirty-six laymen, of whom 
F!tweniy-four must be residpnis of the city of New- York or its 
vicinity. This Board holds state<l meetings on the first Thurs- 
day ofevery Month, at 4 o'clock P. M. at the Society's House, 
No. 115 Nassau-street ; or oflener if business require. Tbe 
anniversary meeting of the 6'octe(y is held annually, on the 
second Thursday of May, ai 10 o'clock, A. M. at New-York 
or Philadelphia, as determined by vole at the preceding an- 

The sole object of this Institution, as expressed in its con- 
stitution, is lo "encourage e. wider circulation of the Holy 
Scriptures, jeithout jtote or comment. The only copies in the 
English language lo be circulated by the Society, shall be of the 
version now in common use." A subscription oi three dollars 
per annum entitles a person to membership. A subsoripiion of 
thiriy dollars, at one time, constitutes the donor a meinber for 
Viie ; ^Jieen dollars per annum, makes him a director ; and 
the sum of one hundred and fifty dollars, secures him that 
honour for life. 

According lo the tenth annual report ofthis institution, dated 
May, IS26, there had been issued from its Depository, in ibis 
city, up to that period, 440.047 Bibles and Testaments ; ex- 
clusive of a large number issued by the Kentucky Bible Society, 
and printed from the stereotype plates of the New- York insti- 
tution. 

The Society's House, No. 115 Nassau-street, is a large 
commodious edilice, comprising a capacious Depository, an 
extensive Printing apparatus. Bindery, ic. &c. all of which 
are politely shown to strangers, and others, who feel a desire 
lo inspect them. 

The following Societies (if they still retain a separate exis- 
tence] have been admitted as auxj7iar«es to the above ; some 
of them, however, it is believed, have since become compo- 
nent parts of the principal. 

TAe Nevj-York Eibk Society was instituted in November, 
1809. Its concerns are conducted by a President, six Vice- 
Presidents, two Secretaries, a Clerk, Treasurer, and a Board 
of Managers, consisting of thirty-one. Like the Society 
above mentioned, it recognizes no distinction of sect or creeds, 
but assbts in circulating the Bible without note or comment. 
The anniversary meeting ofthis society is on the first Monday 
of December; and the Board of Managers hold stated meet- 
ing* on the third Mondays of January,, March, May, July, 
September and November. 
L T^e Auxiliary Netc-York Bible Sodelij ^^ \«s<\v»: 
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June, i8l3. lis affairs are managed by a President, foui- 
Vice- Presidents, a Secretary, Tressurer, Clerk, and aeven- 
teeo Directors, who hold staled uieelingsan the third Mondays 
of February, August and November. 

The New-York Fenuih AHxiliary Bible Society was insti- 
tuted in May, 1816, by a number of ladies a iiache d lo dif- 
ferent denominations. Its affairs are conducted by a tjrst 
second Directress, a Treasurer, Secretary, and tbirty- 
Managers. Stated meetings, on the lirst Wednesday of dvi 
month. 

The Feiaak JuoeniU Auxiliary Bible Sncieti/ was instil 
led in October, lijlG; and the management of ita alTuirs assign- 
ed [o a Directress, Treasurer, Secretary, andeighiManagers, 
who meet ou the second Saturday of every month. 

The Marine Bible Sodetg was instilued in March, ISI*'. 
Its aflairs are conducted Jny a President, four Vice-Presidenis, 
two Secretaries, a Treasurer, and thirty-six Managers, who 
meet once every three months. Annual meeting, on the third 
Monday of April. 

The Nnn-Vork African Bible Society was instituted in 
Match, 1817; and its alTairs are Cduducied by a President, 
two Vice-Presidents, a Treasurer, Secretary, and eight Man- 
agers. 

The Neio-York Union Bible Society was insiiluled in June 
1S16, and its aSturs are nmuaged by a President, Vice-Presi- 
dent, two Secretaries, a Treasurer, t^bdl; and seven Direc-,. 
tors, who meet once a month. ^T J 

BIBLK AND COMMON F&AVEII BOOK SOCIETIES. ^ 

TIte Neie-York Bible and CommottPrayer Book Society was 
instituted in September, 1809- Its affairs are under the manage- 
ment of the Bishop of the diocese, who is President ex-o^- 
cio, and by ministers and lay members of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church. 

AuKiliary Nea-Yorl: Bible and Common Prayer Book So- 
ciety. This inslitution, which was formed on the 26lh, of Janu- 
ary, 1816, is governed by a Board of lay members of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, consisting of a President, three 
Vice-Presidents, two Secretaries, a Treasurer, an Agent, and 
eighteen Managers, who meet every other month 
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nELIGIOUS TRACT 9 



E success which uniformly attended thelalnMiv*%'i(ftjt'i _ 
'ract Societies in EnglaniJ, sooneTvtum^ij.ei'^it v^w**^^ 
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our country (o uodertake the establishmeat of similar insti- 
tutions. In ihe year 1809, the first organized society was 
formed in this city, for the diu«minalion o( religious tracts^ and 
in the foUuwing year ihe Protestant Episcopal Tract Socielti 
was instituted. After watching the progress of these societies 
for about two years, the Methodist became convinced of their 
practical efficacy, and erected another, for the dissfmi nation of 
(heir own particular tenels,which they termed the New- York Me- 
thodist Trad Societtf. Other sects soon imitated the Uuda- 
ble example ; until, it thi? moment, there is scarcely a congre- 
gation in the city which is not zealously employing the same 
means to circulate their doctrines throughout their country. 

The American Trad Societt/ was instituted in May, 1805, 
nnd is composed of different denominations of Christiaas ; and 
(heir constitution forbids any two members of tbe same denomi- 
nation serving in (he Publishing Cammittee ; Nor can any 
Tract lie published which has been objerted to, by any one mem- 
ber of that committee, Each subscriber of two dollars annu- 
ally, is a member; and each subscriber of twenty dollars at 
one time is a member for life. Each subscriber of five dollars 
annually, is a Director; and each subscriber of fifty dollars 
at one time, or who, by one additional payment, increases his 
original subscripiion tu lirty dollars, is a Director for life. 
Members are entitled to tracts annually, to the value of one 
dollar ; and Directors to the value of two dollars ; or, if pre- 
ferred, they may ^pive tracts at any one time lo the value of 
half the sum given. 'I'he Society meet annually, on Wednes- 
day immediately preceding the second Tliursday Ja May, at 
their House, No. 144 Nassau-street. The affairs of this insti- 
tution are managed by a Board, consisting .of a President, eigfat- 
leen Vice-Presidents, a Cdhres ponding Secretary , a Recording 
Secretary, a Treasurer, and thirty-sis Directors; all of whom 
lire chosen at the annual meeting. The Board of Directors 
elect, annually, by ballot, a Publishing Coramiiiee, a Distri- 
buting Committee, and a Finance Committee; each consisiingoi 
not less than three, nor moi-e than six members. The mem- 
bers of these three committees constitute an Executive Com- 
mittee, to conduct the business of the Society, and are, ex-o^- 
cio, members of the Board. 

A large and commodious building has been erected for the 
use of this Society, at the corner of Nassau and Spruce-streets, 
near Chatham -street, fronting the Park. This edifice is four 
litories high, exclusive of the basement story, with a front of 
eighty feet on Nassau-street, and a gable end of forty-eiglit 
&0t on .Spruce-street. ThefitttflootcuftUxftsa.toomfor.li^ 



sale of Tracts, and three suits of offices, wliicli are rented 
fur other purposes. In the second story are rooms for the use 
of [he several Commitiees, and of the Board, and the general 
Depository of Tracts. The third story is occupied principal- 
ly by the Bindery, Folding-room, and the Stereotype Finish- 
ing-room ; the Foundery being in the basemen! story. The 
fourth slory and garret is occupied by the Printing establish- 
nient ; vhere jiower presses are carried by steam, mules, &c. 

The New-York lieligioua Tract Society was instil u led in 
1807, and re-organiKed in February, 181^. Its affairs have 
since been conductedby a President, two Vice- Presidents, o Sec- 
retary, Treasurer, Clerk, and twenly-four Managers, who arc 
chosen annually on the second Wednesday of February. The 
slated meetings of the Board are on the first Tuesday of every 
other month, beginning with February. During the ~y ear ending 
May, 1S2^, this society issued no less than 754,930 Tracts and 
children's books. They have since resolved to become an Attx- 
ihary 10 Ihe American Trad Society, and have committed 
to that Institution such of their stereotype plates and engrav- 
ings as were deetfied useful by the Publishing Committee, re- 
serving only enough to extinguish the debts of their own So- 
ciety, and provide for the wants of the current year. 

The Female Tract Society was iDstituted as a branch of the 
foregoing, and is now an Auxiliary of the American T^-act 
Societi/. The ladies who compose it, are very sealous and ac- 
tive in the cause, and have co-operative branches in almost 
every Presbyterian congregation in the city. Their contribu- 
tions to the general society in a few months amounted to ^507- 
83 cents. 

Tlie Young Men's Auxiliary Tract Society was instituted iii 
1815, and in a fetv months contributed $100 to the funds of 
the parent institution. They also have flourishing Auxiliaries 
in the South Baptist and Seventh Presbyterian churches. 

The New-YorA- MeUiodist Tract Sodetyviaa formed in 1812. 

Its affairs are conducted by a President, Treasurer, Secreiary, 

and twelve Managers, who are elected, annually, in the 

nionth of April, and hold stated meetings four times a year. 

t The Protestant Episcopal Tract Society was instituted 

KISIO; and holds its annual meetings in November, 

f MisSIONABV SOCIETIES. 

The Neto-York Missionary Society is composed principally 

of members of the Presbyterian denomination, including the 

Reformed Dutch Church. Itsobiect'is to evangelize the Indian 

I Tribes nn the borders of the United SlWes. \vs ■;&««» i»st 

Miflna^ed by a Board of twenty -owe O'HctVms, i4.'?'£«\4w.'^,^'>'**"' 
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Vice-Presideu(3, a Treasurer, Corresponding Secretary, and 
Clerk; all of whom are elected annua}ly, on the firsi Tuesday 
of April. They hold regular meetings on the Qrsi Monday of 
every month. 

The Young Men's MisHonary Sodely, was formed in Janu- 
• ary, 1809, as an auxiliary to the foregoing. In February, 18J(i, 
however, it resolved to appropriate its funds tn the sole pur- 
pose of propogatiiig the gospel among white gentiles nearer 
home. What success has attended their exertions, in this re- 
spect, we have never learned. 

The United Foreign Mistianary Society, was organized on 
the 28th of July, 1817j " in consequence of a recommEnda- 
lion of the General Assembl; of the Presbyierian Church, the 
General Synods of [he Reformed Dutch,und Associate Reform- 
ed Churches. Its object is to spread the gospel among the 
Indians of .North America, the inhabitants of AJexico and 
South America and in other pnrtions of the heathen andantt- 
cliristian world." Its concerns are managed by a President, 
six Vice-Presidents, a Corresponding and Recording Secreta- 
ry, a Treasurer, and twelve Managers ; all of whom are elec- 
ted, annually, on the Wednesday preceding the second Thurs- 
day of May, and meet on the fourth Monday of every month. 

The Female Missianary Society, was instituted m the vear 
1816, for the purpose uf employing a missionary atneng the 
ignorant and destitute of this cily, ami its immediaie neigh- 
bourhood. The affairs of this society are managed by a First 
and Second Directress, a Treasurer, Secretary, and ten Mana- 
gers, who meet on ihc sucond Monday of May and November, 
to transact business. They liave also prayer-meetings, on the 
first Tuesday of June, September, December, and March. 

The American Society for Ecangtlizing the Jews, was insti- 
tuted on the 30th of December, 1S16. Its iRana<:ement is 
assigned to a President, Vice-President, Secretary, a Trea9«rer, 
and seven Managers; all of whom are elected, annually, on 
the last Monday of December, and meet regularly on the thirtl 
Thui'sdaynfeveryoibermonih, beginning with January. 

The Society far mipporfin^ tin gospel amoTig the poor in 
the city of New-Vork, was instituted in November, 1813, 
"for the piirposeofmaintaininga stated preacher to the Aims- 
House, Hospital, Bridewell, Prisons, and other receptacles of 
the indigent and wretched, who are not otherwise supplied witli 
the stated ministrations of the gospel." The affairs of this 
society are managed by a President, Treasurer, Secretary, and 
W Trustees, who are elected annually, on the first Wednes- 
dajrof December, and ho\d tv^attetVj w\eeiM*^ ^^'Sm 
Tuesday of February, May, A.«?,aa\. Mi4''SwMEi«s. 

_l ^_ 
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K Besides the above, there ii the Baptist Missianart/ Society, 
Bie Baptist Female MUsionary Society ; the Evangelical 
Society of Young Men; all of wliom are engaged in the same 
general object. There is also an Episcopal Society, instituted 
for the purpose of procuring funds for the Cormiiitlee of Mis- 
sions of the Protestant Episcopal Church of this diocese. 

I - I 

■ CHAPTER XI. ■ 

I^L GOVERNMENT OP THE OITT or NEIV-TORK. , ^"^1 



The government of this city is vi 
cil, consisting ofthe Mayor, Recorder, fourteen Aldernen, and 
fourteen Assistant Aldermen ; the city being at present divided 
into fiiurteen irards, each of which is represented in CointDon 
Council by one Alderman and one Assistant- Every new ward 
that may hereafter be crenled, will, of course, add two more 
members to the corporation. The slated regular meetings of 
this body for the transaction of business, are held every Mon- 
day evening, at the Council Room, in the City Hall, which is 
fitted up, for that purpose, in an elegant and commodious man- 
ner. The chair for the Mayor is the same that was used by 
General Washington when he presided al the first Congress, 
which was held in this city. It is elevated by a few steps, on 
the south side ofthe room and surmounted by a canopy. The 
Aldermen sit in a circular form, in the body of the room, and 
at the upper end, imroediaiely below thechair, there is a table 
for the clerk of the council. Neither the Mayor, Recorder, 
nor Aldermen, wear any distinguishing dress or insignia of 

Besides the power belonging to the Corporation of enacting 

all municipal laws, and of enforcing their observance under 

proper penalties, the Mayor, Recorder, and Aldermen, are 

(by virtue of their office) justices ofthe peace, having power to 

L)Bold courts of general sessinns, and to decide as to all offences 

■lEOtDing under the cognizance of the regular justices of the 

^'jjeace. They are likesvise included in the commission of Oyer 

' and Terminer for the trial of capital offences ; and hold a 

court of Common Pleas, called the Mayor's Court, in which 

civil actions are tried af every description. Of the latter 

court, the Hon. John T. Irving is now the presiding i^d^ 

K It belongs to the Mayor and \VdevTOftiv,"s\\o^"S'&wi.'iw<'<»ft'^ 
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r^vlate all kvies of public raooey, previously 
wthor'tEed by the legislaime. for supporting ihe puor, and 
other necessary purposes. All laies in the city and couoly 
of ?i*w-York are raised by l»ws, especially enacted for the 
purposf^ by the ItigislBiure. 

On tht^ first Monday n( November, annually, the eleciora cf 
each ward choose, by ■ general ballot, an Alderman, Assistant 
Alderman, two Ataeasiirs, one Culleclor, and twu Conaables. 
On the first Monday of Janiiarj following, the new AJdermen 
are sworn into oifice, alter wliich they choose a Mayor for (he 
current year. Tlie SherifT, Coroner, Register, and Clert of 
the county, are elected by ihr people, once in three years, or 
as often as a vacancy happens The Sheriff can hold no other 
office, and is ineligible for the next three years al\er his term 
of office expires. 

Every male citizen of the age of iwenty-one year's, who has 
Ijeen an inhabiiani of the state one year preceding ihe annual 
election, and for ihclai<t six raunlhs, a resident in this city, is 
entitled to n vote at every annual election — provided he has 
paid a tax to the stale or county, assessed upon his real or per- 
sonal properly, or is by law exempted from taxation — or if. 
being armi^d and equipped according lo law, lie has within the 
year, performed military duty in the militia of this gtsie, — or 
if he be legally exempted from such duly. 
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|K The ^itties of the Police are discharged by three Jastii 
IlKppointed for the purpose by the Common Council, and ve-^i 
moveable at pleasure. The Chancellor, Justices of the sn- 
prenie courl,jand members of the common council, as conser- 
vators of the peace, may attend and assist the police justices. 
A court is held every day (escept Sunday) at which one at 
least of the Justices, and the Police Clerk must be in constani 
attendance, at sunrise, every mi>rning, to take cognizance of 
offences committed during the nislit. against the good order 
and peace of the city- Besides the ordinary dutiesof examin- 
ing persons brought up for breaches of the peace, and other 
ul!'ences,andbindingoverlhe parties to prosecute at the sessions, 
when this appears necessary, the police magistrates possess 
powers, in certain cases, similar to those exercised by the Al- 
dermen of the city out of the sessions. These relate to illigi- 
timate children, apprentices, servants, vagrants, vagabonds, 
&c &c. The acceptance of iipecial bail; the adminisiering 
cf oaths in causes before the coMit q^ 



taking ofai&davits to be read there, come also nithiD ilie pow- 
ers of the magistrates of police. For these services, ttrfy re- 
ceive the same fees as the Aldeimen: and for the dischargiog 
Ihe other duties of their ofics, they and tiieir clerk are paid 
aa annual salary of seven hundred and fifty dn]br& each, which 
comes «ut of the funds of the city i besidiv fee» ol office. Re- 
cognizances taken in other couDiies for the appearance of par- 
ties or witnesses in the city courts ; copies of those taken to 
keep the peace, brfore any dthei- court in the city ; and those 
from persons licensed to retail spirituous liquors, are all lodged 
in the police office, under the custuJy of the clerk. ,^h 

Mayor I Court, or Court of Common Pleas. This tribuna^^ 
holdii its sittings on the third Monday of every month, and 
judges in all eases within its jurisdiction, whether real or per- 
sonal. Actions for debt, exceeding jf'lM may be removed 
from it, at any time belbre.,udgiDem; and a Her judgment, all 
its decisions, without exception, may be reviewed by the Su- 
preme Court. I he charier of this Court is dated April '22, 
IfiSS. It is supposed to resemble in its form of proceedings the 
Court of King's Beiich in ICngland As a ~ Court of .1 ustice, 
the Mayor's Court of this city stands deservedly high in pub- 
lic estimation. 

Court of Semons. This court sits on ibu Brst Monday of 
every month, and consists of the Recorder, and two Alder- 
men. It determines in all cases of felnoy, and of offences 
cutnraitted within the city, and has power to appoint special 
sessions of the peace for the same purposes, but these are 
never resorted to. The Judges compositig the Court of Oyer 
and Terminer, consist of the Rectwder and Aldermen, assisted 
by one or more of the Judges of the Supreme Court, who are 
authorized to meet by a special act tif the Legislature, without 
any commission. Three members constitute a court, of whom 
a judge of the Supreme court must be one. This court tries 
all cases of treason, felony, and oiher inferior crimes. lis 
periods of meeting are fixed by the supreme court. Courts of 
Oyer and Terminer were first establish>?d here in \6%S. 

Marine Court. This tribunal consists of three judges, two 
of which must always preside, or no legal decision can be ob- 
tained. They meet every day in the week, (except Sundays, 
and holy-days,) at 10 o'clock, A. M. and are empowered li> try 
actions for debt to tl>e amount of, from fifty to one hundred 
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{ of assault and battery, or false imprisonment, 
among teamen and passengers. It is distinct I'rom all otber 
courts of justices ; has no power [o hold sessions of ihe peacej 
but as to keeping the peace, il has the same power as other 
magistrates. 

Ward Digtrict VourTs. Besides the Marine Court, there are 
five Mm'taritjuiticet, each of which holds a court every day, 
In his panii-'ulBr district. The first district c<imprise5 ihe^rsf, 
second, and third Wards ; the second district comprises the 
fourth and sixth wards; the third district comprises ihe Jijih 
eighth, anA fourteenth •K^iAs; the fourth district comprises ' 
setienth,lKnlhani thirttenth wards; and the fifth district ci 
prises the ninth and tioetflh wards. A.\ these courts are t 

questions of debt and trespass to the amount of Jifiy dolU 

Thej also determinecases where penalties Hresuedforunderthe 
act for levying duties "on strong liquors, and for regulating inns 
and taverns;" or for violation of the city laws rfspecting cart- 
men, hackney coachmen, &c. and generally all a 
petent to all other justices in the state, ivhere the a: 
not exceed filiy dollars. 
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Although it is admitted that this department is as wdl regula- 
ilin the city of New- York, as in any other populous city in the 
United States, yet it is obvious to every one that there is much 
room for improvement. The safety of our lives and property, 
should be entrusted to men worthy of the most implicit confi- 
dence; and to procure such men for our nightly guardians a 
better compensation should be offered than is now given. In- 
deed, the Watch Department of such a city as New- York, 
ought of right la be a guard of honour, entitled to such pay 
and prerogatives, as would make the situation desirable for the 
most respectable of our younger citizens. It ought to be placed, 
at least, on a level with the fire-department, and thesameor 
equal priviledges extendt;d lo the watchmen ; each of whom 
should give ample security for the faithful discharge of his da- 
ties. After having served a certain number of years, he might 
then retire, and remain for life exempt from military or jury 
duty, while some other enterprising youne man succeeded lohis 
situation, as guardian of the public safety. Were the De- 
{larlment permanently placed on such a footing, its benign rnid 
salutary effects would be speedily lell and acknowledged. 

This department, at present, is under the immediate direi> 
i&Hi of the CorpOiattOQ^ who a^^ouvV ^n lt\e &nt iaataiice^d|^ 
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housel)oldera, being citizens of the stale, to act as " Captaintof 
the Night fVatch." It is the duly of ihe Captains, under tlie 
direction of the Waich Comioitiee, to fix the rounds of the 
'WatchineD, prescribe their duties, and vbil their stBllonB. 
•When a Watchman is giiilly of misconduct, the captain or the 
district may suspend him till the pleasure o( the Coratnon Coun- 
cil is known He must make a return, early in the morning, 
to the Justices of the Police, uf the number and names of 
nratchmen atiending the preceding night, and the de I'aulls, if 
toy. £ach captain receives $1 87^ cents for every night's 
"wrvice in that capacity. 

The watchmen are divided into companies, and to each com- 
pany is added twelve persons denominated sabstitutei, to act 
lia case of absence of the-regular watchmen. If found sleep- 
ling, or unnecessarily absent, or intoxicated while on duty, or 
?uility of disorderly behaviour, the watchmen are dismissed, 
'heir duty is to receive offenders into custody, and to detain 
them until discharged. Their salary is 87^ cents for every 
night's services. 

Besides the particular duly allotted to them in their re- 
spective districts, the captains and watchmen, in case of a riot, 
'" fder, or on aay^ necessary occasions, must assist those ia 
Her districts. Captains or Watchmen, who do not obey the I 
'dersof the members of the corporation, orof the justices of 
e police, are removed from office. 

riBE OBPARTHENT. 

Previous to the year 1798, the citizensof New- York volunla- 
rUy engaged in taking the charge and management ofthe Fire 
Engines. It having been deemed expedient, however, to cre- 
ate an orgattized body, placed in a more permanent footing, the 
Legislature granted an act of incorporation, on the 20ib day 
of March, in the nbove year, by which the Firemen ofthe 
city of New- York were " constituted and declared to be a 
body politic, in fact and in name, by thenameof the "Fire- 
Department:" — to continue until the first Tuesday in April, 
ISIO. On the 12th of April, 18l€, this charter tras renew- 
ed for a longer term, which will not expire until the lirEt of 
May, 18S!J. 

By the rules and regulations of the Common Council, a 
Chief Engineer is appointed, with a salary of jtSOO dollars 
per annum, to whom is confided the sole and absolute con- 
Iroul over all persona belonging to \W 4x«-ifcv**TO«.^^^ *>^<^ 
charge of the fire engines, 6re buckets, \\«v»«k, »»&.'&. 'J'^*^ 
Cc2 
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fire apparatus. Tbese he examines twice every yeat', and re- 
^rtsto the Common Council aslc>theircoDdilion,tDgetber with 
the names o( the members of the dilTecent associations ; which 
repoMiis published in the newspaperaevery month of January. 
He wo reports all accidents by fire, the number and degcrip- 
tion of tile buildings destroyed or injured, the names and oc- 
cupations of the suBeres, an d the probable causes of the fire, 
which are registered by the City Inspector. 

Fire Wardens are appointed by the Common Council ,- and 
nltnched to such company in the ward, having an engine, as 
the Mayor judges proper. 

They receive a certificnie of appointment under the seal 
of the Mayorality. In every ward they fnrm separate compa- 
nies, choose, amongst themselves, a Foreman and Clerk, and 
make regulations for their own government. 

Vacancies are filled up on ihe recommendation of the Chief 
Engineer, but none are eligible unless they have been tiremeii 
for live years. Fire wardens proceed to the spot, on an alarm 
of firej assist in procuring wuierto the engines, prevent the 
hose from being Irodden on ; and keep idle and suspected per- 
sons at a distance. In the months of June and Di^cember 
they examitie all Gre-places, heailhs, chimnies, slgves and 
pipes, ovens, boilers, kellles, &c. and if defective, order the 
owners immediately to repair them : the penalty of non-com- 
pliance with these orders, is twenly-five dollars. They also 
examine all buildings, livery and other stables, hay-boats or 
vessels, and places where gunpowder, hemp, flax, tow, hay. 
m rushes, fire wood, boards, shingles, shavings, or other com- 
bustible materials, may be lodged, and give orders for thmrov-H 
moval, or safe custody, under a penalty of twemy-fivdMlfl 
lars. Reports of disobediance of orders to be made by the «^^| 
dens to the Foreman, under a penally of li'n dollars. *^ 

The firemen are divided in I o companies, and choose a Fore- 
man, Assistant, and Clerk, out of ihejr own number. Their 
duly Is to convey the engines lo where a fire breaks out, and 
to work them under the direction of the engineer. To accus- 

»tom them to this, and to keep the engines in order, the firemen 
draw ihem oat, work and clean them, in the months of May, 
June, July, August, Septemher, October, and November: 
penally of not attending a fire, three dollars ; of neglecting 
to cleanse the engine one dollar, besides being liable lo dismis- 
sal. Firemen also receive a certificate of appointment. As 
distinguishing badges at fires, the members of ihe Coromoa 
Council carry a wand Vfifti a ^Mei v^^^^^^o-^^^^ip i '•>* 
Kjiginecr wears a Vea\\i« w?, ¥»aW4 -aVac, VvvV ^ ■^*ft'\ 
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&ont, and afineengiiie blossomed ihereon, and carry a spei 
mg trumpet, painied black, vritli ihe uords " Chief Engineer^ 
^'Engineer No. 1," &c. in uhiie painteil on iheit caps. The 
fiie-nardens wear a hat, ibe brim black, the crown painted 
whitCj with Ihe city arms blazoned on the front, and carry a 
■peaking trumpet, painted white, with the ivord "Warden" in 
black. Tbe hreaien, have also iheirdislinguishing badges. 

When a building takes fire in the night, notice is Immediate- 
ly given, by the watchmen, to all the members of the Com- 
.•JDon Council, engineers, ftre-waidens, foremen, and bell- 
tingers, within their districts. The watchmen call out "Fire!" 
tbe bells are set a ringing, and the inhabitants place lighted 
'Can(ll>i8 at their windows, to facilitate the passage through the 
A'eeis: — neglect of duty in watchmen, subjects to a penalty 
ne hundred ilollars. 

□nstables and Marshails of the city attend, with their 
naves of office, and obey the orders of the members of the 
Corporation, under a penalty of ten dollars. No vessels, or 
Dther obstructions to be placed in the way of floating engines 
HI the river, under a penalty of fifty diillars. 

The occupier of every dwelling-house, in which a chim- 
ney, stove-pipe, or flue takes lire, through m^g^/ecf is liableto 
J/, penalty of ^5 dollars. Carpeniers must cause tb. ir ahav- 
^gs to be carefully put away every day after work, under a 
.penalty of $5 dollars. Tu light a fire in any street, toad, or 
lane, (except for boiling tar, not six feet from the end of the 
.way,) subjects to a penalty of j^lOdoUats. Hay or straiv in 
«ny stack or pile uncovered, within a certain district — and hay, 
JItraiv, hemp, flax, shavings, or rushes, kept in nny building, 
Mol built of stone or brick, and covered with lile or slaie 
ifvithin ten feet of any dwelling-house oi chimney, subject to a 
penalty of ^iH dollars, and ten dollars for every twenty-four 
rsthey remain after notice of removal. To use a lighted, 
lamp or candle in a storehouse, unless securely placed ' 
lantern, forfeits ten dollars.* 

At the last annual report of the Chief Engineer, (Ji 
Cox, Esq.) dated June 5 th 1S26, there were in the city, fot , 
two Engines in good order, and fouv Engines in indifferent 
order, five Hook and Ladder trucks, and one Hose Waggon, 
eight thousand seveii hundred and thirty-four feet of good 
Hose, eight hundred and fifty-one feet ofordinary, and sevenly- 
one feel of bad, making in the whole, (including six hundred 
feet at the New Alms-house,) ten thousand two hundred and 
fifty-six feet ; also, two hundred and fiity-five fire Buckets^ vs. 

■ ■ Virte PicWie ot tt«w-\<ii^k. m 
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good order. Also, Iweniy-eigbt Ladders and thirty Hooks. 
• The total number of Men belonging to the Fire Departmrni, 
Pt hen the Companies nre full, including the Eiigiaeersand 
K^e-Wardens, i« one Ihousawi three hnndred and fori j/-stten. 



The foilowiag is a list of the Civil Ufficers in the City and 
County of New'York. Those distinguished by an asieriak 
(') are elected by the people, at the General Election, on the 
first Monday of November, annually. A section (^1 denotes 
those who are elected once in three years. The others are ap- 
pointed by the Cnramon Council, and removable at pleasure; 
excepting the Recorder, and other Judicial OfBcers, who are 
appointed in the manner prescribed by the seventh teclioa ol 
Ihe/oui-f A article of the New Constitution of the state. 

Mayor, Recorder, 'Aldermen, "Assistant do. ^Sheriff, 
^Re^ster, § Coroner, >^ Clerk of the Cotinly, Clerk of the 
Common Council, Chamberlain, Comptroller, Collector of 
City Revenue, Collector of Ariearagesof Taxes, Collector! 
of Assessments, Street Commissioner, Assisiant.do. Superin- 
icndant of Streets, Assistant dn. City Inspector, Assistaais 
do. Superintendants of Repairs, Counsellor to the Board. 

Attorney, do. Publie Administrator, Surrogate, Judge of 

the Court of Common Plens, Judge of General Sessions, 
Judge of the Marine Court, Justices of Ward District Courii, 
Clerks of do. Police Justices, Clerks of do. Marshalis of do. 
First Marahail, High Constable, •Assessors, "Collectors, 
• Constables, Health officer, Resident Physician, Health Com- 
missioner, Superintendantofthe Alms-House, Commissioners 
of do. Clerk of do. House Physician and Sui^;eon Bellevue, 
Keeper of the PenitentiBr\ , Assistants do. Physician of the 
City Prison, Keeper of do. Keeper of Potters-Field, Keeper 
of the City Hall, Assistant do. Printers to the Corporation, 
City Surveyors, Clerks of the Markets, Inspector of Hacks, 
"Wharf Contractors, Inspector of Weights and Measures, Seal- 
ers of do. Regulater of Public Clacks, Engineers and Wardens 
H of the Fire Department, Captains i.f the Watch Districts, I 
mk apeciors, Guagers, Weighers, Measurers, &c. 

m. '^' 
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TsE location of thecit) of New-York. la admirably ada pted 
to(/ie purposes of CoiBmeic'is\E.n\c'C^T««. Qa tVOaw i 
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a majestic I'iver, communicating with the most fertile regions 
of the Western, Nortliern, and Eastern sections of the United 
" Stales ; and before her is an arm of the ocean unequalled for 
heauty and convenience by any other Bay in the world. This, 
with very feiv and rare exceptions, is o^en and unobstructed 
at all seasons in the year. With such superior natural advanta- 
ges, and a corresponding spirit of enterprise in her citizens, 
there is no wonder thai this city has become the grand empori- 
um of the Western World. The revenue collected at this 
port, amounis to about one fourth of the whole sum collected 
by the General Government throughout the United States ! 
From this circumstance alone may be derived some idea of her 
commercial greatness; but when the view is extended to her 
inland trade, by means of navigable rivers, and a Cana] of 
near four hundred miles in length, the idea must be much en- 
larged, and will consequently aproximate nearer to a correct 

The following table of exports, customs, and tonnage, da- 
ring the respective years, will show the increase of commercial 
since the year 1814, at which period our country was ii 
ed in war with Great Britain. 
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TOTAL. 
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A. D. 


DOMBBTIC. 


FOKKIGN. 


A. nr MX. 


DUTIIt. 


I8T5 


4,189,951 


74Ci,558 


4,936,509 


14,554,645 


1SI6 


10,475,985 


3,470,613 


13,946,598 


10,785,354 


1817 


nfi30,l97 


4,384,817 


17,024,014 


6,329,123 


18IB 


11,873,934 


5,720,237 


17,594,171 


8,259,011 


I8I9 


6,542,742 


4,318,923 


10,861,665 


6,480,633 


1820 


7,034,312 


4,785,199 


11,769,511 


5,487,974 


1821 


8,102,522 


4,022 123 


12,124,645 


7,243,542 


1822 


9,228,C3l 


6,177,063 


15,405,694 


9,941 702 


1823 


11,526,632 


9,563,064 


21,089,696 


9,022,135 


1824 


Ll,fi5r,312 


10,652,050 


22,309,362 


11,178,139 


1825 


19,257,r49'14,774,530 


34,032,279 


15,752,100 


1826 


1 0,743 ,84fi 


8,693,383 


1 9,437,229 


11,525,862 



t 



3STABLI3HMGNTS. 



It will naturally be supposed that such a rapid increase 1 
Imde as New- York has experienced since the revolution, ' 
have given existence to a corresponding number of commer- 
cial establishments. Rut whether the increase of such egtab- 
lishmenis be in exact ratio with the progress of commerce or 
jiot, it is a fact that there are now <^182T) Va Ww tw.-j , \«. »«« 



» 



<:esstul operation, sixteen Banks, with an aggregate capital oi 
^16,500,000 i (en Marine Insurance Gompunieg, whose roin- 
blnert capitals amouot lo jlt4,600,noo ; and thirty-one Fire 
Imsrajire Cnmpanin, with capitals proportionably liberal I 
All these together nith nthvr monied Inalilutions, Tvill be treat- 
ed of in tile proper place. 



' This edifice is located in Wiill-street, corner of Naisau-stiM 
on tbesite of tlieold City Hall, it isahandanmebrick building 
four stories in height, fronting the head of Broad-street, where 
ar* silLtaled the Public Stores, attached to this tslablishment. 

The hours of doing businens are from 10 o'clock A. M. un- 
til 3 o'clock, P. M. Bui Entries must be madf before one 
o'clock. There is a callector, two Deputy Collectors, a Cash- 
ier, an Auditor, a Navel Officer, Deputy Navel Officer; Sur- 
veyor aod Inspector Deputy do. four Inspectors of the Reve- 
nue, and sixteen Clerks, who have desks in the public rooms, 
to which th^re is every facility of access. This department 
takes cognisance of all goods, wares, and merchandize, import- 
ed into New-York, in American or foreign ships or vessels; 
aud also all pnsaengera< 

W'iih respect to passengers, it is required by law thai an 
entry be made at the Custnm House, on their arrival, of their 
names, clothes, tnoh, or implimeots of trade or professions, 
(all which are exempt from duty) and an oath taken respecting 
them ; the form of which, anrf of the entry, to be bad at the 
effice gratis. Cabin passengers make this entry themselves, 
and pay twenty cents each for a permit ; on exhibiting 
which, to the Custom House Officer on board, ibey are allow- 
ed to remove their baggage, after it has been inspected. Only 
one entry and pe-mit is necessary for a family, and only twen- 
ty cents demanded, whatever may be the number ol the faini- 
!y. Remains of sea-stores, such as tea, sugar, foreign spirits, 
and wines, are liable to pay duties ; but unless these are 
of great bulk or quantity, they are generally allowed to pass 
free. 

An entry is usually made, hy the master of the vessel ; of 
ihe steerage passengers and their baggage ; they pay eacli 
twenty cents for a permit. When entry is made by any per- 
son not the owner ; he gives bonds for payment of the duties, 
if any ; and if, after entry is made at the Custom House, and 
the oath taken, any article liable to pay duty is found beloi 
tflg to a passenger, aod not specified in tFie en(ri|, it is forfdl 
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and the person in whose baggage the article is found, subject- 
ed in trfbli the value. 

In addition to the foregoing regulations, it is provided by a 
law of the Slate, that every mnsier of a vessel arriving from a 
foreign country, or from any other cif the United States. " shall, 
within iwenly-four hours after entering his vessel al the Custom 
House, make a report in writing, on oath, to the Mayor; on 
in case of his sickness or absence, to the Recorder of the said 
city, of the name, age, and occupation, of every person who 
shall have been, brought as passenger in such ship or vessel on 
her last voyage, upon pain of forfriting, for every neglect or 
omission to make such report, the sum of seventy-five dollars 
for every alien, and the sum of fifty dollars for every other 
person neglected to be so reported as aforesaid." The mas- 
ter must also give bond, that none of his passengers shall 
become chargeable upon the poor rates of the city for the 
space of two years. If he permit un alien to come ashore be- 
fore he grants this bond, he subjects hiniself toa penally of ^ tie 
hundred dollars. 

Ftes of ojice to Ike CoOector and Naval Oj^cc-— Entry 
of a vessel of 100 tons or upwards, two dollars and 6fly cents ; 
Clearance of a vessel of lOU tons or upwards, two dollars and 
fitVy cents; Entry of a vessel under 100 tons, one dollar end 
fifty cents; Clearance of a vessel under 100 tons, one dollar 
and fifty cents; Every post Entry, two dollars; Permit to 
land goods, twenty cents; Every Bond taken ofTtcially, forty 
cents; Permit to load goods, for re-exportation for draw- 
back, thirty cents; Debenture or other official certificate, 
twenty cents: Bill of health, twenty cents; Official document 
(register excepted) required by any person, iweitty cents. 

To the Surveifor. — Admeasuring and certifying the same, of 
every ship or vessel of 100 tons nnd under, per ton one cent ; 
Admeasurement of every ship or vessel above 100 tons, and 
not exceeding 200 tons, one dollar and fifty cents; Above fiOO 
tons, two dollars; For all other services on board any ship or 
vessel of 100 tons or upwards, having on baard goods, wares, 
or merchandize, subject to duly, three dollars; For like ser- 
vices on board any ship or vessel of less than 100 Ions, one 
dollar and fifty cents ; On iW vessels not having on board 
goods, wares or mercliandiee, subject to duty, 66 2-3. 




Tbe above Id include r . . 
■11 Dlher boxes of tesa, according I 
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41» MMWyACTUraa. 


3U 


(^ueinbDus - - .151 


Spikes in bags - • 


- 31 


Hemp in baleg - . 6 










L Z^ad (while in oil) kegs 8 




in ca<kji - - 


- 12 








- 8 




■ So. do. ifthekeginfe 






■ IB 




■ packed in Ulidi 100 






- IG 




■ lbs. can, ii allaned 


s 


ill caakB - - 


- 12 




■ far Ihe bogihead. 




mbalet . - 


- 3 


% 


■ I>a<l(»l>iledry)inclH. 6 




Tobacco in boxei - - 


- 15 


■■ 


1,-— freddry)i„d«. 5 
m -—(red inoU do - lOj 




Wire in cBBki - - 


■ B 






Whiting in cask! - - 


- loj 


m 



WABPENS OF THE POET. 

Office 55 Wall-Street. 
Vesseli and goods arriving in a damaged stale, and requir- 
ed to be sold at auction forthebenefil ofundertrriters out of 
Ifce city of New-Vork, must be under the inspection of the 
' wardens, who may be required to cerlifv the cause of the dam- 
i^e, and amount of sale and charges. Fees as follov/s : — 1| 
|Wr cent, on gross amount of sales ; and for each survey on 
board ofan)' vessel, at any Store, oi' along the docks or wharves, 

fS on damaged goods; each survey on hull, spars, rigging, 
c $5; each certihcate Sl,33; do. of distress of said vessel 
$2,50; same services for vessels pacing foreign duties and 
tonnage, double. 

HABBOUH U ASTERS. 

Office corner of Fulton and IValer Slreels. 

Fees. — On vessels unloading Ij cents per ton. Vessels 
paying foreign duties and tannage, double ,' which must be paid 
within 48 hours after nrrival. ^ 

Schooners and Sloops in the coasting Trade, 2 dollars. Fmw 
adjusting any difference respecting situation, 2 dollars. ^H 



Sealers' Fees. — Beams, Yard and Dry Measure, 12j cents 
each. Liquor Dn. 3 cents. Weights 3 to 6 cents, with » 
reasonable compensation for a^usting. 



INSPBCTOKS' FEBE. 



Every wt. of I4lbs. or upwards, ctB. 
mailer denomination. 



Every liquid n 

Every yard, and (Jry measure, 

yfivery scale beaatf - - - . 



1 
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Chargeable per mottlh, at egtabHahed by the Nem-YorL 
Chamber of Commerce at a stated meeting held on tfit second 
o/ JMorc/f, 1S19. 



JUmandfl in frailB or pack^ c 
Alum in caiki or bsgi per U 
Aibei, poland pearl, bbl, 

Betf, bbl. 

Bolllei. qt. ia maU ct or hmp 
Bark, qucrcilron in ca«ki, Ic 
Bagging cat. ioMC or iu bales 
Boiler in firkins ofeOlbs per 
Bntad;,«eeLiqunrt, 
Casdlei, bxi of 50 or 60 Ihi 



- Chocolalei 

Cocoa, in bags, per cwt. 

Coffee, in caaki, do. • 

Copperas, in caiks. jier too. 
Copper in pigs. - da ■ 



Collon Am. in >q bales, SOOlbi 12^ 

do. in round bales Jo, 16 

W.I.inproportiontoround 

. E.l.inbales,per3001b«. 9 

Cheeae, caski, bii or loose, cwl 3 
Duck, heary, per boll, - Ij 

.Raveus or Russia slieel. pc. I 

Dry gdi. in bis or b. 40 cu. ft 40 
Fish, pickled per bbl. - _- - U 

,1 bulk, per cwt 2^ 



Figs, ill frails 

" Flai, per too, 

Flaxseed, or other dry articles i 

' Horn . - 



erdryani. in bbls.4 
^ ,.....-atesof25iogoft.l5 

-in bhdi. of 40 to soft, 30 

Grain, in bulk, per bushel, - 1 
OioEer, in bagl, rev cwt- - - 2 
. Glass, window, ia bo«*fr60 n. ] J 
Gin, see Liquors. 
Hemp, per 



Hides, 


dried or sailed, per hide M 


Hardo 


areincnduor40cu.A. 40 


Indigo 






bars or bolls, per ton 30 




hoops, shts.ornailrods, 1.30 


Liquor 


iop-osofiaOgalsprpS 




-in quarter casks, . SJ 




-in pipe* or c^ ISO g 30 




tledinckf. orbaB.dB. bli 


Lealhe 


.per side, - - - - 1 


Lard i 


firkins of 601bs. - - 3 


Lead pig or sheet, per ton. . fflt 




dry or gr io oil per ton 40 


Mpla« 


n. per hhd. of 110 gals, 


(elh 


r casks in proportion) 30 


Nails > 


casks, per cwt, ■ - S 


Oil in hbds. or casks 110 gulls. 30 




cheBl«of30 flasks perch'l 


boi'd in bis or baskets das. IJ 


Piiinls 


in casks or kegs, <on 4U 


Perk, 


erhhl - - ? - . 6 


forter 


see Liquors. 


Peppe 


in bags per cwl. - . fU 


Pimen 


o in casks or bags CB-. 31 


Rice, in tierces, pel liorce - 12 




n hairdo, per half do. y 


Rag!, 


n bales, per cwt. - - 6 


Raisin 


Malaga in casks, - - 3 




do. io boxes, - - i 




—in olher pack, per cwl 2 




ee Liquors. 


Balipe 


re in bags per cwt, . i 




—in casks per cwl. - Si 


Sail in 


bags or bulk per bushel, 1 


Shot, i 


n casks per Ion, - - 3T 


Snap, 


n boxes ofaOtoGDlbs. 2 


SleBl i 


bars or biuldles per tun 3li 




loxesor tubs per toD, 4ti 


Sugar 


rawinbs.orlHsprcwlS 




do in casks, per cwt. SJ 


-' 


efineri,iDCa*iott>nck.3 



'/i 
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cents. 
Tobacco^manf. inkegsof lOOlbs. 2 
Wines, see Liquors. 
Woods, for dying, under covert. 50 

— I do. in yards - - - 585 

Whiting, in hdds. per ton - 37| 



cents. 
Tea, green or black in qr. chests 4i| 

in bxs in proportion to qr ch 

Tin, block, per ton, • - - 20 

in bxs. of usual size, pr. bx 1^ 

Tobacco, in hhds. per hhd. • 37| 
in bales or ser'ns, pr cwt 4 

On articles onwhich the rate is fixed by weight, it is under- 
stood to be on the gross weight, and on Liquors^ Oil, &c. on 
which the rate referaio gallons, it is understood to be on the whole 
capacity of the casks, whether full or not. — The proprietor of 
Goods to be at the expense of putting them in store, stowing 
away, 'and turning out of store. — All goods taken on stor- 
age, to be subject to one month's storage; if taken out 
within 15 days after the expiration of the month, to pay 
half a month's storage; if after 15 days, a whole month's sto- 
rage. 

RATES OF PILOTAGE. 

Every Pilot who shall take charge of fliiy vessel to the east 
ward or southward of the White Buoy, on the Eastern Ridge, 
near the Bar, anil conducts and moors safely such vessel to a 
proper wharf; or from the city to the southward or eastward 
of said buoy, is entitled by law, to the following rates, to wit: 
-—For vessels of the U. States, and those who are entitled by 
^ treaty to enter upon the same terms as American vessels, the 
' sums which follow : — Every vessel drawing less than 14 feet, 
1,50 cents per foot. . Do. drawing 14 feet^ and less than 18, 1 
75 cents per foot. Do. drawing 18 feet or upwards, !?^ 
cents per foot. The same rates of pilotage to be allowed, for 
any vessel that may be piloted any where within the Hook, 
whose master or owner does not wish the same to l-e brought 
to the city wharves. Half pilotage to be allowed to any pilot 
who shall take charge of a vessel to westward of the White 
Buoy. No pilotage whatsoever to be given to any pilot, u»- 
, less be shall take charge of a vessel to the southward of the 
upper Middle Ground, nor unless such vessel shall be of 70 tons 
burthen, provided the usual iifpal be not given, in which CMe 
half pilotage is to be allowed. Between the first day of Mqf 
vember and the firtt of April, inclusive, four Dollars additioti- 
al to be allowed, for vessels often feet water and upwards; if 
less than ten feet, two doUars- Ojie fourth additional in be 
given to the pilots, who shalb ltekA.^Wgej>^ vessels out of 
sight of the Light House. For every day any pilot shall be 
required to remi n board, three doHars ^«t d^^ « Y^vsssgx 



^l^^^V TRADB, COMMKRCE, 

vessels not entitled by treaty to enter on the same terras 

those of the U. 8. to payotie«t'oiinh adrtiiiooal to the piloi 

and also five dollars over and above the foregoing rates ol 

. pilotage. 



i 



Jor general adoption, and allotoerl b^ the 
Sen-Yfirk Chamber of Commerce, \ehen no ajfreemeat mbsials 
(a the contrary, e»tabli»hed at a »lalml meeting on the 2d ot 
March, 1819- 

Qn the Sale of Merchandise, 5 per cent. — Sale or Purchase 
of Stocks, I per cent — Specie, ^ per cent — Pofchase and 
Shipment of Merchandise, with funds in hand: — on Ihr ag- 
gregate amount of costs and charges, 2^ per cent — Drawinf 
or endorsing Bills in all cases, 2 ^ per cent — Vessels Selling □( 
Pitrchasing, 2j per cent — Procuring Freight, 5 per cenl— 
Collecting Freight on gi:neral average, 2J per cenl — Ouifiis ot 
(lisburaemejits, with lilads in hand, fj per eenl — EflVcting IMa- 
rine Insurance, in all cases, when the preaiinm does not ex- 
ceed 10 per cent, oa the ataount insured, \ per cent — Wlien 
the premium exceeds 10 per cent, on t\e amount of prfm-m 
5 perceni — Oolleccing Dividends on Stock, J percent — C. ' 
lecling delayed or litigated accounts, S per cent — Adjusiii . 
and collecting Insurance Losses. 21 per cent — Receiving am. 
paying Monies, from which no other commission is derive'*, 
[ jipr cent — Remitiances in Bills, in all cases, j per cent — 
Lanuing and re-shipping Good». from vessels in distress c»i 
the value, 2j per cent — Receiving and furwanling Goods, 
entered at the Cuslom-House, on the eaitie, I — and 2^ per 
cent on responsibilities incurred. 

ON INLAND BUSINESS. 

On the Sale of Merchandise, 2j per cent — Ptnchase and 
Shipment of Merchandise, ur accepting fur Purchases, with- 
out funds or property in hand, 2^ percent — Sale or Pure hasp 
of Stocks, i percent — Sale or purchase of S|iecie, J percent 
— Sale of Bills of Eichange wUh endorsement, J per cerrt — 
Sal* of Bank Notes or Drafts not current, I percent — Selling 
or enilorsing Bills of Exchange, 2} per cent — Selling or Pur- 
chasing Vessels, 2 J per cenl — Chartering to proceed to othei 
ports lo lood, 2i per cent — Proenring or collecting Freight, 
21 per cenl — Oulfiu or Diabunemenla, 2j per cent — CoHect- 
ii*g general average, 2j per cent — Effecting Marine Insurants 
I 99, in all cases, when the pretnmm doss uot exceed lO per ^^ 



sir 

on the atnount insured, ^ percent — When ihc premium ex- 
ceeds 10 per ceni, on the amount of premium, 5 per cent, — 
Adjusting and cbllecting Insurance Losses, if J per cent — Col- 
lecting Dividends od Stocks, \ per cent — Collecting Bills, and 
paying over the amount, or receiving and paying Monies ffoiu 
which no other CDnimission is derived, 1 per cent — Heceiv- 
ing and forwarding Goods, on the ralue, J per cent — The 
same when enteredfor duly or Debenture. 1 per cent — Kemit- 
tances in Bills, in all cases, I per cent. 

The above Commissions to be exclusive of the guarantee 
of debts for sales on Credit, Storage, Brokerage, and every 
other charge actually incurred. — The risk of loss by fire, un- 
less Insurance be ordered, and of robbery, theft, and other 
unavoidable occurrences, if the usual care be taken to secure 
the properly, is in all cases to be borne by the proprietor ol' 
the goods. — When bills are remitted for collection, and are 
returned under protest, for non-acceptance or non-payment, 
the same commission to be charged as though they were duly 
honoured. On Consignment of Merchandise, withdrawn or 
re-shipped — Full Commission to be charged to the extent of 
advances or rrsponsibiliiics incurred, and half Commission on 
the residue of the value, ,.^t 

TARIFF FOR Wi^lGRBRS. ^M 

Anchors, .''tills, Cambooses, percwt. 15 els; Cables per cwt. 
■20 ccnis ; Old RigginEr, Junk, Old C.pper, Old Brass, Old 
Iron, Cork, Wood, Deer Skins, Moss and Oakum when 
loose, Iron, Hollow Ware, and Sassafrass Bool, rwt, 10 
cents; — Brazilleito Wood, Hatch Wood, Carrots of Tobac- 
co, Iron Wire, Hams, Fish, Fruit in boxes or drums. Snake 
Root, and other medicinal Roots, Camwood, cwt. Scents; — 
Hemp, Flax, Hides, Grind Stones. Cassia in bundles, Bra- 
zil Sugar in large boxes, Nicaragua Wood, cwl. 4cents; — 
Loose Cheese, Loose Twine, Drugs, Dye Stuffs, RoUs of Sheet 
Lead, Copper in sheets, Brais and Zinc in Sheets, Cocoa, Fi- 
Oienla, Pepper, and Almonds, cwt. S cents ; Cotton, per 
bale, 8 cents ; Kentucky Tobacco in hhds. per hhd. 25 cents; 
Virginia and olher heavy Tobacco, hhd. 31 J cents; — Rolls 
of Hempen Yam, each 20 cents ; — Deer Skins and other 
Peltry, Hay, Wool, Feathers, Moss, Oa<tum in bales or 
bundles. Indigo, i assia in boxes, cwt. ID cents; — Kegs of 
Tobacco, Lard, Butter, Raisins, Nails, each, 4, cents; — Indi- 
go, Rhubarb, Bnrks in seroona, Che»« to «^<it^%s'^'^''>^|^H 
inhales, each, 6 cents; — Bo\\eatea,jt\«.%V, \.tt «sa»v-^^B 
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h«lf chest, 6 c«nw ;— Other Teas, 4 cenK ;t.-AH other arli- 
cles not mum era led, 2 c?ms per 100 lbs. if amounting to 10 
dollars; but if under 10 dollars, 1 ceat per lOOlbs. to be allon-cd. 
It is the duty of every Weighraaster, if required, to make 
a return of the respective articles so neigbcd, and where it 
can be done, to tuark on each the weight in blacking or red 
chalk, in legible a«d durable figures. All weigh masters must 
tftend persuoally, (except in sickness or iitability) to the du- 
ties of their offices, and if any sliall ask or receive any iking 
tnore for his services than is alloned asabuve, forfeits 50 dol- 
lars. One scale only to be used by each Weigbniasler, under a 
like penally. For moving scales, a sum not exceeding one 
dollar is tu be allowed. 



r COHMBBCE. 
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This important and respectable instittnion teas for 

long ago as the year 1768, by twenty merchants who associated' 
" for the purpose of promoting and extending alt just and lair- 
flil commerce: and for affording relief to decayed members, 
ibeir widows and children." They obtained a charter on ihr 
17lh, Merchj 1770, by which they are enabled tP bold prop- 
erty to the value of,£3000 sterling per annum; and on the IStli 
of April, IT'84, these privileges were confirmed and perpet- 
uated by the state legislature. The Chamber of Commercr 
holds its annual meetings on the first Tuesday of Mav : ami 
on the first Tuesday of every month, there is also a genernl 
meeting, at whidi a committee of five are appointed to deler- 
Tnine alt mercantile disputes subsining betweoi the members: 
it being a settled law of the Chamber, that they shall " submit 
an disputed matters of accounts in which they may be concern- 
ed with each other, to the final arbitratinu or determi nation 
either of the monthly committee, or of such of the memben; 
as may be chosen by the parties or the corporation colIectivelT^ 
on pain of being expelled the Chamber. 

The Chamber of Commerce holds its meetings in thenew 
Eichange, in Wall-street; in the basement story of wbicfa ^M 
convenientfy located 4| 

THE POST OKPICE. 

The elegant and capacious rooms appropriated to tliia de- 
partment are on the South-east wing of the Exchange in Gat- 
i-stree(; btil are apptoat\ve4»\avt(tDn.\'Na\\-sw«.^,throi^^ 
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POST BAYS AT KEW-VOEK. t 

n arched entrance on each side of the portico, h b tUe m 
It establish men t of the kind in the Uaited Stales. 



Sinffie Letters. — Any distance not exceeding SO niile<,^H 
cents; Over 30 and not exceeding 80 miles. 10 cents; Over 
SO andnoEeiceetlioglOOmiles, 12 J cents; Over 1511 and not 
exceeding 900 mUes, 1 ti J cents : Over 400 mUes, 25 cents. — 
Double Letters, or those composed ol two pieces of paper, 
are chto'gecl with double those rates. — Trijik aad Quadrujde 
Letters, cbarged accordingly. Every Packet composed of 
four or mure pieces ol paper, and weighing one ounce, or 
more, is to be cliarged with stifle ]>oetage Ibr «acb quarter of 
an ounce; except letters conveyed by wnier-maiU, which are 
not to be chargeid with more than qundruple postage, unless the 
packets actually contain more than four distinct letters. Ship 
Liters not carried by Mail, 6 cents. — Each Newspaper car- 
ried not over lOOm'tles, I cent; Over lUO miles, ij do. But if 
carriedtonny Post Office in the state in which it is printed, what- 
ever may be the distance, 1 cent. — Magazines and pamphlets 
nre rated by the sheet, Not over 50 miles per sheet, 1 cent; 
Over ,'iO and not over 100 miles, i.\ cents; Greater distances, 2 
cents ; Periodical or regular Pamphlets, not over 100 miles 1 1 
cents; over 100 miles, 2\ cents; not periodical under 100 
miles, 4 cents; over 100 miles, 6 cents a sheet. 

Letters going out of the United States, must be paid for, tvben 
lodged in the Post Office, except for Upper and Lower Canada, 
which are forwarded to the lines without being paid for. h 



The Eastern Mail is closed every day at half past 7 o'clock,^'^ 
A. M. and arrives daily at 7 o'clock, A. M. 

The Southern Mail is closed daily at 2 o'clock, P. M. and 
also for Philadelphia at 5 A. M. and arrives every day at 
7 o'clock, A. M. 

The Tennessee, ffestern^iabama, Louisiana, Ne»-Or learn, 
Misaigsippi, Kentuckj/, Missouri, lllinme, Indiana, Michigan, 
and Arkansaw Mail», daily. 

The Sitijiaiire Mail, via Springfield, N. J. and Jenktnlon, 
(Penn.) closes epery Tiw-sday, Thursday and Saturday, « 
i o'clock, P. Al. with ^ Southern Mail, £nd arrives Tuesdays, 
.Thursdays and Saturdays, A. M. 



320 POST ttATS AT NEW-"XORK. 

Tuesdays Thursday and Saturday, at 8 o'clock, A. M. and 
arrives, every Sunday, Wednesday and Friday, in the after- 
noon. Steam Boat Mails close one hour and a half before the 
departure of the boats. 

The Western Mail to Albany, (via Hackensack, N.J. Go- 
shen and Kingston, N. Y.) is closed every Monday, Wednes- 
day and Friday, at 11 o'clock, A. M. and arrives every Sun- 
day, Wednesday and Friday, in the afternoon. 

The Western Mail, via Wardsbridge, Blooniingbur;g, &c, to 
Geneva, closes on the same hour with the steamboat Mail for 
Albany, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturday!. In the win- 
ter, it is closed with the Western Mail, via Hackensack, as 
above. 

The Acquackanock and Paterson Mails close daily at 8 A.M. 

The Dover Mails (via Paterson and Dover, N. Y. Ridgfield, 
Conn.) are closed every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, at 
4 o'clock, P. M. 

Malls for Bloomfield, Caldwell, and Parsipany, Rockaway 
and Rockaway Valley, N.J. will be made up every Monday 
and Friday, at 5 P. M. and will arrive every Tuesday and Sa- 
turday, A. M. 

The Mail for Millston, N. J. will be made up every Tuesday 
and Saturday, with the SoiitluTn mail. 

Mails for Bell vi lie, .N.J. will be closed every Tuesday, 
Thursday, and Saturday, at 2 oxlock, P. I\I. and will arrive 
overy iMonday, Wc^dncsday, and Friday, in the afternuon. 

Tiie Mail for Newtown, Suckasunna, Lo'igwood, Auo^ustaj 
and Montrose, N. J. Milt'ord, DundalV, Clarksville, Montrose. 
Silver Lake, llopbotioni, Penn. and Caroline and Oswego, 
N. Y. will be closed at 4 o-clock, P. M. 

Long Island Mail. — Mails for Brooklyn antl Jamaica, will 
be closed every day, (Sunday excepted ) at 1 o'clock, P. M. 
and arrive daily. 

JMails for F'latbiush, Hempstead, Jericho, Oyster Bay, Hunt- 
ington, Southampton, Sagharhour, and Kasthampton, and the 
intermediate towns in that direction, close Thursdays, at 8 A.M. 
and arrive Wednesdays, A. M. 

Siaten Island Mail for Castleton, \. Y. will be closed even 
Thursday, at 8 o'clock. A. M. and arrive every Wednesday 
in the afternoon, and daily during the summer. 

The Mail through Morristown. N.J. to Easton and Wilkes* 
barre, Pa. and most ofthe towns in that direction, is closed 
overy Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, and arrive in the af- 
ternoon of the same days. 

Letters and JSewspaj^ers ^ite deVw^x^idk. o\x\ olV)«\^O^^^^s^- 



^ BANKS. 5S I 

ry Hay (except Sunday) at tU hours, from llie rising of the 
sun till S o'clock, P. M. and on Sundiiyi, L>;tters and News- 
papers are delivered frnui the Office between the hours of 9 
and 10 in (he inorniDg, and between 1 and 2 in the afterfioon. 



During the colonial government there was no Incorporatetl 
bdnk in this slate; but on (lie 11 thol' April, 1782, the legisla- . 
tore, enacted that (he Bunkol'"iVorlA^Merica"shouldbea bod jr 
politic, and corporate in this state, and prohibited (he estab- 
lishment of other banks daring the war. Tliis prohibition 
became void OD the restoration or peace in the I'ullowingyear; 
and on the 2Iit of iVIarch, 1791, the "Boakof New-Yorl^' 
commenced business as a corporate body. Since that period, 
• these establishments have gradually multiplied throiighogt dis ' 
stale, until every village of respectable magnitude is now bu|^ 
plied with a similar institution. The follnwing is altstdf 
Banks now doing business in (he city of Neu>York. 

BreuichBmikaflheUmted Slates— [:,W!iii-siteet. Charter- 
ed March 3, 1816, lo endure 20 years. Capital of the parent 
bank, $35,000,000; iNew-Vork Branch, emplo)sjf2,M0 000. 
Shares lOO dais, each United Stares hulds 70,000 shares 
being 7,000,000 dollars in 5 per cent, stock. Individual sub< 
scriplian 280,000 dols. Shares e<iual (o 28,000,000 dollars. 
The president of (his Bank is ex-officio Loan officer of the 
United States for ihe Stale of New-York. First Clerk in the 
Loan Office is Wm. Ovinglon. Discount days Wednesdays 
and Saturdays. Dividends istof January and July. Election 
in November. 

Bank of Neie-Vork — 32 Wall-alr.'et. Incorporated Marcb 
I7!n— 10 endure until the 2d. Tuesday in May, rSl I. Char- 
ier was reueived until 2d. Tuesday in May, 1832. Capital 
$1,080,000. Election 2d. Tuesday in May. 500 dollars 
eachshatt. Discount days, Tuesdays and Thursdays. Divi- 
dends Isfof May and November. 

Manhattan Bank- — 28 Wall-street, incorporated in 1799- 
Charler unlimited. Capital $2,050,000. Eletlion Isl Tues- 
day in December. 50 dollars each share. Discount days 
Mondays and Thursdays. Dividends tenth of July and tenth 
of January. 

Mereh'tnl*' Bank—^b Wall-street. Insiiiuled in 1803. 
Incorporated in 1805, lo endure until tliP >st Tuesday in June, 
ISS2. Qapital $1,^0,000,. Election 111 Tuesday in June. 



50 dollars each share. Discounl days, Wednesdays anri 
Fridays. Dividends first of June and first of December. 

Mechanics' Bank—Ui Wall-streel. Incorporated 23d ot 
March, I8I0,with acapltalor$l,500,000 — la 1 8 1 1 , increas- 
ed capital to 2,000,000 dollars. To endure until the 2d Tues- 
day of April, 1832, Election lai Tuesday in April. 25 dol- 
lars eacK share. Discount days, Wednesdays and Saturdays. 
Dividends first of February and first of August, 

Uaioa Bank — 17 Wall-street. Incorporated March 1811- 
To endure until 1 .131. Capilal $1,000,000. Eleclion first 
Monday in March. 50 dollars each share. Discount days, 
Mondays and Thursdays. Dividends Isi of May and 1st 
November. 

Bank D/JflieWcrt— 30 Wall-sireet. Chartered in 1812, for 
20 years. Capital $2,000,000. Election first Monday in 
May. 100 dollars each share. Discount days, Tuesdays 
and Fridays. Dividends first of January and first of July. 

Cili/ Bank — 38 Wiill^lreei. 'ncorporaied in 1812, for 20 
years. Capilal $1,250,000, Offiet-rs elected J st Tuesday in 
Jane. SO dullarii each sh ire. Dincount days, Mondays and 
Thursdays. Dividends first of May and first of November. 

Pliwnix Bflni— 24 Wall-street Charier dated 15th June, 
1812, for 20 years. Capital g500,000. Offiuera elected isl 
Tuesday in Juy. 25 dolla.s each share. Discount days, Wed- 
nesdays and Saturdays. Dividends 1st of January and Isl of 

Franklin Bank — 1 franklin square. Incorporated in IStS. 
Capital $500,000. 50 dollars each share. Election 1st Mon- 
day in June. DisciiiinlsTuesday and Saturday. Dividends 
paid 12th August and r2th of February. 

\orih RSver Bank — I8fi Greenwich-street. Incorporated 
16th February, 1821. Charter to continue 21 years. Elec- 
tion ist Monday in June. Dividends January and July. Capi- 
tal §500 000. Shares 50 dollars each. Dtscounis by the 
Board, Tuesday and Friday. Ditto by the committee every 
day, 

Tradesmen's Bank— 177 Chatham-street. Incorporated in 
182i) for 10 years, with a capilal of $fiO0,0Oit; sbares50 
dollars each. Eleclion first of July Discount days Tues- 
days and Fridays. Dividends let uly and January. 

ChemicalBank — 216 Broadway, opposite St. Paul's. In- 
corporated April 1, 1834, for 21 years. Capilal $500 J»0. 
Shares 25 dollars. Election 1st Monday of April. Discounts 
Wednesdays and Saturday e. 




Fulton Bonfc— Corner Fulton and Pearl-sls. Incorporated 
April I, 1824, to continue 20 years. Capital $500,000, 
vith a rigbt to increase to 1,000,000. Shares 100 dollars 
each. Election last Tuesday in March. Discount days Wed- 
nesdays and Saturdays. Dividends 8lh May and November. 

Long Island Bank — 7 Front-sireei, Brooklyn. Incorpo- 
rated April 1, 1824. Capital $300,000. Shares 50 dollars 
each. Discounts Wednesdays and Saturdays. Election in 
June. Dividends 1st August and 1st of Fe ruary. 

Delaaare and Hudson Canal Compuny — )3 Wall-street. 
Chartered in 16~25, for the purpose of making a Canal from 
the Hudson lo the Delaware river, with banking privileges. 
Capital $1,000,000, 500,000 to be employed in banking. 
Shares 100 dollars. Election 2d Tuesday of March. Dis- 
count days Wednesdays and Saturdays. 

New-York Dry Dock Company — Banking House corner ol" 
Avenue D. and lOlh-streel, nffice 4 Wall-streei. Incorporated 
■I2lh April, 1825, perpetually. Capital 5f7OO,O00; wilh 
banking privileges. Shares 50 dollars. Discount days Wed- 
nesdays and Saturdays. Election 2d Monday in January. 

New-York Bank for Saoinqii — Office No. 23 Chainber-si. 
Office hours on Monday ancrnoons, from <! to 6, and Saturday 
afternoons, frooi 4 Eo 7, and on Quarter Days from II to 1 
o'clock. ( 

Morris Canal and Banking Company — Jersey City and 30 
Wall-fllreet. Incorporated in 1824, for 150 years, with bank- 
ing privileges 31 years. Capital $2,000,000 ; half of which 
employed in banking. Shares 200 dollars. Election 1st 
Monday in April. ^H 



The Banks aie open every day in the year, from ten to three 
in the afternoon, except Sundays, Christ mas- Day, New- Years 
Day, the 4lh of Julj , and General Holy Days appointed by 
legrtl authority, and the Bank of New- York, Good Friday. 

Therateof discount is tixed at Six per centum per aniiuRi. 
Three days of Grace will be allowed, and the discount taken 
for the same. 

Every Bill or Note offered for digcoiinl, must be delivered 
into the office, on the day preceding the day of discount, inclosed 
in a sealed cover, directed to the Cashier, advising the name 
of the person npon whose account it is offered, &c. 
B Bills or notes lodged at the banks iw co\\^\Q«.,%t'^ tL>:}i«f|^ 



8Si IN SURA} 

ed free ol expCDse, e*c*pi when pioiesied from non-paymen 
— the person lodging the Eame pays the charge of |)rQteil. 

Depo-'iles of luoneyt or notes for coUe«tk>H, must be entei 
ed in the dealer's buok,at the time such deposits is made. 

The President- of the xeveral Banks and Insurance Com- 
panies are included among the Directors of their respective 
institutions. 

Gold Coins of France, Great Britain, and Spain, are re- 
ceived and paid at tlie banks, at the folloning rales, accord- 
ing to an net of Congress, passed April 2'Jlh, 1816, viz: — 
France, 871 '^"^s ^^^ pennyweight. Great Britain, 88| 
cents do. Spain, 84 cents do. 

Silver Coins are received at the Banks as follotn ; — 1 crown; 
109 cents; t dollar, 100 cents; live francs, ^S^fgcents^ 
pinareen IS cents. 

MARINE INSUBANCE COHFAVIBS. 

New-York Insurance Company — 34 Wall-slreel. Incorpo- 
rated April 2d. 17^3. Capital $5U0,000. 50 dollnis pet 
share. Offices elected 2d. Monday in January. Dividentt! 
first Monday in January and July. 

OceMn lasurancf Coimmny — 45 Wall-street. Incorporated 
ifiuth 20th. 1810, with a capital of $350,000. 35 dollars 
per share. Officers elected ^d. Monday in January. Divi- 
dends 1st Monday in January and July. 

Ameritan Insurance Compmiy — 51 Wall-street. Tncorpo- 
rated March Ist 1H15. Capital $500,000. 50dollarspei 
share. Election 2d. Tuesday in May. Dividends Isi of June 
and December. 

National Insurance Company — 52 Wall-street. Incorpo- 
rated April 1.1th. 1815. Capital $^500,000. 100 dollarspci 
share. Election 2d. Monday in January. Dividends Ui 
Monday in January and July. 

Pai^Jic Insurance Coi\paiiy—49 Wall-slreel. Charlerei 
April 13 15, for 20 years. Commenced business, ISIT- Capi- 
tal, ^{500,000. Siiares, 50 dollars each. Election 3d. Mon- 
day in January. Dividends first Monday in January and 
July, 

Union Insurance Company. — Marine a^d Life — Office 56 

WalUtreet. Incorporated in 1318, to endure till I83S, witb 

the privilege of insuring on lives, for which a part of its capi- 

lal ms set apart, and made perpetual. Directors elected 3d. 

. Monday in January. Ca^'vXai ijf'jQQiOW), «^ ^Vvk.h H " 
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^^^^^^ INSUBANCE COMPANIF.B. ^^^^^B^ 

is secured on bund and morigage, and made liable Tor the ttusi- 
neas ol the Life department only. Sliarea 50 dollars each. 
Diviijends in January iind July. 

Atlantic inturance Company — 47 Wall-arreet. Charter 
dated February 27lb, 1824, to continue till 1845. Capital 
$000,UUO. Sliares M di>llar» each. Election 2d Monday in 
Junuary. Dividends January and July. 

Mohaink Insurance Company — 55 Wall-street. — Fob ma- 
king, LAKK, CANAL, AM> RivBR iMSUKANCB. Incorporated 
April 3d, 1824, lor 20 years. Capital $:iOO,000. Shares 
2U dollars each. Election 2d Mondiiy in January 

Neptuae bunrance i ompany^AA Wall-street. Incorpora- 
ted April 14, 1825, to endure till 1846. t'apiial jt250,aOO. 
Shares 50 dollars each. Election 2d Monday in January. 
Dividends 1st Monday in July and January. , 

Niagara Insurance Company — 58 Wail-strer>t. Incorpo- 
rated March :26th, 1824. Capital j(.')OO.OuO. S 
lars each. Election 2d Monday in January. 
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Mutital Ijtaurancc Company — 52 Wall-atrcei. IncorporiM'* 

led in 1798 — reiieweil in ISog, and stands until r^vok^ by 

the Legislature, Capital $'500,000. Shares 50 dollars. 
Election Tirst Tuesday in April. Dividends JuneQUnd thw. 
cember. • 

Wathington Insurance Company — Corner or M^lliai 
John-streets. Instituted, June, 1801. Incorporatec^ fr 
1814, fur an unlfmited time. Capital jf500,0000. 5' 
!ars per share. Officers elected first Tuesday in April. Divi 
dends first of February and first of August. 

Eoi-le Ituurance Company — 5y Wall-street. " Incurporaled 
1806, charter perpetual. Capital $500^000, with privilege 
to increase to 1,000,000. Shares 100 dollars each. Officers elec- 
ted 2d Tuesday in January. Dividends January and July. 

Hope Insurance Company — 54 Wail-sireet. Incoriiorated 
April 1810. Capital $300,000. 45 dollars per share. Offi- 
cers elected second Monday in December. New Charter, Janu- 
ary, 1318. Dividends 2d Tuesday in May and November. 

Globe Insurance I'ompaay — 27 Wull-i(lreet. Incorporated 
in 1814. Capital jjl ,000,000. 50 dollars each share. Elec- 
tion first Monday in February. Dividends first of June and 
first of December. 

Franklin Fire Imuranee Company — 45 Wall-aireet. Oliatv 
»4w dated I3tli March, 1818. Caniwl ^^CrtjfRW. — "" 
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2d Monday in January. Diviilends >irsi of January a 
Shares 51 dollars. 

Merchant*' Insurance Company — 53 Wall-sireei. Ctm^ ' 
tered io .\pril, 181 S. Capital $5 00,0(X>. Election last Mon- 
day in January. Shares 100 dullara each. Dividends 15ih 
January and July. 

Mercantile Insarant^e Company — 43 William-sireei. In- 
corpareted April lUth, 181!j, Ibr Marine and Life insuraace, 
end granting Annuties, charirr t" cuniinue unlil 1 840, except 
buurance on lives, which is unlimited. Capiui $500/)OO. 
50 dollars PBcb share. Election 2d Monday in January. Di- 
vidends 2d Tuesday in May iind November. 

Mechanics' iaaurancc Company — F'rniikliti'BqUBre, adjoin- 
ing fraiiklia Bank, ihuriered in April, 1819, for 30 years. 
Caiutat $500,000. Shares 30 dullnrs each. Election in June. 
Dividends 'ZOih of Maj and November. 

Manhattan InturanceCompa .y — 26 Wall-street, Charter- 
ed March, 1819, for 30 years. ^Shares 50 dollars. Election, 
last Monday in March. Dividends first Plonday of December 
and June. 

Fulton Insurance Company — 2y Wall-street. Passed 2d 
April, 181<}, to endure 30 years. Shares 50 dollars each., 
Sleciion lost Monday in Jnnunry. Dividends payable Isl 
lulv and 1st of January. 

JlfarWf's Pire Insurance and Loan Company — 34 ._ 

S)tr«e(. JBCorpnraled in 1822, with [ht privilege of receiving 
trusts ant^ctingas trustees. 10,000 shares of 50 dollars eacli 
is #500^0. Election first Monda) in June. Dividends 
January and July. 

North River Insurance Company — 192 Greenwich-street. 
Incorporated February, 1822, for 15 years. Capital (jfS 50- 
000. Dividends March and September. Shares 25 dollars- 
£lec(ion last Mondly in March. 

Chatham Insurance Company — 5 ChathHm-st|uare. Char- 
tered April Ifilh, 1822, for 15 years. Capital J400,000, 
Shares 50 dollars each. Election first Monday in Jutie. Divi- 
dends declared first August and February. 

Dutchess County Insurance Company — 43 William-slreci- 
Incorporated in 1814; charter renewed and extended iu 162:2, 
to continue 20 years, for Fire, Inland Navigation, Life, antl 
General Insurance, and receives money on deposlte, payable 
on demand, with 3 per cent, imeresi. Capital $200,000. 
Shares 25 dollars each. Election 1st Monday in January. 
Dividends first Monda f in July and January. 

Sguitabk Insurance Compaiitr — 36 Pul ton-street. CImih^ 
ered Spth of April, 1823, (ot'i\^eata. TuXmux^XqiuV^I 



COMPANIES. 



^hb«, as well as loss or injury by robbery committed on rurni- 

^Ftere or personal property in houses or stores, while the proprie- 

• tors are absent from the city. Capital ,$ 3 00 ,000, Electio/i 

1st Monday In June. Shares 50 dollars. Dividends declared 

1st of May and November. 

I'htenix Insurance Company — 25-1 Broadway. Passed 
March 29th, 1S23, tu endure 21 j ears. Capital $250,000. 
Shares 50 dollars each. Election last Monday in May. Divi- 
dends first of November and first of May. 

Neto-York Contiibutionship-^4 Wall-sLreet, up stBin*. 
Chartered April 5ih, i»24, to continue 30 years. Capital 
.$300,000; in shares of 50 dollars each. Election 3d Mon- 
day in January. Dividends declared isi of May and first of 
Novpmber. 

Jefferson Insurance Company — Corner of Pearl and Cliat- 
hamstreeis. Passed March 4th, 1824, for2I years. Capital 
$250,000. Shares 50 dollars each. Insures against loss or 
damage by fire, and also inland navigation. Election first Mon- 
in February. Dividends *26ih of April and October. 

United Slale^ Inguranee Company — 288 Pearl-atreet, cor- 
ner of Beekman. Passed April 1st. 1824, for 21 years. Capi- 
tal ,$250,000, with liberty to increase to 500,000. Shares 
25 dollars each. Election first Monday in June. Dividends 
June and December. 

^tna Insurance Company — 214 Broadway, adjoining 

t Chemical Bank. Passed Maich 31, 1H23, for SI years. 
gtpilal ^400,000. Shares 50 dollars each. Divulends paid 
May and November, Election first Monday in Juite. 
■ Sun Imurance Company — 34 Wall-slrept op stairs. Passed 
March 31, 1824, for 21 years. Capital $3 00,OOU. Shares 
25 dollars. Election 2d Monday in June. Dividends June 
and December. 

Protection Insurance Company— 49 Wall-street, Incorpo- 
rated April 7th, 1M24, for 21 years. Capital $400,000. 
Shares 50 dollars each. Election 2d Monday in June. Divi- 
dends declared first of January and July. 

Orange Fire Insurance Citnpaiiy—A2 Wall-street. Incor- 
■iorated April 7th, 1819. Capital $400,000. Shares 50 dol- 
^Hlffa each, Election Isl Tuesday in September. Dividends 
■bt Tuesday in March and September. 

■ Western Insurance Company of Buffalo. — Office 41 Cliff- 
street, corner of Fullon-streei. Passed April 7th, 1817, to 
endure till IgSO. Capital $400,000. Shares SO dollars each. 
Election 2d Tuesday in May. Dividends 2d Tuesday in 
H^May and November. ^m 



9IV ISSURANCB COMFAMIES. 

Utica Inturanee Company — 63 Wall-sireel. In addiiioa iv 
Ftfc Insurance, this Cntn|uiny insurp^ bsnk notes, nioner, pro- 
ihice, u«amboui» on Wrstera Waters, and inland irans)>on«- 
lion of gobdi. Capital $300,000. Ench share 250 dollan. 
Eleciion Ist Tupsday in July. 

Hoteard Insuranee Company — iS Wall-slreet. Incorpora' 
led Marcli <)th, 1825, Ihr 21 years. Capital $300.0(10. Stiai^' 
M dollars enrh. Election Isi Monday in Decpmber. 

Trader's Ineuranee Company — 3 I Wall-Btreei. [nci>rf'< ' 
Mted Maifch 9th, 1825. I'm 21 venrs. (Capital «25O,O0'. 
Shares -iSdiillats. Eleciion I'd Monday in May. Umii " 
June aod Deci^mber. 

Tradesnuru' liuurance Company — Corner of Ciuill 
square and Oliver-street. Incorporated 14tb Marctui 181 
Capilal $200,000. Shares 50 dollvs. Election Ist Monday 
tn May. Dividends 1st of November and May. 

Firtnteii't latvrance Company — 14 Wsll-titreei. Incorptt- 
rated IDth of April. IS35. Capital $300,000. Shares 25 
dollars. Election :Jd Monday in November. Divtdrndf 
September and March. 

Ija/ayette Fire Insurance Company — 351 Pearl-streei. fn- 
k Muporaied Iltb of April, 1825, for 21 years. Capilal 
|j^SO,000. Shares 15 doll&rs each. El«etmn HA Tuesday in 

y. Dividends first of January and July. 
Jroabn Ittsurance Compani) — 13 Front-«trei>t, Brooklyn, 
■passed April 3d, 1824, to continue 21 years. Shares 2S "^ 
lars. OnHlfil $1 J0,000. Election 6lli of June. ^ ■ " 
Isiof May, August, November, and February. 

New-York and Schuylkill Coal Company — Offii 
Beaver-lane and .Wasliii^on-street. Incorporated April 
I BM3, perpetually. Capital Jf300,000, with a privilege tn in- 
crease to 500,000.. Shares :5<) dollars each. Eleciion ArsI 
Moitdny in May. Dividends in January and July. 

NeiB-York Lnmbard Asaoriatton — ttti Chai ham -street. Pas- 
sed April 8th, I8'i4. Charter to continue 30 years, for the 
sole purpose of making deposites on goods and chattels. Capi- 
tal $200,000. Shares 100 dollars. Dividends Ist of JijI> 
and jaunary. Election first Monday in May. 

New'York Loan Company — Corner of Ann-.^treet and 
Broadway. Passed 12ih of April, 1825. Capital $200,000. 
Shares 100 dollars Election 1st Monday in June. 

Merc4on(«' Exchange Company — Wall-slreei. Incnrporu- 
ted in 1624. Capital $200,000. Shares 100 dollars ench. 
I New-yorfr ffi^AScAoo/— Crosby, near Broome-Blreel In- 

^mgorporated Apnl ■llh, YBIS. Cay'"'*^ *^'^**^'*^- ^^*'" 
^MfUars. Election 2d Monday mWo'icmV-T 
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MANUFACTURES. 



Although the progress of Manufactures in this city has not 
kept pace with ihai uf trade and commerce, they are atiil in a 
^ very flourishing condition. It appears from official documents, 
that, as long ago as the year l^Vi, at the commencement of 
our last struggle with Grt;at Britain, there were three Looms 
at work in the city and county of Kew-Vork, which produced, 
aRRUo/I^, 2^40 yards of woollen cloth, and 2l7yards of linen. 
By the returns of the marshals employed to take ihe census of 
lii25, it will be seen that this one article of domestic manu- 
facture had incieased to one million, one hundred and seventy 
two Ihounand, eight hundred and thirty yardt, produceil in 
one year ! Other faciori< s have advanced, in at least an equal 
ratio, and Dew ones are almost daily springing into existence. 
By a law of the state, passed on the 22d March, ISt I, it 
^^yaa enacted, that " any five, or more, persons, who shall be 
^■desirous to form a company for the purpose of manufacturing 
^Lwoollen, cotton, or linen goods, or for the purpose of making 
^L^ess, or for the purpose of making from ore, bar-iron, anchors, 
^^lill-iroD, Steel, nail-rods, hoop-iion, and iEon-inongery, sheet- 
^Moppet, sheet-lead, shot, white lead and red-lead," might, on A- 
^wling the proper rerlilicBtes, be erected into a corporate body 
^r for the term of twenty years. Tbis privilege was afterwards 
^P^^Iended to '' manufaclors of pins, morocco leather, beer, ale. 
H^%r porter, and other useful domestic occupations." In ihe year 
V J8lS,another law waspBssed toincorporateacompany "for the 
purpose of disposing of articles solely of Ararrican Afanufac- 
lure, and to make loans thereon when deposited for sale." 

The following is a list of the most prominent Manufacturing 
Companies of this City ; many of which, it will be seen, have 
been chartered by the Legislature of the state, and all have 
been attended with the most daltering success. 

Eagle Manufacturiug Company. — This Company was in- 
corporated April 2G, 1813, "for the manufacture of coiion, 
woollen, and linen goods," to continue for twenty years from 
the date of their charlfr. Located at Greenwich. 

North American Coal Company — Incorporated April 6, 
1814, for the purpose of finding coal and other mines and min- 
erals, and supplying the public with the same ; to continue 
until May Isl, 1834. Capital stock ^750,000. 

New-York Coal Company. — Incorporated April 6, 18V4, 
^ " for the purpose of exploring and wovVm^ m\nvAi (a^ ux^.^-a.-o.'^ 
^rtli^r raluabJe minerals, and for dc\nci'va%».^^ cw^ ^A'^vt-a 
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MAKOTACTURES. 

' York, coal tor fu»!, bI a reasonable price, from ihe Ohio Ri' 
' Tcr or from any part of ibis state, or of the I'niled Stai«), 
wherever goi>d coal may be must advaalageously procured. 
Capital 1^700,001), yi WnlUlreei. 

Copper Manufacturing Company. — Incorporated April 9, 
1814. for the purpose of '' carrying on and perfecting the man- 
ufacture of copper and brnss, and the cnnsiruction of large 
copper work in g(;neral,in such parts of the slate of Neir-York 
as the; shall ihiok most advantageous." Capital $250,000. 

Patent Cloth Company. — Incorporated April IS, 1814, foi 
the purpose of " munufncturiikg of h lir by itself, or hair mixed 
vilh any other material, ur materials.^' Capital $400,000. 

Patent Oil Company. — Incorporated April 15, 1814, for 
the purpose of " pressing and straining oils, and separating 
fluids from sohds, by means of a new and useful macfaiae." 
To eoniinoe until May Isi, 1S28, Capital ^100,000. 

Mining, Smclttttg, and Rpjining Company. — Incorporated 
Feb. 2b, 1814, for the purpose of ''digging, mining, smelting, 
and retining gold, silver, lead, and copper ores, and for erecl- 
ing a shot lower for the manufacinrr of shot in the state of New- 
Tork, and for the purpose of eslalilishing a factory for the mn- 
king red and while lead." Cnpita) $30b,0UO. 

Neie-Jertey Porcelain and Eartkeniearc Manufacturing 
Company. — Chartered in 1825. Capital $100,000. Shares 
100 ddllars each. 

Neu>-Vork Gas Light Comjiany — Corner of Itynder and 
Hester Streets. Incorporated in 1823. Capital jJI.OOO.OOO. 
Shares 50 dollars. Election 2d. Monday in January, Divi 
dends isi Monday in February, May, .\ugust and Movember. 

Brooklyn Gas Light Co:"pani/. 
. Peru Iron Company. — 32 South-street. 

IS^K-York Laboratory Atiociation — Mwden-lane, corner ol 
Front-st. Incorporated in 1825. For maniifactttrlng WM~ 
and Red Lead, and other Paints, Capital $100,000. "" 
tiuLt 3d Monday in April. 

Piew-YorkSteel ManufaeturiitgCompani/ — 84Wasbinri 
street. ^ 

Steam Satn Mi/Mssociofion— Corner of Lewis and F 
Streets. Incorporated in 1825. Capilul $150,000. 
50 dollars each. Election first Monday in May. 

Linen Company. — Incorporated April 18, 1815, for" ti 
ufacturing flax, hemp, and other articles of a similar oai 
into linen." Capital $400,000. 

Sterling Iron (.ompanv.— Xncoivorawi Kv^U, '.ai4,'*4 
the purpose of maaufecWno?, "«Qn ^^4 sv^x;' «"«« 
SSOOjOOO. 



iroer ol 

.- 

14,<*£|^ 



PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 361 

American Pur Compan^.—lDcorporated Feb. 16^ 1805. 

New-York Company for Majnufatturing Faints and other 
or^tc^e^.-^Incorporated Feb. 17, 1809. 

NeuhYork Manufacturing Company. — Incorporated June 
15, 1812. 

New-York Slate Company. — Incorporated March 23, 1810. 

NeuhYork Sugar Refining Company . — Incorporated March 
22, 1811. No. 162 Church-street. 

New'York Chemicai Manufactory. — Located in Hudson- 
street, corner of Fitzroy-street. 

New-York Dying Printing Establishment. — No. 101 Wil- 
liam-street. 

NeuhYork Schuylkill Coal Company. -^^o. 37 William-st. 

Chemical Factory.— Lombardy, comer of Walnut-street. 

Ldiigh Coal Company. -^'^o. 15 Wall-street. 

Brooklyn White Lead Company. -^^^o. 166 Pearlnstreet. 

New-York Drug Mills. — Mill-street. 

New-York Harkem Spring Water Company. -^No. 14 
Wall-street. 

Rhode Island Coed Company. — No. 42 Wall-street. 

Card Factories.-— (Whittemore^s) No. 64 & 67 Cliff-street, 
and 134 Pearl-street. 



PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 

Of these, the first which naturally claims attention, is the 
Temple ofJusticCy which stands in the Park, and is said to be 
the handsomest structure in the United States ; perhaps (of 
its size) in the world. This chaste and beautiful edifice stands 
near the upper end of the Park, on the highest ground in that 
part of the city ; and is, consequently, seen to considerable 
advantage from almost every quarter. It is denomuiated the 

CITY HALL. 

The building is of a square form, two stories in height, (in- 
dependent of a basement story) with a wing at each end pro- 
jecting from the fi*ont, and in the centre the roof is elevated 
to form an attic story. The whole length of the building is 
2l6 feet, the breadth 100, and the height 51 feet. Including 
the attic story, it is 65 feet in height. The front and both ends, 
above the basement story, are built of native white marble from 
the marble quarries on* the North RWer*, %xid\Vftx«&\.^l'^^ 
building is constmcCed of brown fne doat, "IVift i^soil >& ^^^^ 
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ered with copper, and there is a balustrade ofmu'ble entirdy 
round the top. RiaiDg from the niiddle of the roof, is a Cu- 
pola, on which ii placed a coioMal figure of justice, holding 
io her right hand, which retli on her forehead, a balance, and 
in her led, a iword pointing to the ground. Justice is not 
blindfold as she is represented in Europe. 

There are four entrances to the building: one in front, one 
in the rear, and one In each end. The front, which is the 
principll, is on the first storjr, lo which there is access by a 
flight of twelve marble steps, rising from which there are six- 
teen columni supporting a portico immediately over the en- 
trance, also composed of marble. In the centre of the rear of 
the building, there is a projecting pediment. The entrance in 
this quarter is also on the first story, by a flight of free atone 
steps. The first stor? including the portico, is of the Ionic, 
the secood of the Corinthian, the attic of the Fancy, and the 
Cupola of the Composite orders. 

At the front entrance there are five doors leading into the 
Lobby, the roof of which is supported by twenty square piers 
of marble. To the right and left, there is a gallery stretching 
to both ends of the building, the floor also of marble. 

Three stair cases lead from the first to the second story. 
The principal of these, is in the centre of the geometrical con- 
struction, with marble steps ; the other two are in the gallery, 
one towards each of the ends, of a plain form, and the steps of 
the same materials Round the top of the centre stair-case there 
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Thts truly noble and extensive edifice is situated in Wall- 
street, below William-Ktreet, and exlpnds southward lo Gar- 
dfn-sireet. The front or the building upon Wull-slreet, is one 
hDndreil and fifteen Teei long and three stories lijgh above the 
basemenf, which is eunsiderably elevated, and it is one hun- 
dred and fil^y feel deep from Wall-street, running through to 
Garden-fttreet, upon which the frnni is one hundred and four- 
teen feet long, and also three stories high, including the base- 
inenl story, which is one step above the piivemeui. The Wnll- 
streei (Vont is ih« principal one, and is built entirely of white 
marble, frora the quarries in Westchester. The first and se- 
cond stories comprise hut one order, which is the Ionic, from 
the Temple of Minerva Polins, at Priene, in Eonia. A reces- 
s^d'porlico. of abiStit forty feet width, tn tin elipiicnl form, bns 
been introduced in front, lo great advantage, both as it regards 
convenience and appearance, A screen of four stupendous 
calumnsand two anla?,e -tends across the front of the poriico, 
Dearly in a line with ihe front of the building. These columns 
are thirty feet high, and three feel (our inches in diameter above 
the'base — the shaA of each column is composed of a single 
block of marble. Thecohimns suppnrianenlahlsiijreofaboul 
sii feet in heitsht, upon which rests the attic, or third story — 
making a height of about sixty feet from Ihe ground. Beneath 
and on each side of the pi<rlico, is a passage through the base- 
ment story, lo the Post Office and Garden -street. 

The principiil entrance lo the Rxchange room, is by a flight 
of nine or ten bniad marbte steps, tweniy-eight or thirty feel 
long, fiiiish-'d with a pedeslal ai each end. On ascending to 
the jKirticu, three doors open tn the veslihtrle in Ironl. while 
one on either hand opens into Insurance offioeti — that on the 
right to llie Niagara Company, and that on the left to the 
Union. Immediarely in the rear of the former, the office of 
the National Insurance Cmnpany is located, and the rooms in 
the rear of the hitler are occupied by the editors of the Daily 
Advertiser. Bmh have doon communir.aiing with the Ex- 
change room. The vestibule is of the Ionic order, after the 
most chaste and finished style, from the liille Ionic temple of 
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IUjruii»~-lMiog the most ancient atnicUire knovi^ of that older. 
Thii lemple was tolerably entire vhen the drawing wm taken 
tome forty yean ago, but duriDg the eiiiting Greek revolution 
it has beea entirely demolished. 

Advancing through the vestibule, you enter the grand sa- 
loon, or exchange room) which is truly a magnificent apart- 
ment, and fumiihet a superb specimen of architectural profi- ~ 
ciency. It is eighty-five feet long, fifty-five wide, and forty- 
five feet high, finished in a single order, the lunic, after the 
lemple of Minerva Polias at Athens. This chaste and elegant 
specimen of the order is exceeding); well adapted for the pur- 
poses designed. This ipacioiu and lofty apartment has two 
parallel sides, with semi -circular ends, at the intersection of 
which are an antse, and columns supporting a full sized entab* 
l&ture, with an arch resting upon the two opposite columns at 
each angle. The arches support a screen which forms the 
teiminatiog line between the vaulted ceiling of the centre, and 
the alcoves at the end&, and divides the whole into three gene- 
ral compartments. The whole of the ceiling is divided into 
pannels — those of the centre being of an oblong square, and 
those of the ends radiating from a centre — thus adding a plea- 
sing variety to the whole. The general effect of this splendid 
apartment is very fine. There is but one opinion upon the 
subject. It strikes the experienced eye of the architect, and 
the unpractised amatettr, alike with admiration. The efiect 
IS the most imposing when viewed from the. south-eastern end. 
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Ascending the stairs, yuu enter an Upper saloon, which is 
appropriated to sales at auction ol' merchandize by the package. 
On llie right of ihis is a large room taken bt ihe Board of Bro- 
ilers, in which the Chamber of Cotamerce will hold their sit- 
tings, bj permission. This apartoieni is handsomely furnish- 
ed. The President's seat is elevaied abo\e the rest, and the 
table is an oblong with circular ends, covered with fine green 
cloth, and resembling, ifwe do not misrecolleci, the table of 
the Massachusetts senate chamber. The wood work ia all of 
handsome mahogany. The walls of this apartmieni are to be 
hung whh portraits of Washington, Hamilton, Ctarksun, Bay- 
ard, See. The Atlantic Insurance Company has takeii the 
room on the other, side of this upper saloon, and there are two 
other rooms to be occitpieil as business offices. The hack 
room is retained by the Trustees of the Exchange, to be oc- 
cupied as an office for the Company. 

Returning to the vestibule within the Wall-sireel front, we 
ascend into the saloon of the second sti>Ty by a broad flight of 
oval or eliptical siairs, lighted by a circular sky-light from the 
roof. This saloon iii fltiished in a peculiar style of architec- 
ture, which has not betbre been executed in this country, es- 
ceptiag in the hall of the House of Rf presentalives at Wash- 
ington. The design U tgken from itie Lanthern of Demos- 
thenes, at Athen-t, and is of the Corinthian order. The de- 
signs of the capitals oftliese columns are very beauliful. Around 
this saloon are entrances into difTerenl offices. Ascending again 
by another flight of stairs of the same form, wi- reach the gallery 
of the third siory, in two of the sides of which are entrances into 
diOerent offices. From this galWy we ascend to the cupola, by 
a continuous flight of v inding stairs, and thence to the obser- 
vatory of ihe cupola. The cupola is twenty-four feet in diam- 
eter in the clear, and about sixty feet high from the roof of the 
Exchange lo the top of liie lanthern which stands upon the su- 
perb dome surmounting the cupola. Tlie observatory is cir- 
cular, and is supported externally by eiglit Ionic columns, from 
the temple of Itlyssus. 

The view from this elevated dome, is extensive, rich, varied 
and beautiful. We look down upon the lower part of the city, 
and its ever-bustling streets, like a mechanical panorama, and 
the whole city, with its public edifices easily distinguishable, 
lies as it were at our feet. Extending the vision further, a 
wide and rich prospect is presented, embracing all the diversi- 
fied objects required to complete a landscape, viz: meadows 
and fields, towns, cities and villages, and mountain, wood, and 
I water scenery in abundance. To the south ttift t-j^; i^^abm^ 
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r iKftutiful barliour, its islands, and the ailja- 
cent sliurvB, until ii reathei bej'onil the Nnrrows and Suiti 
IvUnd, unil rests u pun the IligliUtiiia ut' N«vef ink. To the 
eul we have R fine view of ihe westent purl of Long Islsiid, 
inclu^Bg its fariD-houses, its forests, its indented- shores^ and 
the thriving village ofBroukljn. To the west, we haveunei- 
tensive prosper! ol' New-Jersey, incIu(lio« Jn-sey Ctty. Be^ 
gen, Conimunipav and Ne-wark, und all the eircutnjaceiil 
country to the top of Newnrk toountain, frnni PaiersiMi along 
tk«wli(>le range to Cam|)bell's raounlain — iheiiue aloQg ibe 
coaiinuation until the ndge h lout in the neif hbonthuod ol 
Bound brouk^ine of ilie he^d branches o( th(^ Ruitan. To 
the north, beyond the city, and including Hoboken and Wee- 
faswken, the eye sweeps up the nnble Hudson, apt-ckled at all 
tunes with the while-spreading canvas, as f'tr an Fori Washing- 
ton, and taking in a part of the stupendous pallisadpes. A 
richer prospect can hardly be found — a miire varied and heal^ 
liful view of placiil scenery no whire. B<isIon boasts that iii< 
Buy of Naples duis not excel her own : what, then, ehiill > 
say of the harbour nf New-Vurk ! 

The spar that runs up from the dome, rather deirnct^ i^i 
adds to thebeaui; of ihe edifice— but we are told thai n ■ 
a uebvasary appenJuge to tbc lelegraph, tind bmuiy niiiat there- 
fore yield to canvenience. It is sarrounded with the figure ol 
Triton, which shuws the change of the wind ; and we havt 
classical authority for pronouncing it truly appropriate for iucli 
an edifice. It is copied from ihedesi^'u upon iht* domi; nf ihc 
Tower of the Winds, at Athens, and the figure was of frequeal 
use, bath at Athens, and in oliierparlsof<treecp. Thedifficully 
in rt-gard to this design, which injures its appearance, ne ap- 
prehend to be, that it is much too small for the magnitude of ihe 
building. It wants proportion. The original upon ilie Tem- 
ple of Ihe Winds appears in the plates to excellent advantage 

On the whole, therefore, tve may pronounce the New T^ 
change Building, an honour and an ornament lo our city, i 
is such an edifice as has long been wanted, and the con\< u 
ence of which is already felt. It was commenced on the I - 
of April, 1 825, and will be entirely completed by the 1st ott! 
approaching Ju ly . 

The plan was wholy thai of Mr. M. E. Thomi.son, il 
Architect, who has superintended the work throughout. Tl: 
design was strictly original, difiering in nil respects from all 
othec plans presented for the consideration of tlie company. 

The builders wure Gideon Tucker and Thomas S. Wuod- 
raff. The Carpenters, Gear and Rvley. Kain, Ala&terui 
and Smith, Stone CuUcvs. 
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I Tbis superb edifice is siiuaicd on the east side of Broad- 
Rfliay, nearly oppusiie ihe Hospital. Its style of arcliiteclure 
UtM purely Gothic, without the least misiure of any oiher or- 
Bjilef; copied from ihc must approved classical niodeh, n 
Lwiginal appendages, by our celebrated artist, Huoh Reim 
Irei^, Esq. 

^ The corner stone of this building was laid on St. Joha'j 
' day, June 24, 1S26, by Grand Master Elisha W. King, in * 
presence of a large assemblage of the fralerniiy, and a numer- 
ous concourse of citizens. The building has a iVnnt of fifty 
ieet on Broadway, and extends back, towards EIni-streel, 
one hundred and twenty-five feet, including the stair-way, 
retiring rooms, office, &c io the rear. 

The Cellar alori/t below the level of the street, is divided 
into several aparlments, including refectories, offices, and 
kitchens ; extending from front to rear, nineiy-five feet, and near- 
ly ten feet in height; with vatilis,&c. in front on the street. 

The basement »lory, (or ground floor, above the street,) is 
near fourteen feet in heieht, and includes the great entrance 
hall, extending through the centre of the building, lea feci in 
width, and highly enriched with arches, pendants, open 
I'rilhs in the spandrils, and a beautiful frieze of raised Gothic 
ornaments. At the further end ofthe hall, the stairs start to the 
several apartmi^nts above. On each side of the hall, are two 
ranges ofapartnients, with stores in front; and, in the rear, 
placis of refreshment fot visiters. 

The whole nfthe second story, (with the exception already 
inenlioned, of staircase, &c.) is thrown into one Grand Go- 
thic Salooa, ninety feet in length, forty-seven in breadth, 
and twenty fivK in height/ This splendid apartment is now 
finishing from the original plans of Mr. Reinagic, the archi- 
tect. The ceiling will be divided into basket or fan arches, 
with pendants of open-work columns supporting the arches 
projecting from the walls, between which are the windows, 
with raised labels, enriched with crotchets, terminating with 
fiowets at the points, and supported at the ends with carved 
corbels. 

A Music Gallery extends across the lower end of the room, 
supported by a trussed girder, leaving the floor free of ob- 
structions fur public asscnibhes. The front of the gallery will 
be enriched with Gothic tracery pierced through, and the floor 

k supported by elastic springs for dandt*^*, vVvt ^\\As;^j«™»s«.. 
tfteaiDst elegant and conveniemba\\-to3wi\\v\\w"Viw.v*^^'^'«'^'=^ 



Above ttie Grand Gothic Saluoii, In ttie third story, are 
four Lodge Rooms Cm MuslPr Musucik, while the attic is divi- 
ded into two •pnrtnicms which are pl^eaml; rurDisbrd foi 
Royal Arch Chapters. These last iire richly clecbrat(>d wiih 
duitm of eolamtu, arches and open panntis, tviih splendid 
draperies; andarr, perhaps, the most sgreeiiblc apartments of 
the kind on this side ihe Atlantic. Front these lofty Gothic 
viadowa, the prispeet is most exicnsivr- and bcauiitol. TIk 
whole City, with its unrivalled Bay. aJornrd with rerdani 
btands and while-sailfd ves^fis, nith our two nmjeBtic rivers, 
md the adjacfnt country — all lii.> bel'oreyoa like a panorama 
painting. 

The front of thii building, which is of ^rsimle stone, is sev- 
enty feM from the sirtvt, to ihr bailtcnMnts in the centre. The 
pinnacles rise more llian ten fvet .-ibovc the rouf. The front, 
as well a& the interior iif theboilding is ofthe^itre Gothic tir- 
ehitfrture, of the pmnlfd arch glyle. Thednars and windows 
of the biiiii'ment .n front, is the first exnmple of the kind in 
the cttuoiry. The centre door, at the grand entrance, is ol 
toUd oak, and recedes four feet in depth, which ts the thick- 
ness of the wall. This ponderous frame work of massy oak, 
with carved pannpls, &c very forcibly reminds one of the des- 
criptions to be met wiih in many romances, of ancient Abbeys, 
Castles, and other edifices of t)ie Gothic ages. Indeed, there 
is a classical taste, a consislency, a keep4ng, (or whatever the 
reader may please to term it) display ed ihrougfaout the wh<dc 
of this editice, that reflects the highest credit on Mr. Rbina- 
GLE, and proves him to be a master in his profession. 

The Grand Entrance, which is arched in front, is fourteen 
feel and six inches in height, and twelve feet in width, next 
the street ; but at the door, in the recess, is only six feet wide, 
and not quite ten in height. The crocket arch in front as- 
cends to twerty two feel in height, the tvhole lery highly enrich- 
ed with carved ornaments : all in Cast Iron, and executed io 
New- York, The doors nod windows, on each side, have cor- 
responding arches, columns, and ornaments, done likewise, in 
cast iron. There are fmir buttresses, with nixhes and pedes- 
tals — two at the corner, and two midway, extending to the 
roof terminating in ornamented pinnacles. 

Thecen/retcindo* is a splendid specimen of Gothic Archi- 
tecture. It is twenty-two feet in height, unii ten feet in width; 
finished (ns all the others are) with proper lead lights, diamond 
form. A range of stone imtilements terminates the front at 
the roof, while larger \wi\\ptopi\\s «.uinickw\ vW flMk walls- 
The dormant windows have o'pew-wOTV.XiMAftTOeM.'s. 



Wp have only room lo add, ilial whpQ Uiis building is com- 
j>Irl<?d, il will uniloLibti-dly rank, among ihr must pcrfecl Bpe- 
diin'os ol pure (ioil-ic arc hiifc lure, in the Uniicd Siaies ; as 
ihi- bfsl and ini'sl approved tiamples which have ever been 
pubhsiie fiir architecuiral purposes, have bfen consulled and 
adopted by the lusteful architen. 

The difficiiliy of piorurin^ correct descriptions of public 
buildine;)), will render this dppartinent nl'lhe \vtiik less perfect 
[hiin wiTs ai Uru intended As ibis defeci, however, maybe 
parliaHy supplied in [he iippendiA, we ttill conclude this ar- 
ticle here by giving a cataWue of such edifices us are worllu 
the particular utteniion i>f strangers. 

The New- York Arcade. Msideo-Lane. 

The Arcade Balh, Chainber-Mri-ei. 

Cliurclies, &r. several of whicii have been already notia^ 
at pa^e ifil to IS2. 

The Prbons. vid« pages 187 to 305. And various othf 
buildliigg of iaferiur note. 



CHAPTER Xlir. 
PUBLIC A31USEMENTS, 



The City of Nfw-Vo k, from its rapid grnirih, commercti 
chariicler, and unrivalled prosperity, his justly been 
the London of America. But it is now high time to rhangc 
the appellation. Tli estensive pnironage afifotded to the lib- 
eral arts, arid works <■•[ taste ; the unexampled increase of pub- 
Kc amusements, with the onsequent prop-ess of niorjls and 
refinement; havp, ai length, ri-ndcrpd New-Vorit (Ae Paris 
of Ike \'eiB World. Like ihal guv and splendid emporium ol' 
fashion, taste, and Hlerat'ire, New-York ts constantly filli 
«ilh strangers, who are drawn hither by the celebrity of i 
insiitulinns, our commerce, opulence, and multiplied sni 
of rational pleasure. Our fame, ,in iliese respects, has | 
abroad to the remotest corners of the western hemisphere^ 
is rapidly extending through every part of Christendom. 

The earliest theatrical pprftirmances, in the recollection of 
our oldfsl inhabitants, were in b glnre, on Crnger's wharf, 
near Old.SHp, ijy a company of Thespians, composed ol 
" choice spirits" of acerlain order. In ilie langiiace of ilie 
Advocate, " ihey were rnystering youn^ m^n, full of tiic!>e 
and mischief;" who used lo play cricket in the^eldt, (where 
iVesey-streel now is) and who spent ihtvT w'^\V% tii, *\«.\w^ 
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house, ill Wall-street, nrar wlierpilie TJniifid States' pubiii 
stores are now ereclPd. Il is probable llinl no one member v 
this company ever immorinliKcd himself by his histriooic tal- 
ents, as none or their names have been banded dawn to Hk I 
present generation. I 

About ibe year I "50, the first regular iheaire was built In ] 
Nevr-York, Il was a stone building, in the rear of the Dutch 
Church, in Nassau-street, near Maiden-lane. Mr. Hallam 
ivas the maoafier, and had a tolerable good company, whicli 
he recruited from the provincial theatres of England. In this 
theatre, says our informant, thi- sterling Knglish tragedies, 
and comedies were performed. A fter a time, however, Ratlani 
received such flattering invitations from Jumaica, that he was 
induced to take his company thither, and the theatre was pul- 
led down. 

About the year ITG'J, I'hil. Miller, then well known in \ht 
town for a plodding, active, n>anaging man, obtained permis- 
sion of Govenor Colden, to build a theatre, and act plays; 
which he did in Bee km an -street, a few doors below Nassau- 
street. This was a wooden building, in poor condition, fviilj 
paper seenery,and a wretched wardrobe. The whole was des- 
troyed by a mob created by the slarap-aet. Phil. Miller lost his 
home and his company. Me was a jocose f«Uow, and played 
Justice Guttle with great b mour, 

Uf the state of the Drama, in New-York, during the revo- 
lutionary war, iihile the Uiiiish had possession of the city, we 
are not informed. Nor can we, at this moment, state the pe* 
riod at which the John-street theatre was erected. If any of 
our readers will favour us with these parliculafs, we shall 
feel much obliged to them. It was alraut the period that 
Hallam returned from Jamaica, with his company reinforced 
by several performers of merit, among whom was Henry. 1 he 
Joim-street theatre was spacious and well arranged, and had 
fur the most pari an excHlent corapnni . 

About the >ear I7!)8, a number of gentlemen united, b; 
subscription, in the purchase of a lot, and commenced a neu 
theatre fronting the Park, between Ann and Beekman-sireets. 
In this enterprise a considerable sum of money was expen- 
ded; when, from embarrassments, mortgages, &c. il finally 
came into the hands of Messrs. Beekman and Aslor, and vas. 
_ called the 

^B . This establishment was successively under the management 
^r of /Ifidgkinson, Dun\ap, Coopw , n,^vd, &i\aU^, Messrs. Price 
H ant/ Simpson. These Uvvet g,tivV\emw,™\\iftwiTOia'siAv%'C\, 
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^fclted up tlie Circus in Anthony-sire el, for ihe performance ef 
I tellels, &c. (during the recess of ihe Park theatre,) under ihe 
directioQ of Mr. Parker, now ballet-maaier at Chatham ihea- 
tie In the year 1 830, on the morning of the 2Sth of Mmjr, 
the Park theatre was discovered to be on fire, and such was 
the rapidity of the conflagraiion, that scarcely tin article was 

(saved, and in a short time nothing remained bul the bare and 
empty walls. A splendid and extensive wardrobe, together 
Irith a most valuable collection of scenery andpro/ierfiM, were 
fell involved in one common ruin. The losses of soinv mem- 
bers of the company were very considerable ; among ^rhich, 
ttx most serious was the individual wardrobe and properties 
at Mr. Maywopd, which he bad brought out with bim Jrom 
England but a few months before. 

Tbe house in Anthony-sireet was now fitted up as a per- 
manent theatre; and the Park company continued to perform 
there for the remainder of the season. This house stood on 
tiie spot where Christ Church now stands. 

In the mean time, several months elapsed, before any thing 
was done towards rebuilding the Park theatre. At length, 
however, the en [erp rising proprietors, Messrs. Beekman and 

^Astor, though suffering a severe loss from ihe calamity, con- 
sented to embark once more in tbe expensive experiment; con- 
fiding in the liberality and good taste of eur citizens, for that 
protection and support in the anticipation of which ihey have 
not bi^en disappointed. The new bouse was finished in 
August, 1S2I, and opened, for tiie season, on the first Mon- 
day of September. The Prise Address was written by Mr, 
Spraguc, of Boston, for which the Managers awarded fifty 
dollars. 

The Park Theatre is eighty feet in front ■,Jiflyjiiie in height, 
and one hundred and slxty-^ve deep ; comprising three com- _ 

»plete circles of boxes, two side tiers, a spacious gallery, aii^_ 
commodious pit. ^1 

CHATBAV THEATRB. ^B 

The I'ise and progress of this flourishing establishment, 
may be considered as a practical illustration of individual 
taste and enterprise. It is bul a few years since the idea of 
two theatres being supported in this city, was treated as 
visionary and chimerical. Chatham Garden, was then a plea- 
sant resort for both sexes, on a summer evening, to unbend 
the mind and refresh the body, after the fatigue of tiw ii^l- 

fXo render the place more aUtacVvic, "Oaex^w-^Vi mtt--'''" 
T(2 



343 PUBLIC AMOiumtTS. 

(ihe late Mr. Barrcre, a Fienchman) engaged a small baiiJ oi 
music, and occasionaUy a few male amateurs regaled thr 
company wiih some popular songs, from the top of a little 
teiBple treaed over the founuin. I'his roay be termed tbe 
dawnrngof the eDtetprise. Tbe successor these iitile eiperi- 
menis, induced the proprietor to ereci a small stage atoneeodoi 
the garden, with an orchesire in fionl, ttbere vocal sod iosinf- 
mtnial music, interspersed wilb recitations, &c. iosured a 
crowded and librral BudiFuce every evening during tbe sum- 
mer. Much <.f llie intended effect, however, was lost by their 
perfannaiices beiog in the open air, and many a catarrh and 
tODili-achr was (he penalty of an hour's enjoy men I. To remedy 
these in con venicncies, an swuing,or canvass roof, of immenie 
dimensions, was spread over tbe Garden, I'rom the prosenium 
of tlie stage, to the summer- houses by the fountain, beneatii 
which, benches were arranged on an inclined plane, like the 
pit of a theatre. A few changes of sceneiy were also added 
to ibr stage ; and the performances gradually assumed a moro 
dramatic character. The swning soon ^ave place to a water- 
tight roof, and the summer-houses were lilted up as boxes. 
Here cotamenced a second era in the history of Chatham Thea- 
tre : it was the morning of its existence. 

Early in ike ftfllowtng spring, 1834, Mr. Bairere caused la 
be laid the fuundaiinn oi tbe present building, which waseom- 
pleled and opened in Alay, of the same year, comprising iifo 
tiers of boxes and a pit. Il lias since been much elevated and 
enlarged, and miw comprises thrc-e circles of boxes, logelber 
with a gallery and pit. It is now in the meridian of its ca- 



This establistinient was opened, far tbe fust time, on the 
fourth of July, I825,underibe management cifMr. Dinneford. 
The enlerpri^in!! proprietor, Charles VV. Sandford, Esq. fully 
impressed wnh the impopiance of uniting equestrian with drn- 
matic amusements, caused it to be furnished with a capacious 
riug, and a moi« extensive stage, than belongs to any similar 
eflablisbinent in the United States. For the FepresentaHcii 
of grand oriental Spectacles, and Equestrian Melodramas: 
the La Fayette Theatre is justly celebrated, and such lias been in 
uniform success, that the Prnprietor lias b'en induced t 
build it on a larger scale. It is situated in Laurens-si 
near Canal and extends, lo Thompson in I 
Burroughs is the present acting manager. 



I 



The Neii>-York Theatre, is erected on ihe siip, formerly ■ 
known as l\ie BuIFs Head, then belonging lo Henrj' Asior 
Esq. who associated himself wiih olher Genllemen, and com- 
menced tliat elegant Edifice in May, 1826, and socompletely 
finisbed it, as to commence performing on the 23d October 
following. 

The interior of the building is finished in a manner supe- 
rior to any thing in this country, and surpassed but by few 
Theatres throughout Europe. 

The manager is Charles Gilfert, Esq. whe lias evinced great 
ability and enterprise, and an unwearied exertion to cater 
richly for the public, which is strongly evidenced in the 
great talent and novelty that have been produced on the 
boards since the short period of opening the Theatre. The 
public have not been unraindrut and alfotd great patronage. 

BBOADWAV CIRCUS. 

This is an old edifice, erected fur the purposes of equestria 
performances, and was lor several years owned and ra 
by the celebrated Mr. West. It Hfterwairis passed i 
liunds of Messrs. f rice and Simpson, and is at present ownd 
by Messrs. Simpson and Cowell, conducted by the lalle 



This is a new establishment, erected by the enlerpri« 
proprietor of La Fayette Theatre. It is situated in Graiuj 
street, directly opposite the upper end of Harnian-slreet, or 
East Broadway. From Chatham-square, where the front 
Fights of Ihc Circus can be distinctly sven, ibe course to it is 
due East; the distance not three qoarlers of a mile. It is 
opened every evening, and can boast the finest stud of horses 
in the L'niied Ptates. The equestrian exercises are succeeded 
by dramatic performances, ballets, farces, songs, &c. Price of 
admittance, 50 cents for Boses, 25 cents for Pit. 



This Museum which was founded in 1810, by ihe laleJcili|| 
Scudder, is daily open for the recppiion of company. In t%e 
evening the whole five halls are brilliantly lighted with gas 
light. Each hall is 100 feel in length, and the whole is fur- 
nished with the greatest and most valuable caUectiu& Hh 
America. 




FCBt-IC AKITSEHENTa. 
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halt additiont — The CosmoraniB Saloon, conlaininga 
peat optical deception of 47 gtaases, and producing a di^f^ 
of riquisite talent; tite S<ffpenl Boa, (from South Amerit 
measuring 16 feet in ienzth. ilie Inrgest and most perfect J 
timen ever exhibited in America: together with an iniere ' 
variety of other rare and curious subjecii. 

Admittance 25 cents, Children half price. Yearly ticl 
fbr a family ^10, single ticket $b- 



PEH-'S MUSEltM, BROADWAY, OPrOStTE THi PARK. 



Thii Instiiutiun, which is open all day as well as the ev^ J 
Bin^, contains a valuable collection of ['ainlings by emiaei^4 
artists, of all ages : one hundred and lifiv Portraits of Reve- 
LiJutinnary and other distinguished characters, fcnoivn by the 
K«ime of the Dclaplaiae Gallery of American Wonhles ; b. 
Pedes a very rare and enlensive collection of Natural Ilistor, 
' in all branches, as welj as ratscellaneous curiosities from aL 
parts of the world; a set of Cosniorama Views, &c. The Ter- 
race of this establishment affords a most delightful prospect of 
the city and surrounding country. 

Admittance at all times §d cents,children half price. Pri^- 
filtis cut and framed as usuaL 



I 



CHATHAM MUSEUM, tS THS KKW-rOBK GPECTACCLUJl, 



Tills Museutn was lately established by the son of the lat. | 
John Scuddcr, a young gentleman who inherits no small p*"- I 
lion of that taste, enterprise, and enthusiasm, which so em: 
nenily characterised his parent. 

This Musei^m is open everyday, and the three Halls ^; 
IrilHanlly Iti with %ai in the evening. The (Chatham Musriiu^ 
contains a collection of natural and arli6cial Curiosities, ' 
every description j a large and extensive collection of \\'i- 
Figures ; a Grand Cosmorama of 4S glasses ; a Mechanic: 
Panorama; a Gallery of Paintings, with an endless groi';. 
and an in6tiite variety of entertaining and pleasing subjects. 

Some favourite airs are given nightly on the Finger Oi^jn 
^d Piano. Visiters weighed, measured, and elecirifieiL i 

H^ Admitt^pce 25 cents, children half price. ^^d 

^V Afflon^ the public places of (asl\\an%ble amusemenl, wl^^| 
^rurp fierman«nily estabVisbei Mitos tivj, ■(»«« wt^^m ^^H 



sltriictive to the lovers ofiheFine Arts, than ihe Neru-VorA 
Rolunda. This edlSce, which was erected, by subscript ion ? 
in the Suinnierof 181b, stanils on the'Eastcornerof the Park, 
with the entra.nco lo CbaDiber-str«et, opposite the Manhattan 
Reservoir. It is ofa circular foria,. surmounted by k dome, 
through the centre uf which the interior is lighted The Pan- 
oramic Paintingi which have been alreadt exiilbiled in this 
elegant gallery, hnve given gnsai and universal satisfactlot). 

The one now open, is a Panorama op Ancient Athens. 
This immense picture is to be seen every day, from the hours 
of nine, A. M till ftwr, P. M. In addition ts the high inter- 
est which Ibis picture excites in the mind of every classic rea- 
der, from its historical associations, the recent occurrences^ 
and bailies which have taken place in its Immediate vicinity, 
render it still more worthy of general attention. The in- 
habitants of Athens, alarmed on hearing of the entrance nf 
the Seraskier into Thebes, fled from the city, and took refuge, 
as in years past, in the Island of Salamis ; this Island is seen 
in the picture — and the Museum Hill, which some Greek 
troops occupied, under the prolecjion of the cannon nf the 
Acropolis, on the approach of the Turks, forms the very fore- 
ground of the picture. Also, ihePanxhill,oii which the Turks 
have erected a battery lo bombard the Acropoiia, is seen near 
this ; the ancient port of Athens, (Pireus,) where the Greeks 
landed, and their ways through ihe plain and olrve grove, [o- 
~ war Is the Turkish Camp, which was established near the site 
of the ancient Academy, are here in full view; as also the road 
of Eleusis, (called sacred) by which a body of Greeks, under 
Caracscaiki arrived, is also distinctly seen. In fine, the pic- 
ture embraces a wide view of all Attica, as well as Athens, 
with its neighbouring seas, on whirh the eye of the commoa 
reader, as well as the scholar, may dwell with delight. 
Admittance, 25 cents. 

Besides the public amusements already enumerated, sev- 
eral others are worthy tlie notice of strangers; particularly 
Castle Garden, Vauxhall Garden, and ih« East River Gar* 
den; besides numerous olhef public gardens of lesser note, 
which are scattered thoughoiit the cit)-, and aflb d a cool and 
pleasant retreat for refreshment after the n«ise, heat, and dust 
of a summer's day. 

But of all amusements enjoyed by the citizens of this highly 

favoured metropolis, the most agreeable and exhillraling, 

(thanks to the immortal Fulion,) are equatic excursions. In 

&ict a journey, that was deemed a formidable undertaking, has 

_WW become a luxury^ and one too that (^Trom ite riwayw ewi^^ 

ErfM Ik frefjueslljr enjoyed by the leoaV^tw.^^ (A wx£ Ot^cM^H 



bomCAL LLTKRATUBK, ^^^^^^^ 

Tlie facililie* which are now rurnislietl lo travpllers, whpi'i- - 
on pleasure or businrss, by ihp fjjtubli'ihmcnt of sitamhu^ii 
I4'a(upr>ttalinn, and ferry ciimpiini^S', art:' ulmusi iiicrtrdibli 
Add u ihese the numnrous stnii rlpgnnt llolHti whicli ndotn 
our cily, iiniJ which in iiiaii^ instances can vl*> wiih soine ul 
i; iht! pu(are» *•( liuropp, and the distatii Mod^r may I'onihit 
^HJaiiit idea of the increasing prospmty oCiheciiy of New- York, 

^^^ To those B-hii iiiaj be suliiiiiKiaoF pnsscsging-ninre ample 

^"^Oowleilgd concerning N>-w-Vork, and oihfir mairera in ri*/a- 

lion loibe prugKaa ol' earningand improv^meni, the fulluii- 

ing notice id" ihe periodical Utrralure of this city may not In 

uninteresting. 

The first newspaper printeit in New. York was the Ncn- 
Vork Giizeite, editi^d by Wi!li»ni Urarlford. ri appeured, 
OenAer, l72.i At prseni ihe city of New-York issues 
daili/, the New-Ycik Gaiellp, the ( Commercial Adyerliser, 
the Mercantile AilverliKer, the New-York Evening Post, the 
hew-York Dnily .Advertiser, th« National Advocate, the 
New-York American, the New-York Enquirer, the New- York 
Statesman, the Times, the Morning Chronicle, aod Morniii!! 
Couripr. Total, 2. — Several ol' the offices of these pajieir 
publish semi- weekly papers, of extensive circulHiiun. — Tlr 
weekly papers are the New-York Observer, the Chrislui, 
Advocate, the Telescope, the New-York Spy, the New- Voik 
Mirror, the Saturday Evening Gazelle, the Age, the Truth 
Teller. &€. 

The tirst regularly published Maeazine, .was entitled (lie 
New-York Mogiisine, commenced .abnut 17tf0, and primed 
by T Jb J. Swords: it wa continupd several years; '»vi8f 
afterwards converted inio the American Magaitne and Re- 
view, and finally into the Anieiican Review. Carpenter's 
United Slates Kegister and Review.— New-York Medical Re- 
pository, projected by Drs. Miicbill, Miller and Smith, in 
17'J7.— The New- York Medical and Philosophical Journal 
and Review, in 1809. — The American Medical and Philoso- 
phical Register, by Drs. ■ osnrk and Francis, 1810. — The 
Monthly Reeoritei, by W. Dunlap, I8li. — The American 
Monthly Ma[>Hziiie, liy Bigelnw mid Holley, -817. — 'I'be 
Churchman's Magniine ; the Christian Journal. — The Belle-' 
Letlrc" Repository I8i;(. — The Literary and Scientific Re- 
pository, iS^O.^The New York Medical and PhyaicaUout- 
nal. pn>iected by Drs Francis, Dyrkman and Beck, J 822.— 

ass. ^M 



APPETVBIX. 
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The lameDted death of Mr. Hahoie. the projector nnd 
author uf ihis work, (who only lived to •'omplete lI ai ftir as 
iho 2T6th page,) hns iif ceasnrily rendered it less perfect than it 
would have been, bad li'w existence been lengthened by rniy 
a lew ahiirt m'tnths. It will bf proper, thi-refore, in this plncf 
to notice Bueh discrepancee, and correct such errors, as have 
originated in the peculiar circumstances undi'r which this vol- 
ume has been conslmcied. It was commenced in Auguil, 
[825, and put to press as last as the copy cuuld be prepared. On 
the death of the author, its progress was of courae suspended, 
until another band could be found capable of filling up the 
outlines be had Ifft. This ta«k was at length, very reluctant- 
ly undei:taken,by one who feels andcoufesseshis inability to do 
it justice; but who hopes that the integrity of his motive will 
be accepted as <in apolotry for his failure Under such an im- 
pression he will proceed tn note a few incidents connected tviih 
the historical part of this work. 

In a note, page 82, the aulhoi ubservea that the two first of 
these venerable patriots [Jefferson and Adams] have been 
presidents of the United States," and are stilt liehtg." Ttiis 
assertion was true, at the time the first part of this work was 
printed, but the wonderful coincidence of their subsequent de- 
ce;ise, on the fourth of July, I S36, is recorded in the annals 
of our national history, and deeply ioipressecl on the living 
tablets of human hearts. The circumstances are fauiiliar to 
all. 

On the morning of that Elnrious anniversary, three only of 
the sages who had sig^ned the declaration of our Independence, 
remained on tbe stage of human action. Tbey had lived 
(says an elegant writer) to witness the erealesl changes the 
earth ever knew ; and from tlie wretched, ha'Bssed-down, bro- 
ken hearted little band of bleeding patriots, whose inevitable 
destiny appeared to die gloriously, like Leooidas with his 
■Spartans, they had beheld ibeir country magnified into s great- 
ness ibal was felt in the renioiest parts <vf tKe earth. It was 
Ctioueli. Their eyes was blessed. They had looked fcitward 
to that day wilb prayer and impatience. " I et-us but breathe 
thesacreduir of thai day," [hey said, "and then, God iif Na- 
ture, take us to thyself" The guardian aneels of the good 
wafied the petition loihe throne of heaven, and all i!ie beings 
ofearth, ocean, and air. smiled upon lhem»s\V.»-j ij'**w!*«- '^-"^ 
seemed that the oniverse paused in anxve'^ vti\\>-V^^ *v^^'*'*"- 



'<«f tlie mission — tlie success of which dotted a gleam of Juj 
I through mvriaUs. The mo h.,ve reached the gratificaiion 
of their souls' dearest wish; and as they joj^fully travelled 



the gloomy abys 
glory. 

Language 
which mast 
celebrated roi 
ifill 



I uf death, it whs irradiated with a gleam ol 



cely capable of expressing the feeling 
aniribiittrd to the dissolution of these tiro 
' of those singular coincidences wliidi 



enthusiast, and inflan 
dent. The sceptic is 
transitory inspiration 
bonk of rules and Ggt 

the gentle current of fet'li 



?ngthcn the opin 



of the 



lagination of the young and ar- 
:ii>usly lulled Into a mooient o)' 

The philosopher, flinging down hi; 

i, allows himself to be born away in 
indoffaiih: and the devotee haih 



.Jt as a direct hiterposiiion of Providence^ with all the hallo« 
«d deliglit-with which the (loubtful lover treasures the feu 
sweet smiles which his mistiea has bestowed. 

Great respect has been paid to iheir memories- We ace 
glad of it. The nation should mourn, and our children should 
be taught how much virtue and talents like theirs is and uuglil 
10 be admired. The solemniiics ofa pompous funeral service 
on &uch an occasion, is soracijmes bitterly criticised by ilic 
jreat thinker who has not thought the right way. He coldlj 
wonders why such parade should celebrate the departure m 
two old men who have been enabled to serve their country r 
But the more liberal, perceve the eifect which this has upon 
the nation. Feeling of this kind should he kept alive. It 
forms an air in which meanness and cowardice cannat exist. 
The youthful mind, from iheenchanlments of processions, mu- 
sic, statues, pictures, and orations, receives a tinge of enihi:- 
siasm which ornaments while ii purifies the character. It is 
naturally led to a consideration of the virtues of those to cele- 
brate whose memories is spread out all this splendid pageantry, 
and from the inherent desire of praise and love of virtue, i< 
adopts them as models of virtue, to he remembered in the ct.ld- 
ness of age with something of youth's fervour, and to be imi- 
tated when the original actor has been long quiet in his grave. 
At page 143, in describing the. famous Canal Celehm- 
lion, the author has referred the reader to this place for ilie 
-copy of an ode, written for that occasion ; printed on a move- 
able press, and distributed to the populace, as it passed along 
the streets in the splendid procession before described. 



ODE 



mUTTIR At tRE RKtnZIT OV TOC PHUrTEU UF 

rrsw-TORX : 
Bi Mr. SAMUEL WOODWORTU, Prixtv 



'Tia done I 'tta done I — The mighty chain 
Which joins bright Erie to the Maim, 
For ages, shall perpetuate 
The glory of out native State. 

'Tis done '. — Proud Aht o'er NAnms has | 
Genius and Pbksevkbakce has succeeded ! 

Though sdlish Peejudice assniied, 
And honest Prcdbnce pleaded. 

'Tis done ! — The monarch of the briny tide. 

Whose giant arm encircles e.trth, 
To virgin b^RiE is allied, 

A bright-eyed nymph of mountain birlb. 

To-day, the Sire of Ocean takes 

A sylvnn maiden to his arms. 
The Goddess of the crystal lakes, 

In all her native cliarms.' 

She comes ! attended by a sparkling train ; 

The Naiada of the West her nuptials grace ; 
She meets the sceptred father of the main, 

And in his heaving bosom hides hervirgin face. 

Rising from their watery celb, 
Tritons sport upon the tide, 
And gaily blow Iheir trumpet shells, 

in honor of the bride. 
Sea-nymphs leave their coral caves, 
Deep beneath the ocean waves, 
[ "Where they string, with tasteful care, 
I 7earls upon the sea-green ViwK 
Gj 
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Thetis' virgin (rain adtances, 

Mingling in tfip bridal dances, 

Jove, liimsHr, witli raptured eye, 

Throws hie forited iliunders by. 
And bids Apullo seize liis golden lyre, 

A strain of joy to wake ; 
While Fnme ProclHims that Ocean'i Sire 
la wedded to the goddess of the Lake. 

The smiling god of songs obeys, 

And heavi'n te-echos with his Booiuliiig lays. ' 

" All hail lo the Art which unshackles the soul! 
And fires il wllh love of glory ! 
And cnusea the victor, who reaches (he goal, 
To live in deathless stary ! 

" Which teaches yoong Genius to rise from earlli, 
On Fancy's airy pinion, 
To assert the claims of its heavenly birth, 
And seize on its blest dominion. 

" The AiiT which the banner of Truth unfurl'd. 
When darkness veil'd each nation, 
And prompted Uolurnbus to seek a new world 
On the unexplored map of creation. 

" Which lighted the path of the pilgrim band, 
Who braved the storms of Ocean, 
7'o seek, in a wild and distant land, 
The freedom of pure devotion. 

'■' Which kindled, on Freedom's ihrine, a flaiae 
That will glow through future ages, 
And cover with glory and endless fame 
Columbia's immortal sages. 

" The AiT which enabled her Franklin to provcj 
And solve, each mystic wonder ! 
To arrest the forked shafts of Jove, 
And flay with his bolts of thunder. 

" Tlie Art, which enables her sons to aspirCj 
Beyond all the wonders in story ; 
For an unshackled Press is the pillftr of lire, 
Which lights them to Freedom and Glory. 

" *Tis this which caU'A fort\\ "itaevTOWv^jTXsi i««w,, 
And g&veihegve«.fWMV^'>«6"^""^*'«^"i 




'Tis done ! by the hands of the brave aiiJ free, 
And Erik is link'd to the Ocean. 

" Then hail lo ihe Art which unshackles the soul, 
And fires il with love of glory, 
And causes the victor who reaches the goal, 
To Uve in deathless slory." 

Such strains — if earthly strains maybe 

Compared to his who tunes a heavenly lyre — 

Are warbled by the bright-haired deiiy, 
While lisl*ning orbs admire. 

Such strains shall unborn millions yet awake. 
While, with her golden trumpet smiling Fame 

Proclaims the union of ihe Main and Lnke, 
And on lier scroll emblazons Clinton's name. 

The foregoing odb was printed on a moveable ilage, 
the 4lh day of November, 1 833, during ibe Procession in hi 
our of the completion of the Grand Western Canal. 



Since the author's enumeration of adjacent villages, | 
146, thai of Yorkville, on Harlem Commons, has been 
ded to the number, and is in u very fluuriiiliing condition. 

By reference to page 148, il will be seen, that an errar hail 
occurred respecting the freezing.ofour rivers. In the winter 
of 1819-30, Ihe Hudson was, for several days, passable 
the ice, from [his ciiy to New Jersey ; and even booths foi 
fresh men ts were erected on the middle ofihe rivf 

Since the printing of page 163, the African Church in El 
street, has been purchased by the Jews, convened lo a Sy] 
gogue, and filled up in a very elegani style. 
' The Rev. Mr. ShaefTer is no longer pastor of the New Luth- 
eran Church in Walker-street, as stated in page 1 65. Owliig 
to some dissensions in (he Church, with the merits of which 
we arc totally unacquainted, he withdrew from bis c ha] 
and was followed by a large proportion of his dock, to wl 
some NR^Tioum individual has made a present of ihe comi 
dioug edifice where ihey now worship in Orange-street. 
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UASOSIC LODGES. 

The following is » complete li«I of ( he Masonic I 
Royal Arcli Ci)a|>tcra, of the city and coanty o' ' 
with the times and places or meeting ; vis. 

St. John's Lodge Na I . Meet 2d and ' 
every monlb, at Masonic Hall, Brotiilway. 
. Independtnt Royul Arch Lodge, No. 2. Meet 2d and 41I1 
I Mondays, at IVIasoi>iC Hall, Broadway. 
I * St. Andrete's Lodge, No. J. Meet 2d and 4lh Fridays, al 
Matrniuc Hall, Broad nay. 

Hiram Lodge, No. 10. Meet Island 3d Tuesdays, at Union 
Hall. 

Holland Lodge, No. t6. Meet Island 3d Tuesdays, st Ms- 
ionic iJall, Broadway. 

Howard l^dge, No. 35. Meet 2d and 4lh Wednesday!, at 
Masonic Hall, Broadway, 

Trinilv Lodge, No. 39. Meet 2d and 4th Mondays, at St, 
, John's Hall. 

PAoaenir Lodge, No. 40, Meet 2d and 4lh Weduesdays, ai 
St. John's Hall. 

UJJnion Francaiie Lodge, No. 71. Meet 1st and 3d Tues- 
days, at Masonic Hall, Broadway, I 

Fortiludc Lodge, iVo. 81. Meet IstandSd Moodaj'B,at ' 
the Military Garden, Broekljrn. 

Abram'g Lodge, No. 83. Meet Ist and 3d Mondaf t, at 
St. John's Hall. 

Washington Lodge, No. §^. Meet 1st ao*d Sd Tuesdays, at 
Masonic Hall, Broadway. ^■ 

Adelphi Lodge, No. 91. Meet UtMOMd "Bhlusdayt, e( 
Masonic Hall, Broadway. » ' 

Armour Lodge, No. lOO. Meet at Savplls, Westdiester 
County. 

Albion Lodge, No. 107'. Meet 2d and 4tji Tuesdajti, at Ma- 
sonic Hall, Broadway, 

Morton Lodge, No. 1O8. Meet 1st and 3d Tuesdays, at 
St. John's Hall. 

La Sineerite Lodge No. 123. Meet 1st and Sd Mondays, 
at Masonic Hall, Broadway, 

Mount Moriah Lodge, No. 132. Meet 1st and 3d Tfaurs- 
Jays, at Union Hall. 

'Benevolent Lodge, No. 142. Meet 2d and 4th Tuesdays, 
at St. John's Hall. 



Mechanic Lodge, No. 153. Meet 2d and 4th Tuesdays, at 
Union Hall. 

New Jeratahm Lodge, No. 158. Meet 1st and 3d WetSj 
nesday, at St. John's Hall. 

Concord Lodge, No. 304. Meet 2d and 4th Mondays, 
St. John's Hall. 

German Union Lodge, No. 322. Meet 2d and -Itli Thai 
dayi, at Union Hall. 

Hohmlinden Lodge, No. 338. Meet 3d and 4th Mondai 
at the Miliiary Garden, Brooklyn. 

Hibernia Lodge, No. 339. Meet 3d and 4lh Wednesday; 
at St. John's Hall. 

Silentia Lodge, No. 360. Meet Ist and 3d Mondays 
Masonic Hatl, Broadtray. 

Tori Lodge, No. 367. Meet Ist and 3d Tuesdays, at 
John's Hall. 

Neie-York Lodge, No, 368. Meet 2d and 4(h Thursdai 
at Masonic Hall, Broadway. 

Manhattan Lodge, No. 370, Meet 1st and 3d Fridays, al 
Union Hall, 

Minerva Lodge, No. 371. Meet 1st and 3d Wednesdays. 
at Masonic Hall, Broadway, 

Lafayette Lodge. No. 373. Meet 2d. and 4tli. Thursdays, 
at St. John's Hall. 

Uofman Lodge, No. 378, Meet Isl and 3d Thursdays, ai 
Masonic Hall, Broadway. 

Eastern Star Lodge, No. 379. Meet Ist and 3d Tliursdi 
at Eastern Hull, Manhattan Island. 

FranS^ Lodge, No. 380. Meet 2d and 4th Fridays, 
Union Hall. 

OreemeirJi Lodge, No. 381. Meet Istaau 3d Thursda] 
i;oTner of Christopher and Htidson-st reels, it i^uinet >if Si' 
Avenue and Fifih-slreet, 

Richmond Lodge, No. 384, Meet isi and 3d Tuesdays, 
Masonic Hall, Tomkinsville. 

Mariners' Lodge, No, 385. Meet 2d and 4th Wednesday 
at Union Hall. 

Bolivar Lodgr, No. 386. Meet 1st and 3d Mondays.' 
Union Hall. ' 

Montgomery Ijodgc, No. 3S7. Meat 2d and 4lh Thui 
days, at Si. John's Rail. 

Tompkin^t Lodge No. 388. Meet island 3d Fridayi 
St. John's Hall. 

Mystic Loilge. No. SSff. MeetUVaaiSi 
► St. .Tohn's H.-1II. " 



,at 
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Locke Loijge, Ho. 390. Meet 1st and 3^1 Fridajrs, ai Ma- 
aonic H»ll, Broadway. 

Naval Lod^e, No. 301. Meet 2(1 and 4lh Wedaesdays, ai 
Tliimet's Tavern, Brooklyn, near ihe old Ferry. 

Colutiibia Lotlge, No 392. 

CHArTKRS. 

Mnciatl Chapter, No. 1 . Meets 2d and 4th Mondaya, a 
H. Jitlui'i Hail. 

PfutKtK Chapter, No. 3. Meets 2d and 4lh Tawdeys, al 

it. John's Hall. 

JcntsnUin Chapter, No. 8 

nisiiigSan Chapter, No. l6. Mectldand'lthTliarsdayt, 
atSt.John'aHatl- 

Fredonian Chapter, No. 10. Meet lat and Sd Thursdays, 
at St. John's Hall. 

Eagle Chapter, No, 54. Meet IstandSd MondB7S,al 
Masonic Hall, Broadway. 

Union Cluipter, No. 94. Meet 1st and Sd Tnesdays, U 
St. John's Hal!. 

Naesan Chapter, No. 109. Meet 1st and 3d Fridays, al 
Military Gnrden, Brooklyn. 

Temple Chapter, No. 125, Meet Isl and 3d Wednesdays, 
at St. John's Hall. 

GreciitPteh Chapter, No. 128. Mrels 2d and 4th Wednes- 
days, at ilie Corner of Si.tib Avenue and Fifth-street. 

■*■.'* *f 

Since the printing of Page 230, seVeral new Periodical Pub- 
lications have been commenced io this City ; same of which 
are still in existence, while others have expired for lack of 
patronage. The New-York Mirror and Ladies Litecary Ga- 
seite, however, has outlived most of its contemporaries, and 
still bids fair to enjoy a lor^ life and green old age. It b ably 
conducted by G. P. Morris, Esq. and is very liberally patroni- 
zed. Every year, liberal premiums are dSered for the best 
written articles, on different subjects; as numeroQS competi- 
tors enter the lists, whose productions are regularly published 
in the Mirror, its colupins are. of course, uncommonly rich. 
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America, discovery of, 


PigmM 


Arnold's treachery, 


9i^H 


Andre's cap(ure and death, 




Adoption of the Federal Constilution, 
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Auihors, Primers, Booksellers, Sec. 
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American Academy of Fine Arls, 


' '"U^l 


Acaderayofihe Aits of Design, 


^^1 


Assylum Lunatic, 




Aged Indigent Female Society, 


s^^l 


Assistance Society, 
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339 


Bellamont, Lord, Govenor, 


34 


His character and death, 


36 


Burnet, Govenor, 


41 


His unpopularity, 




Succeeded by Montgomerie, 


dj 


BnilleofLong IstBnd, 


8 


British army enter the City, 


S 


Battle of Kingsbridge, 


s 


Burgoyne's surrender. 




Boundaries of the Cliy, - . . 




Bay, Harbour, &c. 


14 


Bloomingdale asylum. 


260 


Bellevne Hospiial, - 


aep 


Board of Health, 


2§ 


Benevolent Institutions, 




Bible Societies, 


29 


Banks. - . , . 


321 






Caboi, Sebastian, discovers N. A. 




Cornbury, Lord, Govenor, 


M 


His persecuting spirit. 


if 


Succeeded by Lovelace, 


SB 


Canada, Invasion of atiempied. 


3» 


Cosby, Govenor, 








Hisdealh, 


■ ibid. 


Clarke, Lieutenant Govenor, 


46 


Cl:nton,George, Govenor, 


48 


His disagreement '«v(h\\\^a 


*«im\»\-j^ '^ 


^ Succeeded by Delancey, 


«s<^ 


L 


MM 



Pug 
Columbia Collcgv, iacorporaled under the Dame of 

King's College, - - ■ i 

Congress, firs! Anierifan, ... ^ 

■t^onstiliilion for the State, adopted at Kingston, • I 

Census and description of ihe City, in l7Sd. If 

I jConstitutiftn, Federal, adoption or by the d)fi«rent states, i: 

' Celebration in consetjuentB, - - ii 

^Congress, first under ifae Nev Const it uliou, - ]: 

' ■ — Removed 10 Pbiiadtlpliia, - j: 

- To Wasfaiugton, - - - IS 

Canal, the grand, - - - . ij 

' CelebrnlioD, - - - - i; 

City, description of, - . . P 

Census on 825, . . . . i; 

Churches, und places of Worship, - - 1( 

Circulating Libraries, - - - -2'. 

City Hospital, .... 2: 

Dispensary, - - - - 2( 

College of Physicians and Surgeons, ~ 2] 

Kuigers Medical College-, - - 21 

Charitable Institutions, . - . 21 

Cincinnati Society, - . - . 2! 

Common council, .... 3( 

Courts, . .... St 

Commerce, Trade, &c. - . - - ,31 

Commercial Establishments, - - ■'■ - 31 

Cuslom-Housc, - - , - . 3i 

Commissions, rates of - - . . 3' 

Chamber of Cummerce, - - * - 3 

Cily-Hall, ■ - - . - 3: 
Discovery of America, ... 

Dark Day, remarkable, . ,. » < 

Doctor's Mob, - . » - 1 

DescriptionoftheC1ly,iD 1783, - - It 

in 1826, * . . 1 

Dispensar}-, city, - - - - 21 

Deaf and Dumb Institution, - • 2! 

Evacuation of New- York, by the British, - - It 

Eye Infirmary, .... 2'i 

Exports, table of - ' - - - 3( 

t'letcher, Govenor, ... < 

— His unpopularity, and recall, - - J 

French War, ... - ; 

i'oit Williain Henrj stiTTeivdeteA, - - ' 



Tl 



Fire, dreadful, N. York, alter being entered by the British 
Fort Washington taken, ... 

Flag-stntr, at the Battery, anecdote respecting, ] 



Fayette's arrival, 
Fortifications of New 
Female Association, 



Fees of office, in the Customs, 



Gazette, first paper in Anierica, 

General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen, 

German Society, - . . . 

Government of the City, 

Hudson, discovers New- York, &c. 

Hunter, Govenor, 

Succeeded by Burnet, 

Hardy, Sir Charles, Govenor, 

Hamilton, Gen. Alexander, his death, 

Harbour of New-York, 

High School, - . - - 

Historical Society, ... 

Hospital, the City, o - 

Bellevuc, 

Health Department, . _ . 

Hospital, Lying-in, ... 

Humane Society, , . . - 

Harbour Master, ... 

ipressmeni of Seamen prohibited, 

ndependence, Declaration of, 

nteimenta, in 1824 — 5. 

u lions, Literary and Scientific, 

Medical, 

infirmary. Eye, 

[ustitulJons, Benevolent and Charitable, 

Inspectors, Fees', 

ince Companies, 
Leisler's revolt and condemnation. 
Laws ofNew-York, in 1674, 
Lovelace, Lord, Govenor, 

Succeeded by Ingalsby, 

Liberty-Pole affair, 
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■^ 


Tuge. 


1 Long-Isl&Dd, Battle of. 


as 


B L'Ambuscade and Boston Frigalea— a bloody baltle, 


124 


■ La Fayette's arrival 


133 


^b X.iteniry BDd Scientific TnstilijtioDS] 


218 


J* Library, New York Society, 


233 


^" Ijbrariettf Circulating, .... 


328 


Lyceum of Natural History, 


2*7 




249 


Lunatic Assj'ium, .... 


259 


Lying-in Hospital, . . . - 


284 


JWontgoniery, Govenor, - - , 


43 


His death, 


44 


Mob, the Stamp-act, 


71 


Doctors, ..... 


115 


Moore, Govenor, .... 


72 




75 


Montgomery, General, death of, 


79 


L Markets, in 182fl, .... 


1S5 


■ . Mechanic'! Society, 


22fi 


■ Medical Institutions, .... 


256 


■ Medical Society, 


264 


^ Medico-chirurgical Society, 


284 


Marine Society, 


389 


Masonic Societies, (aho see Apendix,) 


295 


Masonic Hail, description of, 


3sr 


Wuseunis, ..... 


343 



Missionary Societies, 

Municipal Officers, - - . . 

Mails, hoursofclosing,&c. 

Marine Insurance Companies, ... 

Manufactures, .... 

Merchants Exchange, . - • . 

New Netherlands, now N. York, discovered and settled, 

-■ " ' Surrend to the Ititish, 

New York incorporated, - . . 

— 1 Surrendered to the Dutch, - , . 

Restored to the Brilbh, 

Negro Pipe, ..... 

New- York evacuated by Washington's army, 

Invested by ihe British, ; 

Evacuated by the British, 

— Description oi,in 1783, 

Description of, in 1836, . ■ 

" — ^ Society V,i\jrttTy, - . - 

■' ' Histoiicai Socirty, 
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New-York HorticDltural Society, 


Atbnsum. 


252 


National Academy of the Arts of Design, 


246 


Newspapi^rs, and other periodicals, 


230 


Natural History, Lyceum of, 


247 , 


Peace of 1783, . . - - 


105 


. ^of 1815. 


133 


' Population of the City, 


151 


Prisons. &c. 


189 


Periodical PubKcHtions, ■ - ' - 


230 




346 


Public and privHte Schools, 


23S 


Providend Sociely, 


289^ 


Pilot's Chariiable Society, 


29SH 


Police Department, 


3Q^H 


Piloioge, rates of, ... 




Post Office, . . - - 




Postage, rates of, ... 


s^^l 


Post days at New-York, 




Public Buildings, 


^^^1 


Quaker's rights restored, 


^^^ 


Quebec taken by the British, 


67 


Raleigh, Sir Walter, named Virginia, 


lA 
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78 


Reading Room in the City, 


22y 


Rotunda, .... 


344 


Rutgers' Medical College, 


2S0 


Roman Catholic Beuevo lent Society, 


292 


Religious Societies, 


895 


Rates of Storage, 


814 


Pilotage, 


SI5 


Commissions, 


sif; 


Postage, .... 


31*1 


^Slaughter, Govenor of the Province, 


28 


His death. 


32 


Stage between New- York and Boston, 


4D 


Stamp act Mob, . . . - 


71 


Situation and extent of New- York, 


145 




147 
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1 Society, Literary, .... 


223 


f Schools, Public and Private, 


2519. 


High School, 


•«ft 


_ 


^m 
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SmWot't Sittag Harbour, 

Shamrock Friendly Associatpn, 

Storage, rales of, 

Tax on Wigs, 

Taxation of ihe Coloniu, 

Tea ihrowD ovirboard at Boston, 

Typographical Society, 

Tract Sncietieif 

Trade Commerce, and Manufaciures, 

Tarea allowed by Uw, 

By Custom, 

Tariff for weighers. 

Theatres, 

Villages near the City, 

Vaccine Society, 

Wigs, Tax on, . . . 

t^oir, General, death of, 

Washington appointed commander it 

Washington's farewell lo his USicers, 

War, the late, with England, 

Wards in ihe ciiy of New-York, 

Widows Fund Society, 

Watch Department, 

Wardens of the Port, 

Weights and Measures, 

Weighers, Tariff for. 

Yellow Fever, \nl702, 

in 1741—42, 

in 1793, . . 

in 1798, 

in 1803, 

in 1805, 
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